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PREFACE 


LAVERY happened here. In Wenham. This fact may come as a sutprise. 
Site all, many people think that slavery was a Southern institution and 

not also a Northern one. A history of Wenham published in 1860— 
written on the eve of the Civil War—devotes less than 1% of its text to the 
subject. Indeed, that work avoids the word “slavery” entirely, using the word 
“servant” in its place. An 1888 history of the town provides even less cover- 
age, while a 1943 history spends just 2% of its text on the topic.! 

I had been aware that enslavement once existed in New England: I have 
an ancestor? who lived during the colonial period who was an enslaver. But 
even with that knowledge, the idea of enslavement in New England has 
seemed remote, intangible. When researching the history of my house on 
Maple Street, though, I discovered that an enslaved man (Pompey) lived here 
in the 1730s. That discovery made me want to find out how many other en- 
slaved people had lived in Wenham and where they lived ... which led to the 
project of researching and writing this book. 

It is time to celebrate the members of Wenham’s enslaved community. 
There is a growing body of scholarship on the topic of enslavement in Essex 
County, a body of work that is focusing new energy on telling the stories that 
have previously gone untold. It is my hope that this book helps to advance 
that scholarship. (And, because Wenham’s history with enslavement has been 
so under-researched, there's a /o of ink in the endnotes and appendices that 
documents how we know what we know about this group.) 

I've tried to focus this text more on enslaved people and less on enslav- 
ers, and have made some editorial decisions accordingly: 

e Vocabulary. The way we talk about enslavement has changed and con- 
tinues to evolve. “Enslaved person" has replaced “slave.” *Enslavet" has 
replaced “slave owner" and “slave master.” The first few sentences of 
this text notwithstanding, “enslavement” has replaced “slavery.” The 
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shift in vocabulary is an attempt to put distance between a person's iden- 
tity and a person's circumstances. Sampson Brown, for instance, wasn’t 
"just" an enslaved person; he was a brave man who fought in the Revo- 
lutionary War alongside George Washington, who probably had a wife 
and children. 

Pejorative Words. The words “negro” and “mulatto” appear in various 
images throughout this text, images that show original records of en- 
slaved people's church admissions, baptisms, marriages and deaths. 
These images are included, despite the derogatory way in which these 
particular words were often used at the time, because these records are 
the only tangible things left that allow us to remember these former res- 
idents of our town. Negro" and a particularly offensive word appear in 
Appendix I in the context of former colloquial names for Perkins Street, 
and in the context of the name of an island. The most-offensive word 
appeats in redacted form. Surviving evidence of the use of these street 
and place names dates from after the 18th century—after enslavement 
had ended in Wenham—and their inclusion arguable falls outside the 
scope of this book. But excluding this material from this text would have 
otherwise contributed to a whitewashing of our history. 


Probate Valuations. An important source for identifying enslaved peo- 
ple is 18'-century probate files. Enslaved people were considered prop- 
erty, and probate files of enslavers typically included an inventory of the 
property of the deceased that assigned a monetary value to each enslaved 
person. As an expression of respect, though, monetary valuations of in- 
dividuals are omitted from the respective discussions of those individu- 
als. This data has been moved to Appendix B, available for scholars but 
otherwise out of sight for most readers. 

Identification. In almost all cases Wenham’s enslaved population didn’t 
use surnames. But some first names (e.g., Pompey) were used for more 
than one person. Therefore, when context warrants, an enslaved person's 
name is followed by a parenthetical identification of his or her enslaver, 
e.g., Pompey (Josiah Fairfield household) vs. Pompey (Jonathan Porter 
household). 

Organization. Although a truly enslaved-centric approach would organ- 
ize content by individual enslaved people, doing so would be unwieldy 
and result in repetitive material about enslavers and their residences. 
Some houses were the homes of multiple enslavers and the workplace- 
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residences of multiple enslaved people. Content, therefore, is organized 
by the site where enslaved people lived, worked or worshipped. 


I am tremendously grateful to the scholars, institutions and property 
owners who have helped shape this work. James Tanzer, Outreach Coordina- 
tor at the Peary-MacMillan Arctic Museum at Bowdoin College, has been 
doing exciting research with a group of 18*-century account books that were 
maintained by some of Wenham’s enslavers. He has been generous with his 
insights on a wide range of aspects of Wenham’s enslaved people and enslav- 
ers. Scholars Beth Bower, Lise Breen, Jack Hauck and Jeanne Pickering have 
likewise shared their research and ideas on how to tell Wenham’s story of 
enslavement. A special thank-you goes to First Church in Wenham and the 
Congregational Library & Archives, Boston, for sharing images from the 
Wenham Congregational Church’s manuscript records; and to the Wenham 
Museum, the Topsfield Historical Society and the Massachusetts Historical 
Society for sharing images of materials in their respective collections. Prop- 
erty owners Dano and Jennifer Jukanovich, and Scott and Lauren Schon- 
berger, were especially gracious in allowing me access to their homes as I 
conducted my field research. Deirdre Pierotti Dean, who made the sugges- 
tion to me to expand on my prior research of this topic, has been an ongoing 
champion. Publication of this book has been supported in part by a grant 
from the Hamilton-Wenham Cultural Council, a local agency that is sup- 
ported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency. Thank you! 

R.O.C. 
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1 Allen (1860), 84, 90, 199-200. Perley (1888), 1232. Cole (1943), 74, 90-91. 


? Peter Tallman (ca.1623—1708), a man born in Germany who emigrated to Barbados in 
1647 and to Newport, Rhode Island in 1649. An enslaved man named Mingo ran away from 


him in 1650. Moriarty (1931), 72-74. 


INTRODUCTION 


NHAM’S history with enslavement began even before there was a 
Wenham. In 1637 the English colonists went to war against the Pe- 
quot people of Connecticut, and a company of soldiers from Salem 

fought in that war. The English captured some Pequot men, women and 
children. The men were put on a ship bound for Bermuda to work the Eng- 
lish plantations there, but the women and children were distributed to Eng- 
lish colonists in Connecticut and Massachusetts as enslaved labor. Rev. Hugh 
Peter (bp. 1598—1660), a minister living in Salem, wrote a letter to Gov. John 
Winthrop (1588—1649) and requested one or two of the prisoners for himself. 
He got one. She was assigned the name “Hope” and was brought back to 
Salem to work in Rev. Peter’s house. Meanwhile, the ship that was bound for 
Bermuda bypassed that destination and went instead to the West Indies. The 
ship’s captain William Peirce (ca.1591—1641) probably sold the Pequot pris- 
oners there (where the Spanish were already engaged in the trade of enslaved 
people), and bought some people who had been born in Africa or were of 
African descent. The next year (1638) Peirce brought them back to Salem 
where he sold them. 

At the time, Wenham was still part of the town of Salem, and a small 
group of families was granted land here to encourage settlement. Rev. Peter 
preached a sermon to them, probably in 1638, the first sermon delivered in 
what would become Wenham. A monument commemorates the spot where 
he gave that sermon. The enslaved Pequot woman named Hope was part of 
Rev. Peter’s household in Salem at the time. 

The earliest record of enslavement in the town of Wenham is from 1703, 
when we find mention of an anonymous enslaved boy and an enslaved man 
named Mingo.’ “Mingo” may have been a short form of “Domingo,” which 
if so probably hints at a Caribbean origin for him. We don’t know how long 
either the anonymous enslaved boy or Mingo was living in Wenham prior to 
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1703. (Throughout this text we will run into the limitations of surviving records 
about enslavement.) Competition in the trade of enslaved Africans escalated 
at the end of the 17* century when the Royal African Company lost its mo- 
nopoly on English trade with Africa. The appearance of the anonymous boy 
and Mingo in Wenham about that time probably reflects the increased avail- 
ability of enslaved labor brought about by this increase in competition. 


Magnitude 
Based on the records that survive (church records, town clerk's records, 
probate files, deeds, enslavers’ account books) the practice of enslavement 
grew in Wenham during the first decades of the 18" century, peaked during 
mid-century, and declined in the wake of the Revolutionary War. The Massa- 
chusetts Bay Colony conducted a census 
in 1765 in which Wenham reported 531 
people of European descent, 28 of Afri- 
can descent and 5 “Indians” (a term that 
was used to refer to people who were in- 
THA TOS one nd? oF digenous to New England as well as peo- 
ple who were indigenous to the Carib- 
bean). There is no indication in the cen- 


Wenham's residents 


was enslaved. : D. 
sus or in other surviving records that any 


of Wenham’s residents at that time were 
free people of color, and therefore we 
can conclude that all 33 people of Afri- 
can or Indigenous descent were enslaved 
—06% of the population, or one in 17 res- 

idents.^ 
Between 109 and 124 enslaved people have been documented who lived 
in Wenham; a list of their names appears in Appendix A. There is a range for 
this volume because of potential double-counting. Enslaved people in Wen- 
ham (and elsewhere) rarely used surnames; sometimes it is clear when two 
men with the same first name were two different men, and sometimes it isn't. 
But we know that this range undercounts the actual population. A significant 
number of enslaved people have not been documented because little docu- 
mentation of them existed in the first place or because documentation has 
disappeared over the last two and a half centuries. For example, although 33 
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enslaved people were counted in the Wenham census of 1765, only 13 of 
them can be identified. The other 20 fall outside the 109-124 range. 


About the Enslavers 

Wenham’s enslavers tended to be wealthy men with large portfolios of 
real estate. There were a few exceptions, however: Rev. John Warren (1704— 
1749), minister of the Wenham Congregational Church, was a socially prom- 
inent man but not a wealthy one. Caleb Coy (ca.1692-1754) was not at all 
wealthy but acquired an enslaved worker probably because Coy didn’t have 
any adult sons to help work his farm and couldn’t easily afford hired labor. 
Mary (Porter) Cue (1700-1795) and Sarah (White) Fairfield (ca.1733—1814) 
were widows who inherited enslaved workers from their respective husbands 
and (like Coy) didn’t have adult sons to 
work their farms. In the majority of 
cases for which we have data, though, 


Wenham’s enslavers were so wealthy Wenham didn’t have 
that an individual enslaved person repre- Southern-style planta- 
sented 1% or less of a given enslaver’s tions because Wenham 
assets? Wenham’s enslavers typically had farmers (unlike farmers 
just one or two or three enslaved mem- in other parts of the 
bers of their household at a time—not country) couldn’t grow 
the dozens of enslaved workers so often crops during all four 
associated with Southern plantations. seasons of the year. 


The reason for this was very pragmatic. 

Wenham didn’t have the climate for 

four-season crop growing, and Wenham 

enslavers weren't involved in the fishing industry. When there wasn’t work to 
be done during all four seasons of the year, it was prohibitively expensive to 
maintain a large enslaved workforce. 


Aspects of Enslaved Life 

Although the data is incomplete, enough has survived that tells us quite 
a lot about Wenham’s enslaved population and what their lives were like. 
Many aspects of enslaved life in Wenham might seem pretty obvious, since 
they are familiar elements of the picture of enslavement in the South that 
we've acquired via films and novels. But that’s exactly the point: These as- 
pects of enslaved life happened /ere too. 
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The majority were of African descent or were born in Africa. Scipio 
Lummus was born in Africa, kidnapped, and sold into enslavement in 
Salem (where sales of enslaved people continued throughout the 18% 
century). A different man named Scipio was born about the year 1741 
and died in 1811, the record of his burial calling him *an African." Oth- 
ers, especially those who were living in Wenham at the start of the 18% 
century, were likely born in Africa.ó Some enslaved people of African 
descent were born into enslavement in Wenham,’ while others were born 
into enslavement elsewhere on this side of the Atlantic. A few members 
of the community had one parent of African descent and the other par- 
ent of European descent.’ Of the 109 to 124 individuals who have been 
documented, only two were of Indigenous descent? 

It was common practice for an enslaved person to be transferred 
between households. Enslaved people were treated as property, and 
were routinely transferred from one enslaver to another. Usually the 
transfer was a buy-sell arrangement,!? but in one case a five year-old en- 
slaved girl was transferred by one enslaver to the enslaver's in-laws as a 
wedding present. In another case two enslaved men were traded for 
each other by their enslavers.!2 

Some were a source of revenue. Sometimes enslavers hired-out their 
enslaved labor to generate revenue or to repay debts. People who did the 
hiring included other enslavers as well as non-enslaver neighbors.'? 
Some enslaved people married and had children. A handful of mar- 
riages between enslaved people was recorded by the Wenham Congre- 
gational Church.! In addition, there are cases of an enslaved couple hav- 
ing children although there's no record of the couple getting married. 
Romantic relationships and marriages occurred between couples who 
were enslaved by the same enslaver.!? Relationships and marriages also 
occurred between couples who were enslaved by different enslavers, re- 
quiring the couples to live separately from each other.!? When a couple 
did live on separate farms, enslaved children typically lived with their 
mothetr.!? In one case an enslaved man married a free woman of color 
who was living in another town.!? 

Many worshipped at the Wenham Congregational Church. Enslav- 
ers were taught that they had a duty to convert the enslaved members of 
their household to Christianity. And—it’s worth pointing out—there 
was plenty of incentive for a given enslaved person to go along. His or 
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her life would have been easier if he or she was a churchgoer. Over half 
the identified population was baptized by and/or worshiped at the 
church. In many cases the names of Wenham's enslaved people would 
have been lost if not for the church's records of their baptisms and 
church-admissions. 
Some were given names based on ancient Roman historical and 
mythological figures. Names like Caesar, Flora, Pompey, Primus and 
Scipio were assigned repeatedly. Such names reflected a cultural fascina- 
tion during the 18'^ century throughout the English colonies with the 
ancient world—and, interestingly, are names that were not used among 
Wenham’s residents of European descent.” 
Most probably lived in their en- 
slaver’s house. Pompey Porter (1752- 
1833) is documented as having lived 
in a room in the attic of his enslav- Mamy DEC cione 

> n; : slaved life in Wenham 
er’s house. A similar room survives i 
in the Thomas Kilham House (pages might SEIN piety ob- 
24-25) and gives an idea of what liv- A GREENS ual 


ing conditions probably looked like ape e OIE 


ment in the South. But 
that's exactly the point: 


for other members of Wenham’s en- 
slaved population. 

At least two of Wenham's en- 
slaved men tried to escape. One 


These aspects of en- 
slaved lite happened 


. here too. 
tried to run away while enslaved by UE 


a man who lived in Hamilton, and 

was transferred into a Wenham en- 

slaver's household after he was 

caught. Another man tried unsuccessfully to run away from a Wenham 
enslaver.?! 

Punishment included physical punishment. Accotding to a story 
passed around within Wenham's enslaved community, the aforemen- 
tioned would-be run-away was whipped after he was caught.? 

At least three of Wenham's enslaved men fought the British in the 
Revolutionary War. One man was at the Battle of Bunker Hill; another 
spent the Winter of 1777—1778 at Valley Forge. 

Emancipation was extremely rare, but not unheard of. One case 
(but only one case) has been found where a Wenham enslaver left in- 
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structions in his will to emancipate an enslaved man after the enslaver's 
death.*4 


Transfers of West African Culture 
Two clues hint at the transfer of aspects of West African culture. 

e Annual festival in Lynn of enslaved people. There was an annual 
festival in Lynn during the second half of the 18" century that was held 
at the house of a man who was colloquially called “King Pompey” (b? 
d. after 1787). He had been a prince of a people in West Africa, was 
kidnapped and brought to New England, was enslaved by the Mans- 
field family of Lynn, and emancipated in the 1750s. An 1829 history of 
Lynn tells us: 

Every year, during [Pompey’s] life, the slaves, not only of Lynn, 

but of Boston, Salem, and the neighboring towns, obtained leave 

of their masters, for one day, to visit King Pompey. This, to 

them, was a day of real happiness. Far from the eye of their mas- 

ters, they collected on a little glade by the river side, and fancied 

themselves, for a few short hours, on the banks of the Gamba. 

Each youth on his way gathered wreathes, and each maiden flow- 

ers, of which they formed a crown to place on the head of their 

acknowledged prince. The old men talked of the happy days they 

had seen in their native land, and called to mind the wives and 

the children of their earlier years; while the youths and the maid- 

ens wandered along the river side, or strayed through the forest, 

and exchanged smiles, and formed dreams of happiness, which 

the future did not fulfill. 
The writer’s ovetly-romantic language is certainly cumbersome (“maid- 
ens"?). Nonetheless, this anecdote about King Pompey—placed in the 
1780s section of the 1829 history—provides a frustratingly-brief peak at 
one aspect of African-American culture in southern Essex County: a hol- 
iday celebrating first-person experience of West Africa, attended by peo- 
ple not just from neighboring farms, but from neighboring towns. The 
image of enslaved peoples’ barbeques on antebellum Southern planta- 
tions is well-known; the image of analogous parties in Massachusetts is 
much less so. Certainly members of Wenham’s enslaved community 
must have known of this annual celebration, and may indeed have 
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attended it. If so, it would have given them access to people who were 
born in West Africa. 

e Possible retained memory of West African burial practice. An odd 
story about Pompey Porter (1752—1833) comes to us third-hand, rec- 
orded in the 1860 history of Wenham. According to the story, Pompey 
made the request that—after he died—his remains should be exhumed 
and his skeleton should be wired together and put in the room in the 
attic where Pompey had lived. The reason? So that he could keep an eye 
on future generations of the family he had served. It is possible that Pom- 
pey was making a joke or was misquoted. But there were a number of 
peoples of West Africa who had a practice of burying their dead beneath 
or adjacent to the house in which they lived—so as to keep an eye on 
future generations of their family. If this story about Pompey is accurate, 
it appears that he was expressing a component of his spiritual belief sys- 
tem. And— since Pompey was born in Wenham, not in Africa—the story 
implies that someone who had been born in West Africa conveyed his 
ot her recollection of West African burial practice to Pompey and/or 
other enslaved people in Wenham. 


Exodus and Unfreedom 

By the time of the Revolution the practice of enslavement was on the 
decline in Wenham and neighboring towns. After the Revolution, there was 
an exodus of formerly-enslaved people seeking jobs in population centers 
like Salem and Boston. The Federal census of 1790 tallied just ten people of 
color in Wenham, 2% of the population. The 1800 census tallied eight peo- 
ple, and the 1810 census tallied only five. While some formerly-enslaved 
people adopted their former enslavers’ surnames,” others adopted the sur- 
names Black or Brown or Freeman.?9 Unfortunately, the widespread adop- 
tion of these surnames—by former residents of both Wenham and other 
towns—makes it very difficult to trace Wenham's formerly-enslaved people 
once they left. Those who can be traced didn't fare well, given the competi- 
tion for jobs in the post-war economy. The formerly-enslaved man Sampson 
Brown lived for a time in the Boston almshouse. Abner Brown tried to move 
to Salem in 1790, but—along with other people of color—got kicked out, 
the Salem selectmen ostensibly not wanting to be responsible for their finan- 
cial support should they be unable to find work. Jethro avoided the cities but 
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ended up in the Manchester almshouse. Nancy Porter also avoided the cities 

but ended up in the Topsfield almshouse. 

A few formerly-enslaved people did remain in Wenham. In some cases? 
they were too old to risk finding employment elsewhere in an uncertain en- 
vironment, and in other cases? they had become engrained in a service role 
in their respective former-enslaver's household. One scholar has used the 
term "unfreedom"?! that helps describe a strange status that lingered for dec- 
ades whereby formerly-enslaved people were legally free but weren't always 
treated that way. 

The Massachusetts state constitution abolished enslavement in 1780 but 
change didn't come overnight. Ships engaged in the trade of enslaved Afri- 
cans, for example, were still sailing into and out of Salem harbor. (In 1789— 
almost a decade after the ratification of the Massachusetts constitution — 
there was a rebellion aboard one of these ships that had sailed out of Salem, 
in which the ship’s captain was killed.? No doubt “hat was a topic of conver- 
sation in Wenham at the time.) But change lingered because it took time for 
the court system to interpret and enforce the Massachusetts constitution. It 
wasn't until 1836 when the Supreme Judicial Court ruled in the Common- 
wealth vs. Aves case that enslaved people who were brought into Massachu- 
setts from other states were free by virtue of crossing the state line. 

Subtle clues in surviving documents point to the lingering nature of un- 
freedom in Wenham: 

e The handful of people of color who remained in town were allowed by 
law to vote, and consequently they paid a poll tax. But each year's record 
of the tax separated the reporting for people of color from the reporting 
for other residents of town. 

e In 1793 two people of color were about to be included as assets in a 
former enslaver’s estate before being removed at the last minute from 
the inventory of the estate's assets.?? 


e When he wrote his will in 1811, a former enslaver bequeathed a formerly- 
enslaved man to the enslaver’s widow, as if the man were still property 
that could be transferred from one person to another.*4 
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Abolition 

During the 1830s there was a nationwide campaign that circulated peti- 
tions to encourage Congress to abolish enslavement and the trade of enslaved 
people. One of those petitions circulated in Wenham in 1838, organized by 
members of Wenham's Baptist Church and signed by members of both the 
Baptist and Congregational churches. In Wenham’s case, 12% of the town's 
residents signed the petition, including 36 people who were children, grand- 
children or great-grandchildren (or their spouses) of Wenham enslavers.? 
One signer of the petition was Wenham Neck resident Phyllis (Bryant) Free- 
man (ca.1762—1859), whose signatute appeats as the frontispiece of this 
book. Phyllis had been born into enslavement ... witnessed the exodus of 
formerly-enslaved people who left Wen- 
ham ... was at one point the only person 
of color living in town ... and lived long 


enough to see former-enslavers’ family Wenham Neck resident 
members advocate for abolition. Phyllis (Bryant) Free- 
man survived enslave- 
CB C4 C4 ment, witnessed the ex- 
odus out of Wenham, 
In the next three chapters we tour and lived long enough 
Wenham, starting near the Danvers- to sign a petition to 
Wenham town line and working east- Congress calling for 
ward. On this tour we will see 27 houses the abolition of en- 
and house sites that were workplace-res- slavement. 


idences of Wenham’s identified enslaved 

population. We will also see two mill 

complexes and a tan yard where some 

enslaved people worked, the Wenham Congregational Church where over 
half the identified population worshiped, and one (if not three) site where 
some are buried. 
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5 Richard Dodge Jr. (ca.1643—1705) household. 


^ Benton (1905), 76-77. 

In 1764 the colony conducted a census of enslaved people who were at least 16 years old. 
Wenham reported 16 people. The census return for Wenham only provides the total number 
of enslaved people; it does not provide gender-mix, enslaved people's names, or enslavers’ 
names. Province of Massachusetts Bay, MS (1754), 96. However, a total of 21 enslaved people 
have been identified who were living in Wenham that year, per Appendix B. 

In the Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771 Wenham reported eleven “servants for life,” 
providing enslavers’ names and volume of (anonymous) enslaved people in each enslaver’s 
household. But the valuation tallied those only enslaved people who were between the ages of 
14 and 45, and therefore is of limited usefulness for estimating the total size of the enslaved 
population. Wenham’s enslavers and the number of enslaved people tallied: Nathaniel Brown 
Jr. (3), William Cleaves (1), Capt. Jacob Dodge (1), Lieut. Richard Dodge (2), Peter Dodge (1), 
Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1), Dr. Tyler Porter (1) and Edward Waldren Jr. (1). Town of Wen- 
ham, MS (1771), 314-318. Pruitt (1998), xvii, 160, 162, 780. The presence of an enslaved per- 
son in the Peter Dodge household was erroneously omitted from Pruitt (1998), 162. 


5 Appendix B. The percentage-of-total-assets metric is driven by the magnitude of enslav- 
ers’ real estate holdings. The low financial values assigned to enslaved people are indeed a 
contributing factor, but have significantly less impact on percentage-of-total-assets than real 
estate. For further context: The enslaved man who appears as an asset in Thomas Dodge's 
1736 probate inventory was assigned a value equivalent to three horses; Sylvie and her daugh- 
ter (who were included in Lieut. Richard Dodge's 1778 probate inventory) were assigned an 
aggregate value equivalent to three silver watches, or one and a half pews in the meeting house; 
Abner was assigned a value in Nathaniel Brown Jr.’s 1778 probate inventory that was equiva- 
lent to two cows. Essex County Probate 3756 (Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1778), :14 Inventory 
(1778); 7956 ([Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1778), :2 Inventory (1778); and 7988 (Thomas Dodge, 
1736, :102 Inventory (1736). 


6 Scipio Lummus was part of the Dr. Tyler Porter household. For Scipio “an African" who 
died in 1811 see page 227. It was probably a couple of decades before the volume of Massa- 
chusetts-born enslaved people in Wenham and adjacent towns outnumbered those who were 
born in Africa or the Caribbean. Consider the cases of the enslaved people who were living 
during the first two decades of the 189^ century, at least some of whom were probably born in 
Africa: the anonymous boy (active in 1703) in the Richard Dodge Jr. household; the anony- 
mous man (active 1712-1726) in the Walter Fairfield and Freeborn Balch (Beverly) house- 
holds; Archelaus (b. ca.1714) in the Edward Waldren Jr. and Capt. Jacob Dodge households; 
Tobijah (b. ca.1714; unknown enslaver); Pompey Black (b. ca.1717) in the Lieut. William 
Dodge household; Caesar (d. 1723) in the Lieut. John Gott household; and Peter (d. 1723) in 
the Lieut. William Dodge household. 


7 Examples: The children of Scipio and Sarah Black (Jonathan Porter household). 


8 Dinah (unknown enslaver). Flora (Isaac Giddings household). Manning (Lieut. Richard 
Dodge and Capt. John Dodge households). Phoebe (Skipper Dodge household). Sampson 
Brown (Nathaniel Brown Jr. household). 


? Lazarus (Nathaniel Brown Jr. household). Anonymous man (Thomas Dodge household). 


1? Examples: Archelaus (Edward Waldren Jr. and Capt. Jacob Dodge households). 
Hazor/Hazard (Lieut. Richard Dodge and John Gott Jr. households). Pompey Black (Lieut. 
William Dodge household). 
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1! Nancy 22d a/k/a Nancy Porter (Lydia (Tyler) Porter and Dr. Tyler Porter households). 
1? Scipio Lummus and Pompey Porter (see the Dr. Tyler Porter household for both). 


15 Examples: Scipio (Peter Dodge household). Archelaus, Daniel, Eli and Jethro (Capt. Ja- 
cob Dodge household). Abijah, Hazard, Hampshire and Jack (Lieut. Richard Dodge house- 
hold). Thanks go to James Tanzer for sharing his findings from his study of the Dodge family 
account books in the collection of the Wenham Museum. 


14 Appendix B. 
15 Example: Hazard and Flora (Lieut. Richard Dodge household). 


16 Examples: Scipio and Sarah Black (Jonathan Porter household). Hazard and Flora (Lieut. 
Richard Dodge household). 


7 — Examples: Archelaus (Capt. Jacob Dodge household) and Phoebe (Richard Hubbard 
Dodge household). Hazard (John Gott Jr. household) and Judith (Jerusha (Woodbury) Dodge 
household, Beverly). Jethro (Capt. Jacob Dodge household) and Flora (Capt. Daniel Goodhue 
household, Ipswich). Primus Boorgillar (Mary (Porter) Cue household) and Flora (Dea. 
Thomas Chadwick household, Boxford). Sharper (Samuel Gott household) and Deborah (Jo- 
seph Herrick household, Topsfield). 


18 Example: The children of Sharper (Samuel Gott household) and Deborah (Joseph Her- 
rick household, Topsfield). 


19 Primus Boorgillar (Mary (Porter) Cue household) and Peggy Otum. 


2 When Wenham’s minister Rev. Robert Ward Jr. (1694—1732) died he bequeathed copies 
ofworks by the Roman poets Virgil, Horace, and Martial to the grammar school at 
Charlestown. He noted that these works were ad usum Delphini (sometimes called the Delphin 
Classics). The Delphin Classics was a series of texts in Latin, annotated in English, that had 
been expurgated of content that was deemed inappropriate for younger readers. Ward was 
born in Charlestown in 1694, the son of Robert and Margaret (Peache) Ward. Essex County 
Probate 28926 ([Rev.] Robert Ward [Jr.], 1732), Will. Joslyn, ed. (1984—1995), 1:1:31, 162. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #19387767. 


^ Scipio Lummus (John Lummus household, Ipswich; later Dr. Tyler Porter household). 
Hazard (Lieut. Richard Dodge household). 


22 Appendix H. In each of the two cases of attempted escape (i.e., Scipio Lummus and 
Hazard), the enslavers placed newspaper ads describing the enslaved men they were trying to 
find. Scipio Lummus was described as having scars on his temple and Hazard was described 
as having scars on his legs. We don't know whether the men's scars were the result of accidents 
or the result of punishment. 


?3 Scipio Lee Dodge (Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household). Sampson Brown (Nathaniel 
Brown jr. household). Scipio Lummus enlisted when he ran away from the John Lummus 
household in Ipswich, and was subsequently transferred to the Dr. Tyler Porter household in 
Wenham. Hampshire (Lieut. Richard Dodge household) might have been a sailor in the Con- 
tinental Navy. 

^ Abner Brown (Nathaniel Brown Jr. household). 

25 Lewis (1829), 181. See also: Essex County Probate 17590 (Daniel Mansfield, 1758), :8 
Inventory (1758), “negro man named Pompey.” Essex County Deeds 148:135 (Pompey Mans- 
field to heirs of Isaac Hower, 1787). Lewis (1844), 218. Lewis and Newhall (1890), 344. 
Newhall (1897), 198, 236. Hawkes (1907), 88, 92-93, who states that King Pompey's former 
house was still standing in 1907. 


12 Enslaved People e Wenham 


26 Census records should be interpreted directionally as an illustration of the population’s 
decline. The actual population may have been under-reported in any or all of these censuses, 
as there is the possibility that people of color may have avoided census-takers and/or census- 
takers may have avoided people of color. 


7 Example: Pompey Porter (Dr. Tyler Porter household). 
?! Examples: Abner Brown and Sampson Brown (both Nathaniel Brown Jr. household). 


? Examples: Archelaus (Capt. Jacob Dodge household). Pompey Porter (Dr. Tyler Porter 
household). Sarah Black (Dr. Tyler Porter household). Thanks go to Jeanne Pickering for shar- 
ing her insights on the migration of formerly-enslaved people from rural communities to larger 
population centers. 


3 Examples: An anonymous son of Archelaus (Skipper Dodge household or perhaps Capt. 
Jacob Dodge household); Violet and two anonymous boys (Capt. Jacob Dodge household); 
and Sally (Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household). It's an open question which of these may have 
been living in the same household as one of their parents. 

5! Hardesty (2016). Although Hardesty's focus is on pre-Revolution Boston, his model re- 
places the traditional dichotomous conception of enslavement and freedom with a continuum 
of unfreedom. 

32 The schooner Fe/icity was engaged illegally in the trade of enslaved Africans, with Salem 
its home port. Its captain was William Fairfield (1748-1789), who was a great-grandson of 
Wenham enslaver Walter Fairfield (ca.1631—1723). Thirty-five enslaved people were onboard. 
Although they killed Capt. Fairfield they were overcome by the ship's crew. Essex Institute 
(1888); and Bentley (1905), 1:104, 123. 

53 Essex County Probate 7870 (Capt. Jacob Dodge, 1793), :19, Inventory (1793). 

5 — Essex County Probate 22519 (Tyler Porter, 1811), :6, Will (1811). 
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WEST WENHAM 


INCE the late 1600s West Wenham has been defined as the part of town 

to the west of “the Straits," which is the area along Cherry Street between 

Muddy Pond and Cedar Pond. By the 18* century this part of Wenham 
was known as “the West End.”3 The neighborhood had become so popu- 
lous that it even had its own schoolhouse, at the southwest corner of Maple 
Street and Topsfield Road. 

Major roads during the 18 century were the same as today (Burley 
Street, Maple Street, Cherry Street, Topsfield Road)—except that the section 
of Topsfield Road running from the Maple Street-Cherry Street intersection 
to a spot near 76 Topsfield Road wasn’t laid out until the 1830s. Travelers 
going from Topsfield to Beverly had a zigzagging route and had to turn down 
Cherry Street to Flint Street. Now abandoned, Flint Street ran from the cur- 
rent-day intersection of Cherry Street and Stage Hill Road, past the Higgen- 
son Bicentennial Playground, to Topsfield Road. 

Large tracts of what had been town-owned common land were privat- 
ized at the start of the 18 century. Leach's Swamp, along today's rail trail to 
Danvers, became a collection of timber lots. So also did Wenham Swamp, 
also called the Great Swamp. Portions of Lord's Hill, to the north of the 
Beverly town line, became pastureland.*” 

Six houses have been identified in West Wenham that were the work- 
place-residences of enslaved people, one of which—the Thomas Kilham 
House—is still standing. Ten enslavers owned these houses and 13 enslaved 
members of their households have been identified. West Wenham was also the 
site of the Gott Family tan yard, which was likely the workplace of enslaved 
members of the Samuel and Daniel Gott households. 
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tam, S: 


1. Joseph Hacker House site 5. Fiske-Gott House site 
2. Gott Family tan yatd site 6. Thomas Fiske Jr. House site 
3. Charles Gott Jr. House site 7. Hettick-Cue House site 


4. Thomas Kilham House 
(J Surviving house 


O Former site, high conviction 
Ll Former site, medium conviction 


Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. All sites are on private property. 
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1 The Joseph Hacker House, Formerly Near 4-12 Middlewood Drive 


© — Residence of an anonymous enslaved man in the Capt. John Baker household by 
1745 


Joseph Hacker (d. before 1753) built a house on this site in 1700. It was 
acquired by Capt. John Baker (bp. 1701—1745) in 1732 and became the Baker 
family’s homestead. The house was taken down in 1842.38 Baker married Sa- 
rah Herrick (bp. 1707-1744) in 1723. They had 11 children, six of whom died 
during childhood. He acquired the title of captain while fighting in King 
George's War and was likely at the Siege of Louisburg at Cape Breton.* His 
1745 estate inventory included an anonymous enslaved man, who likely 
would have worked Hacker’s farm.*° 


2. The Gott Family Tan Yard, Formerly Near 70-74 Maple Street 
© likely workplace of Sharper in the Samuel Gott and Daniel Gott households 
by 1738 and through 1761 


© Likely workplace of an anonymous enslaved man in the Samuel Gott and Daniel 
Gott households by 1752 


Samuel Gott (1695—1752) started a tanning business about the year 1725 
and his son Daniel continued it until Daniel died in 1758. The tan yard was 
approximately in the area of 70-74 Maple Street. In its day it was one of the 
largest tanneries in Essex County; the 1752 inventory of Samuel’s estate 
shows that he had 100 calf skins in process.*! The inventory also included 
two enslaved men—one of whom has gone unidentified, the other of whom 
was named Sharper. Both likely not only did farm wotk for the Gott family, 
but also likely worked in the Gotts’ tan yard.*? 


16 
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Leathermaking in 18*^-Century Wenham 


Tanning is the multi-step process for treating animal hides to produce 
leather—and in 18-century Wenham it was disgusting work. It in- 
volved soaking of hides in vats of limewater or watered-down urine 
(which facilitated the removal of hair and fat), followed by soaking in 
a solution of water and feces (which softened the hides). Tree bark was 
ground into a powder in a bark mill. The bark powder was then leached 
in water to release tannin, which was used in the final stages of the 
process to convert the cleaned animal hide into leather. The vats could 
be either above ground or in-ground, and the work area where the vats 
wete located was called a tan yard. 


Wenham had other tanners in addition to the Gotts: 

e In 1707 Daniel Claflin (1674-1775) was granted a third of an acre 
of town-owned common land to set up a tan yard along Longham 
Brook to the east of Dodges Row. He built tan vats as well as a 
bark mill, selling the operation in 1722. 

e Josiah Dodge Jr. (1698—after 1772), an enslaver whose farm is dis- 
cussed on pages 130-141 and who lived in Wenham until 1743, 
was a tanner.4 

e During the latter half of the 18'^ century the Orne Family had a 
tan yard and bark house along Longham Brook to the west of Dodges 
Row. 


e William Parker had a tan house in 1771, its location unidentified.” 
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3. The Charles Gott Jr. House, Formerly at 47 Maple Street 

e — Residence of Sharper in tbe Samuel Gott and Daniel Gott households by 1738 
and through 1761 

© — Residence of an anonymous enslaved man in the Samuel Gott and Daniel Gott 
households by 1752 

© — Residence of Scipio in the Daniel Gott household by 1753 and through 1758 

© — Residence of Grace in the Daniel Gott household by 1753 and through 1758 

© — Residence of Caesar in the Daniel Gott household in 1758 

© — Residence of Cate in the Daniel Gott household in 1758 


Charles Gott Jr. (1639-1708) built his house probably about the year 
1666, and it was owned by members of the Gott family through the 18th 
century. The house (or possibly an 18*-century replacement that had been 
built on its site) burned in 1969 when an airplane approaching Beverly Air- 
port crashed in the yard.“ Samuel Gott (1695-1752), the tanner discussed 
above, was a grandson of Charles Jr. and was an owner of the house. He 
married Hannah Andrews (1702-1766) in 1723. Samuel and Hannah had 
seven children, two of whom died before reaching adulthood. 

An enslaved man named Sharper was part of Samuel Gott's household 
by 1738; that year Sharper owned the covenant with the Wenham Congrega- 
tional Church. The fact that the church recorded his owning of the covenant 
but not also his baptism indicates that he was baptized by a different church 
in a town other than Wenham and subsequently moved into the Gott house- 
hold from another enslaver. As property, Sharper was inherited by Samuel 
Gott’s son Daniel Gott (1724-1758) in 1752. Sharper remained on the Gott 
farm until he died in 1761.4 

In 1738 Sharper married Deborah, who was enslaved by Joseph Herrick 
(1667-1749) of Topsfield. Sharper and Deborah had six children: 

e  Bilhah (a daughter), who was baptized in 1739 in Wenham” 

e Enos, who was baptized in 1741 in Topsfield 

e  Zilpah (a daughter), who was baptized in 1744 in Topsfield and 

died in 1773 in Topsfield 

e Charles, who was baptized in 1746 in Topsfield and died that year 

or the following year, probably in Topsfield 
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The Charles Gott Jr. House, photographed in 1919.>! 
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e = Charles 2^4, who was baptized in 1748 in Topsfield, and 

e Abner, who was baptized in 1752 in Wenham. 

Deborah was baptized in 1741 in Topsfield at the same time as son Enos. 
She continued to live in Topsfield after marrying Sharper, along with their 
children, and worshiped at the Topsfield Congregational Church. Deborah, 
Bilhah, Zilpah and Charles 2»? appear in the 1749 probate inventory for Jo- 
seph Herrick. By the time Abner was baptized in 1752, however, Deborah 
was part of the Josiah White (1703-1761) household in Wenham discussed 
on page 99.52 (It is possible that she was subsequently moved to the Andrew 
Cole (1729-1787) household, discussed on page 89. A woman named Deb- 
orah died in 1764 while part of the Cole household, although no evidence 
has been found that she was indeed the same Deborah who was part of the 
White household during the 1750s.) 

There were two enslaved men named Abner living in Wenham in the 
1770s, and the Abner baptized in 1752 may have been one of them. One was 
part of the Nathaniel Brown Jr. (ca.1705—1778) household by 1774 if not by 
1771, discussed on page 77. The other was part of the Maj. Richard Dodge 
Jr. (1738-1802) household by 1771, discussed on page 183.53 In addition, he 
could have been the Abner Black who was living in Wenham between 1783 
and 1790, discussed on page 225. 

The 1752 inventory of Samuel Gott’s estate included two enslaved 
men—Sharper, and one other man who has gone unidentified. 


Record of Deborah’s and Enos’s baptisms, 1741.5? 
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Records of Sharper's owning of the covenant with the Wenham Con- 
gregational Church (1738) and Bilhah's and Abner's baptisms (1739 
and 1752).>° 
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Có Có C$ 


Daniel Gott (1724—1758), Samuel Gott's son, married Mary Rogers 
(1720—after 1759) in 1743. They had five children, one of whom died as an 
infant. Like his father, Daniel was a tanner.5 

In addition to Sharper and the anonymous enslaved man that Daniel 
inherited in 1752, Daniel Gott had at least four other enslaved people in 
his household: Scipio, Grace, Caesar and Cate. Scipio and Grace matried in 
1753, both of whom wete already part of the Daniel Gott household. Nei- 
ther of them was baptized by the Wenham Congregational Church, yet they 
were married by Rev. Joseph Swain (1723—1792) at Swain’s house. It seems 
unlikely that the minister would have married a couple that hadn't been 
baptized, which strongly suggests that both were baptized in a town other 
than Wenham and subsequently transferred into the Gott household from 
another enslaver(s). Both were living in 1758 when they were included in 
Daniel's probate inventory. Caesar (identified as a boy") and Cate (a child") 
also appear in the 1758 inventory, immediately after Scipio and Grace. One 
can hypothesize that they were Scipio and Grace’s children.5? As with the 
enslaved people in the Samuel Gott household, those in the Daniel Gott 
household likely did farm work as well as work in Gott’s tan yard. 
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Church record of Scipio and Grace's wedding at Rev. Joseph Swain's 
house, 1753.9? 
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4. The Thomas Kilham House, 26 Maple Street 
e — Residence of Pompey in the Josiah Fairfield household by 1737 


Thomas Kilham built this house by 1686 and sold it to the Fairfield fam- 
ily in 1701.5! Josiah Fairfield (1701—1745) received it as a wedding present 
from his father William in 1725, having married Eunice Cogswell (ca.1703— 
1730) the prior year. Josiah's second wife was Elizabeth Appleton (ca.1706— 
1800) whom he married in 1731. Josiah and Eunice had four children, all of 
whom died during childhood. Josiah and Elizabeth had eight children, only 
three of whom reaching adulthood. In the 1730s he farmed 45 acres on both 
sides of Maple Street.9? 

Pompey, an enslaved man in the Fairfield household, was baptized by 
the Wenham Congregational Church and owned the covenant in 1737. His 
baptism and owning of the covenant were also on the same day as Wharfer’s 
(Capt. Thomas Tatbox (1684—1774) household) baptism and owning of the 
covenant (Wharfer being an enslaved man on the abutting farm).? The 
Thomas Kilham House has a room in its attic that dates from the late 18% or 
early 19'^ century, and may be a reconfiguration of an earlier room. If an 
earlier room did exist in this location, it is likely that it was Pompey's living 
quarters. 


Record of Pompey's baptism, 1737.“ 
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Attic room in the Thomas Kilham House, exterior. The room as currently 
configured dates from the late 18" or early 19" century, and therefore post- 
dates Pompey's time in the house. But it gives us an idea of what Pompey's 
living conditions may have looked like.9? 
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Attic room in the Thomas Kilham House, interior. The slanted portion of 
the ceiling has wood shingles nailed to the underside of the roof deck to pre- 
vent rainwater from dripping into the room. The horizontal portion of the ceil- 
ing and the walls are plastered. There is no plaster anywhere else in the attic— 
which indicates this room was used for habitation and not just storage. It is an 
extremely uncomfortable room: beastly hot in the summer and bitter cold in 
the winter.© 


26 Enslaved People e Wenham 


The Thomas Kilham House.” 
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5. The Fiske-Gott House, Formerly Near Meridian Road 
© — Residence of Caesar in the Lieut. John Gott household by 1723 


© Residence of Hazard in the John Gott Jr. household by 1754 and as late as 
1762 


William Fiske 3*4 (1663-1745) built a house in the vicinity of Meridian 
Road probably around 1695. In 1710 he sold it to Lieut. John Gott (1668— 
1723). The house subsequently came to be owned by his son John Gott Jr. 
(ca.1694—1761) who raised his family there. The house burned in 1797 or 
1798.68 

Lieut. John was the son of Charles Gott Jr. and father of Samuel Gott, 
discussed above in the context of the Charles Gott Jr. House. He married 
Rebecca Tarbox (1672—1765) in 1693 and they had three children. Gott died 
in 1723 of what appears to have been a smallpox epidemic.® Lieut. John had 
an enslaved man named Caesar in his household. Caesar died just three days 
after Gott, probably also of smallpox.” 
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Partial church record of deaths during the epidemic of 1723. Lieut. 
John Gott is #15 while Caesar is #17. Lieut. John's age is provided but 
Caesar's is not."! 
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John Gott Jr., Lieut. John's son, was a carpenter and housewright, and 
was on the committee that oversaw the construction of Wenham's Fourth 
Meeting House in 1748. By 1756 he was a shipwright. He was married twice. 
His first wife, whom he probably married in 1715, was Martha Kimball (ca.1692— 
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1750). His second wife, whom he married in 1750, was Elizabeth (Rogers) 
Kimball (1714—by 1790). John and first wife Martha had five children, all of 
whom died during a diphtheria epidemic in 1737. John and second wife Eliz- 
abeth had three children, all of whom lived to adulthood.” 

John Gott Jr. had an enslaved man named Hazatd in his household by 
1754. Born about 1720 or 1721 and originally known as “Hazor,” he had 
been enslaved by Nehemiah Dodge of Ipswich until 1745, at which point he 
was sold to enslaver Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) otf Wenham. He tried 
to run away from Dodge in 1751, by which time he was known as “Hazard” 
(see pages 164-167), but was captured and sold to Gott in 1753 or 1754. 
Hazard undoubtedly spent most of his time working the Gott farm. After all, 
John Gott Jr. didn't have any adult sons in the 1750s to help him with its 
operation, and Gott the shipwright would have spent time away from the 
farm when he was building a ship. 

In 1754 Hazard was baptized by the Wenham Congregational Church 
and owned the covenant. Two years later he was admitted to full communion 
with the church. He had partnered with Flora when they were both part of 
the Lieut. Richard Dodge household, their first child Hampshire having been 
born in the late 1730s or 1740s. They had two more children together—Di- 
nah and Caesar—and all three children were baptized in 1754 at the same 
time as Hazard.” The children were part of the Dodge household along with 
their mother.” Flora remained in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household and 
died in 1757.75 (For Flora and the children see page 167.) 

In 1758 (at Beverly) Hazard married Judith, an enslaved woman in the 
Jerusha (Woodbury) Dodge (bp. 1680) household of that town. By 1759 Ju- 
dith had been transferred to the John Dodge (1717-1779) household dis- 
cussed on pages 51-54. That year Hazard and Judith's daughter Flora was 
baptized. (Flora seems to have been named for the mother of Hazard's other 
children.) Hazard was still part of the Gott household when John Gott Jr.'s 
probate inventory was made in 1762. He is the only enslaved person who 
appears in that inventory.” 
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Records of Hazard’s and his children Hampshire, Dinah (*Dinai") 
and Caesar's baptisms, 1754.7 
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Records of Hazard's owning of the covenant and full communion with 
the Wenham Congregational church, 1754 and 1756.” “Owning the 
covenant” denoted the absence of a conversion or personal confession of 
faith that would otherwise allow for full communion with the church. 
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Record of Flora's baptism, 1759.” 
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Record of Wharfer’s baptism, 1737.°° 
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6. The Thomas Fiske Jr. House, Formerly Approximately Near 3 or 6 
Daniels Road 
e — Residence of Wharfer in the Capt. Thomas Tarbox household by 1737 and as 
late as 1759 
© Residence of an anonymous enslaved person in the Samuel Tarbox household 
during the 18” century 


Thomas Fiske Jr. (ca.1653—1723) owned a farm along Topsfield Road 
and built a house, probably about the year 1687, that was rather set back 
from the road on a site near 3 or 6 Daniels Road. He sold it in 1712 to Capt. 
Thomas Tarbox (1684-1774). It’s not known how long the house stood, but 
it was gone by the beginning of the twentieth century when its cellar hole was 
recorded by a local historian.§! Capt. Thomas Tarbox was a housewright. He 
married Esther Edwards (ca.1681—1766) in 1707; they had ten children, five 
of whom died as children.*? 

Wharfer, an enslaved man in Capt. Thomas’ household, was baptized by 
the Wenham Congregational Church and owned the covenant in 1737. 
Wharfer’s baptism and owning of the covenant were also on the same day as 
his neighbor Pompey’s (Josiah Fairfield household) baptism and owning of 
the covenant. Wharfer was admitted to full communion with the church in 
1759.83 

Có Có C$ 


Samuel Tarbox (1715-1784), like his father Capt. Thomas, was a house- 
wright. He had two buildings identified as “shops” on his property in 1771. 
Although the record of his shops doesn't tell us what they were used for, 
their presence suggests that Tarbox was engaged in another trade in addition 
to house building.&^ In 1737 he married Mary Cue (1718-1792), a daughter 
of enslavers Robert Jr. and Mary (Porter) Cue, discussed below. They had 
nine children, three of whom died in childhood. He was deacon of the Wen- 
ham Congregational Church from 1761 until his death in 1784.9 A 1905 ge- 
nealogy states that Samuel had one enslaved person (gender not recorded) in 
his household.*6 An anonymous person of color was tallied as a member of 
widow Mary (Cue) Tarbox’s household in the Federal census of 1790,87 
someone who probably had previously been enslaved by the Tarbox family. 
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7. The Herrick-Cue House, Formerly at 36 Topsfield Road 


© — Residence of Primus Boorgillar in the Robert Cue Jr. and Mary (Porter) Cue 
households by 1737 and as late as 1773 


The house at 36 Topsfield Road is a 19%-century structure built on the 
site of a late 17*^-century house. The earliest mention of the original house is 
from 1695, when Robert Cue (ca.1662—1699) bought it from his father-in- 
law Ephraim Herrick (bp. 1638—1693).88 Cue was married twice. His first wife 
was Mary Herrick (b. 1667), whom he married in 1682. His second wife was 
Elizabeth (maiden name unknown, ca.1652—1726), whom he married about 
the year 1690.9 At the time of his death, Cue had an indentured servant in 
his household, Eleazer Lake, who was born in Topsfield in 1686. 

Robert Cue Jr. (1695—1737) inherited his father's house. When Robert 
Jt. died in 1737 his estate included an enslaved man named Primus.?! Mary 
(Porter) Cue (1700—1795), Robert Jr.’s widow, inherited both the house and 
Primus from her late husband. (Robert and Mary had married in 1718 and 
had seven children, all girls.) Mary remained a widow for an astounding 58 
years, an amount of time that was remarkable for the 18" century. She con- 
tinued to live in the Herrick-Cue House at least until 1794 if not until her 
death the next year.?? 

Primus was baptized by the Wenham Congregational Church and owned 
the covenant in 1737, and was admitted to full communion in 1742. In 1753 
he married (at Boxford) Flora, an enslaved member of the Dea. Thomas 
Chadwick (1712-1788) household of that town. Flora died there in 1756. By 
1759 Primus had adopted the surname “Boorgillar” (which is likely a pho- 
netic spelling), the reason for which is unexplained. That year Primus Boor- 
gillar and Peggy Otum, a free woman of color of Hampton Falls, announced 
the intention of their marriage.’ 

Primus and Peggy had two daughters, Dillah (b. 1761) and Phoebe (b. 
1764). Both wete born in Wenham, presumably on Mary Cue's farm. Both 
were baptized at the Wenham Congregational Church, indicating that their 
parents were among the group of enslaved people who worshiped there.” 
And both were likely considered free people of color under the doctrine of 
partus sequitur ventrem which said that a child's legal status was inherited from 
het mother. In 1780 Dillah married Cato Ranson in Danvers; in 1782 Phoebe 
married Caesar Brooks in Danvers. The Danvers town clerk rendered both 
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brides’ surname as “Bargila” and the Wenham town clerk rendered Phoebe’s 
surname as *Boargillah."?» 

In 1773 Primus and Peggy were “warned out” of town. Warning-out was 
a practice that managed a town's risk of having to provide financial support 
to low-income or otherwise-unwelcome residents. When someone was 
warned out, the town constable evicted that person from the given town. The 
court record identifies Primus as “a negro man servant of Mary Cue of Wen- 
ham" and Peggy as “a free negro woman of Wenham,” and indicates that the 
case was dismissed without trial.?6 But the circumstances of the warning-out 
are unexplained. Although the town making the complaint to the court isn't 
actually identified, it was most likely Wenham. The court record doesn’t iden- 
tify Primus as a free person of color, which seems to rule out the hypothesis 
that Mary (Porter) Cue had emancipated him. Perhaps Cue had consented to 
Primus living offsite with his wife and daughters despite his enslaved status, 
but Primus' and Peggy's neighbors objected. 
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1737 receipt mentioning Primus.” 
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Records of Dillah's and Phoebe’s baptisms, 1761 and 1765.!^! 
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Court record of Primus’ and Peggy’s warning-out, 1773.1% 
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5€ — “The Straits" as a place name was still in use as late as the 1910s. Essex County Deeds 
57:130 (Ebenezer Fiske to Nathaniel Brown Jr., 1730); 73:229 (Nathaniel Browne [sze, Jr.] to 
Joseph Batcheller [sz], 1736[/7]); 112:84 (Benjamin and Margaret Trow to Jonathan Kimball 
Je., 1750[/1]); and 158:178 (Thomas Kimball to Nathaniel Kimball, 1793). Town of Wenham 
(1916), 47. Wenham Historical Society, (1930), 99, 142, 158, 167, 179. Phillips (1938), 107. 
Wenham Historical Society, Supplement (1940), 41, 43. Wenham Historical Association & Mu- 
seum (1992), 137. Further research may uncover additional references. 


37 For more information on West Wenham’s early farms, common land and roads see Cor- 
coran (2021), vol. 1. 


58 — Title History: Essex County Deeds 16:25 (John and Sarah Leach to Edward Whittington, 
1686; and Edward Whittington to Joseph Hooker [si] and John Berry, 1689); 39:182 (John 
Leach Sr. to Edward Whittington, 1689; and Edward Whittington to Joseph Hooker and John 
Berry, 1689); 59:117 (Joseph Hooker et al. to [Capt.] John Baker et al., 1732); 94:171 (Benjamin 
Herrick et al. to [Capt.] John Baker, 1732). Essex County Probate 1445 (Capt. John Baker, 
1745), :3 Will (1745), :7 Inventory (1747). Essex County Deeds 148:189 (Cornelius Baker to 
John Clarke, mortgage, 1788). Essex County Probate 1417 (Cornelius Baker, 1808), :10-12 
Division of Real Estate (1822). Essex County Deeds 226:45 (John Baker to Simeon Putnam, 
mortgage, 1821); 240:217 (Uzziel Dodge, administrator, to Isaac Woodberry Jr., 1826); 243:163 
(Sarah Baker to Cornelius Baker, 1825); 245:35 (Isaac Jr. and Nancy Woodberry to Samuel 
Obear, 1826); 245:35 (Samuel and Abigail Obear to Uzziel Rea, mortgage, 1827); and 275:236 
(Amos Sheldon, administrator, to Joel Wilkins, 1834). To Warren Peabody (1783-1854) but 
deed not recorded. Essex County Probate 49487 (Warten Peabody, 1854), :4 Inventory (1854), 
119-24 Widow's Thirds (1854). Essex County Deeds 517:35 (Joseph Cook, administrator, to 
Edward W. Peabody, 1855); 567:138 (Edward W. and Elizabeth Peabody to George W. Pea- 
body, 1857); 567:282 (George W. and Lucy Peabody to Joseph Cook and William B. Morgan, 
1858); and 1875:26 (Martha A. Morgan and Isaac M. Woodbury to Edgar E. Stanyan, 1907). 
Maps: Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 34, “Edgar E. Stanyan" property. Conant 
(attributed), MS (no date), 1987.38, house site #41. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (1941), 
1971.10.031B. Lillie (1976), “1st. Lt. Cornelius Baker" House. Osher References: Gragg (1900), 7- 
9). Corcoran (2021), 1:42-43, 122, 124. Corcoran (2023), 47. 


5? Essex County Probate 1445. Herrick and Herrick (1885), 237, 244. Essex Institute (1904), 
8, 9, 88, 130, 183, 184. Topsfield Historical Society (1906-1907), 1:31. Essex Institute (1916— 
1925), 3:72, 492. Findagrave.com, memorials #19382955 and 19382973. 


^ Essex County Probate 1445:7. 


^B Essex County Probate 11323 (Daniel Gott, 1758), :7 Division of Estate, tan vats, tan 
house, lime house; :24 Inventory (1758), tan house, tan yard; :28 Inventory, bark shaves, flesh- 
ing knives, beaming knives. Essex County Probate 11342 (Samuel Gott, 1752), :3, tan yard, 20 
cords of bark, calf skins; :6, tan yard. M. O. Allen (1860), 135. Pool (1872), 23-24. Perley 
(1888), 2:1242. Cutter (1908), 3:1213-1214. Conant (attributed), MS (no date), 1987.38, house 
site #39 “near the old Gott Tannery.” Cole (1943), 54. Lillie (1984), 3, 8, I-A1, I-A5. Corcoran 
(2021), 2:123. Per Pool, the tan vats were in-ground. The tan house does not appear in the 
Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771 for Elizabeth Gott. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 317. 
Pruitt (1998), 162. 


? Essex County Probate 11342:2. 


^ Essex County Deeds 41:29 (Daniel and Sarah Claflin to Emerson Cogswell, 1722). Wen- 
ham Historical Society (1936), 3-4, 29, 165; “John Dodds” at 3 is a transcription error for John 
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Dodge. Perley (1888), 2:1242. Cole (1943), 54. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 
1973.52.029. Both Cole and Dodge thought that Claflin's tan yard was near 107 Larch Row. 
See pages 158-162 for discussion of the Claflin property. 


^ Essex County Deeds 124:54 (Josiah [Jr.] and Prudence Dodge to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 
1742[/3]) and 124:59 (Josiah [Jr.] and Prudence Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1742[/3]). L. 
A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.029, sited “Claflin’s tan yard” on the same spot 
as the Josiah Dodge Jr. House formerly near 107 Larch Row. Cole (1945), 54, seems to agree 
with him. But the unanswered question is whether (a) Josiah Dodge Jr. built his house on the 
prior site of Claflin’s tan yard or (b) Cole and Louis Dodge conflated the Josiah Dodge Jr. tan 
yard with the Claflin tan yard along Longham Brook. 


^» Essex County Deeds 111:232 (Skipper Dodge to Joshua Orne, 1765); 178:254 (William 
Orne et al. to Joshua Orne [Jr.], 1796; 200:171 (Joshua [Jr.] and Sally Orne to Nathaniel Flint, 
1806); and 200:171 (Nathaniel and Nabby Flint to William Cleaves, 1813). Town of Wenham, 
MS (1771), 315 (tan house). Essex County Probate 20081 (Joshua Orne, 1784), :8 Inventory 
(1794), “tanyard [sz] and bark house.” Pruitt (1998), 162 (tan house). The vats were in-ground; 
see Perley (1888), 2:1242. The tan yard and bark mill were adjacent to the Amos Dodge House 
shown on the map on page 162. 


^6 Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 315. Pruitt (1998), 162. Parker himself has yet to be iden- 
tified. 


^ — Title History: Essex County Deeds 41:17 (John Gott to John Gott [Jr.] and Samuel Gott, 
1723); and 49:2 (division of property between John [Jr.] and Samuel Gott, 1724), first moiety. 
(The 1724 division of property was recorded in a highly-detailed deed, the recorded copy of 
which has been badly damaged. Much of its content, unfortunately, has been lost) Essex 
County Probate 11342:3 Inventory (1752), :5-6 Will (1752); and 11323, :6-9 Division of Estate 
(1772). Essex County Deeds 140:237 (Moses and Elizabeth Titcomb to Nathan Wood, 1770); 
149:56 (Moses and Elizabeth Titcomb to Joseph Fairfield, mortgage, 1785; 167:144 (Timothy 
and Lydia Leach to [Capt.] John Moulton, 1800); 200:162 ([Capt.] John and Molly Moulton to 
Nathaniel Kimball, 1813); 312:253 (Nathaniel and Rebecca Kimball to Benjamin Dodge, 
1836); 312:258 (Benjamin and Mehitable Dodge to Samuel Symonds, 1839); 422:132 (Samuel 
and Sally Simonds [sz] to Joseph G. Kent, 1850); 2235:125 (John K. Kent et al. to Joseph F. 
Kent, 1913); 2367:301 (Elmira E. Fulcher to John K. Kent, 1917); 2367:302 (John K. Kent to 
Andrew Schlehuber, 1917); 2370:187 (Andrew Schlehuber to Alma F. Schlehuber, 1917); 2985: 
155 (Alma F. and Andrew Schlehuber to Carl W. and Hazel A. Gram, 1934); 3276:535 (Carl 
W. and Hazel A. Gram to Francis B. and Evlyn [sz] L. Chalifoux, 1941); 3378:99 (Evelyn L. 
Chalifoux to Francis B. Chalifoux, 1944); 3509:185 (Francis B. Chalifoux to Rita Wheelwright, 
1947); 3675:156 (Francis B. and Elizabeth R. Chalifoux to Laurence J. Jr. and Natalie M. 
Brengle, 1949). Maps: Walling (1856), “J. G. Kent" House. Beers (1872), 95, “J. G. Kent” 
House. Walker (1884), 87, “J. G. Kent” House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 
34, “Joseph F. Kent” House. Essex County Deeds Plan 78:14 (“Plan of Land of Francis B. 
Chalifoux & Elizabeth R. Chalifoux, Located in Wenham, Mass.," 1949); and 133:79 (“Plan of 
Maple Street in the Town of Wenham,” 1975). Osher References: Corcoran (2021), 1:53-57, 122- 
123, 156-161. 


^ Essex County Probate 15516 ([Ens.] Benjamin Kimball, 1766), :2 Receipt from Hannah 
Kimball witnessed by Elizabeth Gott (1767). Andrews (1890), 203, 211. Essex Institute (1904), 
41, 42, 86, 125, 201, 207. Essex Institute (1916-1925), 1:39, 3:52, 434. Corcoran (2021), 2:111- 
112, 123. Corcoran (2023), 47. Findagrave.com, memorial #52878358. Hannah (Andrews) 
Gott married enslaver Ens. Benjamin Kimball in 1754 per Essex Institute (1904), 125, 135; 
see also Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:113. Kimball is treated on page 93 of this text. 
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^4? Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 66. Essex Institute (1904), 
227. Corcoran (2021), 2:112. “Owning the covenant” denoted the absence of a conversion or 
personal confession of faith that would otherwise allow for full communion with the church. 
Sharper's name, of course, is unusual to today's ear—but it wasn’t unique. Another example 
was Sharper Freeman (ca.1742—1822), an enslaved man born in Africa who was buried in 
Reading. Findagrave.com, memorial #19956475. 


50 Bilhah’s father had owned the covenant with the Wenham Congregational Church but 
Bilhah’s mother hadn’t yet been baptized. Consequently, Bilhah was baptized at Wenham in- 
stead of Topsfield. But despite her baptism at Wenham, she was probably never a resident of 
Wenham, and likely lived with her mother in Topsfield during infancy and early childhood. 


51 Photographed June 30, 1919 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843-1921). Image courtesy of 
the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, B. H. Conant Collection, Plate #03307. This 
image previously appeared on Josephs and Heitz (1992), 0:39:28, and in Corcoran (2021), 1:57. 
It is possible that the structure shown here was an 18'-century replacement of the Charles 
Gott Jr. House. 


3 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 42, 122. Topsfield Congrega- 
tional Church, MS (1726-1869), 22, 26, 30, 32, 77. Essex County Probate 13159 (Joseph Her- 
rick, 1749), :7 Inventory (1749). Essex County Probate 11323:28, Inventory (1758). Essex 
County Probate 29607 (Josiah White, 1761), :7 Inventory (1761). M. O. Allen (1860), 90. Her- 
rick and Herrick (1885), 210. Topsfield Historical Society (1903), 113, 258. Essex Institute 
(1904), 84, 180, 181. Corcoran (2021), 2:112. 


55  'The Abner in the Brown household was identified by name in Brown's will of 1774 and 
is probably one of the three anonymous enslaved people tallied in the Brown household in 
the Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. Essex County 
Probate 3756 (Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1778). Pruitt (1998), 160. If the Abner in the Brown 
household was indeed one of the three people tallied in 1771, then he and the Abner in the 
Dodge household were two different men—since the Abner in the Dodge household was 
recorded as being in the Dodge household in 1771 and 1773. [Maj.] R. Dodge Jr., MS (1766— 
1807), 9, 31. But if the Abner in the Brown household was 7 one of the three people tallied 
in the Brown household in 1771, then it’s possible that all three Abners were the same man: 
part of the White household in 1762, part of the Dodge household during 1771—1773, and 
part of the Brown household by 1774. 


?* Essex County Probate 11342:2. 


5 ‘Topsfield Congregational Church, MS (1726-1869), 22: “August 9. Deborah a Negro 
Servant woman belonging to Joseph Herrick, and Katharine a Negro Servant maid belonging 
to Joseph Porter: and Enos a child son of said Deborah[]s & her husband Sharper a Negro 
man servant to Sam! Gott of Wenham.” 


56 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55: “[#]12 June 4: Sharper ne- 
gro Servant of Mr Samuel Gott.” 122: “[#]137 Bilhah Daughter of Sharper & Deborah ne- 
groes.” 42: “[#]46. July 19. Abner Son of Sharper Negro Serv. to Sam!. Gott, & of Deborah 
Sert. to Josiah White.” 


5? Essex County Probate 11323:19-23, Widow’s Dower (1759). White (1900), 1:47. Essex 
Institute (1904), 41, 42, 74, 125, 163, 201. Findagrave.com, memorial #60733173. 

58 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 186); Wenham First Congregational Church, MS 
(1643-1805), 86. Essex County Probate 11323:28. Essex Institute (1904), 180, 181. 
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5 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 186): “A Purpose of Marriage Between Scipio 
the Man Sett and Grace the woman Sert of M: Daniel Gott of Wenham. was Published March 
25 1753.” 


€ Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 86: “[#]29. April 19. Scipio & 
Grace Servants to Mt. Daniel Gott at my house.” Rev. Swain's house was on the site of 188 
Main Street prior to the construction of the brick house that's there today. Cole (1945), 67. 
Essex County Deeds Plan 1950:655 (“Land of Rupert H. and Helen V. Crehore, Wenham, 
Mass.,"1950). 


61 Dendrochronology is needed to determine how much of the existing house, if any, in- 
corporates the original structure. Tite History: Essex County Deeds 15:63 (Thomas Kilham to 
William Fairfield, 1701); 70:75 (William Fairfield to Josiah Fairfield, 1725); 78:178 (William 
Fairfield to Josiah Fairfield, 1738), first parcel; and 135:80 (Josiah Fairfield to Matthew Fair- 
field, 1771), second deed. Essex County Probate 9191 (Josiah Fairfield, 1777), :12 Inventory 
(1778), :20-21 Will (1777). Essex County Deeds 141:123 (Elizabeth Fairfield vs. Matthew Fair- 
field et al., writ of dower, 1783); 153:244 (Matthew Fairfield to [Dr.] Josiah Fairfield [Jr.], 1788); 
162:277 (Matthew Fairfield to Thomas Kimball [Jr.] and Joseph Kimball, 1797); and 162:164 
(Joseph Fairfield to [Rev.] John Fairfield, 1797), second and third parcels. Essex County Pro- 
bate 15769 (Thomas Kimball [Jr.], 1811), :20-21, Widow's Dower (1815), :24 Inventory (1811). 
Essex County Deeds 203:248 (John Kimball to Thomas Kimball [353], 1814); 220:68 (Edmund 
Kimball et al. to Thomas Kimball [3*3], 1815); 214:131 (Thomas Kimball [3*3] to Edmund 
Kimball, mortgage, 1817), first parcel; 224:55 (Thomas Kimball [37d] et al. to Edmund Kimball, 
1820); 233:72 (Benjamin P. Kimball to Edmund Kimball, 1823); 233:86 (Edmund Kimball to 
Thomas Kimball [353], 1823); 233:86 (Thomas Kimball [2*3] to Edmund Kimball, mortgage, 
1823); 236:181 (John Kimball 27 [sic] to Thomas Kimball [353], 1824); and 338:196 (Ebenezer 
Todd et al. to Thomas Kimball [3], 1835). Essex County Probate 44452 (Thomas Kimball 
3rd], 1846), :5, Inventory (1846), :14-16, Widow's Dower (1847). Essex County Deeds 531:286 
Edmund Kimball to Solomon E. Kimball, 1856); 531:287 (Ebenezer S. Kimball to Solomon 
E. Kimball, 1856); 536:296 (Nancy and Joseph Kent to Solomon E. Kimball, 1856); and 708: 
111 (Edmund Kimball et al. to Solomon E. Kimball, 1866). Essex County Probate 150305 
Solomon E. Kimball, 1924). Essex County Deeds 4145:110 (Elwell F. Kimball to George R. 
Wheeler, 1955); 4172:383 (George R. Wheeler to Eldridge T. and Dorothy E. Davis, 1955); 
4172:385 (Eldridge T. and Dorothy E. Davis to Equitable Co-Operative Bank, mortgage, 
955); 4199:298 (Eldridge T. and Dorothy E. Davis to Earle W. and Josephine A. Newton, 
955); and 4199:299 (Eatle W. and Josephine A. Newton to Haverhill Savings Bank, mortgage, 
955). Maps: Hales (1825). Walling (1856), “T. Kimball Est.” House. Beers (1872), 95, “T. 
Kimball Est.” House. Walker (1884), 87, “S. Kimball” House. Walker Lithography & Publish- 
ing Co. (1910), 34, “S. Kimball" House. Conant (attributed), MS (no date), 1987.38, house site 
#37'/2. Essex County Deeds Plan 4199:298 (“Plan of Land in Wenham Owned by Eldridge 
T. Davis," 1955). Other References: Corcoran (2021), 2:27-30, 93, 136-139. 


92 The Salem Gazette, March 21, 1800, 3. W. S. Appleton (1873), 8. Essex Institute (1904), 
35, 86, 99, 117, 196. Essex Institute (1910), 2:28, 106, 156. Cutter (1913), 1:178. Corcoran 
(2021), 2:114-122. Findagrave.com, memorials #102899525 and 142195868. 


6 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 124. Corcoran (2021), 
2:124-125. Baptism not recorded in Essex Institute (1904). “Owning the covenant” denoted 
the absence of a conversion or personal confession of faith that would otherwise allow for full 
communion with the church. 
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64 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 124: “[#]89 Pompey negro 
Servant of Josiah Fairfield.” 


9 December 5, 2023 photograph by Robert O. Corcoran. Exterior dimensions are 9’ east- 
west by 14’ 10” north-south. The room originally had a knee wall, but that wall is now missing, 
perhaps having been removed when the attic was insulated in the 1970s. “PETER” is written 
on chalk on the door and faces the interior of the room when the door is closed. Peter has not 
been identified. See also Corcoran (2021), 2:175-176. 


6 December 5, 2023 photograph by Robert O. Corcoran. 
9 November 11, 2023 photograph by Robert O. Corcoran. 


6 — Tae History: Essex County Deeds 23:231 (William Fiske [353] to John Gott, 1710); 41:17 
(John Gott to John Gott [Jr.] and Samuel Gott, 1723); and 49:2 (division of property between 
John [Jr.] and Samuel Gott, 1724), second moiety. (The 1724 division of property was recorded 
in a highly-detailed deed, the recorded copy of which has been badly damaged. Much of its 
content, unfortunately, has been lost.) Essex County Probate 11332 (John Gott [Jr.], 1761), :7- 
9 Widow's Thirds (1765). Essex County Deeds 123:268 (Nathaniel Gott to Francis Porter, 
1777); 135:87 (Elizabeth Gott to Francis Porter, 1777); 141:172 (Francis Porter to John Page, 
1784); 154:134 (John Page to Thomas Kimball Jr., 1786); 154:134 (William and Eunice Young 
to Thomas Kimball Jr., 1791); and 154:134 (Francis Porter to Thomas Kimball Jr., 1792). 
Essex County Probate 15769 (Thomas Kimball [Jr.], 1811), :20-21 Widow's Dower (1813), the 
*Long Field." Essex County Deeds 677:79 (Clarissa Potter to Isaac Porter, 1850); 916:147 
(Lydia Batchelder to Betsey B. Gage, 1874); 929:84 (Isaac Porter to Hiram L. Roberts, 1875); 
1152:283 (Betsey B. and Caleb S. Gage to Hiram L. Roberts, 1885); 1674:262 (Hiram L. and 
Harriet M. Roberts to Emma Weatherbee, 1902), second parcel; 2363:333 (Emma Weath- 
etbee, notice of filing of petition, 1917), first parcel; and 2366:459 (Emma Weatherbee, 
notice of disposal of petition, 1917). Essex County Land Court Decree 4880, Case 6305 
(Emma Weatherbee, confirmation of title, 1917); and Land Court Decree 4890 (John J. and 
Emma Weatherbee to B. Hammond Tracy, 1917). Maps: Essex County Land Court Certifi- 
cate Plan 6305 (1916, 1948, 1950, 1960, 1961 and 1973). Essex County Deeds Plan 60:12 
(“Plan of a Portion of Topsfield Road," 1931), sheet 4. Osher References: Ganz (2013), 179- 
187. Corcoran (2021), 1:20-22, 54, 122, 124, 142-144, 163-164, 166. 

The house disappeared suddenly in 1797 or 1798, and it is an assumption that the house 
burned. Thomas Kimball Jr. (1756-1810) owned both the Fiske-Gott House and the neigh- 
boring Thomas Kilham House, buying the former property in multiple transactions between 
1786 and 1792, and buying the latter in 1797. For purchase of the latter property see Essex 
County Deeds 162:277 (Matthew Fairfield to Thomas Kimball [Jr.] and Joseph Kimball, 1797). 
However, Kimball owned just one house at the time of the Massachusetts and Maine Direct 
Tax of 1798. “Massachusetts and Maine Direct Tax," MS (1798), 361. It's worth noting that 
Kimball's estate inventory of 1811 listed only one house, even though the estate still owned 
the sites of both houses. Furthermore, when Huldah (Porter) Kimball's widow's third was set 
off from the rest of the farm in 1813, it is clear that she was living in the Thomas Kilham 
House. Essex County Probate 15769 (Thomas Kimball [Jr.], 1811), :20-21 Widow's Dower 
(1813), :24 Inventory (1811). 

69 Tarbox (1888), 30. H. Davis (1897), 38-39. Essex Institute (1904), 41, 42, 201. Essex 
Institute (1905—1906), 1:394, 2:476. Essex Institute (1916—1925), 3:434, 4:374. Corcoran 
(2021), 2:103-107, 110. Findagrave.com, memorials #52878721 and 55121980. 


70 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 93. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 
Cole (1943), 91. Corcoran (2021), 2:111. 
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7" — Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 93. 


7 Essex County Deeds 137:198 (John [Jr.] and Elizabeth Gott to Samuel Tarbox, 1756). H. 
Davis (1897), 39 (shipwright). Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:51, 114. White (1900), 1:47, 
88-89. Essex Institute (1904), 41, 42, 74, 125, 136, 138, 163, 201. Corcoran (2021), 2:147, 257- 
258, 270. Findagrave.com, memorial #60732873. For the 1737 epidemic: Wenham First Con- 
gregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 127; Henchman, MS (1737); M. O. Allen (1860), 129, 
135, 179; Perley (1888), 2:1232; Caulfield (1939):219-272, 277-335; and Corcoran (2021), 2: 
122. 


7 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 44, 56, 60. Essex Institute 
(1904), 84; Hazard’s baptism not recorded in Essex Institute (1904).“Owning the covenant" 
denoted the absence of a conversion or personal confession of faith that would otherwise 
allow for full communion with the church. For Hampshire's birth in the 1740s or late 1730s 
see the discussion of him at page 167. 


7^ Hampshire appears in Lieut. Richard Dodge's account book, in which Dodge recorded 
transactions with his neighbors, in 1754. [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [séc]), first section, 7. The 
1759 record of Caesar's death includes the fact that he was part of Dodge's household. Wen- 
ham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 67. Essex Institute (1904), 226. It is an 
assumption that Dinah shared the same status of enslavement by Dodge as her two brothers 
and mother. 


7 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 68. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


76 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 49. Town of Wenham, MS 
(1678—1799, 1902), 22, 28 (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frames 356, 
359). Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered pages (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 193). Beverly Second Congregational Church of 
Christ, MS (1713-1947), 361: “November 23 Hazzard of Wenham & Judith of Beverly Negros 
[sic].”” Essex County Probate 11332:18, Inventory (1762). Essex Institute (1904), 84, 180, 181. 
Topsfield Historical Society (1906-1907), 2:361. For Jerusha (Woodbury) (Rayment) Dodge: 
Essex County Probate 7893 (Jonathan Dodge, 1756); Topsfield Historical Society (1906— 
1907), 1:393, 2:87, 256, 257, 352; and J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:30-31. 


7” Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 44: 
[#]84. Hazzard [sic] Negro Man servant To John Gott 
[column break] 

85 May 19% Hampshire & 


86 Dinai & 

87 Ceasar [sid Children 

of Hazzard [sid Negro Servant of John Gott, & of Flora, his Wife & Servant of Richard 
Dodge 


7 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 56: [#]17 Hazzard [s] Negro 
Serv‘. To John Gott / April 14.” 60: [#]22. Feb: 1. Hazzard [si] negro Servant of John Gott.” 
79 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 49: “[#]205 Sept: 23. Flora 
Daughter of Hazzard [s] Negro Servant of John Gott & of Judith Negro Servant of John 
Dodge.” 


8 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 124: [#]28 Wharfur [sz] Negro 
Servant of ensign Tarbox. & [record for Pompey's baptism]" 
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81 — Tae History: Essex County Deeds 41:169 (Thomas [Jr.] and Rebecca Fiske to Thomas 
Tarbox, 1712). Essex County Probate 27212 (Thomas Tarbox, 1774), :3 Will (1770); and 27210 
(Dea. Samuel Tarbox, 1784), :6-7 Will (1784), :11 Inventory (1784). Essex County Deeds 157: 
270 (Richard and Lydia Hood to Rebecca Moulton, 1794; and Richard and Lydia Hood to 
Anna Conant, 1794); 158:206 (Richard and Lydia Hood to Samuel Raymond, 1794); 159:7 
(Jonathan Moulton et al. to Richard Hood, 1794); 162:254 (Anna Conant to Richard Hood, 
1797); 239:98 (Richard Hood to Paul Porter, 1825), third and seventh parcels; 298:195 (Josiah 
M. Hood et al. to Paul Porter, 1836), first parcel; 529:106 (Paul Porter to John Smith and 
Nicholas Brown, 1856), first parcel; 603:1 (John Smith et al. to George Tufts, 1860), first par- 
cel; 894:28 (George and Catherine Tufts to Elbridge K. Standley, 1873); 1299:227 (Elbridge 
K. and Emeline S. Standley to Bessie E. Herrick, 1891); 1426:12 (Bessie E. and George W. 
Herrick to George W. Wilson, 1894); 3551:491 (George W. and Minnie F. Wilson to Edmond 
J. Richard Jr., 1947); 5147:633 (Meridian Heights Corp. to Dan C. and Stella Marino, 1963); 
and 5147:631 (Bertram Glovsky, administrator, to Dan C. and Stella Marino, 1964). Maps: 
Conant (attributed), MS (no date), 1987.38, house site #37. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS 
(1941), 1971.10.031A and 1971.10.031C. Essex County Deeds Plan 3821:229 (“Land of Wen- 
dell H. Crosby, Wenham, Mass.," 1951); 5191:429 (“Plan of Land in Wenham, Property of 
Dan C. Marino,” 1964); and 104:99 (“Subdivision Plan, Fairfield Development,” 1965). Other 
References: M. O. Allen (1860), 138. Corcoran (2021), 1:67-68, 122, 124. 


€ Essex County Probate 27212. Tarbox (1888), 30, 33. Essex Institute (1904), 78, 115, 169, 
222. Essex Institute (1905—1906), 1:394. Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 2:104, 297. 
Corcoran (2021), 2:286-287. Findagrave.com, memorials #19387598 and 31242173. Wharfer 
is identified in the Wenham Congregational Church records as a member of the “Ens. Tarbox” 
household (Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 124). Thomas Tarbox 
used the Ensign title during the 1730s and adopted the Captain title sometime between 1737 
and 1741; see Wenham Historical Society, 1730-1775 (1940), 1, 4, 19, 34, 49, 51, 55, 57, 60. 


83 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 60, 124. “Owning the cov- 
enant” denoted the absence of a conversion or personal confession of faith that would other- 
wise allow for full communion with the church. 


9  Housewtight: Essex County Deeds 137:198 (John [Jr.] and Elizabeth Gott to Samuel 
Tarbox, 1756). Shops: Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 315. Pruitt (1998), 162. 


85 Essex County Probate 27210. Tarbox (1888), 39. Essex Institute (1904), 19, 78, 102, 169, 
222. Corcoran (2021), 2:148, 285. Findagrave.com, memorials #19387638 and 19387677. 


8 — Moulton and Moulton (1905), 27. No primary source material has been found to collab- 
orate the Moultons' contention that Samuel Tarbox had an enslaved person in his household. 
Howevet, one of the authors, Eben Hobson Moulton (1818—1894), was a great-grandson of 
Samuel Tarbox and therefore likely had access to oral family history. For genealogy see 
Moulton and Moulton (1905), 10-12. It is possible, of course, that the Moultons confused 
Samuel Tarbox's household with Thomas Tarbox's, and were actually speaking of Wharfer. 
Corcoran (2021), 2:112. 


87 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1790:690. 


88 — Tae History: Essex County Deeds 11:123 (Ephraim and Judith Herrick to Robert Cue, 
1695). Essex County Probate 6691 (Robert Cue, 1699), :2 Will (1699); and 6692 (Robert Cue 
De], 1737), :47 Inventory (1737), :51-54 Division of Estate (1739). Essex County Deeds 159:52 
(Caleb Kimball vs. Mary Cue, 1794), third parcel; 181:202 (Caleb and Mercy Kimball to Samuel 
Fisk[e] Jr., 1806), first parcel; 446:36 (Harriet F. Fisk to Elbridge Kimball, 1851); 926:251 (El- 
bridge and Marcia A. Kimball to Calvin Putnam, 1875), first parcel; 1674:443 (Calvin Putnam 
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to Lester E. Libby, 1902); 1677:558 (Lester E. and Georgia E. Libby to Stephen M. Weld, 
1902); 1685:445 (Stephen M. Weld to John C. Phillips, 1902); 1709:44 (John C. Phillips to John 
L. Saltonstall, 1903); 1709:45 (John L. Saltonstall to John C. Phillips, mortgage, 1903); 1939: 
263 (John L. Saltonstall to John C. Phillips, 1907); 3207:595 (Eleanor H. Phillips to Pauline M. 
Dearborn, 1940); and 19568:328 (State Street Bank and Trust Co. and David Dearborn, exec- 
utors, to Deatborn Farms LLC, 2002). Maps: Hales (1825). Walling (1856), *C. Kimball" 
House, the occupant probably being owner Elbridge Kimball's brother Caleb Kimball Jr. 
(1802-1864). Beers (1872), 95, “E. Kimball" House. Walker (1884), 87, “Chas. A. Heywood” 
House, the occupant being tenant Charles A. Heyward (b. ca.1844). Walker Lithograph & 
Publishing Co. (1910) “J. C. Phillips” property. Lillie (1976), “Mary Cue” House. Essex County 
Deeds Plan 362:94 (“Plan of Land in Wenham & Beverly, Mass.," 2002), lot 5. 

The “E. Kimball” House in the Walling map of 1856, the “T. H. Clark” House in the 
Beers map of 1872, and the “T. H. Clark” House in the Walker map of 1884 are not the 
Herrick-Cue House. When this property (to the north of 36 Topsfield Road) was sold in 1808, 
there was no house on it. Essex County Deeds 187:123 (Samuel [Jr.] and Sally Fiske to Enos 
Gallop, 1808), a subdivision of the lot conveyed in 181:202 (Kimball to Fiske, 1806), one acre 
with no mention of buildings. Tiz History: Essex County Deeds 282:304 (Enos and Ruth Gal- 
lop to Smith Gallop, 1834), one acre with buildings; 285:15 (Smith and Hannah Gallop to 
Elbridge Kimball, 1835), one acre with house and barn; 826:134 (Elbridge and Marcia A. Kim- 
ball to Thomas H. Clark, 1871); 1162:300 (Thomas H. and Susan C. Clark to Marcia A. Kim- 
ball, 1885); 1163:135 (Marcia A. Kimball to Henry E. Dodge, 1885); 1252:558 (Henry E. 
Dodge to Perry Collier, 1889); 1281:577 (Perry and Emma F. Collier to James Mann, 1890); 
1281:578 (James Mann to Michael Mann, mortgage, 1890); 1408:207 (Michael Mann to Horace 
W. Woodberry, 1894); 1448:392 (Horace W. and Margarett [sz] R. Woodberry to Dorothy A. 
Waitt, 1895); 1576:459 (Henry and Dorothy A. Waitt to Lester E. Libby, 1899); and 1677:558 
(Lester E. and Georgia E. Libby to Stephen M. Weld, 1902). 


89 Essex County Probate 6691. Herrick (1846), 9, 306. Herrick and Herrick (1885), 27. Es- 
sex Institute (1904), 19, 189. Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 1:97, 179, 2:79, 159. 


° Essex County Probate 6691:3, Will (1699). Topsfield Historical Society (1903), 66, 162, 
199. 


?!1 Essex County Probate 6692:47 Inventory (1737) and :34 Receipt from Samuel Tarbox Jr. 
(1737). Essex Institute (1904), 102, 158, 189. 'Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 1:97. 


?? Essex County Deeds 159:52 (Caleb Kimball vs. Mary Cue, 1794), third parcel. Porter 
(1878), 237; the reference to Mary's second marriage to Samuel Tarbox being a mistake, Sam- 
uel’s wife being Mary Cue the daughter of Robert Jr. and Mary (Porter) Cue. Essex Institute 
(1904), 19, 70, 102, 158, 189. Cole (1943), 91. 


?» Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 40, 55, 124. Town of Wenham, 
MS (1700—1810), first section, unnumbered pages (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages 
and Deaths, frames 185, 193). Porter (1878), 246. Essex Institute (1904), 180, 181. Topsfield 
Historical Society (1905), 219, 274. *Owning the covenant" denoted the absence of a conver- 
sion or personal confession of faith that would otherwise allow for full communion with the 
church. Enslaver Dea. Thomas Chadwick was married to Mary Porter (b? dr), the daughter of 
Benjamin Porter (1692-1778) and Sarah (Tyler) Porter (1696—1767) and niece of enslaver 
Mary (Porter) Cue. Porter (1878), 237, 245-246. 


°4  Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 50, 205. Town of Wenham, MS 
(1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages and 
Deaths, frame 236). Essex Institute (1904), 84. 
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% Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 212). Perley (1902), 190. Essex Institute (1904), 
180. Essex Institute (1909-1910), 2:24, 243, 330. 


% Massachusetts (Essex County), MS (1764—1777), 301. The hypothesis that Mary (Cue) 
Porter consented to Primus living offsite begs the unanswered question: Who in Wenham was 
renting living space to people of color? 


9? Essex County Probate 6692:34. 
An a counte [account] of ye work that I have done 
for my mother Cue a Boute [about] the house and 
Barn and sider [cider] mill 
May ye 20 1737 one day and one half a bote [about] 


the house 0—10—6 [£ s. d] 
and June ye 27 1737 one day and a 
one half abeute-the sengleing [shingling] the Barn 0—10—6 


and August ye 29 1737 then worke [work] a 
Boute [about] the sider mill of five days and 


one half 1—18—6 
and Primas [sic] thre[e] days 0—15—0 
and ene a blocke [sic] and thre[e] sheves 0— 7—0 

4— 1—6 


Saml Tarbox Jun 


98 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 124: “[#]84 June 19 Primus 
negro Servant to mrs Mary Cue.” 


?9 "Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 185): “A Purpose of Marriage Between Primus 
the man sevt of Mrs Mary Cue of Wenham and Flora the woman sev: of Dea Thomas Chad- 
dock of Boxford was Published Jan 28: 1753[.]" 


10 "Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 193): “Primus Boorgillar of Wenham (the man 
Sevt of Mrs Mary Cue) and Peggy Otum (a free woman) of Hampton falls Entered their In- 
tention of Marriage Nov‘ 28 and were Published the 29 of said month 1759[.]" 


1? Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 50: [#]235. May 17. Dillah 
Daughter of Primus & Peggy Boorgillar. Negro[es?]." 205: [#320] Phebe [sz] Daughter of 
Primus & Peggy Boorgiller. Negro." 


12 Massachusetts (Essex County), MS (1764—1777), 301. Notice that the record does not 
include Primus' surname of Boorgillar. 
The Warrants for warning the several Persons from the Towns following were filed 


vizt. 
Jesse Watts— & Abigail Clough from Bradford 
Samuel Smith or Lull from Amesbury 


Isachar [si] Currier & his Wife Rebecca 

and Children John David and Abigail l 

Job Galloway and Elizabeth his Wife and 

Children Elizabeth, Mary, Martha } 

Judith Lydia Abigail Job. 

Primus a Negro Man Servant of Mary Cue of Wenham discharged by 
Peg a free Negro Woman of Wenham l Proclamation 


from Salisbury 
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CENTER OF TOWN 


ICTURING Main Street in the mid-18th century, when Wenham's en- 
PS population was its largest, is like looking at a boyhood picture of 

an elderly man. Some features are still very recognizable, but many have 
changed. There were fewer houses then and a lot more barns. Most houses 
had a privy and a well in their yard. The cemetery was half the size it is today. 
A meeting house was near today’s Congregational Church, but parallel to the 
road. An inn stood two doors down, where Monument Street intersects Main 
Street. There was no Town Hall, a very shallow pond and a militia practice 
field in its place. A blacksmith shop was nearby. A stone wall-enclosed pound 
held wayward livestock awaiting retrieval from their farmer-owners. In the 
distance but viewable from the road: fewer trees ... a water-powered sawmill 
and gristmill on Miles River ... a brick kiln in the field where Enon Village is 
today ... a windmill with enormous sails on the hill east of Main Street. 

One couldn’t go very far without coming to the workplace of an enslaved 
person. Eleven houses have been identified in the center of town that were 
their workplace-residences, three of which—the Porter-Fairfield House, the 
Hobbs House and the Robert Symonds House—are still standing. Eighteen 
enslavers owned or occupied these houses and 35 enslaved members of their 
households have been identified. Dozens of enslaved people worshiped at Wen- 
ham Congregational Church, although in segregated seating. And, finally, the 
center of town was the site of the White’s Mill Complex where a number of 
enslaved people likely worked. 
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1. Capt. John Dodge House site 8. Robert Symonds House 

2. Rev. Hugh Peter Monument 9. William Davison House site 

3. Porter-Fairfield House 10. Thomas Brown Jr. House site 

4. Goodridge-Kimball House 11. John Kilham House site 

5. Kemp-Newman-Porter House site 12. John Fairfield House site 

6. Hobbs House 13. White's Mill Complex site 

7. 'Third & Fourth Meeting House site 14. White-Dodge-Pingree House site 
Q Surviving house or monument Ll Former site, medium conviction 
O Former site, high conviction © Former site unknown 


Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. Most sites ate on private prop- 
erty. 
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1 The Capt. John Dodge House, Formerly Near 26-34 Main Street 
e Residence of an anonymous enslaved child in the John Dodge (1717-1779) 
household by 1758 
© — Residence of Judith in the John Dodge (1717-1779) household by 1759 
© — Residence of Flora in the John Dodge (1717-1779) household by 1759 
e Residence of Primus in the John Dodge (1717-1779) household by 1777 


This property was owned by multiple John Dodges during the 18th and 
19th centuries. In 1710 Capt. John Dodge (1636—1723) gave a house and 33- 
acre lot here to his grandson John Dodge 3" (1694—after 1757). The property 
was bounded by Main Street to the west, Alewife Brook (the stream that exits 
Wenham Lake) to the north, Miles River to the east, and land of Freeborn 
Balch to the south. Later it was owned by John Dodge (1717-1779), his son 
Lieut./Dea. John Dodge Jr. (1747-1825) and grandson John “Pond John" 
Dodge 3"! (1770-1849). The house was gone by the 1870s and another house 
was built on its site that is no longer standing.!? 

John Dodge (1717-1779) married Hannah Fowler (ca.1719—1807) in 
1741. They had seven children, one of whom did not survive to adulthood. 
In the 1759 deed recording the purchase of his farm he was called a “yeo- 
man’’—which, because it’s not a title for a particular trade—means he was a 
farmer. 104 

At least four enslaved people were part of the John Dodge (1717-1779) 
household. 

e An anonymous enslaved child (gender and age not recorded) died 
while part of the Dodge household in 1758. The death was recorded 
by the Congregational Church, and the record did not identify the 
child's parents.!05 It is possible that Primus discussed below was the 
child's father, but Judith (also discussed below) wasn't the child's 
mother. This raises the likelihood that there was an untecorded en- 
slaved woman in the John Dodge (1717—1779) household by 1758.1% 
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The Capt. John Dodge House. This image was painted from memory by 
Sally (Dodge) Spalding (1813-1924) on a papier-máché plate that was 
photographed in 1893. Wenham Lake is in the foreground. ?7 
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Judith had been enslaved by Jerusha (Woodbury) Dodge (bp. 1680) 
in Beverly as late as 1758, and was transferred to Jerusha’s son John 
Dodge (1717-1779) by 1759. Jerusha was widowed in 1756 and may 
have moved in with her son John in late 1758 or early 1759, bringing 
Judith with her. Or it could be that Jerusha and Judith remained in 
Beverly until Jerusha died (the date of Jerusha's death not having 
been recorded), and John inherited Judith. We met Judith in the pre- 
vious chapter: she matried Hazard (John Gott Jr. household, dis- 
cussed at page 28) in 1758 in Beverly. Theirs was an example of a 
marriage of enslaved people from different households who re- 
mained in different households, Hazard living on the Gott farm until 
at least 1762.108 

Judith and Hazard had a daughter Flora who was baptized in Wen- 
ham in 1759.19 Flora's birth wasn't recorded, and therefore we don’t 
know whether she was born in Beverly or Wenham. Although “Flora” 
is a name that was used by other members of Wenham’s enslaved 
community, none of the other women identified who share this 
name were the same woman as Judith and Hazard’s daughter.!! 

An enslaved man named Primus died in 1777 while part of the 
Dodge household.!!! His death was recorded by the Wenham Con- 
gregational Church, which indicates he worshiped there. He likely 
wotked Dodge's farm (Dodge himself being 60 years old), probably 
working alongside Dodge's son Lieut./Dea. John Dodge Jr. (1747— 
1825) who would inherit the farm in 1779. 
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Record of the deaths of two anonymous enslaved children in the Lieut. 
Richard Dodge and John Dodge households, 1758.''” 
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Record of Primus’ death, 1777.'? 
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2. The Rev. Hugh Peter Monument, Main Street at Wenham Lake 

Wenham was originally part of the town of Salem. To encourage settle- 
ment Salem began granting land here by 1637,!'4 and a handful of families 
quickly made their homes on these grants. Rev. Hugh Peter (bp. 1598—1660), 
a minister living in Salem, preached a sermon to them probably in the year 
1638, the first preached in Wenham.!!5 A monument at Wenham Lake com- 
memorates the spot where he gave that sermon. 

Rev. Peter had significant influence on both sides of the Atlantic, and his 
biography is too extensive to include here. But one detail that is often over- 
looked is that—when the colonists were at war with the Pequot people of 
Connecticut—he tried to secure some Pequot prisoners as enslaved workers. 
In 1637 he wrote to Gov. John Winthrop (1588-1649): 

We have heard of a dividence [division] of [Pequot] women and chil- 

dren ... and would be glad of a share, viz: a young woman or girl and 

a boy if you think good. I wrote to you for some boys for Bermuda 

which I think is considerable [worth considering]. 

One of the Pequot captives was brought back to Salem: Rev. Peter had an 
enslaved Indigenous woman in his household with the English name Hope, 
who tried to run away in 1639. Accused of being drunk, Hope was whipped 
for the dual crimes of drunkenness and attempted escape.'!6 


3. The Porter-Fairfield House, 79 Main Street 
© — Residence of an anonymous enslaved child in the Dr. William Fairfield house- 
hold by 1769 
© — Residence of Jane in the Dr. William Fairfield household by 1772 
© — Residence of London in the Dr. William Fairfield household by 1778 


The Porter family built a house on this site by 1754. It was expanded or 
replaced in 1765 by Dr. William Fairfield, who hired housewright Nathaniel 
Bragg (1701-1790) for the project. Bragg recorded in his account book that 
he felled timber for the house’s frame in March of 1765.117 

Dr. William Fairfield (1732—1773) married Sarah White (ca.1733—1814) 
in 1755; they had six children together. In 1758, during the French and Indian 
War, he served as surgeon for Col. Joseph Williams’ Regiment and was at 
Crown Point, New York. He died of smallpox in Salem in 1773 and his 
widow Sarah continued to live in the Porter-Fairfield House.!!? An anecdote 
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Rev. Hugh Peter Monument, Main Street at Wenham Lake. 
Rev. Peter had an enslaved Indigenous woman named Hope in his 
household. The monument marks the spot where Rev. Peter 


preached a sermon at the time of the founding of Wenham.!!” 
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about Widow Fairfield survives, capturing an incident that happened shortly 
before the start of the Revolution: 


Some British troops were marching across the country[side], and 
their uniforms wete suddenly discovered, as they ascended the little 
eminence by the burial-ground. The others present proposed to flee. 
“Not a step,” cried Mrs. Fairfield, “give me a spit, and I'll pepper 
one of the villains.” Armed with this rude weapon, she stood her 
ground manfully, but the soldiers passed on their way without turn- 
ing aside to molest her.!2° 


There were at least three enslaved people in the Fairfield household. 


An anonymous enslaved child (gender and age not recorded) died in 
1769. The death was recorded by the Wenham Congregational 
Church, and the record did not identify the child's parents. 

Jane, an enslaved “handmaid,” died in 1772. Her death was recorded 
by the Congregational Church, which indicates she worshiped there. 
It is possible that she was the mother of the child who died three 
years earlier. 

London, an enslaved man, died in 1778. His death was recorded by 
the Congregational Church, indicating he also worshiped there.!?! 
He likely worked the Fairfield farm and (unless Widow Fairfield had 
hired help or other unrecorded enslaved workers) must have had his 
hands full, since Sarah didn't have any adult sons in her household 
at that time to share the workload.!?? It is possible that London part- 
nered with Jane and was the father of the child who died in 1769, 
although this is only a hypothesis. 
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The Porter-Fairfield House, photographed in 1893.'? 
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Records of the deaths of the enslaved child in Dr. William Fairfield's 
household (1769), Jane (1772) and London (1778).^ 
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4. The Goodridge-Kimball House, Formerly at 130 Main Street 
e — Likely residence of an anonymous enslaved child in the Abraham Kimball household 
by 1764 
© — Residence of an anonymous enslaved infant in the Ebenezer Kimball household in 
1772 


The existing house at 130 Main Street was built in the mid-19th century 
by Daniel Bradbury (1821—1910). It replaced a house that had been built by 
1761, perhaps by Samuel Goodridge (1719-1776), that was the homestead of 
enslavers Abraham and Ebenezer Kimball.!25 

Abraham Kimball (1702-1772) and Elizabeth Houlton (1712?—after 
1772) married in 1729. Over the next 26 years they had eleven children. He 
was a farmer and cultivated land in West Wenham.!6 In 1763 Abraham sold 
his house on Main Street to his son Ebenezer. Abraham didn't record the 
purchase of a subsequent homestead, and it appears that he continued to live 
in the Main Street house with Ebenezer’s family.!?? In 1764 an anonymous 
enslaved child (gender and age not recorded) died while part of Abraham's 
household.!?? The fact that it was a child and not an adult raises the possibility 
that there was at an enslaved woman in the Abraham Kimball household who 
has gone unrecorded. The death was recorded by the Congregational Church, 
and the record did not identity the child's parents. 
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Record of the death of the enslaved child in Abraham Kimball’s house- 
hold, 1764.'° 
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Abraham Kimball’s son Ebenezer Kimball (1740—1821) was married 
twice: to Ruth (Waldren) Woodbury (1732—1764) in 1762, and to Elizabeth 
Puller (1734—1822) about the year 1765. Ebenezer and Ruth had one child 
together; Ebenezer and Elizabeth had seven. He was a joiner, i.e., a carpenter 
who specialized in finish work.!3° In 1772 an anonymous enslaved infant 
(gender and age not recorded) died while part of Ebenezer's household. The 
death was recorded by the Congregational Church, and the record did not 
identify the child’s parents. He or she died just five days before Abraham 
Kimball died, which makes one wonder whether they both died of the same 
illness (and, indeed, supports the hypothesis that Abraham was part of his 
son's household in his later years).!3! 


Record of the death of the enslaved infant in Ebenezer Kimball’s house- 
hold, 1772.1? 


5. The Kemp-Newman-Porter House, Formerly Near 1 Monument 
Street 
e — Residence of Scipio Black in the Jonathan and Lydia (Tyler) Porter households by 
1748 through 1765 
e — Residence of Sarah Black in the Jonathan Porter, Lydia (Tyler) Porter and Dr. 
Tyler Porter households by 1748 through 1783 
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e — Residence of Scipio and Sarah’s son Caesar in the Jonathan Porter household in 
1749 

© — Residence of Scipio and Sarab's son Pompey Porter in the Jonathan Porter, Lydia 
(Lyler) Porter and Dr. Tyler Porter households from 1752 through 1833 

e — Residence of Scipio and Sarah’s daughter Nancy (1) in the Jonathan Porter bouse- 
hold from 1755 through 1757 

e — Residence of Scipio and Sarah’s son Peter in the Jonathan Porter household in 1759 

© — Residence of Scipio and Sarah’s daughter Nancy (2) in the Lydia (Tyler) Porter 
and Dr. Tyler Porter households in 1760 through 1765 

© — Residence of Scipio Lummus in the Dr. Tyler Porter household from 1775 through 
1779 


Edward Kemp (d. 1668) had built a house on this site by 1658, selling it 
that year to Rev. Antipas Newman (d. 1672). The Porter family bought the 
property in 1703 and ran an inn here during the middle of the 18th century. 
The house (or an 18'*-century replacement built on its site) stood until at least 
the 1890s but was gone by 1910.133 

Jonathan Porter (1696-1759), innkeeper, married Lydia Tyler (bp. 1703— 
1785) about the year 1724; they had seven children.!?^^ Widow Lydia owned 
the property briefly while Jonathan's estate was settled. Their son Dr. Tyler 
Porter (1735-1811) subsequently inherited the house. He married Dorcas 
Emerson (1740—1821) in 1760, and they had four children.'95 Jonathan Por- 
ter, his widow Lydia, and Dr. Tyler Porter all had enslaved members of their 
respective households. 

Scipio Black and Sarah Black were enslaved by Jonathan Porter by 1748 
and married that year. They had five children: 

e Caesar, born in 1749 

e Pompey, born and baptized in 1752, who died in 1833 

e Nancy, born and baptized in 1755, who died in 1757 

e Peter, born, baptized and died in 1759, and 

e Nancy 2°4, born and baptized in 1760, who died in Topsfield in 1825. 
In addition to gender-based expectations for work assignments (heavy farm 
work for men and able-bodied boys vs. house work and light farm work for 
women and girls), everyone in the Black family who wasn’t a young child 
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The Kemp-Newman-Porter House, photographed in 1893.'°° 
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probably had a role in running the Porter family’s inn. Scipio and Sarah wor- 
shiped at the Wenham Congregational Church. He was baptized and owned 
the covenant in 1757. Their children’s baptisms and deaths, and Scipio and 
Sarah's deaths were recorded by the church.!?" 

When Jonathan Porter's estate inventory was made in 1760, two “old” 
and two “young” anonymous enslaved people were included— Scipio, Sarah, 
Caesar and Pompey (daughter Nancy 2*8 not yet having been born). Porter 
bequeathed Scipio and Sarah to his widow Lydia (Tyler) Porter. Scipio died 
in 1765 (the record of his death identifying Lydia Porter as his enslaver) and 
Sarah died in 1783 (the record of her death identifying Dr. Tyler Porter as 
her enslaver even though Lydia Porter was still living).!?9 
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Town clerk’s record of the intention of marriage of Scipio Black and Sa- 
rah Black, 1748.13? 
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Records of Pompey’s (1753), Nancy’s (1755) and Scipio’s (1757) bap- 
tisms.!*° 
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Records of Nancy's death (1757) and Peter's baptism and death (1759).!^! 
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Records of Nancy 2"*'s baptism and Scipio's death, 1760 and 1765.!? 
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Lieut. Thomas Emerson (1735-1813) and Lydia (Porter) Emerson 
(1741-1825) of Topsfield.'?^ Thomas Emerson was the older brother of 
Dorcas (Emerson) Porter, Dr. Tyler Porter's wife. Lydia (Porter) Emerson 
was a younger sister of Dr. Tyler Porter. At just five years old, Nancy 2™ 
(1760—1825) was transferred from the Porter household in Wenham to the 
Emerson household in Topsfield in 1765 as a wedding present for the Em- 


ersons. 
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Dr. Tyler Porter, the next owner of the Kemp-Newman-Porter House, 
inherited both Scipio Black (d. 1765), Sarah Black (d. 1783) and their children 
Caesar (b. 1749) and Pompey (1752-1833) when his father's estate was set- 
tled. The Blacks had another child, daughter Nancy 2*4 (1760—1825), who 
was born a few months after Jonathan Porter's estate inventory was made. In 
addition to members of the Black family, Porter had another enslaved man 
named Scipio Lummus in his household from 1775 through 1779.144 

Caesar's disposition has not been determined. His was not an uncom- 
mon name among enslaved people, and no specific information has been 
found that places him in a subsequent enslaver's household. Nonetheless, it's 
possible that he was the man by the same name who was part of the Ens. 
Benjamin Kimball (1706—1766) household in 1766, discussed on page 93. 

At just five years old, Nancy was transferred in 1765 to the household of 
Lieut. Thomas (1735-1813) and Lydia (Porter) Emerson (1741-1825) of 
Topsfield as a wedding gift. Lieut. Thomas was the older brother of Dorcas 
(Emerson) Porter, Dr. Tyler’s wife. Lydia (Porter) Emerson was a younger 
sister of Dr. Tyler Porter. Nancy lived the rest of her life in Topsfield, using 
the surname Porter, where she had two daughters (the father(s) not identi- 
fied). Reliant on town financial support that began in 1798, she died a pauper 
in the Topsfield almshouse in 1825.14 

Pompey may have used the surname Black earlier in life, but at some 
point adopted the surname Porter.'46 He knew how to play the fiddle and a 
poem written by Allen Peabody (1816—1890) mentions Pompey playing mu- 
sic at the tavern that once stood at the corner of Arbor and Main Streets, 
where the Veterans Memorial stands today.!^' In 1783 Pompey was hired as 
the sexton of the Wenham Congregational Church. When informed that he 
was entitled to his freedom and was at liberty to go when and where he 
pleased, he is said to have replied quite indignantly, “I will not go a step: I 
have worked hard to help earn this property, and I am determined to remain 
and help spend it.”!48 Indeed, he continued to live with the Porter family until 
he died in 1833. He was included in the Dr. Tyler Porter household in the 
1790, 1800 and 1810 Federal censuses as a free person of color.!^ Yet, when 
Tyler Porter wrote his will in 1811, he bequeathed Pompey to Porter’s wife 

.. as if Pompey had continued to be Porter's property.!?? His case was an 
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example of what one scholar calls *unfreedom"!51—Pompey was legally a free 
person, but wasn't always thought of as such by others. 

Scipio Lummus was born in Africa in the late 1720s or 1730s, was ab- 
ducted at age 7, and was brought to Salem where he was sold to Samuel 
Lummus Jr. (1690—1754) of Ipswich. He was inherited by Lummus’s son 
John (1722-1785) and lived and worked on John Lummus’ farm in the part 
of town that would become Hamilton. In 1775 Scipio ran away to join the 
fight against the British, but he fought only briefly before being “reclaimed” 
by Lummus.!5? A newspaper advertisement at the time (seeking Scipio’s re- 
turn) described him as almost 6 feet tall, “well set” (what we might say today 
as “well built”), with two scars between his eye and ear, and noted that he 
spoke “good English.”!53 In John Lummus's eyes, Scipio was a problem—so 
Lummus approached his wife’s cousin Dr. Tyler Porter and suggested that 
Porter buy Scipio. Porter declined a purchase but proposed an exchange of 
Scipio for Pompey, on the condition that the exchange would be rescinded 
if Pompey were to become unhappy in the Lummus household. (Pompey, 
after all, had lived his whole life in the Porter household.) Scipio was trans- 
ferred to the Porter household, while Pompey was transferred to the Lum- 
mus household.'>+ 

In 1777, after living in the Porter household for about two years, Scipio 
again enlisted in the army under the name Scipio Freeman.!5> He served about 
two years—using the name Scipio Porter as well as the name Scipio Lum- 
mus—and returned to the Porter household in 1779, nearly blind.!5° Pompey, 
meanwhile, hadn't been happy in the Lummus household: Pompey was re- 
turned to Dr. Porter and Scipio was returned to John Lummus. In 1780 
Scipio matried Rose (who has yet to be identified). Their economic situation 
deteriorated, his poor eyesight probably hurting his ability to find work in the 
post-war economy, and he and Rose lived in Hamilton as town paupers. Both 
were living there as late as 1808.157 
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Advertisement by John Lummus of Ipswich (Hamilton), seeking the run- 
away Scipio Lummus, 1775.!°° 
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Record of Sarah's death, 1783.!° 
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Record of “Pomp” Porter’s death, 1833.!9? 
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Pompey Porter's Last Wish 


According to a history of the town written in 1860, Pompey Porter 
expressed the wish not long before his death “that his body might be 
disinterred after its decay, and the skeleton being wired together, might 
be suspended in that part of the attic in which he used to sleep, for the 
observation of future generations.” 161 


Maybe Pompey was making a joke. Or, instead, maybe Pompey was 
expressing an aspect of his spiritual belief system. Rather than posing 
his skeleton so that future generations could observe 74, maybe Pom- 
pey meant that putting his skeleton in the attic would allow /zz to ob- 
serve future generations after his death. 


Pompey's request wasn't entirely unique. Aaron, an enslaved man in 
the Morton household in Middleboro, made the request that he be 
buried near his enslaver’s house so that Aaron could hear the children’s 
voices when they were playing? Pompey's request certainly seems more 
menacing than Aaron’s, thanks to the part about the skeleton. Yet both 
appear to echo an aspect of religion practiced by various peoples of 
West Africa—where burial beneath the living quarters of the deceased 
was once common. !6 


The fact that Pompey was born in Wenham, not in Africa, adds an- 
other layer to the story: it hints at the transfer of aspects of African 
culture to New England-born enslaved people while the African dias- 
pora was still underway. 
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6. The Hobbs House, 135 Main Street 

e — Residence of Sampson Brown in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. household by 1771 and 
through at least 1774 (and probably until 1777) 

© — Residence of Abner Brown in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. household by 1771 and 
through at least 1778 

e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved girl in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. household by 
1771 and through at least 1778 

© — Residence of Lazarus in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. household by 1776 

e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved infant in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. household in 
1777 


The oldest part of the Hobbs House is thought to date to 1688, although 
its current appearance reflects a renovation done in the mid-18th century.!6 
Enslaver Nathaniel Brown Jr. (ca.1705—1778) lived here from 1767 to 1778, 
and his widow Anne continued to live here until 1781. Nathaniel, a lawyet, 
married Anne Porter (1719-1781) in 1738. They did not have biological chil- 
dren but did have an adopted son.!6 Both natives of Wenham, they lived for 
a time in Salem. They moved back to Wenham about the year 1754, and lived 
in a house on the site of 98 Main Street before moving into the Hobbs House.!66 

Brown enjoyed a certain level of affluence, owning not only one of the 
largest houses in town but also a considerable amount of real estate. And he 
enjoyed nice things: he and his wife had their portraits painted—which was 
rare (if not unique) for Wenham at this time.!67 But he was hardly a popular 
man with his neighbors. Brown was a Tory at the time of the Revolution. 
Wenham historian Adeline Cole, interviewing a subsequent owner of the 
Hobbs House, wrote in the 1940s: 

From the story of Miss Hobbs we learn that the “Marblehead people 

came over to tar and feather him, bringing their kettle of tar with 

them, but he got wind of this and disappeared.” This man, as far as 

we know, was the only avowed loyalist in Wenham at the open- 

ing of the Revolution, though the spirit of the whole town had been 

loyal to the mother country until the first armed resistance.!6? 

A newspaper story from 1774 describes the incident, although the story is 
clearly written from the perspective of Brown's aggtieved neighbors. (A copy 
appears in Appendix C.) Despite the bias that runs throughout the news- 


75 


Center of Town 


The Hobbs House, photographed in 1893.'° 
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paper account, it's difficult to imagine Brown as someone other than a rich 
Tory who didn't want to see any change to the social and political order of 
the day. 

Three anonymous enslaved people (genders not recorded) were part of 
the Brown household in 1771.1” They were probably the same three who 
were identified three years later when Nathaniel wrote his will in 1774: he 
bequeathed Sampson to his nephew Thomas Brown Jr., Abner to his “kins- 
man” Nathaniel Brown Jr. of Charlton, and an anonymous enslaved “maid 
servant" to his widow Anne. The bequests came with the provision that “nei- 
ther of said servants [were] ever to be sold.” Brown later added a codicil to 
his will in which he emancipated Abner upon the event of widow Anne 
Brown’s remarriage or death. Abner and the anonymous girl were still part 
of the Brown household when Nathaniel’s estate inventory was made in 

1778, but Sampson was not.!7! 
Sampson was of both African and 
European descent.!? He may have been 


Sampson (who appar- the man by the same name who in 1777 
ently ran away to fight announced his intention to marry an 
the British), was otherwise-unidentified woman named 
wounded by a cannon- Patience, discussed at page 224.173 (The 
ball and spent the win- announcement of their engagement did 
ter at Valley Forge. not identify their enslavers. Might Pa- 


tience have been the “maid servant" that 

Brown bequeathed to Brown's wife?) The 

same year (1777) Sampson enlisted in 
the colonial army to fight the British. Given Nathaniel's Tory politics, it is 
inconceivable that Brown acquiesced to Sampson's enlistment—which evi- 
dently means that Sampson ran away to enlist. Sampson's unit fought Gen- 
eral Burgoyne's army at Saratoga, where in September 1777 he was wounded 
in the hip by a cannonball. Sampson convalesced at Valley Forge during the 
wintet of 1777—1778. Unable to continue fighting, he was transferred into a 
company of "invalid" soldiers stationed in Boston for March 1779 through 
his discharge in May 1780.174 There's no evidence that Sampson returned to 
Wenham. He seems to have been the Sampson Brown who was living in the 
Boston almshouse in 1787 and 1788, who was living in Boston in 1790 as the 
head of a three-person household.!? In 1792 Sampson was granted a pension 
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for his service during the Revolutionary War, and he was living in Boston at 
that time. 76 

Abner, who was emancipated in Brown's will, could have been the same 
Abner (bp. 1752) who was in the Josiah White (1703-1761) household (page 
102).77 He is one of only a handful of members of Wenham’s enslaved com- 
munity who can be found in the historical record af/er their period of enslave- 
ment. In 1790, having by then adopted the surname Brown, he and 159 other 
people of color were “warned out" of Salem.!? Warning-out was a practice 
used since the very beginning of the colonial period that managed a town's 
risk of having to provide financial support to low-income or otherwise-un- 
welcome residents. When someone was warned out, the town constable 
evicted that person from the given town. It hasn't been determined where 
Abnet relocated. 

There were two other enslaved people in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. house- 
hold, neither of whom is named in Brown's will and both of whom died 
before Brown's estate inventory was made. 

e  lazarus died in 1776. His death recorded by the Wenham Congre- 
gational Church, indicating that he worshiped there. He was identi- 
fied as an “Indian,” which was a term used to refer to people who 
were indigenous to New England as well as people who were indig- 
enous to the Caribbean.!” 

e In 1777 an anonymous enslaved infant (gender not recorded) died 
while part of the Brown household, the death being recorded by the 
church.!8? The record did not identify the child's parents. Perhaps 
the infant's mother was the “maid servant” in Brown's 1778 inven- 
toty. Otherwise, the presence of an infant raises the possibility that 
there was an enslaved woman (the infant's mother) in the household 
who has gone unrecorded. 
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Muster roll for Capt. Joseph Hodgkins’ Company, Halfmoon, New York, September 1777, 
shortly before the company was moved to Valley Forge. Sampson Brown appears in the third 


column from the left, the first name in the list of privates.'*! 
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Records of the deaths of Lazarus and an anonymous infant in the Na- 
thaniel Brown Jr. household, 1776 and 1777.!? 
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7. First Congregational Church, Third & Fourth Meeting House Site, 
Formerly Near 135 Main Street 
e Place of worship for at least 47 of Wenham’s enslaved adults and 21 of Wen- 
ham’s enslaved children'® 


Over half of Wenham’s identified enslaved population had some level of 
participation with the Wenham Congregational Church—adults who wor- 
shiped there, children who were baptized by the church, or children whose 
deaths were recorded by the church. Wenham’s church (as well as other 
churches at the time) had three levels of participation. The entry level was 
baptism. The second level, referred to as “owning the covenant,” allowed 
parents who had been baptized but had not yet had a conversion experience 
to have their children baptized. In the absence of a conversion or personal 
confession of faith, this level of membership excluded the privileges of full 
church membership. The third level was full communion with the church, 
whereby members had the right to vote, hold office and otherwise fully par- 
ticipate in church affairs. Members of Wenham’s enslaved population en- 
joyed all three levels of membership. The church recorded 26 baptisms of 
enslaved people, 13 ownings of the covenant, five admissions to the church, 
one wedding, and 43 deaths (Appendix B). 

Baptism of children of enslaved people who themselves had not been 
baptized was controversial in early 18t-century New England. But by mid- 
century an increasing number of churches allowed baptism of enslaved chil- 
dren in cases where the ens/aver had been baptized.!** Wenham's baptismal 
recotds suggests that the Wenham church adopted this broader rule for bap- 
tism by 1752.185 

The building at the corner of Main and Arbor Streets is the Fifth Meeting 
House for Wenham's Congregational Church. It replaced the Fourth 
Meeting House, which was built in 1748 and stood somewhat to the south- 
west of the cutrent building, roughly parallel to today's Main Street, its front 
door pointing to the southwest. Its site had previously been the site of the 
Third Meeting House (1688—1747) and was adjacent to the site of the Second 
Meeting House (1663-1687).!86 

Some of the baptisms, ownings of the covenant and admissions occurred 
while the congregation occupied the Third Meeting House, but most oc- 
curred during the period of the Fourth Meeting House. The earliest record 

Continued on p. 84 
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Title page of Cotton Mather’s essay, The Negro Christianized, 1706. 
Mather argued that enslavers had a duty to convert enslaved members of 
their household to Christianity, and provided a catechism for instructing 
enslaved people in the key principles of the faith.'*” 
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Former sites of the Second, Third and Fourth Meeting Houses, with 
the Hobbs House and the Fifth Meeting House. The Second Meeting 
House was approximately where the Civil War Monument is today. The 
Third and Fourth Meeting Houses shared a site to the southwest of the 
current meeting house, Main Street having been widened over the years. 
Kilham Way, outlined in blue, was laid out by 1665 and was a road to the 
Austin Kilham Farm.!** 
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Floor plan of the Fourth Meeting House, which was in service between 
1748 and 1843, showing a series of box pews along the exterior walls, 
other box pews in the inner part of the room on either side of a central 
aisle, and a “desk” (pulpit) that appears to have been placed on a dais. Over 
half of Wenham’s identified enslaved population had some level of partic- 
ipation with the Wenham Congregational Church, most of which occurred 
while the church occupied this building. Enslaved man Pompey Porter 
(1752-1833), who lived nearby in the Kemp-Newman-Porter House, was 
its sexton.!% 
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of an enslaved person's association with the church is from 1723 when the 
minister documented the death of Caesar (Lieut. John Gott household, page 
27) during an epidemic. The first baptisms occurred in 1737, which corre- 
sponded with a wave of religious revivalism known as the Great Awakening 
that swept through New England and elsewhere in the 1730s and 1740s. 
(1737 was an alarming year in Wenham's 18*-century history. An epidemic 
of “throat distemper"— diagnosed in the 20% century as diphtheria—killed 
about 20 Wenhamites in three months, and prompted the town to hold a day 
of fast. The epidemic may have been a catalyst that fueled local revivalism.) 
Seating was segregated: in 1756 the church voted to lengthen the seat at the 
west end of the Fourth Meeting House that had been reserved for people of 
color.190 


8. The Robert Symonds House, 16 Larch Row 
e — Residence of two anonymous enslaved people in the Rev. John Warren and Eliz- 
abeth (Chipman) Warren households by 1749 and through 1751 


Robert Symonds (ca.1645—1720), a blacksmith, bought a 10-acre farm 
here in 1685 and built a house on the property probably soon after but cer- 
tainly by 1708. He was keeper of the town pound (where wayward livestock 
were held until retrieved by their owners), and the bell-ringer and floor- 
sweeper for the meeting house. Symonds moved to Windham, Connecticut 
in 1710, having been preceded by members of Wenham’s Fiske and Abbey 
families.!?! The house was later owned by enslavers Rev. John Warren (1704— 
1749) and Isaac Giddings (bp. 1721?). Also of interest: the house was once 
owned by Rev. Joseph Swain (1723—-1792).19? 

Rev. John Warren was minister of Wenham's church from 1733 until his 
death in 1749, and lived in this house during that period. He married Eliza- 
beth Chipman (1719—1773) in 1737; they had three daughters and one son. 
His ministry coincided with the Great Awakening, a wave of religious reviv- 
alism that swept through New England and elsewhere in the 1730s and 
1740s—and coincided with the sudden participation in the Wenham church 
by members of Wenham’s enslaved population (Appendix B). At the time of 
his death he had two anonymous enslaved people (genders not recorded) in 
his household, whom his widow Elizabeth sold in 1751.194 
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Isaac Giddings married Elizabeth Goldsmith (b? d?) in Wenham in 1743. 
They had ten children, three of whom died as children within two weeks of 
each other. He lived in this house from 1767 to 1771, and farmed this prop- 
erty as well as land that he owned in West Wenham.!° An enslaved woman 
named Flora, who was of both African and European descent, was part of 
his household. She died in 1763, her death being recorded by the Wenham 
Congregational Church, which indicates that she worshiped there.’ But 
Giddings’ homestead prior to 1767 hasn’t been identified; consequently, we 
don’t actually know where Flora lived and worked. If Isaac and Elizabeth 
Giddings had enslaved workers while living in the Symonds House, no record 
of them has been found. 
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Record of Flora's death, 1763.? 


9. The William Davison House, Formerly on the East Side of Perkins 
Street or Perhaps Near the Intersection of Wallis Drive and Main 
Street 


e — Residence of Lemmon in the William Davison household by 1759 


The Davison Farm comprised 16 acres, with narrow frontage along Main 
Street and a large stretch of frontage along Perkins Street. Although there 
was space for a house near the current-day intersection of Wallis Drive and 
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Main Street, there's no surviving evidence that indicates whether the Davison 
House was closer to Perkins Street or closer to Main Street. The house was 
gone by 1856, when the first map was published that showed the locations 
of Wenham's houses.!°8 Oral history, however, maintains that the house at 
28 Perkins Street incorporates or was built on the site of housing for enslaved 
people.!?? 

William Davison (bp. 1727?) and Martha Mastus or Masters were married 
in 1754 in Manchester. They had three children who were born or baptized 
in Wenham between 1755 and 1757. William Sr. had previously been married 
to Mary (maiden name unknown, b. ca.1729) who died in Manchester in 
1753.200 

In 1759 an enslaved girl named Lemmon died while part of the Davison 
household. She died just two weeks before the Davisons’ daughter Martha, 
which suggests both may have died of the same illness.?! Lemmon’s death 
was recorded by the Wenham Congregational Church, indicating that she 
worshiped there. The fact that Lemmon was a child and not an adult raises 
the possibility that there was an enslaved woman (Lemmon’s mother) in the 
household who has gone unrecorded. 
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Record of Lemmon's death, 1759.7” 
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The William Davison and Thomas Brown Jr. Farms. The Davison 
Farm (parcel A) is outlined in blue. Identification of its boundaries is 
grounded on the site of the Pelatiah Brown Farm (parcel B). Portions of 
the Thomas Brown Jr. Farm are indicated by C1, C2 and C39? 
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10. The Thomas Brown Jr. House, Site Undetermined 


e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved infant in the Thomas Brown Jr. bousebold in 
1773 


The Thomas Brown Jr. Farm was 103 acres that straddled the Hamilton- 
Wenham town line, although the 1777 deed describing the property identifies 
Brown as being “of Wenham.” The deed doesn’t indicate how much of the 
farm was in Wenham, although subsequent deeds for subdivision of the 
Wenham portion account for at least 30 acres. The Wenham portion included 
the area around current-day Stanton Street and extended southwest to 
Pingree Park and Main Street. None of the deeds for the Wenham portion 
of the Brown Farm mention a house. Consequently, it’s not possible to pin- 
point where the Thomas Brown Jr. House was, or even confirm that the 
house was on the Wenham side of the town line.2°* (We will see a case with 
the John Fairfield House, below, where someone who was deemed to be a 
Wenham citizen had a house just over the Hamilton-Wenham town line.) 

Thomas Brown Jr. (1721-1795) married Elizabeth Smith (bp. 1722-after 
1795) in Ipswich (probably in the part of town that would become Hamilton) 
about the year 1743. They had eleven children born between 1745 and 1764, 
all of whose births were recorded by the Wenham town clerk.205 

In 1773 an anonymous enslaved infant (gender not recorded) died while 
part of the Brown household.” The death was recorded by the Congrega- 
tional Church, and the record did not identify the child’s parents. The fact 
that he or she was a child and not an adult raises the possibility that there was 
an enslaved woman in the household who has gone unrecorded. 
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Record of the death of the enslaved infant in Thomas Brown Jr.’s house- 
hold, 1773.” 
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11. The John Kilham House, Formerly at 214 Main Street 
e — Residence of Deborah in tbe Andrew Cole household by 1764 


Andrew Cole assembled a farm along the southeast side of Main Street 
in two transactions. In 1753 he bought a house, barn and ten acres, the house 
having been built in 1746 or 1747 by John Kilham (1710-1774). It stood until 
1863 when it was replaced by the current structure. The second transaction 
was in 1771 when Cole bought an abutting 19-acre lot that was previously 
part of the Fairfield Farm, discussed below.8 

Cole (1729-1787) married Rebecca Kilham (1729—1790) in 1751; they 
had seven children between 1752 and 1771.9? He identified himself as a 
cooper when he bought property in 1753 and 1771. Later, however, he be- 
came a sailor and died on the island of Hispaniola.?!° 

An enslaved woman named Deborah was part of the Cole household 
and died in 1764.?! Her death was recorded by the Wenham Congregational 
Church, which indicates that she worshiped there. We can hypothesize that 
she may have been the same Deborah who married Sharper (part of the Sam- 
uel Gott (1695— 1752) household, pages 17-20) in 1738 when she was patt of 
the Joseph Herrick (1667-1749) household of Topsfield—the woman who 
was transferred to the Josiah White (1703-1761) household (page 99) by 
117527212 
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Record of Deborah’s death, 1764.7'° 
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The Andrew Cole Farm, Walter Fairfield Farm and the White's Mill 
Complex. The Cole Farm consisted of parcels A and B, which Andrew Cole 
acquired in 1753 and 1771 respectively. He lived in the John Kilham House, 
which was on parcel A on the site of the current house at 214 Main Street. 
Parcel B, however, had previously been part of the Fairfield Farm; Walter 
Fairfield's father John had acquired parcels B and C by around 1640. The 
Fairfields’ house was on the site of the current-day shopping plaza. Due to 
gradual flooding of the area over the years, the few remains that are left of the 
White’s Mill Complex (D) are under water.?'^ 
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12. The John Fairfield House, Formerly Near 15 Walnut Road, Hamilton 
e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved man in tbe Walter Fairfield household by 
1712 and through 1723 
© — Residence of Caesar in the Ens. Benjamin Kimball household by 1766 
© — Residence of Dinah in the Ens. Benjamin Kimball household by 1766 


John Fairfield (ca.1610—1646) had a homestead that straddled the Ham- 
ilton-Wenham town line. His house was actually just north of the town line, 
but most of the property was in Wenham and he therefore was considered a 
Wenham resident. John’s son Walter Fairfield came to own the property in 
1667.215 Nearly 300 years later the house was torn down for the construction 
of the shopping plaza that's currently on the site.?!6 Both Walter Fairfield and 
subsequent owner Ens. Benjamin Kimball had enslaved people in their re- 
spective households. 

Walter Fairfield (ca.1631—1723) married Sarah Skipper (ca.1639—1710) in 
1654. They had fourteen children.?" Fairfield formed a partnership with 
Thomas Fiske Sr. (1632-1707) and Thomas White (ca.1633—1672), and built a 
sawmill along Miles River, the genesis of the White’s Mill Complex discussed 
below. He briefly ran a tavern in his house, in 1681, and was criticized (but 
apparently not punished) for serving alcohol illegally to Indigenous men. And 
he had a temper: he was taken to court in 1674 for beating up a neighbor 
who was poaching wood from Fairfield’s West Wenham woodlot, and in 
1680 for another altercation when he struck a woman while he was trying to 
collect a tax on behalf of the town.?!* 

In 1712 Fairfield was fined for underpaying the 18*-century equivalent 
of a town property tax, the selectmen determining that he had (1) neglected 
to pay that part of his tax attributable to the value of Fairfield’s “servant,” 
cow and swine, and (2) misrepresented the total amount of his real estate. 
Neither the name nor the gender of the enslaved person is documented.?!? 
In 1726, as the Fairfield family was winding up the settlement of Fairfield’s 
estate (Walter having died in 1723), an anonymous “old” enslaved man who 
had been in Fairfield’s household was living with son-in-law and Beverly res- 
ident Freeborn Balch (1660-1729). It is likely that the man living in 1726 
was the same person as the “servant” in the 1712 tax dispute. It is also likely 
that, in addition to working Fairfield’s farm, this man did work in the mill 
complex on Miles River, given Fairfield’s part ownership of it. 
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Receipt included in Walter Fairfield’s probate file, 1726. While Fair- 
field’s estate was being settled, the enslaved man who had been part of the 
Fairfield household was temporarily housed by Fairfield’s son-in-law 
Freeborn Balch. This receipt acknowledges payment to Balch for Balch’s 
expenses for housing the man.””! 
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Ens. Benjamin Kimball (1706—1766) acquired the Fairfield House and 
part ownership of the White's Mill Complex in 1756. He was married four 
times: to Elizabeth Hovey (1705-1738) in 1727 or 1728, to Phoebe Frye 
(17092-1746) in 1739, to Ruth Batchelder (1703—1753) in 1747, and to Han- 
nah (Andrews) Gott (1702—1766) in 1754. He had nine children, the first six 
or perhaps seven (one of whom was born and died on the same day) with his 
wife Elizabeth, and two with his wife Ruth22 

An enslaved man named Caesar and an enslaved girl named Dinah were 
included in Kimball’s 1766 probate inventory.?? It is likely that Caesar did 
work in the White's Mill Complex, given Kimball’s ownership interest in it, 
as well as farm work. While the name “Caesar” was used by multiple enslaved 
men in Wenham, and no specific information has been found that indicates 
he was transferred to the Ens. Benjamin Kimball household from another 
household, it’s possible that he was the Caesar who was born in 1749 whose 
patents were part of the Jonathan Porter (1696-1759) household (pages 62- 
69). Dinah might have been the girl by that name who was baptized in 1754, 
whose father Hazard was at that time in the John Gott Jr. (ca.1694—1761) 
household and mother Flora was in the Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) 
household, discussed at page 167. 
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The John Fairfield House, 1916. The house was torn down for the con- 
struction of the shopping plaza that’s currently on the site.” 
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13. White's Mill Complex, Formerly on Miles River South of Walnut Road 
e — Likely workplace of the anonymous enslaved man in the Walter Fairfield house- 
hold by 1712 and through 1723 
e — Likely workplace of Abner in the Josiah White household by 1761 
© — Likely workplace of Caesar in the Ens. Benjamin Kimball household by 1766 


e — Likely workplace of Scipio in the Peter Dodge household by 1768 through at least 
1771 


Enslaver Walter Fairfield (bp. 1631-1723) formed a partnership with 
Thomas Fiske Sr. (1632—1707) and Thomas White (ca.1633—1672) and built 
a sawmill by 1672. Known as White’s Sawmill, it was along the Miles River 
near current-day Walnut Road. A gristmill was added in 1725. The Miles 
River is a very slow-moving stream. But water doesn’t need to fall very far to 
drive a water wheel; the combination of a low dam and an undershot wheel 
would have provided enough power to drive the site’s works. 

The mill complex came to be owned by enslaver Peter Dodge (1724— 
1795) by 1768, and the complex appears on a map of the town drawn in 1795 
as “Dodge[’]s Gristmill & Sawmill.” (Peter Dodge is discussed below at page 
103. His 12 year-old stepson William Batchelder Jr. (1758-1771) drowned in 
1771 when he “fell into ye mill pond.") The mills do not appear on Hales’ 
1825 map of Wenham or subsequent maps. A genealogy of the White family 
published in 1900 describes the mills as “long since gone to decay.”225 

In addition to Walter Fairfield and Peter Dodge, enslavers Josiah White 
(1703-1761) and Ens. Benjamin Kimball (1706—1766) were at different times 
part owners of the mill complex. It's a reasonable assumption that the anon- 
ymous enslaved man in the Walter Fairfield household, Scipio (Peter Dodge 
household), Abner (White household) and Caesar (Kimball household) 
wotked in the White's Mill Complex. Abner, who was baptized in 1752, was 
about nine years old when his enslaver Josiah White died—a sobering signal 
that mill work was likely done by boys as well as men. 
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Richard Dodge’s 1795 map of Wenham. This shows “Dodge[’ |s Grist- 


, 


mill & Sawmill’—the sawmill formerly known as White's Sawmill— near 
the Hamilton town line. This map also shows the Dodge Mill Complex in 
Wenham Neck as *Dodge[']s Sawmill."?26 
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Site of the White’s Mill Complex dam, photographed about the year 
1900. A stone wall appears near the foreground in the right side of this 
view, perpendicular to a wooden fence that recedes into the distance.”’ 
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Miles River as seen in the garden of the White Homestead, photo- 
graphed about the year 1900. 
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14. The White-Dodge-Pingree House, Formerly West of 60 Walnut 
Road 


e Residence of Deborah in the Josiah White household by 1752 and through ca. 


1760 

© Residence of Abner in the Josiah White household by 1752 and through ca. 
1760 

e = Possible residence of an anonymous enslaved infant in the Peter Dodge household 
in 1769 


e Possible residence of Scipio in the Peter Dodge household by 1768 and through 
at least 1771 


© Residence of an anonymous enslaved child in the Haffield White household by 
1775 


John White (d. 1673) was granted a 60-acre farm by the town of Salem 
in 1639. He later received additional grants, assembling a 106-acre farm that 
abutted Miles River to the west and the Hamilton-Wenham town line to the 
north. Grandson Josiah White (1703-1761) and his brother were given their 
grandfather's house in 1738. That house later became the homestead of Jo- 
siah’s son Haffield White (1739-1818), and later still by Peter Dodge (1724— 
1795). It was still standing in 1900 but was gone by 1910.29 Josiah White, 
Haffield White and Peter Dodge had enslaved people in their respective house- 
holds. 

Josiah White was part owner of the White’s Mill Complex during the 
1730s.7? He was married four times: to Elizabeth Kimball (1709—1728) in 
1727, to Abigail Fowler (ca.1706—1730) in 1729, to Sarah Prime (b. 1716) in 
1732, and to Lois Kenney (ca.1707—1777) in 1751. He had a daughter (who 
died in infancy) with this first wife, and five children with this third wife.??! 
His household included two enslaved people: Deborah and her son Abner. 

e Deborah had married Sharper (Samuel Gott (1695—1752) house- 

hold, pages 17-20) in 1738 when she was part of the Joseph Herrick 
(1667-1749) household of Topsfield. She was transferred to the 
White household by 1752. She was still patt of that household 
when an inventory was made of White's estate in 1761.22 We can 
hypothesize that Deborah may have been the same woman by that 
name who died in 1764 while part of the Andrew Cole (1729-1787) 
household, discussed on page 89. 

Continued on p. 102 
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The White-Dodge-Pingree House, photographed ca.1900.? 


Center of Town 101 


0 234 


The White-Dodge-Pingree House, photographed ca.190 
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e Abner was baptized in 1752 and was part of the Josiah White household 
when White died in 1761. It is possible that he was the same Abner who 
was later in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. household in the 1770s (pages 76- 
77)—the man who adopted the surname Brown by 1790.2» It is note- 
worthy that the Abner in the Brown household was assigned a lower 
financial value than a “maid servant" in the same household (Appendix 
B) in Brown's 1778 estate inventory, a signal that Abner wasn't capable 
of doing as much work as the maid. If indeed the Abner in the White 
household was the same Abner in the Brown household, one wonders 
whether he suffered a farming accident or an accident at White's Mill 
Complex that impaired his ability to work. 

Deborah had five other children in addition to Abner (pages 17-19) but no 

evidence that has been found that any of her other children were transferred 

into the White household. 


E : ; mec 
4 : Py /] E eR Yon Pag 

| op Harm er ý Sams? (oÉ 

v f Y 6 ^ | »$ 

E, ef Lr havnt ver, Oe faith Mis "A 


é 
7 uw 


Record of Abner's baptism, 1752.6 
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Josiah White's son Haffield married Lydia Masters (b? d?) in 1761. They 
had six children, three of whom did not survive to adulthood. Josiah and 
Lydia moved to Danvers by 1787 and to Ohio in December of that year, 
where they died.??" In 1775 an anonymous enslaved child (gender and age not 
recotded) died in Haffield's household, the child's death being recorded by 
the Wenham Congregational Church.?*? The fact that it was a child and not 
an adult raises the possibility that there was an enslaved woman (the child's 
mother) in the Haffield White household who has gone unrecorded. 


Center of Town 103 


Có Có C$ 


Peter Dodge was married twice: to Sarah Dodge (b. 1732) in 1752, and 
to Elizabeth (Cressy) Batchelder (1736—1821) in 1762. He had two children 
with his first wife and seven with his second wife. He acquired most if not all 
of the White's Mill Complex by 1768, and the complex appears on a map of 
the town drawn in 1795 as “Dodge[’]s Gristmill & Sawmill.” Peter Dodge’s 
stepson William Batchelder Jr. (1758-1771) drowned in January 1771 when 
he was walking across the iced-over mill pond and fell through the ice. 

There were at least two enslaved people in Dodge’s household. 

e Ananonymous enslaved infant (gender not recorded) died while part 
of the Peter Dodge household in 1769, the death being recorded by 
the Wenham Congregational Church.*4? The presence of an infant 
raises the likelihood that there was an enslaved woman (the infant’s 
mother) in the household who has gone unrecorded. 

e An enslaved man named Scipio was part of the household during 
the years 1768 through 1771, when he was hired out on a number of 
occasions to enslaver Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703—1778)—building 
a wall, digging a ditch and doing other farm work—to repay Peter 
Dodge’s debts to Lieut. Richard.?*! Scipio may perhaps have been the 
father of the anonymous infant who died in 1769. Otherwise, there’s a 
possibility that there was another enslaved man in the household 
who has gone unrecorded. 

We don’t know when Dodge moved into the White-Dodge-Pingree House. 
It is possible that he shared the house, as a tenant, with Haffield White’s 
family. If, however, he was living elsewhere in 1769 or 1771, no record has 
been found that documents where. 


C5 C$ C$ 
Sensibilities change over time. By the 1830s, one of enslaver Peter 


Dodge's grandsons, Theodore Dodge (1790—1863), had become an aboli- 
tionist.??? 
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Records of the deaths of the anonymous enslaved infant in the Peter 
Dodge household (1769) and the anonymous enslaved child in the Haf- 
field White household (1775).°” 
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103 Title History: Essex County Deeds 81:27 ([Capt.] John Dodge Jr. [s] to John Dodge [3*4] 
et al., 1710); 104:157 (John [3*3] and Ruth Dodge to George Dodge, 1757), first parcel; 137:121 
(George Dodge to John Dodge [1717—1779]), 1758), first parcel. To John Dodge's (1717— 
1779) son Lieut./Dea. John Dodge Jr. (1747-1825); see Essex County Probate 7879 (John 
Dodge, 1779), :7 Will (1779), :13 Inventory (1779), :16 Division of Real Estate (1780), second 
moiety. Essex County Probate 7887 ([Lieut./Dea.] John Dodge [Jr.], 1825), :13 Inventory 
(1825). Essex County Deeds 240:91 (Sarah Dodge to John Dodge [3*4] et al., 1825); and 244:66 
(Paul and Sarah Kimball to John Dodge [354] et al., 1826). To John “Pond John" Dodge 3:4 
(1770—1849) but deed not recorded. Essex County Probate 37606 (John Dodge [3*9], 1850), 
:12 Inventory (1850), :19 Account (1853). Essex County Deeds 444:238 (Jesse Sheldon, exec- 
utor to Isaac B. Woodberry [sz], 1851), first parcel; 539:34 (Isaac B. and Mary A. Woodbury 
to Eliza and Ebenezer T. Andrews, 1856), first parcel; 575:220 (Eliza Andrews to John Clifton, 
mortgage, 1858); 578:217 (John Clifton to Eliza Andrews, 1858); 586:202 (Ebenezer T. and 
Eliza Andrews to Isaac B. Woodbury, mortgage, 1858); 587:36 (Eliza and Ebenezer T. An- 
drews to Rosilla J. Tyrell, 1859), first parcel; 587:37 (Rosilla J. and Parker P. Tyrell to Eliza 
Andrews, mortgage, 1859), first parcel; 695:163 (Parker P. and Rosilla J. Tyrell to Amos Gould, 
mortgage, 1865); 695:174 (Parker P. and Rosilla J. Tyrell to Charles W. Wellington, mortgage, 
1865); 1034:193 (Rosilla J. and Parker P. Tyrell to James H. Perkins, mortgage, 1880); 1075:200 
(Rosilla J. and Parker P. Tyrell to James H. Perkins, mortgage, 1882); 1167:107 (Rosilla J. and 
Parker P. Tyrell to James H. Perkins, mortgage, 1886); 1203:142 (Rosilla J. and Parker P. Tyrell 
to Lewis D. Metcalf, mortgage, 1887), no mention of house; 1251:383 (Charles E. S. MacCorry, 
possession, 1889); 1251:383 (Charles E. S. MacCorry to William H. Hyland, 1889); 1251:386 
(William H. Hyland to Charles E. S. MacCorry, 1889); and 1352:363 (Charles E. S. MacCorry 
to Charles H. Tilton, 1892). Maps: Hales (1825). Walling (1856), *I. B. Woodbury" House. 
Beers (1872), 95, “Terrill” House. Walker (1884), 87, “Terrill” House. Essex County Deeds 
Plan 1352:363 (“Plan of the Tyrril [sz] Estate, Wenham,” 18[9]2). Walker Lithograph & Publish- 
ing Co. (1910), 33, “Chas. H. Tilton” property. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 
1971.10.062. Lillie (1976), “Lt. John Dodge delegate to the Albany Plan of Union, 1755 [sz] 
House. Other References: Phillips (1938), 33. Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 
14-15. For genealogy see J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:17-18, 29, 52-54. 


1^ There were three John Dodges living in Wenham when enslaved people Judith, Flora 
and Primus were alive. The others, besides John Dodge (1717-1779), were Capt. John Dodge 
(1740-1811) and Lieut./Dea. John Dodge Jr. (1747-1825). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:91, 116. But 
both Capt. John and Lieut./Dea. John Jr. were too young in 1759 (when Judith’s daughter 
Flora was baptized) to have been head of a household. Indeed, Capt. John’s father was Lieut. 
Richard Dodge (1703-1778) and Lieut./Dea. John Jr.’s father was John Dodge (1717-1779): 
both boys’ fathers were alive in 1759. In addition, the 1777 record of Primus’ death refers to 
“John Dodge" sans title (e.g., “Capt.”) or suffix (e.g., “Jr.”). Essex County Deeds 137:121. 
Essex County Probate 7879 (John Dodge, 1779). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:54. Essex Institute 
(1904), 191. Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 1:109, 2:93, 126. Essex Institute (1910), 
2:138, 173. Findagrave.com, memorials #150154098 and 150154376. 


15 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 68. Death not recorded in Es- 
sex Institute (1904). 


106 The child died in July 1758 in the John Dodge (1717—1779) household, but when Judith 
announced the intention of her marriage in November 1758 she was part of the Jerusha Dodge 
household. Even if Jerusha had moved in with her son John Dodge by July 1758, if the child 
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had been Judith’s, Jerusha (not John Dodge) would likely have been identified as the child's 
enslaver. 


17 Photographed November 3, 1893 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843-1921). Image courtesy 
of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, B. H. Conant Collection, Plate #204-C. 
This image previously appeared (reversed) in Wenham Historical Association & Museum 
(1992), 14. For Sally (Dodge) Spalding see Findagrave.com, memorial #125321659. 


108 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 49. Town of Wenham, MS (1678— 
1799, 1902), 22, 28. Essex Institute (1904), 84, 180, 181. Topsfield Historical Society (1906— 
1907), 2:361. For Jerusha (Woodbury) (Rayment) Dodge see Essex County Probate 7893 (Jon- 
athan Dodge, 1756); J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:30-31; and Topsfield Historical Society (1906— 
1907), 1:393, 2:87, 256, 257, 352. 


19 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 49. Essex Institute (1904), 84. 
Flora may have been named after Hazard’s first partner. 


110 The Flora who was part of the Isaac Giddings household died in 1763. The record of her 
death called her a “servant” and not a “girl,” which seems to indicate she was older than the 
Flora who was born to Judith and Hazard in 1759. The Flora who was part of the Skipper 
Dodge household died in 1770 as an infant, too old to be the Flora who was born in 1759. 


111 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 201. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


112 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 68: “between these twe died 
July two negro Children one of Richard Dodge & ye other of John Dodge.” 


113 Ibid., 201: “[#]340]. May 30. Primus a Negro Man Servant of M". John Dodge.” 
11^ Essex Institute (1868), 19-27, 47, 59, 63-64, 67, 69. Perley (1924-1928), 2:147-154. 


115 The date of the sermon has gone unrecorded. Rev. John Fiske (ca.1601—1677) was ac- 
cepted as a resident of Salem in 1637 and was granted a 150-acre farm in current-day Wenham 
in 1638. He was Wenham’s first settled minister. If Rev. Fiske moved to his newly-granted 
farm in 1638 or 1639, that would support a date of 1638 for Rev. Peter's sermon. It seems 
rather unlikely that Rev. Peter would have been called upon if Rev. Fiske was already living in 
the fledgling community. Essex Institute (1868), 51, 67, 82, 91, 95-96. 

M. O. Allen (1860), 152-153, mistakenly says the sermon occurred in 1642. But Gov. 
John Winthrop, a contemporary of Rev. Peter, recorded that Peter returned to England in 
1641. Peters (1902), 16-19. Hosmer (1908), 160-161. Dunn and Yeandle (1996), 191, 208. See 
also Perley (1924—1928), 2:151. 


116 Peter to Winthrop, ca. July 15, 1637, retrieved from Massachusetts Historical Society 
(2025). Spelling and punctuation of Peter's correspondence to Winthrop edited. Peters (1902), 
10. Essex Institute (1911—1921), 1:11. Perley (1924-1928), 1:414-415. Corcoran (2023), 8-9, 11, 
14. 


17 Bragg and Towne, MS (1741—1820), 70-71. Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) charged 
Bragg for hauling logs and sawing them into boards at the Dodge Mill Complex in 1765, 
presumably for this construction project. [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [sic]), second section, 3. 
Dendrochronology is needed to determine how much of the existing house, if any, incorpo- 
rates the earlier structure. An inspection of the interior of the house was not done as part of 
the research for this book. 

Title History: Essex County Deeds 99:246 (John Porter to Samuel Porter, 1738), first par- 
cel, including house. To Ebenezer Porter; deed not recorded but see 98:172 (Samuel Porter to 
Samuel [Jr.] and Ebenezer Porter, 1754), first parcel, for reference to this house. Essex County 
Deeds 100:206 (Ebenezer and Hannah Porter to Nathaniel Browne [sic], 1754); 124:131 
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(Nathaniel and Anne Brown to [Dr.] William Fairfield, 1765); and 158:2 (Sarah Fairfield et al. 
to Isaac Porter, 1791), first parcel. Maps: Walling (1856), “W. Porter" House. Beers (1872), 95, 
“W. Porter" House. Walker (1884), 87 “E. Porter” House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing 
Co. (1910), 33, *E. A. A. Reynolds" House. Lillie (1776), *Dr[.] William Fairfield, d. 1773, 
surgeon in French & Indian Wars [sic], c. 1760" House. Osher References: M. O. Allen (1860), 74. 
MACRIS, WNH.12 (1970). Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 28-29. Ganz 
(2013), 188-202. Corcoran (2021), 2:237-239. For Porter genealogy see Porter (1878), 244-245, 
258. 


15 Williams, MS (1759). M. O. Allen (1860), 124-125. Essex Institute (1904), 33, 118, 176, 
197. Topsfield Historical Society (1910—1911), 2:115, 329. Essex Institute (1916—1925), 5:236. 
Cole (1943), 60-61. Fairfield (1953), 38-39. Ganz (2013), 188-202. Corcoran (2023), 48-49, 53. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #60559784. 


119 September 6, 2023 photograph by Robert O. Corcoran. 
79 M.O. Allen (1860), 74, edited. 


1! Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 63, 64, 194. Essex Institute 
(1904), 226, 227. Corcoran (2021), 2:124. 


12 Fairfield (1953), 38-39. 


123 Photographed October 21, 1893 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843-1921). Image courtesy 
of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, B. H. Conant Collection, Plate #0816. 
The people in the image are unidentified. This image previously appeared in Wenham Histor- 
ical Association & Museum (1992), 28. 


14 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 64: “[#]180 Nov: 24. a young 
negro child of D". Fairfield.” 63: [#]194. feby: 14. Jane a Negro handmaid of Dt Wm. Fair- 
field.” 194: [#]359 London Negro Servant of Widow Fairfield.” 


125 Title History: The property was owned by Samuel Goodridge Jr. (1719-1776) by 1761, but 
Goodridge did not record his deed when he acquired it. Essex County Deeds 112:85 (Samuel 
and Lydia Goodridge to Daniel Killam [sz] Jr., 1761), first parcel, including house; 120:102 
(Daniel Jr. and Elizabeth Killam [sé] to Abraham Kimball, 1761); 115:145 (Abraham and Eliz- 
abeth Kimball to Ebenezer Kimball, 1763); 122:273 (Ebenezer and Elizabeth Kimball to 
[Dea.] John Friend [Jr.], 1769). Essex County Probate 10212 (Dea. John Friend [Jr.], 1785), 
:16 Will (1785), :21 Inventory (1785). Essex County Deeds 159:144 (Benjamin Friend to Rev. 
Adoniram Judson, 1793); 168:32 ([Rev.|] Adoniram and Abigail Judson to Thomas Saunders, 
1800); 186:196 (Thomas and Elizabeth Saunders to Henry Elkins, 1806), first parcel; 199:134 
(Henry and Preserved Elkins to Paul Porter, 1813); 199:135 (Paul Porter to Henry Elkins, 
mortgage, 1813); 219:192 (Paul and Nancy Porter to Rev. John Smith, 1818); and 231:121 
([Rev.] John and Hannah Smith to Edmund Kimball, 1822). To Capt. Edmund Batchelder Jr. 
(1794—1865) by 1836, but deed not recorded; this property is identified as being owned by 
Batchelder in 289:106 ([Capt.] Edmund [Jr.] and Lydia Batchelder to Edmund Kimball Jr., 
1836), a deed recording the sale of abutting land. From Capt. Edmund Batchelder Jr. to Martha 
Porter in 1843, but deed not recorded. Essex County Deeds 360:74 (Martha Porter to Edmund 
Kimball Jr., 1845); 376:256 (Edmund Jr. and Mary W. Kimball to Daniel Bradbury, 1845); 427: 
248 (Daniel Bradbury to Ethan Stone, 1850); 433:280 (Daniel and Sarah A. Bradbury to 
Phineas E. Gay and Charles E. Stratton, 1850); 433:280 (Ethan and Eunice A. Stone to Phineas 
E. Gay and Charles E. Stratton, mortgage, 1850); 436:245 (Ethan and Eunice A. Stone to 
Daniel Bradbury, 1850); 443:158 (Daniel and Sarah A. Bradbury to Samuel Putnam, mortgage, 
1851); 522:217 (Phineas E. Gray and Chatles E. Stratton et al. to Daniel Bradbury, 1855); 522: 
218 (Samuel Putnam to Daniel Bradbury, discharge, 1855); 653:214 (John A. Putnam, assignee 
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to Charles L. Merrill, 1863); 653:214 (Charles L. Merrill to Sarah A. Bradbury, 1863); 1149:96 
(Charles L. and Sarah M. Merrill to Daniel Bradbury, 1885); and 1149:96 (Daniel and Caroline 
H. Bradbury to Sarah A. Currier, 1885). Maps: Walling (1856). Beers (1872), 95, *D. Bradbury” 
House. Walker (1884), 87, *D. Bradbury" House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 
32, “S. Currier Heirs” House. Osher References: Cole (1943), 115 and photograph opposite 116. 
MACRIS, WNH.87 (1972). Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 32-33. Janes 
(2011), 88, 118. Hauck, (2013), 612. For Samuel Goodridge Jr. see Topsfield Historical Society 
(1906-1907), 2:453 and Essex Institute (1911), 1:186. For Capt. Edmund Batchelder Jr. see 
Pierce (1898), 441. For Daniel Bradbury see Essex Institute (1904), 93, 130; and Findagrave.- 
com, memorial #160800161. 

The Rev. Joseph Swain/John Friend Jr. House shown on Lille (1976) was a different 
structure that was located on a site to the southwest of this one and was subsequently moved 
to 20 Arbor Street. It is referred to as the house “now occupied by the [R]everend Ebenezer 
P. Sperry” in Essex County Probate 7969 ([Dr.| Samuel Dodge, 1834), :9 Will (1833). See 
Essex County Deeds 289:105 (Rebekah Dodge, guardian to [Capt.] Edmund Batchelder [Jr.], 
836), and 289:106 ([Capt.] Edmund [Jr.] and Lydia Batchelder to Edmund Kimball Jr., 1836). 
MACRIS, WNH.113 (1977). Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 108-109. 
Hauck (2013), 198-200, 613-614, 617-618. 


1% Essex County Probate 15493 (Abraham Kimball, 1773). Morrison and Sharples (1897), 
:53, 74-75. Essex Institute (1904), 48, 131, 135, 207. Essex Institute (1916—1925), 3:520, 560. 
Elizabeth Houlton may have been the Elizabeth Holten who was born in Danvers in 1712 to 
Henry and Abigail Holten; see Essex Institute (1909-1910), 1:178. For parcels in West Wen- 
ham see Essex County Deeds 45:166 (Caleb Kimball to Abraham Kimball, 1725); 76:114 (John 
Moulton to Abraham Kimball, 1739); and 76:115 (John and Sarah Batcheller [si] to Abraham 
Kimball, 1739). 


17 Essex County Deeds 115:145. Abraham's probate inventory (Essex County Probate 
5493:3) shows that he died in Wenham and that he owned a 33-acre parcel in Wenham with 
“buildings” on it. But if one of these buildings had been a house, the inventory likely would 
have said so, or would have used the word “homestead” to describe that parcel. 


128 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 65. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


19 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 65: “[#]144. July 29. A young 
Negro Child of Mr. Abraham Kimball.” 


139 Essex County Deeds 115:145 and 122:273. Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:75, 128-129. 
Essex Institute (1904), 52, 80, 122, 136, 173, 178, 208. Findagrave.com, memorials #31096- 
658, 31096659 and 52878024. The Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771 recorded a “shop” 
on Kimball’s property. Although the valuation doesn’t tell us what the shop was used for, we 
can assume it was a workshop that supported his carpentry. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 
317. Pruitt (1998), 162. 


131 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 63. Essex Institute (1904), 207, 
227. The church manuscript record provides the date of the infant’s death as November 17; 
Essex Institute (1904) erroneously records the date as November 7. 


132 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 63: “[#]200. Nov 17. An Infant 
Negro Child of Ebenezer Kimball.” 


13 Title History: Essex County Deeds 13:184 (Edward Kemp to [Rev.] Antipas Newman, 
1658), first parcel, and deposition appended to the deed; 15:280 (John and Ruth Newman to 
John Porter, 1703), first parcel; 88:122 (John Porter to Jonathan Porter, 1746), third parcel. By 
descent from Jonathan Porter (1696—1759) to son Dr. Tyler Porter (1735—1811) to Tyler's son 
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Jonathan Porter (1771-1829) to Jonathan's son Dr. John Porter (1799-1866) to Dr. John's 
daughter Elizabeth W. (Porter) Tilton (1836—1896) wife of George H. Tilton (1826—1905). 
Essex County Probate 22476 (Jonathan Porter, 1759), :11 Will (1759); 22519 (Tyler Porter, 
1811), :6 Will (1811), :10 Inventory (1811); 22478 (Jonathan Porter, 1829), :36-37 Widow's 
Thirds (1830), :46 Inventory (1829), :64 Inventory (1831); and 50685 (John Porter, 1867), :2 
Administrator's Petition, Citation & Decree (1867). Essex County Deeds 1985:548 (Susan C. 
Gould to Lester E. Libby, 1909); 2220:49 (Lester E. and Georgia E. Libby to Helen G. Brown, 
1913); 2645:420 (J. Porter Brown, executor to Jennie M. Kennard, 1925); 2917:16 (Jennie M. 
Kennatd to Clinton B. and Helen R. Tooley, 1932); 3186:27 (Clinton B. and Helen R. Tooley 
to George Edward and Louise W. Barton, 1939); 4097:406 (George Edward and Louise W. 
Barton to Frank S. and Nancy C. Abbott, 1954); 5350:524 (Frank S. and Nancy C. Abbott to 
Philip J. Woodward, 1966); 5352:90 (Philip J. Woodward to Nancy K. Knight, 1966); 6802:166 
(Nancy K. Knight to Charles F. Jr. and Barbara M. Elliott, 1981); 7930:500 (Charles F. Jr. and 
Barbara M. Elliott to Hugh J. Jr. and Connie M. Collins, 1985); and 28304:26 (Hugh J. Jr. and 
Connie M. Collins to Kara Lee Goodrich and Karl E. Schmith, 2009). Maps: Walling (1856), 
“Dr. J. Porter" House. Beers (1872), 95, *G. Tilton” House. Walker (1884), 87, “Geo. Tilton” 
House. Essex County Deeds Plan 2859:585 (“Land of Mrs. Jennie M. Kennard, Wenham, 
Mass.,” 1930). L. A. Dodge (1968), map following IT-14. Lillie (1976), “Dr. Tyler Porter Tav- 
ern." Other References: M. O. Allen (1860), 160. Wenham Historical Association & Museum 
(1992), 45, 115-116. Janes (2011), 49. Hauck (2013), 347. For genealogy see Porter (1878), 246, 
261-263i, 334; Essex Institute (1904), 71, 72, 217; and Findagrave.com, memorials #52889699, 
63730585, 95496540 and 137389017. 


14 Essex County Probate 22476. Porter (1878), 246. Essex Institute (1904), 71, 158, 172, 
217. Topsfield Historical Society (1905), 98. Findagrave.com, memorials #19387483 and 607- 
75925. 


15 Essex County Probate 22519. Porter (1878), 261-262. Essex Institute (1904), 72, 116, 
159, 217. Topsfield Historical Society (1903-1916), 1:40, 141, 179. Findagrave.com, memorials 
#19387434 and 60774871. 


16 Photographed 1893 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843-1921). Image courtesy of the Wen- 
ham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, B. H. Conant Collection, Plate #0679. The gable over 
the front door is evocative of First Period architecture. The house displays two chimneys, 
however, which indicates a renovation perhaps in the late 18" or early 19 century. 


17 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 236): 
Anno Dom. 1743. Ceasar son of Scipio by Sarah his wife was born Augst 13:1749 / 
Pompey son of Scipio By Sarah his wife was Born April 24 1752 / N:B: the above 
Scipio & Sarah Servants To M*: Jonathan Porter / Nancy the Daughter of Scipio 
By Sarah his his [sé] wife was Born 17 of Oct: 1755 / and Died Nov 1757 / a 
Second Nancy was Born to the said Scipio and Sary [si] August 5: 1760 / Peter the 
Son of Scipio by Sary [sé] his Wife was Born April 1759 / Dilla the Daughter of 
Primus Boorgiller [s] by Peggy his wife was Born April 13: 1761 / Phebe [ink faded] 
/ Primus [ink faded] his wife [ink faded] 1764. 
“/” indicates a line break in the manuscript. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643— 
1805), 42, 46, 47, 49, 50, 57, 65, 67, 68, 188. Topsfield Historical Society (1903—1916), 1:258. 
Essex Institute (1904), 84, 180, 226. 


38 Essex County Probate 22476:3 Inventory (1760), :7 Administrator's Account (1762), :9 
Will (1759). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 65, 188. Essex Institute 
(1904), 227. 
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19 Town of Wenham, MS (1700—1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 183): “October y* 16 1748—Ser* to Jon? porter 
[si] an Intent of marriag [sid Between Sipio [sz] Black & Sary black [sz] both of Wenham was 
published." Although the year appearing in the record can seem to be “1749” (due to the style 
of the cursive writing), the context of the record makes it clear that the event occurred in 1748. 


10 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 42: “[#]40. Pompey Son of 
Scipio & Sarah Servants to Jonathan Porter.” 46: [#]132. Nancy Daughter of Scipio & Sara Negro 
Servants of Jonathan Porter.” 47: “[#]164 Nov: 20. Scipio Negro Servant of Jonathan Porter.” 


141 Ibid, 68: “[#]67. Nov: 6. Nancy Daughter of Scipio & Sarah. Negro Servants of Mr. Jon- 
athan Porter.” 49: “[#]195 May 6. Peter Son of Scipio & Sarah. Negro Servants of Jonathan 
Porter.” 67: “[#98]. [May] 20. Peter Son of Scipio & Sarah.” 


142 Ibid., 50: “[#]226. Augt: 31. Nancy Daughter of Scipio & Sarah (Negro Servants of Widow 
Lydia Porter). 65: “[#]153. June 7. Scipio Negro Servant of Widow Lydia Porter.” 


143 Unidentified artist. Early black and white photographs of portraits painted on canvas, 
catalogued by the Topsfield Historical Society in 1913. Images courtesy of the Topsfield His- 
torical Society, Topsfield, Massachusetts, x4.76 and x4.77. 


14^ ‘Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 316. Essex County Deeds 183:120 (Tyler Porter, deposi- 
tion, 1808). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 39. Essex Institute 
(1904), 227. Pruitt (1998), xvii, 162. The anonymous enslaved person tallied in the Massachu- 
setts Tax Valuation of 1771 was Pompey Porter (1752-1833). The valuation tallied enslaved 
people who were between the ages of 14 and 45. The valuation recorded Porter as owning a 
building identified as a “shop,” but doesn’t tell us what that shop was used for. Perhaps a 
workshop of some sort? Would the doctor's patients have come to see him in his “shop” or 
would they have come to see him in his house? 


145 Dane (1824), 412-413, synopsis of Perkins, Town Treasurer of Topsfield vs. Emerson 
(which erroneously states that Nancy was born in 1759). Moore (1866), 23-24. Topsfield His- 
torical Society (1903-1916), 1:141, 179, 258. For Emerson/Porter genealogy see Gordon 
(1900), 136-139. Findagrave.com, memorials 13234098 and 13234101. 

See also Holmes (1919), 1-70, a novella written by Topsfield resident Harriet (Emerson) 
Holmes (1813-1849) set in the year 1813. Holmes was a granddaughter of enslavers Lieut. 
Thomas (1735-1813) and Lydia (Porter) Emerson (1741—1825). Her novella includes charac- 
ters based on members of the Emerson family, enslaved man Pompey Porter (1752-1833) and 
Phyllis Emerson (ca.1778—1851). Phyllis Emerson was the daughter of Nancy Porter (1760— 
1825); see “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841-1915,” Pre-1903:1851:frame 174. For 
Holmes see Findagrave.com, memorial 22213354270. Thanks go to James Tanzer for sharing 
his discovery of this novella. 


146 Essex Institute (1904), 227 (Pomp Porter). Cole (1943), 91 (Pompey Black). Cole does 
not cite her reference for the name “Pompey Black.” She seems to have assumed that—be- 
cause the record of his parent's marriage intention identified both with the surname Black— 
Pompey used that surname eatlier in life. 


147 Phillips (1938), 55-58. For Peabody see United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 
1860:541; and Peabody (1909), 318. For the tavern at the corner of Abor and Main Streets see 
Essex County Deeds 233:243 (John Thorn[e] Dodge Jr. to John Thorn[e] Dodge, mortgage, 
1823); and 248:148 (John T. Dodge to the Town of Wenham, mortgage, 1828). Cole (1943), 
17, 99, photograph between 100-101, 120, 138, 139. 
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14 M. O. Allen (1860), 90. Town of Wenham (1959), 22. Although Allen (at 90) contends 
Pompey fought in the Revolution, there's no corroboration of this in Tyler Porter's 1808 dep- 
osition (Essex County Deeds 183:120) or in Secretary of the Commonwealth (1896—1908). 
Allen (at 84) refers to a record in the state archives of *a negro servant of Tyler Porter," but 
this reference was for Scipio Lummus, not Pompey Porter. Thanks go to James Tanzer for 
reconciling this aspect of Allen's research. 


^9 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1790:690, 1800:563, 1810:52, 1820:212. The 
1820 Federal census excluded the tally of people of color for Wenham. The Jonathan Porter 
(1771-1829, son of Dr. Tyler Porter) household was not included in the 1830 census. 
Pompey was apparently the inspiration for the character of an “old negro" man in a 

novella written by Topsfield resident Harriet (Emerson) Holmes (1813—1849) set in the year 
1813: 

Poor old man! [H]e had been blind many years and though he could now perform 

but few services for those in whose house he had been born; yet his heart was filled 

with love and gratitude to them because they kindly cherished him in his misfortune. 

Like all who are deprived of one sense he had cultivated the others until they had 

become remarkably acute, and his power of hearing was really wonderful. 
Holmes (1919), 25-26. Findagrave.com, memorial #213354270. Holmes was a granddaughter 
of Topsfield enslavers Lieut. Thomas (1735-1813) and Lydia (Porter) Emerson (1741—1825). 


150 Essex County Probate 22519:6, Will (1811). M. O. Allen (1860), 90. Essex Institute 
(1904), 227. 


131 Although Hardesty’s focus is on pre-Revolution Boston, his model replaces the tradi- 
tional dichotomous conception of enslavement and freedom with a continuum of unfreedom. 


Hardesty (2016), 2. 


13 'Tyng (1851), 675-679. For Samuel Lummus Jr. see Essex County Probate 17356 (Samuel 
Lummus, 1754) and Findagrave.com, memorial #64021452. Tyng (1851) says that enslaver 
Samuel Lummus died in 1744, but this is a typographical error. For John Lummus and his 
wife Hannah (Porter) Lummus, cousin of enslaver Tyler Porter, see Porter (1878), 246; White 
(1900), 1:46, 87-88; and Findagrave.com, memorials #52846220 and 52846430. In 1775 Scipio 
had been stationed at Prospect Hill, Somerville; see Essex County Deeds 183: 120 (Tyler Por- 
ter, deposition, 1808). 


153 The New England Chronicle; or the Essex Gazette, Cambridge, MA, July 6, 1775, 4. Bly (2012), 
189. 


154 Essex County Deeds 183:120 (Tyler Porter, deposition, 1808). 


155 Ibid. Scipio served under Lieut. Cornelius Baker (1743—1808) of Wenham, part of Capt. 
John Dodge Jr.'s (6th) company, 3d Essex County Regiment mustered at Ipswich. Secretary 
of the Commonwealth (1896—1908), 1:472. Findagrave.com, memorial #54813340. While Sec- 
retary of the Commonwealth (1896—1908) includes a Scipio Freeman (at 6:52), that man en- 
listed from Beverly and was part of a different regiment. 


16 He used the name Scipio Porter during 1778 while at Fishkill and West Point, New York: 
“Descriptive List" (1778), MS, Wenham #2; Rutgers (1778), MS, #82; and Warner (1778), MS, 
#80. Secretary of the Commonwealth (1896—1908), 12:608 (Scipio Porter, enlisted at Wenham, 
served June 19, 1778 through March 19, 1779 at Fishkill and West Point). 

He used the name Scipio Lummus in 1779 while at Castle Island, South Boston: Mallon 
(1779), MS, Sipeo Lummux [s] of Winnum [s]. Secretary of the Commonwealth (1896— 
1908), 10:43 (Scipio Lummux [s], private enlisted at Wenham, served October 3, 1779 
through November 10, 1779 at Castle Island). 
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“Descriptive List" (1778), MS, describes him as 5 10" tall and gives his age as 36, indi- 
cating birth about the year 1742. But this conflicts with Tyng (1851), 676, which states that 
Scipio was “now more than seventy years of age" in 1808—which indicates birth between 
about 1728 and 1738. 


157. Tyng (1851), 675-679. 


D85 The New England Chronicle; or the Essex Gazette, Cambridge, MA, July 6, 1775, 4: 

RAN away from me the Subscriber, on 

Sunday Night the 25th of June, a Negro Man named Sp, 

about 30 Years of Age, about six Feet high, well set, speaks good 

English; he hath two Scars on his Temple, between his Eye and 

his Ear: He carried away with him a large Pack, two Suits of 

Cloaths [sz], one blue Coat lined with Red, one Coat of a brown Co- 

lour, one calico lapel Jacket, a black Jacket, one Pait of Moose- 

skin Breeches, a Pair of black and white Breeches, besides a great 

Coat and other Jackets, Shirts and Trowsers [sc], and a felt Hat. It 

is suspected he hath a Pass —- Whoever will take up said Negro 

and convey him to his Master, or commit him to Gaol [jail], so that 

he may be returned to me, shall have Four Dollars Reward and 

necessary Charges paid by me, JOHN LUMMUS. 

Ipswich, June 27, 1775. 

The ad provides a reminder that the word “dollar” applied to certain currencies that were in 
circulation well before the establishment of the United States. Image courtesy of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society. 


159 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 188: “[#407]. Sarah a Negro 
Maid of D". Tyler Porter. March 31.” 


160  [hid., 39: “[April] 19 — Pomp Porter a black man aged 82.” Notice that the vocabulary 
had shifted from use of the word “negro” to use of the word “black.” A sign of the times, as 
the abolitionist movement gained momentum? 

1 M. O. Allen (1860), 90. 


12 Weston (1906), 104. Piersen (1988), 203. Darby, a man who had been enslaved by the 
Vassall family in Cambridge and was later emancipated, made the request to be buried with 
the family of his former enslavers. S. F. Batchelder (1917), 76. 

15 Handler, Lange and Riordan (1978), 310, referencing inter alia: Northcote (1910), 44; Tal- 
bot (1932, 1967), 255; Herskovitz (1938), 1:359; Bascom (1969), 66; and Parrinder (1969), 109. 
The practice of burying the dead under their houses was sometimes practiced by enslaved 
people in the Caribbean; see Brathwaite (1971), 216. 


14  Dendrochronology is needed to determine how much of the existing house, if any, in- 
corporates the earlier structure. An inspection of the interior of the house was not done as 
part of the research for this book. Tiz History: Essex County Deeds 123:57 (Josiah and Han- 
nah Batcheller [sz] to Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1767); 139:13 (Ebenezer and Hannah Porter to 
Joseph Woodberry [sé], 1781); 139:13 (Samuel and Anna Porter to Joseph Woodberry, 1782); 
140:99 (Charles and Abigail Dodge to Joseph Woodberry, 1782); 140:99 (William Adams et al. 
to Joseph Woodberry, 1782); 139:144 (Joseph Woodberry to Charles Dodge, mortgage, 1782); 
140:170 (Joseph and Abiel Woodberry to Josiah Herrick, 1783); 146:83 (Josiah and Mary Her- 
rick to John Friend (attorney for Jeremiah Low) and Jonathan Low, 1786); 153:34 (Jonathan 
and Jeremiah Low to Thomas Lewis, 1791); 153:264 (Thomas and Patty Lewis to Jeremiah 
Low, mortgage, 1791); 168:32 (Martha Lewis to Elizabeth Greenwood, 1800); 169:167 
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(Elizabeth Greenwood to Thomas Saunders, 1801); 186:196 (Thomas and Elizabeth Saunders 
to Henry Elkins, 1806), third parcel; 199:134 (Henry and Preserved Elkins to Paul Porter, 
1813); 199:135 (Paul Porter to Henry Elkins, mortgage, 1813); 219:305 (Nathaniel and Betsey 
Potter to Edmund Kimball, 1819); 219:305 (Paul and Nancy Porter to Edmund Kimball, 
1819); 237: 88 (Edmund and Lucy Kimball to Moses Foster, 1824); and 235:57 (Moses Foster 
to Edmund Kimball, mortgage, 1824). Maps: Walling (1856), “M. Foster” House. Beers (1872), 
95, *H. Hobbs" House. Walker (1884), 87, *H. Hobbs" House. Walker Lithograph & Pub- 
lishing Co. (1910), 32, *H. Hobbs" House. L. A. Dodge (1944). Lille (1976), Nathaniel Brown 
Loyalist, c. 1699 [sic]? House. Osher References: MACRIS, WNH.26 (1970). Wenham Historical 
Association & Museum (1992), 42-43. Janes (2011), 34, 36. Corcoran (2023), 53. 


15 Brown was the son of Nathaniel and Elizabeth (Fiske) Brown of Wenham. Essex County 
Probate 3756 (Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1778). Porter (1878), 245. White (1900), 1:27, 51-52. 
Essex Institute (1904), 70, 95, 157, 187. Essex Institute (1916—1925), 3:150, 4:208. Wenham 
Historical Association & Museum (1992), 42-43. Corcoran (2023), 49. Findagrave.com, me- 
motials #69172409 and 173166089. Although her name is rendered as “Anna” in some doc- 
uments, she signed her name as “Anne Brown" in Essex County Probate 3756:3, Receipt 
(1779). 


166 Title History: Essex County Deeds 98:194 (Richard and Susannah Kimball to Nathaniel 
Brown [Jr.], 1753) and 98:195 (John and Charity Kimball to Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1753); 
137:71 (Nathaniel [Jr.] and Anne Brown to Ebenezer Porter, 1767); and 159:28 (Ebenezer and 
Hannah Porter to Jonathan Porter, 1793). Essex County Probate 22478 (Jonathan Porter, 
1829), :36-37 Widow's Thirds (1830), :46 Inventory (1829), :64 Inventory (1831). To Nathaniel 
Kimball, but deed not recorded. Essex County Probate 44414 (Nathaniel Kimball, 1855), :9 
Codicil (1852), :13 Inventory (1855), :17-18 Will (1847). Essex County Deeds 553:9 (Edward 
L. and Sarah Kimball to Henry Tarr, 1857). Maps: Walling (1856), unidentified house. Beers 
(1872), 95, “H. Tarr” House. O//er References: Kennard, ed. (1944), 1. MACRIS, WNH.93 
(1972). 

Although it is very possible that enslaved people were part of the Brown household while 
they lived at the 98 Main Street site, no documents have been found that bear this out. 

'The Browns also owned the Porter-Fairfield House at 79 Main Street, but as an invest- 
ment property not as their residence. (In Essex County Deeds 137:71 Brown identified the 
house formerly at 98 Main Street as “my now dwelling house.") For Brown's ownership of 
the Porter-Fairfield House see Essex County Deeds 100:206 (Ebenezer and Hannah Porter to 
Nathaniel Browne [sz] of Salem, 1754) and 124:131 (Nathaniel and Anne Brown to [Dr.] Wil- 
liam Fairfield, 1765), but no mention of a house. M. O. Allen (1860), 74. MACRIS, WNH.12 
(1970). Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 28-29. Corcoran (2021), 2:238. 
197 Essex County Probate 3756:13-14, Inventory (1778). The portraits were owned by 
Anne's brother Ebenezer Porter; see Essex County Probate 22449 (Ebenezer Porter, 1800), 
:10 Will (1799), bequest to son Nathaniel. The current location of the portraits is unknown. 
168 Cole (1945), 68. “Miss Hobbs" was Harriet B. Hobbs, writing in 1935; see L. A. Dodge 
(1944) and Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 42. 


19 Photographed October 17, 1893 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843-1921). Image courtesy 
of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, B. H. Conant Collection, Plate #0805. 
The building at right was a harness shop. This image previously appeared in Wenham Histor- 
ical Association & Museum (1992), 42. 

70 Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. Pruitt (1998), xvii, 160. The valuation tallied enslaved 
people who were between the ages of 14 and 45. 
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711 Essex County Probate 3756:9 Will (1774), :10 Codicil (1777), :14 Inventory (1778). 
77 Essex County Probate 3756:9 Will (1774), “my molatto Samson” [sz]. 
73 Essex Institute (1904), 181. 


7^ Ely (?) (1777), MS. Glover (1777), MS, #1. Hodgkins (1778), MS. Carleton (1779), MS. 
Green (1779), MS, #12. Houdin (1779), MS. McFarland (1779), MS. A. Brown (September 
1779), MS, #37. A. Brown (October 1779), MS, #37. A. Brown (November 1779), MS, #37. 
Flint (1787), MS. Bigelow’s Regiment (no date), MS. United States Congress (1833), 9:62, 110. 
Secretary of the Commonwealth (1896—1908), 2:680, 704 (private in Col. Timothy Bigelow’s 
regiment, enlisted at Wenham, May 3, 1777 through May 20, 1780). Valley Forge Park Alliance 
(2002), MA29661. 


75 Boston Overseers of the Poor, MS (1733-1925), reel 8, box 9, folder 3, images 239, 264. 
The admission and discharge records for Sampson Brown “a negro” were for him alone and 
not also a wife or child(ren). United States Census Bureau, Suffolk County, 1790:60. The three- 
person household tallied for Brown supports a scenario of a wife (Patience?) and child. If that 
was the case, his wife’s residence while Sampson was living at the almshouse hasn’t been de- 
termined. 


176 United States Congress (1833), 9:62, 110. 


177 When Nathaniel Brown Jr.’s probate inventory was made in 1778, Abner (who was iden- 
tified as “one negro man servant”) was assessed at 80% of the value of an anonymous “maid 
servant.” Essex County Probate 3756:14. That an enslaved man was assessed at a lower value 
than an enslaved “maid” tells us that Abner wasn’t able to do as much work, indicating that 
he was either rather older or perhaps incapacitated. Assuming the Abner in the White house- 
hold was baptized as an infant (given the history of baptisms of his siblings), he would have 
been about 26 years old in 1778. Consequently, either there were two Abners, or there was 
one Abner who wasn’t able to do the amount of work that others his age were expected to do. 


T$ Salem, Massachusetts Town Records, MS, box 6, folder 2, 92-95. “Warnings to Negroes 
in Salem in 1790” (1908), 96. Bower (2022). 

79 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 201. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
Corcoran (2023), 51-52. 

180 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 201. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
183 Glover (1777), MS, detail. 

12 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 201: “[#]329. May 30. Lazarus 
an Indian Servant of Nath: Brown Esq?" and “[#]342. July 12. a negro Infant belonging to 
Nath!. Brown Esq." 

183 Represents the volume of individuals whose baptism, owning of the covenant, admission, 


wedding and/or death was recorded by the church or recorded by the minister with the town 
clerk. 

19  Piersen (1988), 53-54. 

15 Pompey and Nancy—children of Scipio and Sarah in the Jonathan Porter household— 
were baptized in 1752 and 1755, before their father Scipio was baptized in 1757. Wenham 
First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 42, 46, 47. Essex Institute (1904), 84. There is 
no baptismal recotd for Sarah with the Wenham Congregational Church. But it is possible that 
she was baptized elsewhere (prior to Pompey's baptism) and subsequently moved into the 
Porter household. 


186 "The site of the First Meeting House has been a source of confusion. 
g 
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e In 1642 Samuel Smith (d. 1642) gave the town (which wasn’t yet legally a separate town) 
ten acres to the north of the First Meeting House and Rev. John Fiske (ca.1601—1677) 
gave ten acres to the south. The northwest corner of the Smith lot seems to have corre- 
sponded with “the pond near Mr. Gerrish's house,” which was where Town Hall is today. 
Wenham Historical Society (1930), 4, 52-53 (spelling edited). Perley (1924—1928), 2:147, 
153-154. 

e Essex County Deeds 1:27 (John Shepley [sz] to William Fiske, 1655) describes a ten-acre 
parcel that indicates the First Meeting House was on a spot 100 poles (1650 feet) to the 
north of a mill that was on Alewife Brook, the stream that exits Wenham Lake. 

e Town of Ipswich, MS (1639-1695), 1:179 (exchange of land between Edward Spaulding 
and John Sola [s], 1656), documented the exchange of two half-acre lots in Wenham, 
one of which being part of John Solart’s (d. 1672) orchard abutting the highway on the 
west and “the lane leading to the meeting house" on the south. The John Solart House 
is at 106 Main Street; see Corcoran (2021), 2:9-10. 

e = Mansfield (1844), at 23, described the First Meeting House as being on a hill behind the 
house owned and occupied by Dea. Nathaniel Kimball (1770-1855). M. O. Allen (1860), 
at 26, 160 and 195, desctibed it as being on the hill behind the house occupied by Kim- 
ball’s granddaughter's husband Henry Tarr (1824—1891). Both Mansfield and Allen were 
referring to the house site at 98 Main Street, Tarr having built a house on the site where 
Kimball’s house had stood. Essex County Deeds 553:009 (Edward L. and Sarah Kimball 
to Henry Tarr, 1857). Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:227, 421. MACRIS, WNH.93 (1972). 

So which was the hill that Mansfield and Allen were describing? Some have interpreted it as 

the hill to the east of 106 Main Street, roughly 320 feet east of the road. Others have proposed 

a site just to the southwest of the end of Friend Court. F. W. Batchelder (1944) at 2, however, 

convincing identified the site as further east, atop the hill behind the Club House at the Wen- 

ham Country Club, basing his analysis on the 100-pole metric provided in Essex County Deeds 

1:27. (The congregation has had a practice for some time of celebrating Sunrise Service on 

Easter Sunday at the site that Batchelder identified, in the belief that this was indeed the site 

of the First Meeting House.) 

The Second Meeting House was 24 feet long, 24 feet wide, and 12 feet from the ground 
to the eaves. M. O. Allen (1860), 26, mistakenly thought it was built on the site of the First 
Meeting House, but a careful reading of the town clerk's records show that it was built on a 
site near the site of the Civil War Monument, on the current-day greenspace between 135 Main 
Street and Main Street itself. Wenham Historical Society (1930), 18, 22, 26, 51-52. 

Cole (1943), opposite her page 146, mistakenly thought the Third Meeting House was on 
the site of the first one, on Tarr's Hill. But Wenham Historical Society, 1730-1775 (1940) 28- 
30, 32-33 and Essex County Deeds 91:102 (Ebenezer Batcheller [sz] to Josiah Batcheller [sz], 
1747) make it clear that it was adjacent to current-day Main Street. For construction date see 
Wenham Historical Society (1930), 85-86, 88-89. 

The Fourth Meeting House was 52 feet long, 42 feet wide, and 24 feet from the ground 
to the eaves. The Fifth (current) Meeting House “was placed a little in the rear of the place 
occupied by [the Fourth Meeting House]." M. O. Allen (1860), 197-199, 201-202. For con- 
struction date see Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 113 (first baptism, 
#345); and Wenham Historical Society, 7730—1775 (1940), 91-92, 94-96. 


17 Mather (1706). See Piersen (1988), chapter 5, for a discussion of the conversion of en- 
slaved people to Christianity. 


18  [, A. Dodge, MS (no date), 1998.163.016A. L. A. Dodge, MS (no date), 1998.163.016B. 
L. A. Dodge, MS (no date), 1998.163.016D. Hauck (2011), 354. Base map by Google Maps. 


116 Enslaved People e Wenham 


The outline of the Fifth Meeting House reflects a 15-foot lengthening of the building done in 
1853. M. O. Allen (1860), 202. 


189 Dodge, Lamson and Burnham, MS (no date). Image courtesy of the Wenham Museum, 
Wenham, Massachusetts, x2023.160. See also Lillie (1955). The plan appeats to have been 
drawn in the 1830s or early 1840s. The first of the three appraisers was Allen W. Dodge (1804— 
1878), a justice of the peace whose signature also appears on the last page of Wenham's 1850 
Federal census return. “J. T. Dodge,” owner of pew #29, was probably John Thorne Dodge 
(1765-1854). “R. A. Dodge,” owner of pew #9, was probably Rufus A. Dodge (1809—1875) 
who was admitted as a member of the church in 1835. *D. Gently,” owner of pew #2, was 
probably Downing Gentlee, admitted in 1833. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS 
(1792-1847), 172. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:174, 210-211. Findagrave.com, memorial #52685579. 


19 M. O. Allen (1860), 90, 199-200. See also Wenham First Congregational Church (1879), 
18. For the 1737 epidemic see Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 127; 
Henchman, MS (1737); M. O. Allen (1860), 129, 135, 179; Perley (1888), 2:1232; Caulfield 
(1939):219-272, 277-335; and Corcoran (2021), 2:122. Thanks go to James Tanzer for sharing 
his hypothesis that the 1737 epidemic may have been a catalyst that fueled local revivalism. 


191 Wenham Historical Society (1930), 77, 82, 83, 112, 127, 144. Wenham Historical Society, 
Supplement (1940), 47, 51, 52, 59, 62, 64, 70, 71, 75, 100, 103, 114. Corcoran (2021), 2:45-46, 
284-285. The farm fronted on Larch Row to the northwest and another road to the southwest 
(long since abandoned) that ran from the Meeting House to Abbey's Bridge; see Road 1 in the 
map on page 129. An inspection of the interior of the house was not done as part of the 
research for this book, and dendrochronology is needed to determine how much of the exist- 
ing house, if any, incorporates the eatlier structure. 


12 Title History: 200-acre grant to Samuel Smith from the Town of Salem, 1638 (Essex Insti- 
tute (1868), 24, 47, 69) and bequest from Samuel Smith to son Thomas Smith, 1643 (Essex 
Institute (1911—1921), 1:45-47; Essex Institute (1916), 18-21). Essex County Deeds 6:62 (Sam- 
uel Smith to [Capt.] Thomas Smith [Jr.], 1679), the farm (acreage not quantified) being occu- 
pied by Alexander Maxcy; 20:162 (Capt. Thomas [Jr.] and Rebeccah Smith to Robert Symonds, 
1685); 8:174 (Robert and Thomasin Symonds to Capt. Thomas Smith, mortgage, 1685); 21:42 
(Robert and Tamson [sz] Symonds to Joseph Dodge, 1708), first parcel (the first deed that 
makes reference to the house). Symonds’ property—although not his house—is mentioned in 
11:34 Joseph Fowler [Jr.] and Zaccheus Goldsmith to Thomas Clarke, mortgage, 1695) and 
11:204 (Thomas Clarke et al. to Joseph Fowler [Jr.] and Zaccheus Goldsmith, 1695). Essex 
County Deeds 38:139 (Joseph and Martha Dodge to Faithfull [sz] Bartlett, 1721), first parcel; 
and 39:56 (Faithfull [sz] and Ann Bartlett to [Rev.] Robert Ward [Jr.], 1721), first parcel, the 
farm being occupied by Ebenezer Kimball. Essex County Probate 28926 ([Rev.] Robert Ward 
De], 1732), :9 Will (1732). Essex County Deeds 67:189 (Margaret Ward, executrix, to [Rev.] 
John Warren, 1733). Essex County Probate 28982 (Rev. John Warren, 1749), :15 Inventory 
(1749[/50], :36 Settlement of Real Estate (1761), :41 Division of Real Estate (1778), refer- 
ences to the parsonage. Essex County Deeds 110:48 (John Warren [Jr.] to [Rev.] Joseph Swain, 
1761); 123:107 ([Rev.] Joseph and Elizabeth Swain to Isaac Giddings, 1767), first parcel; 132:33 
(Isaac and Elizabeth Giddings to Nathaniel Brown, 1771), first parcel. Essex County Probate 
3756 (Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1778), :13 Inventory (1778). To Pelatiah Brown (bp. 1736-1830) 
via three transactions: Essex County Deeds 140:28 (Thomas Brown, executor, to Nathan and 
Pelatiah Brown, 1782), the house lot; 140:29 (Nathaniel and Betsey Brown to Pelatiah Brown, 
1782) and 154:225 (Nathan and Elizabeth Brown to Pelatiah Brown, 1792), second parcel; and 
Essex County Probate 3756:16 Additional Account of Administrator (1783). Essex County 
Deeds 258:114 (William Brown and Pelatiah Brown [Jr.] to Ezra Lummus, 1830); and 258:114 
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(Blizabeth Brown to Ezra Lummus, 1830). To Elizabeth Cogswell (Beckford) Davis (1801— 
1884) in 1837 or 1838, but deed not recorded. The property is identified as being owned by 
Lummus in 306:190 (Edmund and Mary W. Kimball to John and Elizabeth C. Davis, 1837), 
first parcel, but owned by Davis in 308:86 (Elizabeth C. Davis to Jacob Symonds, 1838), first 
parcel, and 308:87 (Jacob and Anna B. Symonds to Elizabeth C. Davis, mortgage, 1838), first 
parcel. Essex County Deeds 602:245 (Elizabeth C. Davis to Mary E. Conant, 1860); 602:246 
(Mary E. Conant to Elizabeth C. Davis, lease, 1860); 2693:190 (Emma L. Conant to William 
Endicott Greer, 1926), first parcel; 2709:22 (William Endicott Greer to Lester E. Libby, 1927), 
first parcel; 2733:94 (Lester E. and Georgie E. Libby to Alice L. Walker, 1927); 3346:277 
(Robert W. and Samuel Walker to Guy W. Jr. and Virginia H. Walker, executors, 1943); 3356: 
512 (Virginia H. and Guy W. Walker Jr., executors, to John and Esther E. Fairfield, 1943); 
3990:284 (John and Esther E. Fairfield to Bertha N. Allen, 1953); 3990:285 (Bertha N. Allen 
to Esther E. Fairfield, 1953); 4001:43 (Esther E. Fairfield to Philip M. and Lea C. Reynolds, 
1953); and 7141:553 (Lea C. Reynolds to Jerome C. Hunsaker 3:4, 1983). Maps: Walling (1856), 
“Mrs. Davis” House. Beers (1872), 95, “Mrs. E. Davis" House. Walker (1884), 87, “Mrs. Da- 
vis" House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 32, “Estate M. Conant.” Essex 
County Deeds Plan 40:31 (“Plan of the Charles L. Allen Farm, Wenham, Mass." 1924), 
“Emma Conant” lot. Other References: For Elizabeth C. Davis see Findagrave.com, memorial 
#58976677. Various deeds (e.g., 3990:285) refer to the property as the “Lucy Davis Place;" 
Lucy H. Davis (1835-1935) was a daughter of Elizabeth C. Davis. Findagrave.com, memorial 
1163495328. 


15 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 13, 189. Essex County Probate 
28982 (Rev. John Warren, 1749). Essex Institute (1904), 16, 81, 97, 168, 173, 221, 223. 
Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 2:58, 327. Essex Institute (1925-1926), 1:352. Finda- 
grave.com, memorials #51095180, 125884474 and 19387576. In 1751 Elizabeth (Chipman) 
Warren married secondly Wenham minister Rev. Joseph Swain (1723-1792). 


7^ Essex County Probate 28982 (Rev. John Warren, 1749), :15 Inventory (1749[/50]) and 
:18 Account of Administrator (1751), “sale of two negro's" [si]. Buyer not recorded. Note that 
this probate file erroneously contains documents from the probate file of John Tufts of Ames- 
bury. 

15 Essex Institute (1904), 40, 123, 124, 200. Corcoran (2021), 1:160; 2:230, 241. He was 
probably the Isaac Giddings Jr. baptized in Ipswich in 1721; see Essex Institute (1910), 1:158. 
She was probably an unrecorded daughter of Zaccheus and Tabitha (Dodge) Goldsmith, mar- 
ried in Wenham in 1724; see J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:41 and Essex Institute (1904), 105, 126. 


1% Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 66. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


17 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 66: “[#]135. March. 8. Flora 
Mollatto [sc] Servant of M". Isaac Giddings. 


18 Davison purchased six acres in 1760 from Ebenezer Batchelder (no mention of a house 
in the deed), a lot that became the northeast corner of the farm. He did not record the deed(s) 
fot his purchase of the other ten acres. For identification of the farm see Essex County Deeds 
107:246 (Ebenezer Batcheller [5i] to William Davidson [sz], 1760); 114:56 (William and Martha 
Davison to Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1763); and 116:136 (Nathaniel [Jr.] and Anne Brown to 
Daniel Kilham Jr., 1764). Gap in title history. Essex County Deeds 350:296 ([Maj.] Andrew 
and Ezra Dodge et al. to Charles Abraham Kilham, 1844), no buildings; 559:239 (Chatles A. 
and Hannah F. Kilham to Josiah P. Creesy [Jr.], 1857); 715:142 (Josiah P. [Jr.] and Eleanor H. 
Creesy to Amos Gould, 1866); 903:62 (Amos and Angelina Gould to William S. Cummings, 
1874); and 1494:481 (William S. and Margaret L. Cummings to Lester E. Libby, 1896), 
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recorded anew at 1517:64 (1896). For subdivision of the lot at 28 Perkins Street: 1503:151 
(Lester E. and Georgia E. Libby to Mary L. Glavin, 1897); 1503:152 (Mary L. and Timothy F. 
Glavin to William S. Cummings, mortgage, 1897); 1718:107 (Timothy F. and Mary L. Glavin 
to William S. Cummings, 1892); 1881:294 (William S. and Margaret L. Cummings to Alice L. 
Trefry, 1893); and 1718:109 (Charles L. and Alice L. Trefry to William S. Cummings, mortgage, 
1895). Maps: L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS, (no date), 1971.10.032. L. A. Dodge (attributed), 
MS (no date), 1971.10.033. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.034. L. A. Dodge 
(attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.039. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.095. 
L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.70.070. Although the Hales map of 1825 showed 
houses, that map is not as reliable as Walling's map of 1856. 

The Davison House was not the Fisk[e]/Young House shown on early maps. (Beers 
(1872), 95, “A. R. Fisk” House. Walker (1884), 87, “B. Young" House. Walker Lithograph & 
Publishing Co. (1910), 32, *B. F. Young" House.) The Fisk[e]/Young House was actually the 
Pelatiah Brown House prior to its relocation to its current site further away from the road. See 
Essex County Deeds 293:200 (William Brown et al. to Moses Mildram, 1836); 293:201 (Asa 
Lamson and Peter E. Webster, guardians to Moses Mildram, 1836); 800:141 (Moses Mildram 
to Albert R. Fiske, 1870); 881:245 (Albert R. and Elizabeth W. Fiske to Martha C. Young, 
1873); and 2581:40 (Horace E. Durgin, administrator, to Grace P. Lunt, 1923). MACRIS, 
WNH.43 (1970). Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 80-81. 

The Davison House was not the “Geo. Alley" House shown on Beers (1872) and Walker 
(1884) immediately to the east of the Fisk[e]/ Young House. See Essex County Deeds 559:239 
(Charles A. and Hannah F. Kilham to Josiah P. Cressy [sz] [Jr.], 1857); 771:110 (Josiah P. [Jr.] 
and Eleanor H. Creesy to Horace P. Abbott, 1869); 771:111 (Horace P. Abbott to Josiah P. 
Creesy [Jr.], mortgage, 1869); 821:133 (Josiah P. [Jr.] and Eleanor H. Creesy to George Alley, 
1871); and 1554:339 (Henry Alley, administrator, to Kate Alley, 1898). 


19 January 13 and 14, 2024 interviews with Carlene “Carly” M. Alboth (b. 1960), whose 
family has lived on Perkins Street since 1951. See also Appendix I. The section of the house 
closest to the road is said to have been used for housing of enslaved people, but it should be 
noted that this section of the house has a cinder block foundation, and no structure appeats 
on this site in the Beers map of 1872. The interior of the house was not inspected during the 
research phase of this book. 


20 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 45, 46, 49. Essex Institute 
(1903), 156, 197, 247. Essex Institute (1904), 19, 189. Topsfield Historical Society (1906— 
1907), 83, 207. He may have been the son of Daniel Davison who was baptized in Ipswich in 
1727 (Coles (1899), 19-20; and Essex Institute (1910), 1:111). No probate file in Essex County. 


21 ‘Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 67. Essex Institute (1904), 189, 
226. 


22 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 67: “[#]90 [April] 22. Lemmon 
negro girl of Wm & Martha Davison.” 


203 Boundaries of the Davison Farm are described in Essex County Deeds 114:56 and 
116:136. The Pelatiah Brown Farm is described in 113:207 (Jonathan Kimball to Palatiah [zd] 
Brown, 1761) and 113:207 (Jonathan Kimball to William Brown and Palatiah [sz] Brown, 
1765). See also 559:239 (Charles A. and Hannah F. Kilham to Josiah P. Creesy [Jr.], 1857) for 
the abutting Daniel Kilham Farm. For C1 see Essex County Deeds 107:246, 114:56 and 135: 
61-62. For C2 see Essex County Deeds 135:61-62 and 350:296. For C3 see Essex County 
Deeds 135:61-62, 384:9, 384:175, 435:245 and 450:20. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 
1971.70.070. Current-day Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. Solid- 
line boundaries represent high conviction, while dotted-line boundaries are lower conviction. 
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24 Title History (Wenham Portion of the Farm): Essex County Probate 21416 (Thomas Perkins, 
1749), :17-19 Settlement of Real Estate (1754), references to Brown as an abutter. Essex 
County Deeds 135:61-62 (Thomas [Jr.] and Elizabeth Brown to John Gardner Jr., 1777), first 
parcel, the two pages having been rebound in incorrect order. Essex County Probate 10635 
(Capt. John Gardner, 1805), :6-7 Will (1794). Essex County Deeds 195:300 (Henry Blanchard 
to Francis Blanchard, mortgage, 1812); and 199:245 (Henry Blanchard to Francis Blanchard, 
1813). Essex County Probate 2599 (Francis Blanchard, 1813), :2 Will (1813). Essex County 
Deeds 332:14 (Robert C. and Eliza Cabot Winthrop to John R. Adan, 1841); 332:15 (John R. 
Adan to Robert C. Winthrop, 1841); 341:95 (Robert Charles Winthrop to [Maj.] Andrew and 
Ezra Dodge, 1843); 340:144 ([Maj.] Andrew and Ezra Dodge to Robert C. Winthrop, mort- 
gage, 1843); 384:9 ([Maj.] Andrew and Ezra Dodge et al. to John Mildram, 1847); 384:175 
([Maj.] Andrew and Ezra Dodge et al. to James Owens, 1847); 435:245 ([Maj.] Andrew and 
Ezra Dodge et al. to Francis Peabody, 1849); 437:67 ([Maj.] Andrew and Ezra Dodge et al. to 
Joseph Andrew, 1848); 450:20 ([Maj.] Andrew and Ezra Dodge et al. to Samuel B. Nichols, 
1850); 782:24 ([Maj.] Andrew and Ezra Dodge et al. to [Capt.] Edmund Kimball, 1852); and 
782:25 ([Maj.|] Andrew and Ezra Dodge et al. to [Capt.] Edmund Kimball, 1854), first parcel. 
Essex County Probate 37530 ([Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1876), :8 Will (1870), :13 Inventory 
(1876), bequest of the remainder of the “Winthrop Estate” to daughter Mary Ann Dodge. 
Maps: L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.032. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no 
date), 1971.10.033. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.034. L. A. Dodge (at- 
tributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.039. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.70.070. 
Lillie (1976) provides two sites for the Thomas Brown [Jr.] House, but his rationale for the 
sites hasn't been determined. 


205 Thomas Brown Jr. was the son of Thomas and Abigail (Kimball) Brown, and nephew of 
Nathaniel Brown Jr. (ca.1705—1778). He was born in Wenham in 1721. See Essex County 
Deeds 135:61-62 (which have been rebound in incorrect order), in which Thomas Brown [Jr.] 
makes reference to a brother John and a son Abraham, clues that allow us to put Thomas in 
genealogical context. Son Abraham was born in Wenham in 1750; brother John was baptized 
in Wenham in 1731. Worcester County Probate 8363 (Thomas Brown [Jr.], 1795). White 
(1900), 1:27, 51. Essex Institute (1904), 14-15, 95. Essex Institute (1910), 1:336, 2:65, 394. 


26 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 63. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


?" Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 63: [#]207 April 12%: an Infant 
Negro Child of Thomas Brown." 


208 Title History: Essex County Deeds, 89:9 (Daniel Killam to John Killam, 1746), first parcel, 
no mention of house; 92:165 (John and Mary Killam to Samuel Rogers, 1748), first parcel, 
including house; and 98:87 (Samuel Rogers to Andrew Cole, 1753), first parcel. Essex County 
Probate 5963 (Andrew Cole, 1787), :13 Inventory (1787). Essex County Deeds 156:270 (Asa 
Cole et al. to [Capt.] John Gardner, 1792). Essex County Probate 10635 (Capt. John Gardner, 
1805), :6-7 Will (1794). Essex County Deeds 195:300 (Henry Blanchard to Francis Blanchard, 
mortgage, 1812); and 199:245 (Henry Blanchard to Francis Blanchard, 1813). Essex County 
Probate 2599 (Francis Blanchard, 1813), :2 Will (1813). Essex County Deeds 332:14 (Robert 
C. and Eliza Cabot Winthrop to John R. Adan, 1841); 332:15 John R. Adan to Robert C. Win- 
throp, 1841); 340:200 (Robert Charles Winthrop to George M. Dodge, 1843); and 641:289 
(George M. and Mary Ann Dodge to Thomas P. Pingree, 1862). Maps: Walling (1856), “G. 
Dodge" House. Beers (1872), 95, *T. P. Pingree” House (replacement of the earlier house). 
Walker (1884), 87, *T. P. Pingree" House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 32, 
“Mrs. H. E. Pingree" House. Lillie (1976), “Andrew Cole” House. Osher References. MACRIS, 
WNH.57 (1972). For John Kilham see Perley (1913), 220. 
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For the abutting 19-acre parcel see: Essex County Deeds 127:27 (Nathaniel Fairfield to 
Samuel Cole, indenture, 1769), first parcel; 127:24 (Samuel Cole vs. Nathaniel Fairfield, 1770), 
first parcel; 129:273 (Samuel Cole to Benjamin Dodge, 1771); 129:273 (Benjamin and Mehita- 
ble Dodge to Samuel Cole, 1771); and 131:109 (Samuel and Sarah Cole to Andrew Cole, 1771). 
Although the 1769 and 1770 documents don't mention a barn, the 1771 deed does. Perhaps 
this was the barn that Nathaniel Fairfield hired housewright Nathaniel Bragg (1701—1790) to 
build; see Bragg and Towne, MS (1741—1820), 84. 


209 Essex County Probate 5963 (Andrew Cole, 1787). Essex Institute (1904), 17, 49, 99, 134, 
188. Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 1:82, 2:65, 177. Perley (1915), 220. 


210 Essex County Deeds 98:87 and 131:109. Essex County Probate 5963:12, Inventory 
(1787), “mariner.” Essex Institute (1904), 188. 


7! Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 65. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


212 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 42, 65. Essex County Probate 
29607 (Josiah White, 1761), :7 Inventory (1761). White (1900), 1:57. Essex Institute (1904), 
84, 180, 181. 


213 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 65: “[#] 147. Decem»: 12. Deb- 
orah Negro of Andrew Cole.” 


74 Essex County Deeds 98:87 (Samuel Rogers to Andrew Cole, 1753), first parcel; 127:27 
(Nathaniel Fairfield to Samuel Cole, indenture, 1769), first parcel; 127:24 (Samuel Cole vs. 
Nathaniel Fairfield, 1770), first parcel; 131:109 (Samuel Cole to Andrew Cole, 1771); 156:270 
(Asa Cole e/ al to John Gardner, 1792). Rupert Lillie recorded that the mill building was on the 
east bank of the Miles River, and that he saw granite stones scatted along that bank. Lillie (no 
date), MS. Current-day Wenham and Hamilton property maps by CAI AxisGIS via Wenham- 
ma.gov and Hamiltonma.gov. Solid-line boundaries represent high conviction, while dotted- 
line boundaries are lower conviction. 


215 Essex Institute (1868):119. Essex Institute (1911-1921), 7:8, 205-207. Cole (1943), 16- 
17. Ganz (2013), 7-8, 43-46, 65, 68, 123. Corcoran (2021), 1:83. 


216 Title History: Essex County Deeds 33:123 (Walter Fairfield to Walter Fairfield Jr., 1718); 
56:151 (Walter [Jr.] and Judith Fairfield to Daniel Fairfield, 1730), first parcel; 56:152 (Daniel 
and Remember Fairfield to Ebenezer Kimball, 1730), first parcel; and 74:133 (Ebenezer and 
Elizabeth Kimball to Josiah White, 1733). To Josiah’s son John White (b. 1707) but deed not 
recorded. Essex County Deeds 103:28 (John and Elizabeth White to [Ens.] Benjamin Kimball, 
1756), first parcel. Essex Probate 15516 ([Ens.] Benjamin Kimball, 1766), :8 Inventory (1766). 
Essex County Deeds 134:108 (Benjamin Kimball [Jr.] et al. to John Lovering and John Lover- 
ing Jr., 1768). Essex County Probate 17904 (John Lovering, 1769), :3 Will (1768), :8 Inventory 
(1769); and 17905 (John Lovering [Jr.], 1794), :6 Will (1793), :10 Inventory (1794). Essex 
County Deeds 302:102 (Mary Lovering et al. to Jacob Symonds, 1837); 321:175 (Jacob and 
Anna B. Symonds to Allen Putnam, 1840); 365:111 (Allen Putnam to George H. and Lemuel 
S. Foss, 1846); and 433:60 (George H. and Lemuel S. Foss et al. to Emerson P. Dodge, 1851), 
first parcel. To son Charles Emerson Dodge (1851—1935) per Essex County Probate 213908 
(Emerson P. Dodge). Charles E. Dodge’s heirs sold the house lot in 1952: Essex County 
Deeds 3946:417 (Winslow B. and E. Maud Dodge to Henry F. and Elizabeth J. Larchez, 1952); 
3946:419 (Irvin E. and Lillian L. Foster to Henry F. and Elizabeth J. Larchez, 1952); 3947:314 
(Charles H. and Effie I. Dodge to Henry F. and Elizabeth J. Larchez, 1952); 3952:538 (Eliza- 
beth G. and Walter J. Cummings to Henry F. and Elizabeth J. Larchez, 1953); and 3960:225 
(Martha F. Goodrich et al. to Henry F. and Elizabeth J. Larchez, 1953). Essex County Deeds 
3979:229 (Henry F. and Elizabeth J. Larchez to Henry F. Larchez, trustee, 1953); and 4399:573 
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(Henry F. Larchez, trustee to Stuart S. Golding, 1957). Maps: Walling (1856), *E. P. Dodge" 
House. Beers (1872), 73, *E. P. Dodge" House. Walker (1884), 103, *E. P. Dodge" House. 
Essex County Deeds Plan 1607:547 (Charles E. Dodge to David Pingree, 1900); Plan 2004:175 
(Charles E. Dodge to Boston & Maine Railroad, 1910); Plan 31:11 ("Land in Hamilton & 
Wenham, Mass. Conveyed to Lester E. Libby," 1917); and 76:99 (“Plan of Walnut Street from 
Main Street to the Wenham Line in the Town of Hamilton," 1946). Walker Lithograph & 
Publishing Co. (1910), 32, *C. E. Dodge" property. Lillie (1976), “John Lovering (orig. John 
Fairfield, 1638)" House. Osher References: For White family genealogy see White (1900), 1:56- 
58. For Kimball genealogy see Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:113, 211-212. For Emerson P. 
and Charles E. Dodge see Findagrave.com, memorials #46206470 and 52978339. 


217 Essex County Probate 9197 (Walter Fairfield, 1723). Essex Institute (1904), 196. Baldwin 
(1912), 336, 442. Fairfield (1953), 8-10. Ganz (2013), 24-25, 33. 


72$ J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:24. Essex Institute (1911—1921), 5:275-276, 310-311. Essex Insti- 
tute (1911—1921), 8:18, 20, 436. Corcoran (2023), 23-26, 30. 


219 Wenham Historical Society (1938), 80. 


79 Essex County Probate 9197:2, Receipt from Freeborn Balch (1726). For Freeborn 
Balch’s residence in Beverly see Essex County Probate 1540 (Freeborn Balch Sr., 1729); Perley 
(1902), 3; Perley (1919), 97; and Ganz (2013), 120-121. See also Findagrave.com, memorial 
#52888690. 


221 Essex County Probate 9197:2: 
Janawary [sz] 29'^ 1725/6 
Then recei'd of brother William ffaierfeild [sz] as admin" of the Esstatt [s] of his 
father Walter faierfeild [sic] of Wenham deceased the sume [sz] of £24-05-6 : Eleven 
pound [s] of which sume [sz]; is in sattisfaction [sic] in full for keeping the ould [sv] 
Negro man belonging to the Esstate [sz] of the s? faierfeild [sz] deceased I say 
received by me 
his 
ffreeborn b Balch 
matk 


?2 Essex County Deeds 103:28, second parcel Essex County Probate 15516:2 Receipt 
(1767) signed by Hannah Kimball and witnessed by Elizabeth Gott. Andrews (1890), 203, 211. 
Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:113. Pierce (1898), 366. Essex Institute (1904), 48, 86, 90, 
121, 125, 131, 135, 206, 207, 208. Topsfield Historical Society (1905), 48, 158, 169. Topsfield 
Historical Society (1906—1907), 2:32, 177. Topsfield Historical Society (1912), 1:168, 2:140, 
209. Essex Institute (1916—1925), 1:39, 3:52, 434. Corcoran (2023), 47. Findagrave.com, me- 
motial #162436755. Kimball was using the title Ensign by 1747; see Wenham Historical So- 
ciety, 1730-1775 (1940), 88, 98, 99. 


75 Essex County Probate 15516:8 Inventory (1766). 
224 Sanborn Map Company (1916), 3. 


75 Fairfield owned 50% of the enterprise and Fiske and White each owned 25%. (Fiske was 
later also involved with the Dodge Mill Complex in Wenham Neck.) We know that White’s 
Sawmill was in operation by 1672 because Capt. John Dodge (1636—1723) sued Fairfield, Fiske 
and White that year when the mill dam caused the river to flood Dodge's meadow. For full 
history of ownership see Appendix D. Essex County Deeds 134:108 (Benjamin Kimball [Jr.] 
et al. to John Lovering and John Lovering Jr., 1768) makes reference to the road that “leads 
to White’s Mill formerly so called now Dodge’s [Mill],” which is the earliest indication found 
for Peter Dodge's ownership of the mill complex. Essex County Probate 9193 (Nathaniel 
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Fairfield, 1771), :3-5 Account (1771), :7 Account (1772); and 7945 (Peter Dodge, 1795), :12 
Will (1785). White (1900), 1:9-16, 18-20, 28-29, 57-58. Essex Institute (1911—1921), 5:46, 174- 
176, 212-214. Wenham Historical Society (1930), 60-61, 84. Wenham Historical Society, 1730— 
1775 (1940), 209-212. Town of Wenham (1959), 157. Maps: R. Dodge, MS (1795). Hales 
(1825). R. C. Allen (1938). L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.009. L. A. Dodge 
(attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.033. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.024. 
L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.025. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 
1973.52.027. Lillie (1976), “Peter Dodge Saw Mill & Corn Mill.” Other References: L. A. Dodge 
(1968), I-4, 8. Ganz (2013), 49-50. Corcoran (2021), 2:36-39. For Batchelder’s drowning see 
Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 63; J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:55; Pierce 
(1898), 417; and Essex Institute (1904), 186. 


26 R, Dodge, MS (1795). 


77 Unidentified photographer. White (1900), 1:opposite 10. The caption of the photograph 
reads: “Site of the Mill-dam in Wenham on the John White place.” 


7$ Unidentified photographer. White (1900), 1:opposite 11. The caption of the photograph 
reads: “The Brook, from the Garden of the Wenham Homestead.” 


229 Title History: Essex Institute (1868), 90, 118, 181. Essex County Deeds 12:16 (division of 
property between Ruth White and Thomas White [Jr.], 1697); 79:169 (Thomas White [Jr.] to 
Josiah and John White, 1732); 79:73 (Thomas White [Jr.] to Josiah and John White, 1737[/8]); 
and 81:26 (John and Mary White to Josiah White, 1740). White (1900), 1:9-16, 18-20, 28-29, 
56-58. Cole (1945), 17-18. Essex County Probate 29607 (Josiah White, 1761), :2 Will (1760), 
bequest to sons. To Peter Dodge but deed not recorded; see White (1900), 1:57. (Peter Dodge 
acquired an interest in the adjacent White's Mill Complex by 1768; see Essex County Deeds 
103:28 (John and Elizabeth White to [Ens.] Benjamin Kimball, 1756), second parcel) Essex 
County Deeds 353:156 (Jonathan Dodge to Peter Dodge [Jr.], 1804); 352:229 (Theodore 
Dodge et al. to Thomas P. Pingree, 1845); 352:231 (Amos Dodge, guardian, to Thomas P. 
Pingree, 1845); 524:107 (Thomas Perkins Pingree to Asa Pingree, mortgage, 1851); and 678: 
266 (Asa Pingree, possession, 1865). Essex County Probate 50329 (Asa Pingree, 1869), :35 
Inventory (1869), :38 Will (1867), bequest to nephews Thomas P. Pingree (1830-1876) and 
David Pingree (1841—1932). Essex County Deeds 971:48 (Harriet E. Pingree to Anna Maria 
Pingree et al., 1877); 977:109 (Anna Maria Pingree et al. to David Pingree, 1877), second parcel; 
1225:380 (David Pingree of Salem to David Pingree of Wenham, 1888); 2479:559 (David 
Pingree to Frederick Ayer, 1921); 6640:237 (Ann Ayer MacNichol et al. to Walter G. Van 
Dorn, trustee, 1979); 6640:246 (Walter G. Van Dorn, trustee, to New England Board of 
Higher Education, 1979); 7134:13 (Sias Nominee Trust, declaration of trust, 1983); 7134:21 
(New England Board of Higher Education to Sias Nominee Trust, 1983); 8984:351 (Neil R. 
Ayer to Joseph A. Leone and Erika D. Meimaridis, 1987); 9727:570 (Joseph A. Leone and 
Erika D. Meimaridis to Joseph A. and Erika T. Leone, 1988); 12932:138 (Joseph A. and Erika 
T. Leone to Erika T. Leone, 1995); and 16062:350 (Erika T. Leone to Kevin G. and Margaret 
A. Puopolo, 1999). Maps: Walling (1856), *T. P. Pingree" House. Beers (1872), 95, “Mrs. A. 
Pingree" House, the house being occupied by Asa Pingree's widow Mary Catharine (Kilborn) 
Pingree (1817—1880). Walker (1884), 87, “Mrs. A. Pingree" House. Walker Lithograph & Pub- 
lishing Co. (1910), 32, “D. Pingree” property, no house shown. Essex County Deeds Plan 
1607:547 (Land of David Pingree, 1900); 155:37 (“Plan of Land in Wenham, Mass., Estate of 
Hilda R. Ayer,” 1979); and 215:38 (“Plan of Equestrian Land in Wenham, Mass., Prepared for 
Sias Nominee Trust, 1986), sheet 2. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.033. Osher 
References: White (1900), 1:57. For Pingree genealogy see Findagrave.com, memorials #19338- 
4598, 193385882, 193388774, 204011150 and 234951411. The house was photographed in 
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1891 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843—1921) from a point on the Walnut Road bridge over Miles 
Rivet; see B. H. Conant Collection, x2017.158. 

Note that the house currently at 60 Walnut Road is not on the site of the White-Dodge- 
Pingree House. Rather, the 60 Walnut Road house is the *D. P. Dodge" House in Walling 
(1856), Beers (1872), 95 and Walker (1884), 87. It is the building shown closest to the road on 
the *C. D. Sias" property in Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 35. 


739 Essex County Deeds 74:133 (Ebenezer Kimball to Josiah White, 1733), second parcel; 
79:73 (Thomas White [Jr.] to Josiah and John White, 1737), second parcel; 81:26 (John and 
Mary White to Josiah White, 1740); and 81:27 (Josiah and Sarah White to John White, 1740), 
second parcel. Corcoran (2021), 2:36-39. 


231 Essex County Probate 29606 (Josiah White, non compos mentis, 1759); 29607 (Josiah White, 
1761); and 29609 (Lois White, 1777). Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:55 (incorrect Elizabeth 
Kimball), 67. White (1900), 1:56-58. Essex Institute (1904), 82, 120, 133, 136, 160, 176, 224. 
Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 2:599. Essex Institute (1928), 1:180, 384, 426. 


232 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 42. Essex County Probate 
29607:7 Inventory (1761). White (1900), 1:57. Essex Institute (1904), 84, 180, 181. The file for 
Essex County Probate 29606 (Josiah White, non compos mentis, 1759) was opened in December 
1759 when White was living in Wenham, which implies that White (who died in Bevetly) 
moved to Beverly in 1760 or 1761. Deborah appears in White's estate inventory, consequently, 
after the move Bevetly; it is an assumption that she was part of the White household when 
White was still living in Wenham. Note that White's probate inventory included one set of 
*Negro[]s bead [sé] and bedding.” 

73 Unidentified photographer. White (1900), 1:opposite 9. The caption of the photograph 
reads: “Wenham Homestead on the farm granted to John White in 1639; now, 1900, owned 
by Mr. David Pingree." 


234 Unidentified photographer. White (1900), 1:opposite 956 The caption of the photograph 
reads: “Driveway of the Wenham Homestead.” The woman in the image is unidentified. Based 
on Conant’s 1891 photograph (B. H. Conant Collection, x2017.158) we can determine that 
the unidentified woman is walking along Walnut Road. 


235 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 42. Essex County Probate 
29607:7 Inventory (1761); and 3756 (Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1778), :9 Will (1774), :10 Codicil 
(1777), :14 Inventory (1778). White (1900), 1:57. Essex Institute (1904), 84. The file for Essex 
County Probate 29606 (Josiah White, non compos mentis, 1759) was opened in December 1759 
when White was living in Wenham, which implies that White (who died in Beverly) moved to 
Beverly in 1760 or 1761. Abner appears in White’s estate inventory, consequently, after the 
move Beverly; it is an assumption that he was part of the White household when White was 
still living in Wenham. Note that White’s probate inventory included one set of “Negro[’]s 
bead [sie] and bedding.” 


736 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 42: “[#]46. July 19. Abner Son 
of Sharper Negro Serv‘. to Sam!. Gott, & of Deborah Sert. to Josiah White.” 


237 White (1900), 1:57-58, 347-349. Essex Institute (1904), 82, 145, 224, 175. Corcoran 
(2021), 1:215. Findagrave.com, memorial #33250117. For move to Ohio see Essex County 
Deeds 156:283 (Kindall and Bridget Flint to Haffield White, 1793), in which Haffield is iden- 
tified as living in Marietta, Ohio; Essex County Probate 29574 (Haffield White [Jr.], 1793), :2 
Administrators’ Bond (1793) signed by Haffield White of Marietta et al.; and Hildreth (1860), 
234. (Essex County Deeds 156:283, recording the 1793 sale of a three-acre house lot in Salem 
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to Haffield White, is eye-opening: it describes the Salem house lot as being adjacent to “a 
negro['s] house.") 


238 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 202. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


79 For ownership of the mill complex see Appendix D. Essex County Deeds 103:28 (John 
and Elizabeth White to [Ens.] Benjamin Kimball, 1756) makes reference to the road that “leads 
to White’s Mill formerly so called now Dodge’s [Mill],” which is the earliest indication found 
for Peter Dodge's ownership of the mill complex. R. Dodge, MS (1795). Essex County Probate 
7945 (Peter Dodge, 1795). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:31, 48, 55. Pierce (1898), 386, 417. White 
(1900), 1:57. Essex Institute (1904), 28, 91, 111, 190, 192. Topsfield Historical Society (1906— 
1907), 1:92, 114, 2:30, 97, 98. Essex Institute (1909—1910), 2:27, 79. Corcoran (2021), 2:36-37. 
Findagrave.com, memorials #19383037 and 19383069. For drowning of William Batchelder 
jt: Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), 2:46 (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages and 
Deaths, frame 260); Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 63; J. T. Dodge 
(1894), 1:55; Pierce (1898), 417; Essex Institute (1904), 186; and Findagrave.com, memorial 
#60541207. 


240 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 64. 


?"  [Lieut] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [séc]), second section, 22. Scipio was also tallied (anony- 
mously) in the Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. The 
presence of an enslaved person in the Peter Dodge household was erroneously omitted from 
Pruitt (1998), 162. 

??  Kenney et al., MS (1838); see Appendix G. 


?5 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 202: “[#]318. April 1. a young 
Negro child of Mr. Haffield White.” 64: “[#]179. Nov: an Infant negro child of Peter Dodge.” 


WENHAM NECK & EAST WENHAM 


NHAM NECK extends from Miles River to the area neat Coy's 

Pond, and East Wenham is that part of town at Coy's Pond and east- 

ward. “The Neck,” as a place name, was in use by 1644.74 The origin 

of the name is pretty straightforward: the Neck is where the footprint of 

Wenham’s town boundaries narrows. But when the name was coined, the 

Neck was even natrowet than it is today. In 1667 (when the town of Beverly 

broke off from Salem), the portion of the town line between Wenham and 

Beverly that was east of Wenham Lake was further north of today's town 

line. It ran along Alewife Brook (the stream that exits the lake) and Longham 

Brook.” The footprint of the town, consequently, was very wide in the West 

End but rather narrow along Grapevine Road. By the time enslavement was 

a practice in Wenham, however, the Beverly-Wenham town line was sited 
where it is today. 

During the 17 and much of the 18" centuries “the Neck" and “the East 
End” were used interchangeably. By the 1790s, though, the area around Coy’s 
Pond and eastward came to be called “Little Comfort.” Said to be named 
after resident Comfort Preston, “Little Comfort” as a place name has fallen 
out of use.246 

Ten houses have been identified in Wenham Neck and East Wenham 
that were the workplace-residences of enslaved people, two of which—the 
Josiah Dodge Jr. House and the Richard Dodge Jr. House—are still standing. 
Thirteen enslavers owned these houses and 49 enslaved members of their house- 
holds have been identified. Wenham Neck was also the site of the Dodge Mill 
Complex, which was likely the workplace of enslaved members of six house- 
holds, as well as one site (if not three) where enslaved people were buried. 
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1. Waldren-Brown House site 6. Dodge Mill Complex site 
2. Josiah Dodge Jr. House 7. Benjamin Dodge House site 
3. Skipper Dodge House site 8. John Edwards House site 
4. Burial ground 9. Daniel Claflin House site 


5. Possible burial ground 10. Jonathan Hobbs House site 


Wenham Neck ¢ East Wenham 127 


11. Pompey’s Island @ Surviving house 

12. Richard Dodge Jr. House site O Former site, high conviction 
13. Lieut. William Dodge House site Former site, medium conviction 
14 John Coy House site Fotmer site unknown 


Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. Most sites are on private prop- 
erty. 
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1. The Waldren-Brown House, Formerly West of 80 Larch Row 
e — Residence of Archelaus in tbe Edward Waldren Jr. household by 1750 


e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved person in tbe Edward Waldren Jr. house- 
hold by 1771 


In 1696 Nathaniel Waldren (ca.1659—1751) bought properties that were 
south of Larch Row to the west of Miles River. He built a house along Larch 
Row soon after.” Subsequent owners of the house included enslavers Ed- 
ward Waldren Jr. and Nathan Brown. 

Edward Waldren Jr. (1727—1822), Nathaniel Waldren’s grandson, ex- 
panded the farm to approximately 60 acres.?*? A farmer, he sold his property 
in 1777 and moved to Sterling, Massachusetts.” He was married three times: 
to Abigail Brown (1728-1791) about the year 1749; to Hannah (maiden name 
unknown, ca.1752—1789), the date of their marriage not recorded; and to Sa- 
rah (maiden name unknown, d. 1833), the date of their marriage also not 
recotded. Edward and his first wife had eight children, four of whom died 
during childhood.2»? 

Edwatd had two enslaved people in his household: 

e Archelaus (ca.1714—1789) was in the Waldren household by 1750. 

That year Waldren sold Archelaus to Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716— 
1792). More information about Archelaus appears below on pages 
136-1371 

e  Waldren had a different enslaved person (name and gender unre- 

corded) in his household in 1771.25? 


Có Có C$ 


Nathan Brown (d. 1792), a farmer, bought the Waldren-Brown House in 
1784. In his will he identified his wife Elizabeth, son Nathan Jr., daughter 
Mary, deceased son James, and grandchildren Nathan 3", James, Isaac, Aa- 
ron, Lydia and Mary. Executors were son Nathan Brown Jr. and Capt. Pela- 
tiah Brown (whose family relationship with the deceased, if any, 1s not ex- 
plained in the probate file). But despite the genealogical clues, his parents and 
birth record have not been found.? 

He had at least two enslaved people in his household. An anonymous 
enslaved infant died while part of the Brown household in 1772 and an anony- 
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The Edward Waldren Jr. Farm, 1746. The farm was divided into two 
lots at Waldren's death. Road 1 is the notional course of the road from the 
(First?) Meeting House to local landmark Abbey’s Bridge. Road 2 is the 
road from Larch Row to the Haggett Farm, i.e., the farm to the northwest 


of current-day Longham Reservoir.”™ 
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mous enslaved child died in 1775.55 However, the Browns’ residence prior 
to 1784 hasn’t been determined. 


v 
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Records of the deaths of the anonymous enslaved infant (1772) and 
child (1775) in the Nathan Brown household, residence unknown.^? 


2. The Josiah Dodge Jr. House, Formerly Near 107 Larch Row, Later 
Moved to 156 Larch Row 
e Residence of Jean (“Jenny”) Black in the Josiah Dodge Jr. household by 1735 
and through at least 1741 
© = Likely residence of Phyllis Black in the Josiah Dodge Jr. household in 1739 
© = Likely residence of Adam Black Jr. in the Josiah Dodge Jr. household in 1742 
e Possible residence of Adam Black in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household in 1743, 
but, if so, absent by 1758 


e = Possible residence of an anonymous man (formerly in the Barnabas Dodge house- 
hold) in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household after 1752, but, if so, absent by 1758 
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© — Residence of Archelaus in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household from 1750 through 
1789 

© — Residence of Daniel in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household by 1768 and through 
at least 1778 

© = Residence of Eli in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household by 1773 and through at 
least 1776 

© — Residence of Jethro in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household by 1773 and through at 
least 1775, but absent by 1781 

© — Residence of an anonymous man in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household by 1775 

© — Residence of an anonymous infant in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household in 1779 

© — Residence of Violet in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household by 1788 

© — Residence of two anonymous boys in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household by 1792 


Josiah Dodge Jr. (1698—after 1772) lived on a 25-acre farm here until 
1743 when he moved his family to Lunenburg. His father-in-law Lieut. Wil- 
liam Dodge (1678—1765) bought the farm, added an abutting lot of about 15 
acres, and in 1752 gave the expanded 40-acre farm to William’s son (Josiah’s 
brother-in-law) Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792).257 The house was moved 
during the 1920s to 156 Larch Row.255 Both Josiah Dodge Jr. and Capt. Jacob 
Dodge had enslaved people in their households. 

Josiah Dodge Jr. was a tanner and may have had his tan yatd on this 
property. He married Prudence Dodge (1701—between 1768 and 1772) in 
1718. They had ten children.? An enslaved woman named Jean Black was 
part of the Dodge household in 1735, when she married Adam Black, an 
enslaved man in the Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) household.?9 Jean, 
who also used the name “Jenny,” was baptized by the Wenham Congrega- 
tional Church and owned the covenant in 1741.26! Adam and Jean/Jenny had 
two children, both of whom were baptized by the Wenham church: daughter 
Phyllis baptized in 1739 and son Adam Jr. baptized in 1742.262 The baptismal 
records did not include the names of the children's enslaver(s), but it is likely 
that the children lived with their mother in the Josiah Dodge Jr. household. 
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Town clerk’s record of Adam Black and Jean Black’s intention of 
marriage, 1735.9 
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Records of Phyllis’ and Jean’s/Jenny’s baptisms, 1739 and 1741. 
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The Capt. Jacob Dodge Farm, which included the former Josiah Dodge Jr. 
Farm. In 1743 Josiah Dodge Jr. sold his house and 25-acre homestead to his 
father-in-law Lieut. William Dodge (1678—1765). Lieut. William gave that 
property and an abutting 15 acres to his son Capt. Jacob Dodge in 1752, 
forming the 40-acre farm shown here. The house was moved to its current 


location during the 1920s.7 
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Original location of the Josiah Dodge Jr. House. Simeon Dodge bought 
the house in 1865; it is denoted as the “S. Dodge” House in this 1872 


map.2® 
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The Josiah Dodge Jr. House, photographed before it was moved to its 
current site.” 
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Có Có C$ 


Capt. Jacob Dodge was a farmer who acquired a sizeable portfolio of real 
estate. He was also a part ownet of the Dodge Mill Complex on Longham 
Brook from 1741 to 1759. He was martied three times: to Sarah Hubbard 
(ca.1711—1740) in 1736, to Martha (Perkins) Dodge (1710—1752) in 1741, and 
to Hlizbeth Crowell (bp. 1726—1806) in 1752. He had two children with his 
first wife, two with his second wife, and seven children with his third.268 His 
residence prior to 1743 hasn't been determined. It is likely that he and his 
family moved into this house in 1743 when his father bought it. 

Like some of his contemporaries, Dodge kept an account book in which 
he recorded various business transactions with his neighbors (many of the 
transactions being barter-based). His book survives in the collection of the 
Wenham Museum. Based on the data logged in it, it seems that Dodge had 
just one enslaved person during the period 1758—1767, during which he rec- 
orded several occasions when he hired out “my negro" (singular) to work on 
various neighbors' farms. But beginning in 1768 he identified his enslaved 
workers by name, a practice he continued through 1778, and it is clear that 
by 1775 he had four enslaved men in his household.?9? 

A total of ten enslaved members of Dodge’s household have been iden- 
tified over the period 1738-1792: 

e Adam Black was part of the household when he was baptized by the 
Wenham church and owned the covenant in 1738.20 He was appar- 
ently no longer part of the household by 1758, as Dodge's account 
book gives the impression that Dodge had only one enslaved man 
in his household at that point (1.e., Archelaus). Adam Black seems to 
have been the same man as Adam (Lieut. Richard Dodge household), 
discussed on page 160, who married Jean Black (Josiah Dodge Jr. 
household) in 1735.2”! If so, he was still living when their son Adam 
Jt. was baptized by the Wenham Congregational Church in 1742.272 

e Archelaus was purchased by Dodge from Edward Waldren Jr. 
(1727-1822) in 1750. Archelaus was born about the year 1714 (loca- 
tion unknown) and died in 1789, still a part of the Capt. Jacob Dodge 
household. In 1762 he married Phoebe, an enslaved woman in the 
Richard Hubbard Dodge (1737-1815) household. The event was 
recotded by Rev. Joseph Swain, which indicates they worshiped at 
the Wenham Congregational Church.?? Archelaus was hired out to 
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work on neighbors’ farms on over 20 occasions between 1758 and 
1778.2 In addition to this work and work done on Dodge’s own 
farm, it is likely that Archelaus worked at the Dodge Mill Complex, 
given Dodge’s part ownership of it. 

Daniel was part of the household by 1768 and through at least 1778. 
He was hired out a number of times during this period, including 
assignments to enslavers Lieut. Richard Dodge, Skipper Dodge 
(1721-1785) and Nathan Brown (d. 1792).275 

Eli was part of the household by 1773 and through at least 1776. He 
was hired out during this period, including assignments to enslaver 
Nathan Brown.?”6 

Born in Ipswich (although his birth wasn’t recorded by the Ipswich 
town clerk), Jethro was in the Dodge household by 1773. That year 
he was hired out by Dodge to his brother, enslaver Lieut. Richard 
Dodge, to help make part of a stone wall. In 1774 Jethro married 
Flora, who was part of the Capt. Daniel Goodhue (1728-1809) 
household of Ipswich. The next year he was hired out a couple of 
times, including an assignment mowing a field for enslaver Nathan 
Brown. Jethro was no longer in the Dodge household by 1781. In 
that year he fell ill in Manchester and the Manchester selectmen 
asked the Ipswich (not Wenham) selectmen for reimbursement for 
caring for him at the Manchester almshouse.?”” 

An anonymous enslaved man was part of the household in 1775. 
That year Dodge hired out “my negros” (plural) for two days of hoe- 
ing for enslaver Nathan Brown. The amount charged to Brown cor- 
responded to work for four men for two days—three of those men 
being Archelaus, Eli and Jethro.?79 

An anonymous infant (gender and parents not recorded) died in 
1779.27 The fact that it was an infant raises the possibility that there 
was an enslaved woman in the household who has gone unrecorded. 
A gitl named Violet (parents not identified), a person of color, is 
mentioned in Capt. Jacob’s will, written in 1788.7??? Hers was a case 
of what one scholar calls *unfreedom;'?3! she was theoretically a free 
person, but by virtue of her being the subject of a bequest in Dodge’s 
will, she wasn’t treated as a fully-free person. 
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e Two anonymous boys (their parents not identified) were in the 
household prior to Capt. Jacob's death in 1792.28? Similar to Violet, 
their status can be thought of as unfreedom. 


Martha (Perkins) Dodge's first husband Barnabas Dodge (ca.1706— 
1739), who lived in Hamilton, died with an anonymous enslaved man in his 
household.?9? It's not known whether that man came with Martha to the Capt. 
Jacob Dodge household in 1741, or whether he was transferred to a different 
household. If he was transferred into Capt. Jacob's household, the man was 
apparently gone by 1758— given the impression provided by Dodge’s ac- 
count book that Dodge had only one enslaved man in his household (Arche- 
laus) in 1758. 

Dodge's 1793 estate inventory included “one third of a set of Pomp['s] 
tools" valued at £30. Pompey's tools also appear in Lieut. Richard Dodge's 
1778 inventory and will, in which Lieut. Richard says the tools were owned 
jointly by brothers Lieut. Richard, Capt. Jacob and Skipper Dodge*^ The 
fact that Pompey's tools were owned jointly raises the possibility that Pompey 
himself may have been enslaved jointly by the three Dodge brothers. An al- 
ternate theory, perhaps preferable, is that "Pomp" was the Pompey Black 
who died in Lieut. William Dodge (1678—1765) in 1731.285 Perhaps Pompey 
had a function that required specialized tools, and those tools were inherited 
by the Dodge brothers from their father Lieut. William. 


Có Có C$ 


By the 1830s the abolitionist movement had gained traction in Wenham. 
In 1838 Capt. Jacob's son Abraham (1784—1841) and daughter-in-law Lydia 
(Crowell) Dodge (1778—1840)—4s well as 23 of Capt. Jacob's grand-children, 
great-grandchildren and their spouses— signed a petition to Congress seeking 
the abolition of enslavement.296 
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Record of Adam's owning of the covenant with the Wenham Congre- 
gational Church, 1738.* 
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Record of the death of the anonymous enslaved infant in the Capt. 
Jacob Dodge household, 1779.25 
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Record of Archelaus? death, 1789.75? 
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Might the Josiah Dodge Jr. House Have Been a Station on the 
Underground Railroad? 


Oral history maintains that the house was a stop on the Underground 
Railroad during the 19" century, and that fugitives were hidden in the 
cellar, accessed by a trap door near the front entrance to the house.??? 
Unfortunately, although there is documentation of Underground Rail- 
toad activity in Essex County, no documentation has been found of 
activity in Wenham. 


But might the claim possibly be true? It is worth noting that Abraham 
Dodge (1784—1841) owned the house from 1803 until 1841, and that 
he and his second wife Lydia (Crowell) Dodge (1778-1840) signed a 
1838 petition to Congress seeking the abolition of enslavement.?! It 
is also worth noting that there is at least one documented use of a 
trap door in an Underground Railroad station in Essex County: Simeon 
Jr. (1815— 1900) and Betsey (Goodwin) Dodge (1819—1903) used one 
in their house at 236 Washington Street, Matblehead.??? 
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3. The Skipper Dodge House, Formetly to the Southwest of the In- 
tersection of Larch Row and Dodges Row 
e = Residence of Hampshire in tbe Skipper Dodge household by 1756 
© — Residence of Violet in the Skipper Dodge household by 1756 
© — Residence of Phoebe in the Skipper Dodge household by 1766 and perhaps as 
late as 1770 
© — Residence of Caesar in the Skipper Dodge household by 1766 
e — Possible residence of Flora in the Skipper Dodge household in 1770 


e Possible residence of an anonymous son of Archelaus in the Skipper Dodge house- 
hold by 1787 


In 1752 Lieut. William Dodge (1678-1765) gave farms in Ipswich and 
Wenham to his adult sons Lieut. Richard (1703-1778), William Jr. (1705— 
1777), Capt. Jacob (1716-1792) and Skipper (1721-1785), his other adult son 
Isaac (1708-1791) having moved to Boxtord.?? Skipper’s farm was a 22-acre 
lot that abutted the southwest corner of the intersection of Larch Row and 
Dodges Row. Although Lieut. William gave Richard, William Jr. and Jacob 
their farms outright, he treated Skipper differently—giving title to Skipper's 
farm to brother Jacob but with a life estate for Skipper. (No reason is pro- 
vided in the deed that explains why Skipper received lifetime use of the farm 
instead of ownership. Might Skipper have been intellectually challenged???9 
Five years later Lieut. William sold Skipper about three acres that abutted the 
22-acre lot, fronting on Larch Row.?? The site of Skipper's house can't be 
determined. The house was gone by 1824 (a probate inventory that year de- 
scribing the farm as having a barn but no house), and there are no houses 
shown on the Wenham maps of 1856, 1872 or 1884 that might have been 
built on its site.2% 

Skipper Dodge's maternal grandparents were Walter and Sarah (Skipper) 
Fairfield (discussed on page 91), and his name was a tribute to his grand- 
mother’s family. He married Sarah Cogswell (1725-1776) in 1745 and Anna 
(Dodge) Kilham (b? d?) in 1776. He had four children with his first wife, only 
one of whom is known to have reached adulthood. In 1743 and 1762 deeds 
he is called a *yeoman"— which, because it's not a title for a particular trade 
—means he was a farmet.2?? 

There were at least four enslaved people in the Skipper Dodge house- 
hold,?$ all of whom were baptized by or worshiped at the Wenham Con- 
gregational Church: Hampshire, Violet, Phoebe and Caesar. There may also 
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have been two other enslaved children in the household whose deaths were 


recorded by the church: Flora and an anonymous boy. 


Hampshire died while part of the Dodge household in 1756, his 
death being recorded by the church.?? There were two enslaved peo- 
ple in Wenham who shared the name *Hampshire"—the other one 
having been baptized as a child or teenager in 1754 who spent much 
of his life in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household, discussed on page 
167. One wonders if the Hampshire in the Skipper Dodge household 
may have been the grandfather of the Hampshire who was baptized 
in 1754. 

Violet was baptized by the Wenham Congregational Church and 
owned the covenant in 1756.300 

Phoebe was a member of the Skipper Dodge household by 1766 
when her son Caesar was baptized. The same year, she was admitted 
to full communion with the Wenham church. Phoebe, who was of 
both African and European descent, had married 48 year-old Arche- 
laus (ca.1714—1789) in 1762. At that time she was in the Richard 
Hubbard Dodge (1737-1815) household and he was in the Capt. Ja- 
cob Dodge household. (An anonymous enslaved child died while 
part of the Richard Hubbard Dodge household in 1762. Given the 
absence of other candidates, it's possible that the child was Phoe- 
be’s.) Phoebe's baptism, however, was not recorded by the Wenham 
church. This indicates she was baptized in a town other than Wen- 
ham and was enslaved by someone prior to Richard Hubbard 
Dodge.301 

Phoebe had a son Caesar who was baptized in 1766, a few months 
after Phoebe was baptized. The record of Caesar’s baptism identifies 
his mother by name and refers to him as a “servant boy of Skipper 
Dodge" but does not identify Caesar's father.??? We can assume that 
his father was Archelaus. 

Phoebe and Archelaus had a daughter Flora who died as an infant in 
1770. Flora’s death was recorded by the Wenham Congregational 
Church, but the church’s record does not identify Phoebe’s enslaver 
and we don’t know whether Phoebe was still part of the Skipper 
Dodge household.595 

An anonymous son of Archelaus (the name of the mother not rec- 
orded) died in 1787. The record of his death calls him “a young 
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negro boy child," which tells us he was someone other than Phoebe's 
son Caesar (who was at least 21 years old at the time). The record 
does not include the name of an enslaver. The anonymous boy has 
been assigned to the Skipper Dodge household on the two assump- 
tions that his mother was Phoebe and that Phoebe was still part of 
the Skipper Dodge household in 1787. If this was not the case, then 
the boy may have been living with his father Archelaus in the Capt. 
Jacob Dodge household.?9* 


Dodge was patt owner (along with his brothers Lieut. Richard Dodge 
and Capt. Jacob Dodge) of a set of tools that had belonged to an enslaved 
man named Pompey.*5 The fact that Pompey's tools were owned jointly 
raises the possibility that Pompey himself may have been enslaved jointly by 
the three Dodge brothers. An alternate theory, perhaps preferable, is that 
“Pomp” was the Pompey Black who died in Lieut. William Dodge (1678— 
1765) in 1731.3% Perhaps Pompey had a function that required specialized 
tools, and those tools were inherited by the Dodge brothers from their father 
Lieut. William. 
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Record of Hampshire’s death, 1756.2” 
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Record of Violet's owning of the covenant with the Wenham Congre- 
gational Church, 1756.?^* 
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Town clerk’s record of Archelaus (*Argalus") and Phoebe’s wed- 
ding, 1762.5? 


Record of Phoebe's admission to full communion with the church, 
1766.9 
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Record of Caesar's baptism, 1766.?!! 
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Record of Flora's death, 1770.^? 
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Record of the death of the anonymous son of Archelaus, 1787.3" 
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The Skipper Dodge Farm (A), Dodge Mill Complex (B), Benjamin 
Dodge Farm (C) and John Edwards Farm (D). The site of Skipper 
Dodge's house is unknown. The Benjamin Dodge House and John Ed- 
wards House were torn down in the 1890s for the construction of Longham 


Reservoir.?!* 


O Former site, high conviction © Former site unknown 
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4. Burial Ground, Near 201 Larch Row 

Over 100 enslaved people have been identified as having lived in Wen- 
ham. One wonders where they—and those who haven’t been identified— 
were buried. A burial ground is near Larch Row (the number of burials un- 
documented) and a possible site of another burial ground is near Dodges Row. 

In 1889 Wenham Neck resident John W. Curtis (1835—1908) wrote an 
article for the Salem Gazette, in which he shared his recollection of conversa- 
tions he had with Phyllis (Bryant) Freeman (ca.1762—1859) in the late 1830s or 
1840s.3/5 “Aunt Phyllis" had been enslaved, and lived most if not all her life 
in Wenham Neck. In that article Curtis wrote: 

[Phyllis] also pointed out to me the place of [enslaved people's] burial 

on the hill side [5] in the rear of an old barn now standing on the 

farm belonging to the heirs of the late Maj. Andrew Dodge. In the 

days of my early childhood the mounded outlines of these graves 

were plainly discernible.” 
The farm that Curtis referred to was the farm associated with the Maj. An- 
drew Dodge House at 201 Larch Row. The hillside is the one that crests 
behind 195 Larch Row, and the “old barn” is visible in the photograph on 
page 157.316 The specific site of the burial place has not been determined, and 
the genesis of the burial place is unexplained. No documented enslavers 
owned this farm,?" although the farm was once owned by Dea. Ebenezer 
Waldren (1703-1760) whose nephew Edward Waldren Jr. (1727-1822), dis- 
cussed on page 128, was an enslavet. 


5. Possible Burial Ground, Off Dodges Row 

A town history written in 1943, a neighbor’s 1975 recollection of an 
event that occurred around 1945, and a longtime resident’s recollections rec- 
orded in 2013 raise the possibility of a burial ground on a site that was once 
part of the Skipper Dodge Farm. 

In 1943 Wenham Neck resident Adeline Cole (1866—1959) wrote: “T'ra- 
dition has persisted" of a “slave burial ground” at “the rear of the house of 
Mrs. Charles Leach on Dodge's [sie] Row." She added: “Skulls [sz plural] 
which have been found at this spot would justify this tradition." Later in her 
book she wrote: “This general ownership of slaves in this section [Wenham 
Neck] accounts for the traditional slave burying ground at Wenham Neck, 
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The Waldren Farm northeast of the intersection of Larch Row and Wal- 
nut Road, 1732 boundaries.*'® In an 1889 newspaper article a local resi- 
dent recalled that a formerly-enslaved woman showed him (in the late 
1830s or 1840s) the site of a burial ground on this farm. But the genesis of 
the burial ground is unexplained, as no documented enslaver owned this 
property. Might an 18" century owner have had enslaved members of his 
household that have gone undocumented? 
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the unfenced and unmarked burial place, in the midst of their owners’ land, 
of these negro slaves.”3!° Seventy years later Albert W. Dodge (1914—2015) 
reiterated the rumor, adding the detail that it was thought that seven people 
had been buried at the site.52° 

About the year 1945 Donald Bell (1896-1979) found a skull behind the 
Leach House on Dodges Row. Bell was interviewed by a local newspaper in 
1975 about the suspected burial ground. In the article he recalled that 

he was walking past the garden when he saw a skull. It had apparently 

been unearthed during the garden’s spring plowing, and Bell found 

other human bones nearby. “It was Arthur Leach’s garden,” [Bell] 

said recently. ... “Leach had just plowed the garden when I found 

the skull." ... Bell said many years ago, he heard stories about an ex- 

slave named Amos?! who was still living in Wenham after the Civil 

War. He believes that Amos, and perhaps some other slaves, once 

lived in the area which is now his front yard.322 

It is certainly possible that Bell found the remains of a formerly-enslaved 
person. But it is problematic that the bones were not studied by an anthro- 
pologist or physician before being reinterred. And it should be noted that the 
site has not been examined by an archaeologist. Consequently, we don't know 
as a fact that the bones belonged to someone of African descent. (Might the 
remains have belonged to someone of Indigenous or European descent?) In 
addition, it is unexplained why the remains were buried in a grave that was 
so shallow that it was disturbed by the plowing of a garden—instead of, say, 
the digging of a septic tank or a well.323 


6. The Dodge Mill Complex, Formerly to the East of Dodges Row at 

Longham Brook 

e likely workplace of Pompey Black in the Lieut. William Dodge household from 
1723 through 1731 

© Likely workplace of Peter in the Lieut. Wiliam Dodge household ca.1723 

© = Likely workplace of the anonymous "Indian" man in the Thomas Dodge house- 
bold ca.1736 

© = Likely workplace of Adam Black in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household 
ca.1736 

© = Likely workplace of Abijah (“Byiah”) in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household 
ca. 1742 through ca.1759 
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© Likely workplace of Jack in the Lieut. Willian Dodge household ca.1743 

e Likely workplace of Archelaus in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household from 1750 
through 1759 

e = Likely workplace of Hampshire in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household in the 1750s 
through at least 1778 

© Workplace of Scipio Lee Dodge in the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household in 1770 

© = Workplace of Manning in the Capt. John Dodge household in 1772 


Lieut. John Dodge (ca.1631—1711) built a sawmill along Longham Brook 
at Dodges Row by 1682. He added a gristmill in 1687—the town clerk’s rec- 
ords including the intriguing detail that Dodge was granted one walnut tree, 
to be harvested from town-owned land, for use in making cogs for the grist- 
mill's works.3 Operation of the mill complex was a seasonal matter. Long- 
ham Brook was dammed each year from November through mid-April, so 
that the water level in the mill pond could be raised by six to eight feet, but 
at times rising high enough to flood Grapevine Road.’ The Dodge Mill 
Complex was in operation until about 1822.326 

Ownership remained in the Dodge family through the 18" century and 
into the 19'^ century, although ownership became increasingly complicated 
as each tranche of ownets divvied-up their respective portions to sell ot be- 
queath to other family members.’ Enslavers Lieut. William Dodge (1678— 
1765), Thomas Dodge (1700-1736), Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703—1778), Capt. 
Jacob Dodge (1716-1792) and Benjamin Dodge (1726—1810) were at differ- 
ent times part owners. Consequently, it’s likely that several of Wenham’s en- 
slaved men worked here, by virtue of their enslavers’ ownership of the com- 
plex: 

e Pompey Black, Peter and Jack (Lieut. William Dodge household) 

e An anonymous “Indian” man (Thomas Dodge household) 

e Adam Black, Abijah and Hampshire (Lieut. Richard Dodge house- 

hold), and 

e Archelaus (Capt. Jacob Dodge household). 

Two enslaved men ate documented as having worked in the mill complex. In 
1770 Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1738-1802) hired out Scipio Lee Dodge to 
work in the complex for his father Lieut. Richard Dodge.*? Manning (who 
probably worked here as early as the 1740s when he was part of the Lieut. 


Wenham Neck ¢ East Wenham 153 


Richatd Dodge household) did work here in 1772 when he was part of the 
Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) household.*” 
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Richard Dodge’s 1795 map of Wenham (above) and John Hales’ 1825 
map (below). The Dodge Mill Complex appears on both maps.??? 
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Remains of the mill dam with the mill pond beyond, Dodge Mill Com- 
plex site on Longham Brook, looking to the east. The dam raised the wa- 
ter level six to eight feet, and sometimes even higher—occasionally high 
enough to flood Grapevine Road.**! 
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Remains of bridge abutments adjacent to the Dodge Mill Complex site 
on Longham Brook, looking to the west. The bridge was removed when 
the road was widened in 1947.3? 
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7. The Benjamin Dodge House, Formerly Opposite 45 Dodges Row 
© — Residence of Lucy in the Benjamin Dodge household by 1759 


The Benjamin Dodge Farm was along Dodges Row to the east of Long- 
ham Brook. His house stood across the street from current-day 45 Dodges 
Row, but was torn down in the 1890s for the construction of Longham Res- 
ervoir2? Benjamin Dodge (1726-1810) married Mehitable Foster (bp. 
1736?—1818) in 1756. He was a farmer and part owner of the Dodge Mill 
Complex.**+ The Dodges had an enslaved girl Lucy in their household. She 
died in 1759, her death being recorded by the Wenham Congregational 
Church.595 
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Record of Lucy’s death, 1759.**° 
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The Benjamin Dodge House and Wenham Neck, 1895. The Dodge House 
is in the lower left portion of the image. When it was built it would have had 
a central chimney. The building as it appears here (with a chimney near its 
righthand gable and probably another chimney at the lefthand gable, hidden 
by the tree) reflects a late 18" or early 19 century renovation—or is perhaps 
a newer building of that vintage that was built on the site of the Benjamin 
Dodge House. An empty cellar hole appears in the foreground across the road, 
the site of a house that had belonged to the Kilham family.**” 
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8. TheJohn Edwards House, Formerly Opposite 61 Dodges Row 


e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved girl in tbe Benjamin Edwards 3"! household 
by 1763 


John Edwards (ca.1644—1697) had an 18-acre homestead that straddled 
Dodges Row. His house was on the west side of the road, approximately 
opposite current-day 61 Dodges Row. It was torn down in the 1890s for the 
construction of Longham Reservoir.?* Benjamin Edwards 3*1 (1727—1795), 
a grandson of John's brother, bought the house in 1751. He married Anna 
Baker (1731—1804) in 1748, and they had ten children, two of whom died 
during childhood.5*? 

Edwards had an anonymous enslaved girl in his household who died in 
1763, her death being recorded by the Wenham Congregational Church.?^ 
The fact that she was a child and not an adult raises the possibility that there 
was an enslaved woman (the girl's mother) in the Edwards household who 
has gone unrecorded. 
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Record of the death of the anonymous enslaved girl in the Edwards 
household, 1763.2“ 


9. The Daniel Claflin House, Formerly Near 204-210 Larch Row 
e Possible residence of Adam Black in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household in 
1736, but, if so, absent by 1738 
© Residence of Manning in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1742 
© = Residence of Abijah (Byiah”) in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1742 
and until probably 1743 
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Undated map showing the John Edwards House and related outbuild- 
ings. The house is identified by the label *F[rank] Edwards," who was the 
owner of the house between 1891 and 1894. The irregular blue line shows 
the course of Longham Brook, also known as Mill River, prior to the con- 
struction of the Longham Reservoir. The faint reddish diagonal line in the 
lower left portion of the image is the Beverly- Wenham town line.?? 
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Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) married Mary Thorne (d. after 1778) 
in 1734. They had twelve children, six of whom survived to adulthood.?9 He 
was a farmer and surveyor, and he was part owner of the Dodge Mill Com- 
plex in 1736 and again from 1752 until his death.5* 

Dodge bought six houses over the course of his life, living probably in 
just two of them—the Daniel Claflin House and the Jonathan Hobbs House 
—and renting out the others before ultimately selling one and giving the oth- 
ers to his children. The Daniel Claflin House, likely built by Daniel Claflin 
(1674—1775), was Dodge's first. He bought it and 14 acres on the south side 
of Larch Row between Dodges Row and Grapevine Road in 1736.95 Over 
the yeats Lieut. Richatd had the largest number of identified enslaved mem- 
bers of his household of any of Wenham’s enslavers. Three enslaved men 
have been found who were patt of his household while Lieut. Richard was 
living in this house. 

e Adam Black was part of the household in 1735 when he married 

Jean Black (also known as Jenny Black), an enslaved woman in the 
Josiah Dodge Jr. (1698—after 1772) household.?6 Lieut. Richard's 
residence prior to 1736 has not been determined, although it is very 
possible that the household shared the Lieut. William Dodge House, 
discussed on page 176, with Richard's father William. Adam likely 
worked not only on Dodge's farm but also in the Dodge Mill Com- 
plex, given Lieut. Richard's brief ownership of it in 1736. He appears 
to be the man named Adam in the Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792) 
household in 1738, discussed on page 136.54” 

e Both Manning and Abijah were baptized by the Wenham Congrega- 
tional Church and owned the covenant in 1742.348 Manning an- 
nounced his intention to marry an enslaved woman named Dinah in 
1744, the town clerk’s record noting that both Manning and Dinah 
were of both African and European descent but omitting the names 
of their respective enslavers (see pages 218-219).?^? Manning was 
subsequently transferred to the Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) house- 
hold (pages 172-173) and was still living in 1772. We'll learn more 
about Abijah (whose nickname was *Byiah") in the next section of 
this chapter. 
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Record of Manning’s and Abijah’s owning of the covenant with the 
Wenham Congregational Church, 1742.°°° 
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Town clerk's record of the intention of marriage of Manning and Dinah, 
1744.5! 
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Houses owned by Lieut. Richard Dodge. 

A. The Daniel Claflin House, purchased in 1736 

B. The John Edwards House, purchased in 1740 

C. The Jonathan Hobbs House, purchased in 1743 

D. The Richard Dodge Jr. House (a/k/a the Iron Rail House), purchased 
in 1751 
The Lieut. William Dodge House, given to Dodge in 1752 
The Amos Dodge House, purchased in 1760 


mm 


O Former site, high conviction Ll Former site, medium conviction 
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10. The Jonathan Hobbs House, Formerly Near 211 Larch Row 

e Possible residence of Manning in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household, but if so, 
absent by 1753 

e = Likely residence of Abijah (“Byiah”) in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household 
from 1743 to as late as 1759 

© = Likely residence of Hazor/ Hazard in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household from 
1745 to 1753 or 1754 

© = Likely residence of Flora in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1754 and 
through 1757 

© = Likely residence of Hampshire in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1754 
and through 1778 

© = Likely residence of Dinah in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1754 

© = Likely residence of Caesar in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1754 and 
through 1759 

© = Likely residence of Jack in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1754 and 
through at least 1762 

e = Likely residence of an anonymous enslaved child in the Lieut. Richard Dodge 
household by 1758 

© = Residence of Sylvie in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household by 1778 (perhaps by 
1771) 

© — Residence of an anonymous child of Sylvie in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household 
by 1778 


In 1743, just seven years after buying the Daniel Claflin House, farmer/ 
mill owner Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703—1778)3 expanded his farm’s foot- 
print along Larch Row by buying the Jonathan Hobbs House and its twelve 
acres, a parcel at the current-day corner of Larch Row and Walnut Street 
across the road from Dodge’s first house.9* When he wrote his will in 1778 
Dodge referred to the Jonathan Hobbs House as his residence. Although 
Dodge would come to own other houses in addition to the Daniel Claflin 
House and the Jonathan Hobbs House, one can assume that (1) he moved 
into the Jonathan Hobbs House from the Daniel Claflin House soon after 
buying it and (2) he kept the Jonathan Hobbs House as his residence through- 
out the remainder of his life.5» 

We don't know whether Manning, an enslaved man in the Lieut. Richard 
Dodge household as late as 1742 who is treated in the previous section of 
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this chapter, was still a member of the household in 1743 or later. An im- 


portant source of information about the enslaved members of Dodge's 


household is his account book, which is in the collection of the Wenham 
Museum. It is a leather-bound volume in which he recorded debts and credits 


with his neighbors in a largely barter-based economy, documenting transac- 
tions as early as 1753. Manning is absent from the book. 


Ten enslaved people other than Manning have been identified who were 


part of the household during the period when Dodge likely used the Jonathan 
Hobbs House as his residence. 


Abijah—whom Dodge calls *Byiah" in the account book—was part of 
Dodge's household as eatly as 1742 when Dodge was living across the 
road in the Daniel Claflin House (pages 146-149). Abijah wasn't only a 
source of labor to work Lieut. Richard’s farm and to work in the Dodge 
Mill Complex; he was also a source of revenue. “Byiah” was hired out 
multiple times between 1753 and 1759 to Dodge’s neighbors to haul logs, 
hay and manure, drive oxen, plow, make cider, dig out rocks, and build 
stone walls. Dodge continued to hire out other enslaved members of his 
household during the 1760s and early 1770s, but not Abijah. Perhaps 
Abijah died, became incapacitated or was transferred to a different en- 
slaver about the year 1760 or 1761.556 
In 1745 Lieut. Richard purchased an enslaved man named Hazor from 
Nehemiah Dodge of Ipswich. Born about the year 1720 or 1721, Hazor's 
name soon morphed to “Hazard.” He partnered with Flora, an enslaved 
woman who was also in the Dodge household, with whom he fathered 
his first child Hampshire in the late 1730s or 1740s. In 1751, when he 
was about 30 years old, Hazard stole a horse from Dodge and ran away— 
leaving behind his partner Flora, son Hampshire (and perhaps one or 
two other children, discussed below). Lieut. Richard ran an advertise- 
ment in a Boston newspaper seeking Hazard, describing him of “yellow- 
ish complexion, middling stature" and “well-set,” with “a scar across the 
middle of each of his legs of two inches long, cut by an ax.” The ad also 
said that Hazard spoke “pretty good English." Captured and returned, 
Hazard was part of the Dodge household as late as 1753 (when he was 
hired out to enslaver Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792) to help build a 
stone wall)?" but was transferred to the John Gott Jr. (ca.1694—1761) 
household in West Wenham (page 28) by the spring of 1754, where he 
Continued on p. 167 
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Document Recording Lieut. Richard Dodge’s Purchase of Hazor 


(Hazard), 1745358 


KNOW all men, by these presents, that I, Nehemiah Dodge, of Ips- 
wich, in the County of Essex, and province of Massachusetts Bay, in 
New England, yeoman, for and in consideration of the sum of thirty- 
seven pounds and ten-shillings, lawful money, to me in hand, paid by 
Richatd Dodge, of Wenham, in the county and province above, yeo- 
man; have bargained and sold and delivered to the said Richard Dodge, 
his heir [sz], executors, and assigns my negro man-servant named Hazor, 
about twenty-five years of age, with his apparel; to have and to hold said 
negro man servant called Hazor, with his apparel, to the said Richard 
Dodge, his heir [sz], executors, and assigns, as his and their proper prop- 
erty (chattels); and I, the said Nehemiah Dodge do covenant, grant, and 
agree to and with the said Richard Dodge, his executors, heirs, and as- 
signs, that I am the lawful owner of the said negro man, and that he is 
a slave or servant for life; and that I have lawful authority to make this 
sale, in manner, and form as aforeto; and that I, the said Nehemiah 
Dodge, my heirs, executors, assigns, shall and will maintain and make 
good this my sale, against all persons whomsoever. In witness whereof 
I have set to my hand and seal, this 21st. day of November, 1745. 

NEHEMIAH DODGE. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, 
in the presence of these 
Witnesses: 
DAVID DODGE 
JACOB POLAND. 
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AN-away from his Miter Richard 


Dodge of Wenham, in the County of fex, on Wednelday laft, 

A likely Niet Man-Servant, named Hoot of a yellowifh n 

lection, middling Stature, about 30 Yer of Age, {peaks pretty go E 
Engiith, well-fet :. Had on when he vent away, „a white cotton an 
linnen Shirt, a homefpun Coat mix'd sich a caft of Blue, TT nM 
fers, blue worfted Stockings, a dart Wig, a Beaver Hat, and a Pair 
of Pumps, with large filver Bucklesmuk'd D. H. He has a Scar ae 
crofs the middle of each of his Legs ot two Inches long, cut by an Ax. 
He carried off with him a fine large Bay Horfe, Fourteen Hands high, 
valued at 200 /. old Tenor, natural Pacer, us d to Drawing, and has 
a Sore in the middle of his Back ; the faid Horfe being the Prope 
ofhis Mafter. Whofoever fhall take up the faid Servant and Ho : 
and return them to the faid Dodge in Wenbam, Shall have Five Pounds 
old Tenor Reward for each, and «ii neceflary Charges p 

Wenbam, May 30th 1751. perme, ichard Dodge. 

N. B. All Perfons whatfoever are hereby caution d againft aA 

ing or carrying off faid Negro and Horie, as they would avoi 
Penalty of the Law. 


Advertisement by Lieut. Richard Dodge, seeking the run-away Hazard, 
1751.» 


Wenham Neck ¢ East Wenham 167 


lived separately from his family.3° (The story of an attempted escape 

by an enslaved man living in Wenham Neck—probably Hazard— 

circulated in Wenham’s enslaved and formerly-enslaved community 

until the mid-19% century. See Appendix H.) 

Plora, Hazard’s partner, was part of the Dodge household by 1754. 

Although Hazard had previously been enslaved by Nehemiah 

Dodge, we don’t know whether or not that was the case with Flora. 

They had three children together. All three were baptized in 1754, 

indicating that Flora and Hazard worshiped at the Wenham Congre- 

gational Church. Flora died in 1757, still a member of the Lieut. 

Richard Dodge household.**! 

As for Hazard and Flora’s children ... 

o Hampshire was hired out by Dodge on multiple occasions be- 
tween 1754 and 1770 to work on neighboring farms. Hamp- 
shire’s hired-out jobs in 1754 and 1755 were for gathering corn 
and plowing—jobs that an older child or teenager could do— 
which tells us that he wasn’t baptized as an infant, and was born 
probably in the late 1730s or 1740s (when his father was likely 
part of the Nehemiah Dodge household).5? He may have been 
the “Hampshire Dodge” who fought in the Revolutionary War 
aboard the frigate Boston during 1777, on which he manned gun 
#10 of the 32-gun warship.?? Even so, he was still part of the 
Lieut. Richard Dodge household in 1778 when Dodge’s estate 
was being settled —Dodge bequeathing Hampshire to his son 
Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1738—1802).?** In addition to working 
the Dodge farm and neighboring farms, it is likely that Hamp- 
shire did wotk in the Dodge Mill Complex, given Lieut. Rich- 
ard's part ownership of it. 

o Dinah was baptized in 1754. She might subsequently have been 
moved to the Ens. Benjamin Kimball (1706—1766) household, 
as there was a Dinah who was living in that household in 1766.365 

O Caesar, baptized in 1754, died while part of the Lieut. Richard 
Dodge household in 1759.366 

An enslaved man named Jack was part of the household by 1754 and 

through at least 1762, appearing in each of those two years in 

Dodge’s account book when he was hired out to harvest corn, har- 

vest flax and mow a field.?*' Jack likely also worked in the Dodge 
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Mill Complex. It is possible that he was the man by the same name 
who was in the Lieut. William Dodge (1678—1765) household in 
1743 (page 177). 

e An anonymous enslaved child (gender not recorded) died while part 
of the Dodge household in 1758. The death was recorded by the 
Congregational Church, and the record did not identify the child’s 
parents.?9? The fact that this was a child and not an adult raises the 
possibility that there was an unrecorded enslaved woman (the child’s 
mother) in the household. 

e An enslaved woman named Sylvie was part of the household 20 
years later, in 1778, when Lieut. Richard bequeathed her to his wife 
Mary (Thorne) Dodge.*® 

e Sylvie had a child (name, gender and age not recorded) who was also 
bequeathed by Lieut. Richard to Mary in 1778. Given the fact that 
Hampshire was still part of the Dodge household in 1778 it is pos- 
sible that he partnered with Sylvie and fathered her child.?7? 


Lieut. Richard Dodge owned a set of *Pomp['s| tools" jointly with his 
brothers Capt. Jacob and Skipper Dodge (1721—1785).3”! The fact that Pom- 
pey’s tools were owned jointly raises the possibility that Pompey himself may 
have been enslaved jointly by the three Dodge brothers. An alternate theory, 
pethaps preferable, is that “Pomp” was the Pompey Black who died while 
part of the Lieut. William Dodge household in 1731.5”? Perhaps Pompey had 
a function that required specialized tools, and those tools were inherited by 
the Dodge brothers from their father Lieut. William. 


Có Có C$ 


By the 1830s the abolitionist movement had gained traction in Wenham. 
In 1838 nine of Lieut. Richard's descendants and their spouses signed a peti- 
tion to Congress seeking the abolition of enslavement and the trade of en- 
slaved people.?? 
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Record of the deaths of the anonymous enslaved children in the Lieut. 
Richard Dodge and John Dodge (1717-1779) households, 1758.375 
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11. Pompey's Island, Iron Rail Property 
e Possible burial place of Pompey Black, 1731 


In 1976 Lawrence G. Dodge (1882-1978) wrote to Susanne “Snooky” 
Phippen (1927—2015) about the site of the Lieut. William Dodge House on 
Rubbly Road, which is discussed later in this chapter. In that letter he also 
spoke of Dodge’s Island? and Pompey's Island on the Iron Rail Property. 
The Phippens owned the western portion of Dodge’s Island while the eastern 
portion was (and still is) part of the town-owned Iron Rail Property. As for 
Pompey's Island, Dodge had this to say: 

There is also a grove of trees on a small knoll at the west of the Iron 

Rail original land, with meadow on three sides of it, which was called 

“Pomp’s Island,” reputedly the burial place of a black man who had 

been a servant for some of the family, probably before the Revolu- 

tion. 97 
From the content of the letter we can determine that Dodge's Island and 
Pompey's Island were two different sites. We can also determine that Pom- 
pey's Island wasn’t actually an island, but rather a peninsula. A knoll adjacent 
to the town's water tank on the Iron Rail Property is the only site found that 
corresponds to Dodge's description of Pompey's Island. No archaeological 
study has been done, however, to determine whether this site is indeed the 
place where an enslaved man was buried.378 

The strongest candidate for the site's namesake is Pompey Black 
(ca.1717—1731), who is discussed on pages 176-180. It is possible, though, 
that the Dodge family had another enslaved man named Pompey who has 
gone unrecorded.3” 


12. The Richard Dodge Jr. House (a/k/a the Iron Rail House), For- 
metly at the Intersection of Grapevine Road and Essex Street, Later 
Moved to 5 Don Byrne Way, Hamilton 


e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved boy in the Richard Dodge Jr. household by 
1703 


© — Residence of Mingo in the Richard Dodge Jr. household by 1703 
© — Residence of Manning in the Capt. John Dodge household by 1772 
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The probable location of Pompey's Island along with Dodge's Island 
and the sites of the Richard Dodge Jr. House (a/k/a the Iron Rail House) 
and the Lieut. William Dodge House.**° 


172 Enslaved People e Wenham 


e — Residence of two anonymous people in the Capt. John Dodge household by 1790 
© — Residence of Sally in the Capt. John Dodge household by 1807 


In 1703 60 year-old Richard Dodge Jr. (ca.1643—1705) was ready to do 
some estate planning. He owned multiple pieces of property, giving his farm 
in Hamilton to eldest son Richard Dodge 3*1 (1670-1739) and dividing his 
Wenham farm (on which Richard Jr. lived) between his sons Daniel Dodge 
(1677—1740) and Lieut. William Dodge (1678—1765). There were two houses 
on the Wenham property: Richard Jr. gave his own house to son Daniel, and 
gave the other house to son Lieut. William.**! Richard Jr.’s house was to the 
north of the intersection of Grapevine Road and Essex Street. It was subse- 
quently bought by his grandson Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778)? who 
gave it to his son Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) in 1768.383 By the late nine- 
teenth century the house had acquired a decorative iron fence (or railing) and 
came to be known as the “Iron Rail House." The railing was melted down 
during World War II, and the house itself was moved in 1976 to 5 Don Byrne 
Way in Hamilton.** Both Richard Dodge Jr. and his great-grandson Capt. 
John Dodge were enslavets. 

Richard Dodge Jr. married Mary Eaton (ca.1641—1716) in 1668; they had 
five children. He had two enslaved people in his household in 1703, the 
recotds of whom ate the earliest records of enslavement in Wenham. That 
year he gave an anonymous enslaved boy to eldest son Richard Dodge 34 
and an enslaved man named Mingo to his son Daniel.*®° While the anony- 
mous boy was likely moved to Richard Dodge 3*!s farm in Hamilton, Mingo 
likely stayed in the Iron Rail House with his new enslaver Daniel Dodge. 
*Mingo" may have been a diminutive of *Domingo," and therefore might be 
a hint that he was of Caribbean origin. 


Có Có C$ 


Capt. John Dodge married Anna Porter (b. 1736) in 1760; they had six 
children.?*' An enslaved man named Manning was part of their household in 
1772 and an enslaved girl named Sally was part of their household in 1807. 

e Manning appears in Lieut. Richard Dodge's account book in 1772 

when Lieut. Richard credited his son Capt. John for three days of 
wotk that Manning had done for Lieut. Richatd at the Dodge Mill 
Complex.388 He had been part of Lieut. Richard Dodge’s household 
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in the 1740s (page 160), but no record has been found that indicates 
when Manning was transferred to Capt. John Dodge’s household. 


e ‘Two anonymous people of color were part of the Dodge household 
at the time of the 1790 Federal census.?*? They were likely examples 
of what one scholar has called *unfreedom,"*? the phenomenon 
whereby enslavement in Massachusetts didn't end overnight with the 
ratification of the state constitution, but rather lingered into the early 
19% century. 

e Sally was born about 1791 and died in 1807, her death being rec- 
orded by the Wenham Congregational Church.??! Sally provides an- 
other example of unfreedom. She was apparently the anonymous 
person tallied in the Dodge household in the Federal census of 1800 
as a free person of color, and not as a “slave.” Yet, when the church 
recorded her burial, she was identified as “a black girl of? Dodge— 
language that echoes the language of enslavement.??? 
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Record of Sally’s burial, 1807.°”° 
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The Richard Dodge Jr. House, photographed in the late 19" century. 
A section of the iron railing—the source of the colloquial name of “the 
Iron Rail House"—Aappears in front of the house to the right.??^ 
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photographed in 1971.°” 


House, 


The Richard Dodge Jr. 


176 Enslaved People e Wenham 


13. The Lieut. William Dodge House, Formerly Near 25 Rubbly Road 
e — Residence of Pompey Black in the Lieut. William Dodge household from 1723 
to 1731 
© — Residence of Peter in the Lieut. William Dodge household by 1723 
© — Residence of Jenny in the Lieut. William Dodge household by 1728 
© — Residence of Jack in the Lieut. William Dodge household by 1743 
© — Residence of Susanna in the Lieut. William Dodge household by 1761 


e = Residence of Scipio Lee Dodge in the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household by 1765 
and through at least 1776 


e — Residence of Brookes in the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household by 1768 and 


through at least 1769 

e — Residence of Arnold in the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household by 1768 and 
through at least 1769 

© — Residence of Abner in the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household by 1771 and through 
at least 1773 


e — Residence of Frank in the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household by 1773 
e = Likely residence of Hampshire in the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. household in 1778 


When Richard Dodge Jr. (ca.1643—1705) divided his Grapevine Road- 
Rubbly Road farm in 1703, his son Lieut. William Dodge (1678-1765) re- 
ceived the house in which Lieut. William was already living near current-day 
25 Rubbly Road.*6 Lieut. William gave that house to his son Lieut. Richard 
Dodge (1703-1778) in 1752,9 and Lieut. Richard subsequently gave the 
house to his son Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1738-1802) .°°8 Both Lieut. William 
and his grandson Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. had enslaved people in their respec- 
tive households. 

Lieut. William Dodge was married three times: to Prudence Fairfield 
(1680-1737) in 1699, to Abigail (Knowlton?) Giddings (d. 1753) in 1738, and 
to Elizabeth Knowlton (b. 1690) in 1754. He had ten children with his first 
wife, two of whom did not survive to adulthood.” He was part owner of the 
Dodge Mill Complex from 1713 to 175240 and farmed multiple properties. 

Five enslaved people have been identified who were part of Lieut. Wil- 
liam’s household: 

e Pompey Black was purchased by Dodge from William Hilton 39 

(1678-1723) of Manchester in 1723.41 Born about the year 1717, 
Pompey died while working for the Dodge household in 1731 as the 
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result of an accident with a cart.4? In addition to working on Lieut. 
William’s farm, it is likely that Pompey did work at the Dodge Mill 
Complex, given Dodge’s part ownership of it. Indeed, it is possible 
that Pompey had a function that required specialized tools, as a set 
of tools owned by an enslaved man named Pompey came to be 
owned by Lieut. William’s sons Lieut. Richard (1703-1778), Capt. 
Jacob (1716-1792) and Skipper Dodge (1721—1785).405 

An enslaved man Peter died while part of the Dodge household in 
1723.404 In addition to working on Lieut. William's farm, it is likely 
that Peter did work at the Dodge Mill Complex. 

An enslaved girl Jenny died while part of the Dodge household in 
1728.405 The fact that she was a child raises the possibility that there 
was an unrecorded enslaved woman (Jenny's mother) in the house- 
hold. 

An enslaved man Jack was baptized by the Wenham Congregational 
Church and owned the covenant in 1743. Later the same yeat he 
became engaged to Violet, an enslaved woman in the Capt. Thomas 
Choate (1671—1745) household of Ipswich.*6 [n addition to working 
on Lieut. William's farm, it is likely that Jack did work at the Dodge 
Mill Complex. It is possible that he was subsequently transferred to 
the Lieut. Richard Dodge household (pages 167-168). 

An enslaved woman Susanna died in 1761 while part of the Dodge 
household.4°7 
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Document Recording Lieut. William Dodge's Purchase of Pom- 
pey Black, 172348 


Know all men by these presents that I Margatt [sd Hilton By virtue 
of a letter of attorney—from my Husband William Hilton of Manches- 
ter in the County of Essex in the province of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England for and in consideration of the full and just sum of Thirty 
Pounds in good current money of this Province, aforesaid, paid to me 
in hand paid before the signing here of [hereof] by Mr. William Dodge 
of Wenham in the County and Province aforesaid—Husbandman— The 
Receipt where of [whereof] I do hereby acknowledge, and myself there- 
with fully satisfied, contented and paid, have given granted and bargained, 
sold—delivered. conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents, do 
firmly and absolutely give, grant, Bargain and sell unto him the said Wil- 
liam Dodge, his heirs and assigns for ever one Negro Boye [sz] servant 
called Pempe [s/c] ye name of Pompey Black. To have and to hold the 
above said [abovesaid] negro boy servant Pompey Black—with all my 
right, title, and interest that I have in him, or any ways appertaining to 
him—to the abovesaid William Dodge—his heirs, his executors, and 
administrators and assignees to his and their own proper use, benefit, 
behoof forever—and the said Margaret Hilton for me my heirs, execu- 
tors and administrators do covenant, promise & grant to and for and 
with the said Wm. Dodge his heirs and assigns and before the Exchange 
hereof [missing text] the [s/c] have sole and lawful owner of the above 
said [abovesaid] negro boy Pompey Black—to grant bargain sell convey 
and confirm the same in manner as aforesaid and the said William Dodge, 
his heirs & assigns shall & may from time to time and at all times for 
ever here after [hereafter] by force and virtue of these presents—law- 
fully—peaceably and quietly—hold use improve and enjoy the above 
said [abovesaid| negro boy Pompey—free and cleart—from all manner 
of former bargain and sale whatsoever. In witness whereof—I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal in Manchester this twelve [sic] day of 
June—1723— 

Signed sealed & delivered in presence of 

Margaret Hilton 

Amos Cheever 

Rice Knowlton 
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Newspaper account of Pompey Black’s death, 1731. Pompey died acci- 
dentally when he was driving a cart and team of horses down the hill at the 
north end of current-day Topsfield Road. “Topsfield Bridge,” mentioned 
in the account, was also known as Wenham Causeway and was the part of 
Topsfield Road that ran from the former railroad crossing to Valley Road.^?? 
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Records of Peter’s (1723), Jenny’s (1728) and Pompey Black’s (1731) 
deaths.^'? 
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Record of Jack's baptism, 1743.4"! 
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Record of Susanna’s death, 1761.^? 
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Lieut. William’s grandson Richard Jr. acquired the house by 1768.413 Maj. 
Richard Dodge Jr. (1738-1802) married Lydia Dodge (1737—after 1801) 
about the year 1757; they had seven children.^^ He fought in the Revolution- 
ary War between 1775 and 1777, attaining the rank of captain.*^ He sold the 
Lieut. William Dodge House to his son John Thorne Dodge (1764—1851) in 
1798,*16 and about the same time started using the title of major, perhaps an 
office he held in the militia.^!" 

As was the case with his father Lieut. Richard, Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. 
kept an account book in which he recorded barter-based credit and debit 
transactions with his neighbors. That book (like his father’s) survives and is 
in the collection of the Wenham Museum. In addition to debits and credits 
of farm goods, he used it to record his hiring-out of five of the six enslaved 
men who have been identified as being part of his household.*!* 

e Dodge had an enslaved man named Scipio in his household by 1765. 

He hired out Scipio to his neighbors on a number of occasions be- 
tween 1765 and 1773—hoeing, working at the Dodge Mill Complex 
(for enslaver Lieut. Richard Dodge), hauling wood, harvesting corn 
and thatch, mowing and thrashing hay, building a portion of a stone 
wall, plowing, and hauling manure.*!? Scipio enlisted in the army dur- 
ing the Revolution, joining the company that then-captain Richard 
Dodge Jr. commanded, part of Col. Loammi Baldwin’s Regiment. 
Scipio fought from May 1775 through January 1776. He was initially 
stationed at Chelsea, where Capt. Dodge’s company was part of the 
Siege of Boston—including the Battle of Chelsea Creek (May 27 and 
28) and the Battle of Bunker Hill (June 17). A muster roll from 1775 
identifies him as “Sipps Lee Dodge,” which indicates that he had 
previously been enslaved by someone with the surname of Lee.‘ 

e Brookes was part of the household in 1768 and 1769. He of course 
worked on Dodge’s farm, but also was hired out for harvesting 
thatch, mowing, hoeing, raking and hauling wood. Two of the three 
men who hired him of Maj. Richard were enslavers Capt. Jacob 
Dodge (1716—1792) and Caleb Coy (ca.1692—1754).*?! 

e Arnold was also part of the household in 1768 and 1769. He was 
hired out for day work to enslaver Caleb Coy.^? No other record of 
him has been found. 
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Abner was hired out to do neighbors’ farm work on at least two 
occasions. The date of the first assignment cannot be pinpointed 
from Dodge’s account book but occurred sometime between 1761 
and 1771. The second occasion was in 1773, being hired out to en- 
slaver Caleb Coy.*3 It is possible that he was the Abner who was 
baptized in 1752 and was later in the Josiah White (1703-1761) 
household (pages 19, 102), and it 1s also possible that he was the 
Abner Black who was living in Wenham between 1783 and 1790 
(page 225).44 

Frank appears briefly in Dodge's account book, being hired out on 
two occasions in 1773 for haying and plowing for Caleb Coy.*^ No 
other record of him has been found. 

Hampshire was inherited by Maj. Richard from his father Lieut. 
Richard in 1778, Hampshire appearing by name in Lieut. Richard's 
estate inventory of April and Lieut. Richard dying in May of that 
year. Hampshire doesn’t appear in Maj. Richard’s account book, 
however; it is an assumption that Hampshire survived Lieut. Richard 
and was transferred into Maj. Richard’s household. 
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The John Thorne Dodge House, photographed in 1895. John Thorne 
Dodge (1764-1851), a great-grandson of Lieut. William and son of Maj. 
Richard Dodge Jr., built this house about the year 1798 on the site of the 
Lieut. William Dodge House.*”° 
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14. The John Coy House, Formerly Near the Main Entrance to Gor- 
don College Campus, Grapevine Road 

© — Residence of Caesar in the Caleb Coy household by 1754 and in the William 
Cleaves household from 1754 through 1773 


John Coy (ca.1658—1738) built a house to the south of Coy's Pond by 
1691.427 It was inherited by his son Caleb Coy (ca.1692—1754) and subse- 
quently owned by Caleb’s son-in-law William Cleaves (1720—1781).?5 Both 
Caleb Coy and William Cleaves shared an enslaved man named Caesar in 
their respective households. 

Caleb Coy, yeoman farmer, was married three times: to Mary Wellman 
(b? d?) about the year 1717, to Joanna Lovett (1698—1745) in 1720, and to 
Hannah Thistle (d. 1757) in 1750. He had a son and a daughter with his sec- 
ond wife, the son dying at age 16.42 An enslaved boy named Caesar was part 
of the Coy household when Caleb died in 1754.80 Coy does not appear to 
have been a wealthy man, which makes him an anomaly among Wenham’s 
enslavers. Caesar represented one-fifth of Coy’s assets, whereas in nearly half 
the cases (for which we have data) an enslaved person represented just 1% 
ot less of other enslavers’ assets (page 250). It may have been the case that, 
his only son having died in 1736, Coy felt he was out of options for resources 
to work his farm. (Even so, in 1768, 1769 and 1771 Coy hired his neighbor 
the enslaver Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1738—1802), as well as Richard’s young- 
er brother Nicholas Dodge (1754—1835), and enslaved members of Maj. 
Dodge’s household Scipio, Brookes, Arnold, Abner and Frank to do work 
on Coy’s farm.*??) 

William Cleaves, a farmer, married Coy's daughter Joanna (1723-1789) 
in 1747. They had two children, one of whom died young.^? Like his father- 
in-law, Cleaves was not a wealthy man, owning just a moderately-sized port- 
folio of real estate.*? Cleaves inherited Caesar (by right of Cleaves’ wife Jo- 
anna) in 1755.84 He hired out Caesar to enslaver Lieut. Richard Dodge 
(1703-1778) on four occasions between 1766 and 1771, when Caesar hauled 
gravel, built part of a stone wall, hoed Dodge’s field, and harvested corn.45 
Caesar died in 1773, the death being recorded by the Wenham Congrega- 
tional Church, but for some unexplained reason his name was not included 
in the record of his death.^6 
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The John Coy House, or a later house built on its site, 1948.7 
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Record of Caesar's death, 1773.5 It is unexplained why the record didn’t 
include his name. 


188 Enslaved People e Wenham 


24 Wenham Historical Society (1930), 6, 30-31, 38-39, 41, 76, 77, 78, 84-85, 87, 93, 94, 112, 
132 (“Pleasant Pond" being another name for Coy's Pond), 142, 157, 158. Wenham Historical 
Society (1938), 109. L. A. Dodge (1968), IT-5. 


245 Perley (1924—1928), 2:map between 147 and 148, 154. 


246 Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 30, identifies the area around Coy's Pond 
as “East Wenham” and not “Little Comfort." Phillips (1938), 16, 105; at 16 Phillips provides 
a poem written by Allen Peabody (1816—1890) that mentions “Little Comfort.” Cole (1943), 
106 refers to “the Neck and Little Comfort” without feeling the need to explain where Little 
Comfort was. Town of Wenham (1959), 105, 164, 171, 180, 189, 218. Lillie (1976). Town of 
Wenham (1977), 25, 33, 38, 114, 121, 131, 141, 147. Wenham Historical Association & Mu- 
seum (1992), 137. Comfort Preston (or perhaps Presson?) has yet to be identified. 


247 Waldren bought 30 acres from John Abbey Jr. (d. 1700) and 18 acres from Zaccheus 
Goldsmith (ca.1662—1747). Essex County Deeds 13:86 (John [Jr.] and Hannah Abbey to Na- 
thaniel Waldren, 1696), first parcel; 13:87 (Zaccheus and Martha Goldsmith to Nathaniel 
Waldren, 1696). 
Abbey Farm: 'Ten-acre grant to John Abbey Sr. (d. 1699) from the Town of Salem, 1642— 
1643 (Essex Institute (1868), 115, 118), Abbey soon after building his house a short distance 
to the southwest of local landmark Abbey's Bridge. Weaver (1864), 10-14. Wenham Historical 
Society (1930), 6, 20, 21, 30, 33-34, 47, 177. L. A. Dodge (1968), III-5. Maps: L. A. Dodge 
(1908), 1971.10.065, sheet 1. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.083. Lillie (1976), 
house to the southwest of Abby's [sz] Bridge. Ozber References: See also Essex County Deeds 
15:150 (John [Sr.] and Mary Abbey to Samuel Abbey, 1675). Note that the Abbey House and 
the Waldren House were on two different sites: had the Abbey House burned by the 1690s? 
Goldsmith Farm: 200-acre grant to Samuel Smith (d. 1642) from the Town of Salem, 1638 
(Essex Institute (1868), 24, 47, 69) and bequest from Samuel Smith to son Thomas Smith, 
1643 (Essex Institute (1911—1921), 1:45-47; Essex Institute (1916), 18-21). Essex County 
Deeds 6:62 (Samuel Smith to [Capt.] Thomas Smith [Jr.], 1679), the farm (acreage not quanti- 
fied) occupied by Alexander Maxcy; 11:204 (Thomas Clarke et al. to Joseph Fowler [Jr.] and 
Zaccheus Goldsmith, 1695); and 11:34 (Joseph Fowler [Jr.] and Zaccheus Goldsmith to 
Thomas Clarke, mortgage, 1695). Division of property between Fowler and Goldsmith not 
recotded. 


248 Nathaniel Waldren was the father of Edward Waldren Sr. (1697—1746) and lived nearly 
five yeats after the death of Edward Sr., to whom he sold his farm in 1730. Essex County 
Deeds 58:18 (Nathaniel Waldren to Edward Waldren, 1730), first parcel. Edward Waldren Sr. 
bequeathed the homestead to his sons Edward Jr. (1727—1822) and Nathaniel (1730-1751). 
Brother Nathaniel died intestate and apparently unmarried; Edward Jr. appears to have inher- 
ited Nathaniel’s portion of their late father’s homestead. Essex County Probate 28750:3-4 Di- 
vision of Real Estate (1749), :19 Inventory (1746), :23-24 Will (1743). Essex Institute (1904), 
80, 83, 223. 

Subsequent Title History: Essex County Deeds 135:51 (Edward [Jr.] and Abigail Waldren to 
Joseph White, 1777), first parcel; 146:67 (Joseph and Elizabeth White to Nathan Brown, 1784), 
first deed, first parcel. Essex County Probate 3743 (Nathan Brown, 1792), :5-6 Will (1792), :14 
Inventory (1792). Essex County Deeds 171:127 (Nathan Brown [Jr.] et al. to Jacob Dodge 
De], 1802), first parcel. Essex County Probate 7872 (Jacob Dodge [Jr.], 1814), :25 Inventory 
(1814), :29 description of Wenham real estate (1818), :39-40 Widow's Thirds (1817). For sub- 
sequent title history of the portion of the Jacob Dodge Jr. Farm that included the site of the 
Waldren-Brown House: Essex County Probate 37647 (Mary Dodge, 1855), :24 Inventory 
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(1855). Essex County Deeds 529:224 (Moses Dorman, guardian, et al. to Abraham Dodge, 
1855) and 529:225 (Ira B. Dodge eż a/ to Abraham Dodge, 1855). To William Preston Dodge 
(1884-1927) who bequeathed it to his son Louis A. Dodge (1886-1968). Maps: W. A. Brown 
(1856, undated copy), 1971.10.044. Walling (1856), “W. Dodge Est." House, the former oc- 
cupant being William T. Dodge (1797-1850), husband of Mary (Dodge) Dodge (1790-1852) 
and son-in-law of Jacob Dodge Jr. (1765-1814). Beers (1872), 95, “S. P. Burnham & T. P. 
Dodge" House. (Simon Peter Burnham (1832-1912) and Timothy Pickering Dodge (1811— 
1885) were both sons-in-law of William T. and Mary (Dodge) Dodge, the husbands of Lydia 
Folsom Dodge (1824-1911) and Mary Ann Dodge (1811—1861), respectively.) Walling (1884), 
87, "S. P. Burnham & T. P. Dodge House." Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 33, 
*S. P. Burnham" House. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.046. L. A. Dodge 
(attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.083. Lillie (1976), “Edward Waldron [siq House. Essex 
County Deeds Plan 118:92 (“Plan of Land in Wenham, Property of Estate of Louis A. Dodge,” 
1971). Other References: L. A. Dodge (1968), III-5-6. Essex Institute (1904), 223. 


?9 Essex County Deeds 135:51 (Edward [Jr.] and Abigail Waldren to Joseph White, 1777), 
first parcel. Worcester County Deeds 128:295 (Edward Waldron [sz] [Jr.] to Edward Waldron 
[si] [2], 1794), sale of the east side of his house in Sterling. Worcester County Probate 61162 
(Edward Waldron [sic], 1822). Essex Institute (1904), 80, 83, 94, 129, 172, 173, 223. Tapley 
(1976), 132. Findagrave.com, memorial #195798579. 


250 Worcester County Probate 61162:24 Assent (1822). Essex Institute (1904), 14, 80, 94, 
173, 223. Tapley (1976), 132. Findagrave.com, memorials #195798689 and 195798753. 


?31 Cole (1943), 91. Cole says the price was £320, but this amount seems to be a typograph- 
ical error, since it is roughly 10x the assessed value of other enslaved men at mid-century (see 
Appendix B). 

?2 Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 316. Pruitt (1998), xvii, 162. The valuation tallied enslaved 
people who were between the ages of 14 and 45. 


253 Essex County Deeds 146:67 (Joseph and Elizabeth White to Nathan Brown, 1784), first 
deed, first parcel. Essex County Probate 3743 (Nathan Brown, 1792), :5-6 Will (1792). A wit- 
ness to the will was Wallis Brown (1770-1823), son of Capt. Pelatiah Brown. Findagrave.- 
com, memorial #40731023. Daughter Mary was living in Ipswich (perhaps Hamilton) at the 
time of her 1770 engagement to Israel Andrews Dodge; see Essex Institute (1904), 95, 108, 
Essex Institute (1910), 2:62, 137, and J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:106. Sons James and Nathan Jr. 
may have been baptized at Ipswich in 1739 and 1743, respectively; see Essex Institute (1910), 
1:49, 52. 


254 Essex County Deeds 13:86 (John [Jr.] and Hannah Abbey to Nathaniel Waldren, 1696), 
first parcel; and 13:87 (Zacheus [sz] and Martha Goldsmith to Nathaniel Waldren, 1696), first 
parcel. Essex County Probate 28750:3 Division of Real Estate (1749). L. A. Dodge, MS (1908), 
sheet 1. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.046. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no 
date), 1973.52.081. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.083. The bridge was 742.5 
feet southwest of the point where Larch Row crosses the river. Current-day Wenham property 
map by CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. 

Road 1 was laid out in 1696— replacing a road in this vicinity that had been laid out much 
eatlier, perhaps by 1644—and was rebuilt in 1711. Essex County Deeds 13:86 (John [Jr.] and 
Hannah Abbey to Nathaniel Waldren, 1696), first parcel, bounded “eastwardly by the highway 
ot common land." Weaver (1864), 10. Wenham Historical Society (1930), 6, 132, 160. Wen- 
ham Historical Society (1938), 32, 55-56, 57, 58-60, 66-67, 69-70, 91. Wenham Historical So- 
ciety, Supplement (1940), 24-25, 26-28. Its notional course west of Abbey's Bridge is shown as 
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a dashed line; its course east of Abbey's Bridge is per L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 
1973.52.083. 

Road 2 was laid out by 1661. Essex County Deeds 30:109 (settlement of bounds between 
Joshua Wallis and William Rogers, 1716). Wenham Historical Society (1930), 20. Wenham 
Historical Society (1938), 70, 75-76, 118-119, 176 (Joshua Wallis erroneously rendered as 
“Joshua Williams"). Lillie (1976). 


75  Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 63, 202. Essex Institute (1904), 
227. 


256 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 63: “[#]197. June 26. An infant 
Negro Child of Mr Nathan Brown.” The vertically-oriented text is “Deaths, Continued.” 202: 
“{#]319. May 11. A young Negro Child of Mr Nathan Brown.” 


257 Essex County Deeds 124:54 (Josiah [Jr.] and Prudence Dodge to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 
1742[/3], first parcel; and 124:64 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), first 
parcel. In 1752 Lieut. William Dodge gave farms in Ipswich and Wenham to his adult sons 
Lieut. Richard (1703-1778), William Jr. (1705-1777), Capt. Jacob (1716-1792) and Skipper 
1721-1785), his other adult son Isaac (1708-1791) having moved to Boxford. Essex County 
Deeds 118:122 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1752), first parcel; 119:154 
[Lieut. William Dodge to William Dodge [Jr], 1752); 124:64, first parcel; and 117:90 ([Lieut.] 
William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), first parcel, with life estate for Skipper Dodge. 
See J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:41, 72-73 for Isaac Dodge's move to Boxford. 

Subsequent Title History: Essex County Deeds 156:57 ([Capt.] Jacob Dodge to Jacob Dodge 
[Jr.], 1785); and 156:58 ([Capt.] Jacob Dodge to Abraham Dodge, 1785). Essex County Probate 
7870 (Capt. Jacob Dodge, 1793), :22 Will (1788). Essex County Deeds 178: 29 (Jacob Jr. and 
Mary Dodge to Abraham Dodge, 1803). Essex County Probate 37519 (Abraham Dodge, 
842), :8-9 Will (1839), :13 Inventory (1842). Essex County Deeds 329: 150 (Abraham Dodge 
Jr. [si] to Levi Dodge, 1842); 336:179 (Abraham Jr. [sz] and Elizabeth C. Dodge to Levi 
Dodge, 1843); and 336:196 (Levi and Matilda Dodge to Elizabeth C. Dodge, 1843). Essex 
County Probate 37522 (Abraham Dodge 35i, 1856), :6 Inventory (1856), :15-17 Widow's 
Thirds (1857). Essex County Deeds 579:69 (Abraham Dodge, administrator, to Elizabeth C. 
Dodge, 1857); 681:30 (Elizabeth C. Dodge to Simeon Dodge, 1865); 1357:129 (Simeon and 
Betsey Dodge to Charles S. Tuckerman, 1892), first parcel; 1578:265 (Charles S. and Ruth A. 
Tuckerman to Oscar A. Wheatland, 1899), first parcel; 1578:270 (Oscar A. and Abba D. Willard 
to George Wheatland, mortgage, 1899), first parcel; 1677:329 (George and Florence S. Wheat- 
land to Harriet M. Jenckes, 1902), first parcel; 1707:165 (Harriet M. Jenckes to George F. 
French, 1903), first parcel; 1724:196 (George F. French to George L. Allen, 1903), first parcel; 
724:197 (George L. Allen to Harriet M. Jenckes, 1903), first parcel; 1898:513 (Harriet M. 
Jenckes to Eben D. Jordan, 1907), first parcel; 1899:350 (Eben D. Jordan to Dorothy May 
Jordan, 1907), first parcel; 2401:363 (Dorothy and Monroe Douglas Robinson to Gail S. 
Hughes, 1918), first parcel; 2405:113 (Monroe Douglas Robinson to Gail S. Hughes, release, 
918); 2715:499 (Gail S. and Keith McLeod to Phillips Ketchum, 1927), first parcel; 2020:413 
(Phillips and Margot A. Ketchum to Gail Stephens, 1932), first parcel; 3077:230 (Gail Stephens 
and Kerwin W. Kinard to First National Bank of Boston and Bradley W. Palmer, trustees, 
936), first parcel; 3867:439 (First National Bank of Boston, trustee to Richard S. Robie, 1951); 
3867:442 (Richard S. and Helen M. Robie to Louis W. Cabot, 1951); 3867:443 (Richard S. and 
Helen M. Robie to Louis W. Cabot, 1951); 386:444 (Richard S. and Helen M. Robie to Louis 
W. Cabot, 1951); and 3867:445 (Richard S. and Helen M. Robie to Louis W. Cabot, 1951). 
Maps: W. A. Brown (1856, undated copy), 1971.10.076. Walling (1856), “A. Dodge 3*" House. 
Beers (1872), 95, *S. Dodge" House. Walker (1884), 87, “S. Dodge" House. Walker Litho- 
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graph & Publishing Co. (1910), 33, “Miss D. Jordan” House. R. C. Allen (1936, copy). R. C. 
Allen (1938). Essex County Deeds Plan 121:99 (“Plan of Land in Wenham, Property of Louis 
W. & Marie Louise Cabot,” 1972); 167:35 (“Subdivision Plan of Land in Wenham, Mass.” 
1981); and 291:48 (“Plan of Land in Wenham, Mass., Property of Robert & Barbara Anne 
Pauley,” 1986). L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.029. Lillie (1976), “Jacob 
Dodge c.1745" House. Other References: Cole (1943), photograph opposite 70. For Dodge ge- 
nealogy see J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:74, 122-123; and Findagrave.com, memorials #41854933, 
60861983, 60864751 and 61216386. 


258 Cole (1943), photograph opposite 70, the caption of which saying that the house was 
moved twice and was owned in 1943 by Preble Motley. This site was vacant in 1923 (Crowley 
and Lunt (1925), 807, no house between those of Louis A. Dodge/William P. Dodge and 
Edwatd B. Cole); still vacant in 1925 (Crowley and Lunt (1925), 836, no house between those 
of Louis A. Dodge/William P. Dodge and Edward B. Cole); but occupied by E. Preble Jr. in 
1927 (Crowley and Lunt (1927), 874). Preble Motley was Edward Preble Motley Jr. (1895— 
1965). Essex County Deeds Plan 15:9 (“Plan of Land Near Wenham Neck,” 1905); and Essex 
County Deeds 2726:144 (Susan D. Parker to Edward Preble Motley [Jr.], 1927), no mention 
of buildings. Findagrave.com, memorial #188847885. 

The interior of the house was not inspected during the research phase of this book. Den- 
drochronology is needed to determine how much of the existing house dates from Josiah 
Dodge Jr.’s tenure vs. Capt. Jacob Dodge's tenure. A gambrel roof seems a bit early for a 
1730s-vintage house, but not impossible. And, of course, the current roofline might reflect a 
later renovation. 


79 J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:35, 41, 61-62. Essex Institute (1904), 25, 28, 109, 111. Topsfield 
Historical Society (1906—1907), 94, 97. For occupation as tanner see Essex County Deeds 
124:54 (Josiah [Jr.] and Prudence Dodge to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 1742[/3]) and 124:59 (Jo- 
siah [Jt.] and Prudence Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1742[/3]). For references to Josiah 
Dodge Jr. in Lunenburg town records between 1753 and 1762—Josiah by then using the title 
Lieutenant—see W. A. Davis (1896), 156, 159-161, 165, 186, 199. 

L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.029, sited “Claflin’s tan yard” on the 
same spot as the Josiah Dodge Jr. House. Cole (1943), 54, seems to agree with him. But the 
unanswered question is whether (a) Josiah Dodge Jr. built his house on the prior site of 
Claflin’s tan yard or (b) Cole and Louis Dodge conflated the Josiah Dodge Jr. tan yard with 
the Claflin tan yard along Longham Brook. 


260 Town of Wenham, MS (1695-1743), unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births 
Marriages and Deaths, frame 72). Essex Institute (1904), 180. 


261 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 119. Baptism not recorded 
in Essex Institute (1904). “Owning the covenant” denoted the absence of a conversion or 
personal confession of faith that would otherwise allow for full communion with the church. 


262 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 119, 122. Essex Institute (1904), 
84. Phyllis was baptized on the same day as Bilhah, daughter of Sharper (Samuel Gott house- 
hold) and Deborah (Joseph Herrick household of Topsfield). 


?6 "Town of Wenham, MS (1695-1743), unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births 
Marriages and Deaths, frame 72): “An Intent of marrige [s] Between Addam [sic] Black and 
Jean Black Both of Wenham servants to Richard Dodge and Josiah Dodge was published 
November 13 1735.” An alternate interpretation of this text is that both Adam and Jean were 
enslaved jointly by both Richard and Josiah Dodge. 
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264 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 122: [#]136 June 3 Phillis [sc] 
Daughter of Adam & Jenny negros [sé].” 119: [#]193 Nov: 20 Jenny, the Servant of Mr Josiah 
Dodge.” 


265 Essex County Deeds 124:54 (Josiah [Jr.] and Prudence Dodge to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 
1742[/3], first parcel; and 124:64 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), first 
parcel. For boundaries: Essex County Deeds 156:58 ([Capt.] Jacob Dodge to Abraham Dodge, 
1785). W. A. Brown (1856, undated copy), 1971.10.044. W. A. Brown (1856, 1941 copy), 
1973.52.041. R. C. Allen (1936, copy). R. C. Allen (1938). Essex County Deeds Plan 69:69 
(“Plan of a Portion of Larch Row,” 1938); and 121:99 (“Plan of Land in Wenham Property of 
Louis W. & Mary Louise Cabot,” 1972). Current-day Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS 
via Wenhamma.gov. 


?6 Beers (1872), 95. 
267 Unidentified photographer. Cole (1943), opposite 70. 


268 Essex County Probate 7870 (Capt. Jacob Dodge, 1793). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:65-66, 73- 
74. Essex Institute (1903), 37. Essex Institute (1904), 24, 102, 108, 109, 132, 190, 193. 
Topsfield Historical Society (1906-1907), 2:419, 420, 423. Essex Institute (1910), 1:289, 2:137, 
139, 235. Findagrave.com, memorials #42395183, 47850983, 47853885 and 60955355. For 
partial ownership of the Dodge Mill Complex see Essex County Deeds 124:54; 124:61 
(Phineas Dodge et al. to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1741); and 120:107 ([Capt.] Jacob and Elizabeth 
Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1759). See also Appendix E. 


?6  [Capt.] J. Dodge, MS, three loose unnumbered pages (for the years 1758—1762), 23, 35, 
65, 71, 73, 79, 137, 155, 163, 195, 197, 240, 255, 273. 


7? Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 123. Baptism not also in 
Essex Institute (1904). 


271 Itis an assumption that the “Adam Black" in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household in 
1735 and the “Adam” in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household in 1738 were the same man. Ra- 
tionale: We know that Adam Black was living in 1742 because it is clear that the baptismal 
records for Adam Jr. and Jenny are for the children of Adam Black, the man who married 
Jean/Jenny Black. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 119, 122. The two 
baptismal records provide no surname for either Adam or “Jenny”—which tells us that Adam 
Black’s surname didn’t always appear in records of events after 1735. Neither of the baptismal 
records provides the name of Adam or Jenny’s enslaver(s). 


72 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 119: “[#]200. Feb: 28 Adam, 
Son [sic] of Adam & Jenny, Negroes.” Essex Institute (1904), 84. 


75 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 196). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS 
(1643-1805), 179. Essex Institute (1904), 180, 181, 226. Cole (1943), 91. Archelaus and 
Phoebe's wedding was performed by Rev. Joseph Swain, who didn't always record weddings 
in the Congregational Church's records but (as in this case) recorded them instead with the 
town clerk. 

'The Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771 recorded one anonymous petson in Dodge's 
household. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. Pruitt (1998), xvii, 162. The valuation tallied 
enslaved people who were between the ages of 14 and 45. Given the fact that Archelaus was 
living in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household in 1762 and in 1789, we can assume that this anon- 
ymous person was him. 


Wenham Neck ¢ East Wenham 193 


7^  [Capt.] J. Dodge, MS, three loose unnumbered pages (for the years 1758—1762), 23, 35, 
65, 71, 73, 79, 137, 155, 163, 195, 197, 240, 255. 
75 Ibid., 71, 137, 240, 255, 273. 
T6 Ibid., 71, 137. 
77 "Town of Ipswich, MS (1734-1783), 117 (Ancestry.com, Ipswich Town Records, Ear- 
matks with Births, Marriages, Deaths and Marriage Intentions, frame 119). [Lieut.] R. Dodge, 
MS (1766 [séc}), second section, 32. [Capt.] J. Dodge, MS, 71, 137. Manchester Selectmen's 
Minutes, MS (October 1781), Overseers of the Poor Records, 150:158: 
The Clerk directed to write the Selectmen of Ipswich acquainting them [with] a 
Negro Boy named Jettero [s], born at Ipswich but had lived some time with Mr. 
Dodge of Wenham, is now sick in our Alms house & that a considerable expense 
will accrue to the Town of Ipswich if he belongs there, unless soon removed to 
Ipswich. 
Town of Ipswich, MS (1879), 253 (Ancestry.com, Ipswich Church Records, Earmarks, Fence 
Records with Births, Marriages and Deaths, frame 163). Essex Institute (1910), 2:471, 472. 
Marriage not also in Essex Institute (1904). 


78 [Capt.] J. Dodge, MS, 137. 
79 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 193. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


280 Essex County Probate 7870:22, Will (1788), bequest to widow. Violet does not appear in 
Dodge's probate inventory of 1793. She was not the same Violet who was baptized in 1756 
while part of the Skipper Dodge household. That Violet would have been at least 32 years old 
in 1788, while the Violet in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household was identified as a “girl” in 
1788. 


231 Although Hardesty’s focus is on pre-Revolution Boston, his model replaces the tradi- 
tional dichotomous conception of enslavement and freedom with a continuum of unfreedom. 
Hardesty (2016), 2. 


?? Dodge’s probate inventory—taken in 1793 and filed in 1794—includes reference to two 
“black boy|s].” But each of the two references was crossed out prior to the filing of the inven- 
tory. They are not mentioned in Dodge’s 1788 will. Essex County Probate 7870:19, Inventory 
(1793). Three people of color (ages not indicated) were part of the Jacob Dodge household at 
the time of the 1790 Federal census. United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1790:690. 
The three people were likely these two boys and one other unidentified person (who may or 
may not have experienced enslaved status earlier in life). 


73 Essex County Probate 7792 (Barnabas Dodge, 1739), :95 Inventory (1739). J. T. Dodge 
(1894), 1:65-66. 


284 Essex County Probate 7956 ([Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1778), :2 Inventory (1778), :4 Will 
(1778); and 7870:19, Inventory (1793). Pompey himself does not appear in either inventory. 


75 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 96. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


286 Kenney et al., MS (1838). Abraham Dodge (1764-1841), Lydia C. Dodge (1778-1840), 
Solome Dodge (1785-1851), Jacob Dodge (1787-1869), Mary Dodge (1790-1852), Anna 
Dodge (1791-1868), Andrew Dodge (1791—1876), Betsy Lee (1792—1840), James Lee (1793— 
1862), Ezra Dodge (1794—1872), Sopia Dodge (1798-1884), Abraham Dodge 2d (1804—1887), 
Sally Dodge (1805-1892), Augusta E. Dodge (1806—1894), Adoniram J. Dodge (1808-1889), 
Rufus A. Dodge (1809-1875), Esther Dodge (1809-1882), Ira B. Dodge (1812-1888), James 
L. Dodge (1813-1899), William Langmaid (1817-1856), Susan H. Dodge (1817—1862), Sally 
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L. Dodge (1817-1905), Mary Ann Dodge (1818—1897), Sarah L. Langmaid (1821—1877), and 
Susan Dodge (1831?—1884?). See Appendix G. 


287 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55: “[#]14: July 23 Adam a 
Servant of Josiah Dodges.” 


?8 Ibid., 193: “[#]373. April 26. an Infant negro Child of Capt. Jacob Dodge.” 


?9 Ibid., 179: “[#]347. July 17. Archelaus, a negro Servant of Capt. Jacob Dodge. /Etat 75. 
Atrophy.” A portion of the phrase “Deaths Continued" appears along the margin. 


290 Former house owner Frances “Frannie” DeLacvivier, tour of the house provided to 
Frederick S. “Rick” Woodland Jr., 2001. The interior of the house was not inspected during 
the research phase of this book. L. A. Dodge (1968) makes no mention of Underground Rail- 
road activity in Wenham, despite his familiarity with this and other houses in town. 


21 Essex County Deeds 178:29 (Jacob Jr. and Mary Dodge to Abraham Dodge, 1803). Ken- 
ney et al., MS (1838). 


22 J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:215. Shannon (2021). National Park Service (no date), 45. Finda- 
grave.com, memorials #135374280 and 145962136. Simeon Dodge Jr. was a distant cousin of 
the Wenham Dodges. 


73 Essex County Deeds 118:122 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1752), 
first parcel; 119:154 (Lieut. William Dodge to William Dodge [Jr.], 1752); 124:64 ([Lieut.] 
William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), first parcel; and 117:90 ([Lieut.] William Dodge 
to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), first parcel, with life estate for Skipper Dodge. See J. T. Dodge 
(1894), 1:41, 72-73 for Isaac Dodge's move to Boxford. 


?^ "Thanks go to James Tanzer for sharing this hypothesis, noticing that Skipper's mother 
was 41 years old when Skipper was born. 


25 Essex County Deeds 117:91 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to Skipper Dodge, 1757). 


26 Tithe History (22-Acre Lot): Essex County Deeds 27:2 (John Bare [s] to [Lieut.] William 
Dodge, 1714), first parcel; and 117:90 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), 
first parcel, with life estate for Skipper Dodge. By descent to Skipper's grandchildren Josiah 
and Benjamin Swett. Essex County Deeds 157:134 (Josiah and Benjamin Swett to Josiah Swett, 
1793). See also Essex County Deeds 185:285 (Prudence and Joel Richards to Josiah Swett, 
1808); 185:285 ([Dr.] Jonathan Lovett to Josiah Swett, 1804) and 185:285 (Ichabod and Me- 
hitable Dodge to Josiah Swett, 1805) for confirmation of Swett's title. Essex County Deeds 
157:135 (Josiah Swett to [Dea.] William Dodge, 1794), first parcel. Essex County Probate 8007 
[Dea.] William Dodge, 1824), :8 Inventory (1824), 24-acre “Sweat [s] place.” Essex County 
Probate 45582 (Susan D. Lord, 1875), :3 Will (1873). Essex County Deeds 1331:173 (Hannah 
Edwatds et al.to [Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1825); and 1331:175 (Abraham and Susan D. Lord to 
[Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1841). Essex County Probate 37530 ([Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1876), :9 
Will (1870), :13 Inventory (1876); 60656 (Susan L. Wilkins, 1884); 208279 (Harriet A. Wilkins, 
1943) and 221955 (Mary A. Leach, 1947). Essex County Deeds 4180:594 (C. Arthur and Mar- 
tha F. Leach to Vincent W. Jones, 1955). Maps: No candidate house in Walling (1856), Beers 
1872), 95 or Walker (1884), 87. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 35, “Heirs S. 
Wilkins” property. Essex County Deeds Plan 1939:69 (“Plan of Land Belonging to Harriet A. 
Wilkins & Mary A. Leach, Located on Dodge's Row," 1939); and 1955:470 (“Plan Showing 
Portion of Land Belonging to C. Arthur Leach,” 1955). Osher References: For Dodge genealogy 
see J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:74-75, 122-123, 183-184. 


27 Essex County Probate 7979 (Skipper Dodge, 1785). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:41, 74-75. Es- 
sex Institute (1904), 29, 99, 112, 135, 193, 194. Essex Institute (1910), 2:108, 141. Perley (1913), 
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220. For occupation see Essex County Deeds 117:90 ([Capt.] Jacob and Martha Dodge to 
Skipper Dodge, 1743[/4?]) and 117:91 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary Dodge to Skipper Dodge, 
1762). 

28 Cole (1943), 91 assigned enslaved men “Jack” and “Zip” (i.e., “Sip” or Scipio") to the 
Skipper Dodge household, citing Skipper Dodge's account book. That book, however, 
couldn't be found during the research for this book. Jack and Scipio are excluded from this 
book's treatment of the Skipper Dodge household because there's a strong possibility that 
Cole misinterpreted the debits and credits in Lieut. Richard Dodge's account book (Jack) and 
Maj. Richard Dodge Jr.’s account book (“Sip”). 

299 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 69. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


300 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 46, 56. Baptism not recorded 
in Essex Institute (1904). 


59! Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 61, 204. Town of Wenham, MS 
(1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages and 
Deaths, frame 196). Essex Institute (1904), 84, 180, 181, 227. Archelaus and Phoebe’s wedding 
was performed by Rev. Joseph Swain, who didn’t always record weddings in the Congrega- 
tional Church’s records but (as in this case) recorded them instead with the town clerk. 


5? Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 204. Essex Institute (1904), 84. 
55 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 64. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


54 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 180. Death not recorded in Es- 
sex Institute (1904). (Why wasn’t the name of the boy’s mother included in the record? Had 
she died?) 

95 Essex County Probate 7956:2 Inventory (1778), :4 Will (1778); and 7870 (Capt. Jacob 
Dodge, 1793), :19, Inventory (1793). Pompey himself does not appear in either inventory. 

306 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 96. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


307 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 69: “[#]49. Feb. 9. Hampshire 
Negro Servant of Skipper Dodge." 
9 Thid., 56: [#]29 Feb. 29. Violet Negro Maid of Skipper Dodge.” 


59 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 196): “Nov! 25 Argalus [sic] negro Sert of mr [sid 
Jacob Dodge & Phebe [si] mollato [s] Sert of Rich Hubb? Dodge Both of Wenham.” Arche- 
laus and Phoebe’s wedding was performed by Rev. Joseph Swain, who didn’t always record 
weddings in the Congregational Church’s records but (as in this case) recorded them instead 
with the town clerk. 


310 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 61: [#]65. Feb: 16. Phebe [szg, 
a Mollatto [sic], Wife of Archelaus a Negro.” 

5" Ibid., 204: [#]345. Sept 7. Caesar Son of Phebe [sic], a Malotto [si] Woman, & Servant 
Boy of Skipper Dodge.” 

512 Ibid., 64: [#]189 8 Decembr: 8 Flora an Infant Negro Child belonging to Phebe [sz] a 
Mollatto [sic], & wife of Archelaus." 

313 Ibid., 180: “May 8. [#]528. a young negro boy Child of Archelaus." 


54 Farm A: Essex County Deeds 27:2 (John Bare [sie] to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 1714), first 
parcel; boundaries shown here are grounded on Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 
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35, “Heirs S. Wilkins" property. Part of its southern boundary was along Longham Brook, but 
the point at which the boundary diverged from the book is conjectural. Site B: R. Dodge, MS 
(1795). Farm C: Essex County Deeds 205:170 (Mehitable Dodge et al. to [Dea.] William 
Dodge, 1815), first parcel; boundaries grounded on the Private Way shown in Essex County 
Deeds Plan 1438:376 (1895). Farm D: Essex County Deeds 120:224 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary 
Dodge to Benjamin Edwards Jr., 1750[/1]); boundaries grounded on the Private Way shown 
in Plan 1433:271 (1894) and the “Mrs. J. P. Conant” and “T. C. Hollander” properties shown 
in Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 35. Current-day Wenham property map by 
CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. Solid-line boundaries represent high conviction, while dot- 
ted-line boundaries are lower conviction. 


555 Curtis (1889), 1; and Curtis (1889, later transcription). See Appendix H. 


316 "The “heirs of the late Maj. Andrew Dodge" also owned property on the south side of 
Larch Row by the time Curtis wrote his article. A barn that was on the south side of Larch 
Row is visible in the photograph on page 157, and is mentioned in Essex County Deeds 1331: 
173 (Hannah Edwards et al.to [Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1825. But there is no competing site on 
the south side of the road that fits the description of a “hill side in the rear of an old barn.” 
For the property on the south side of Larch Row see Essex County Deeds 1331:173 (Edwards 
et al. to Dodge, 1825); and 1331:175 (Abraham and Susan D. Lord to [Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 
1841). Essex County Probate 37530 ([Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1876), :9 Will (1870), :13 Inven- 
tory (1876); 60656 (Susan L. Wilkins, 1884); 208279 (Harriet A. Wilkins, 1943) and 221955 
(Mary A. Leach, 1947). 


57 — Early Title History: Nathaniel Waldren (ca.1659—1751) assembled what would become his 
farm to the northeast of the current-day intersection of Larch Row and Walnut Road in mul- 
tiple transactions. Two of those transactions—recorded at Essex County Deeds 7:87 and 31: 
153—account for 15 or 16 of the 24 acres that he mortgaged in 1724. 

e Essex County Deeds 7:87 (John Knolton [si] to Nathaniel Waldron [sz], 1685[/6]) rec- 
orded the sale of ten acres that Knowlton had bought of John Bear [sz]. The Bear/Bare- 
to-Knowlton deed did not get recorded, and Bear/Bare did not record his deed of acqui- 
sition. (See Essex County Deeds 27:2 (John Bare [sé] to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 1714), 
first parcel, for the sale of a house, barn and 20 acres to the southeast of the intersection 
of Larch Row and Dodges Row. The parcels in 7:87 and 27:2 were likely across the road 
from each other.) 

e Essex County Deeds 31:153 (John and Anna Edwards to Nathaniel Waldron [sz], 1716), 
describes a house and “five or six" acre lot that abutted property of Phineas Dodge 
(1688—1759) to the southwest. The eastern boundary of Phineas Dodge's homestead cor- 
responded with that of the property at current-day 177 Larch Row. (See Essex County 
Deeds 43:5 (Nathaniel Waldron [s] to Benjamin Lynde et al., mortgage, 1723[/4], first 
parcel; and R. C. Allen (1938).) For prior history of this lot see Essex County Deeds 11:60 
(John Carpenter to Samuel Dodge, 1688), five acres and 60 poles of land with “a frame 
of a house;" and 30:102 (Mary Dodge et al. to John Edwards, 1716), a quitclaim deed 
that confirms the sale of the lot by Samuel Dodge to John Edwards in 1698. 

Subsequent Title History: Essex County Deeds 43:5 (Nathaniel Waldron [si] to Benjamin Lynde 

et al, mortgage, 1723[/4]), first parcel; 61:269 (Nathaniel and Abigail Waldren to [Dea.] 

Ebenezer Waldren, 1732), first parcel (about 26 acres with house and barn); and 83:138 ([Dea.] 

Ebenezer and Hannah Waldren to Nathaniel Waldren, 1732), first parcel. By descent from 

Dea. Ebenezer Waldren (1703—1760), who died intestate, to his son Silas Waldren (1752— 

1819). Essex County Deeds 141:196 (Silas Waldren to [Dea.] William Dodge, 1784), first par- 

cel. Essex County Probate 8007 ([Dea.| William Dodge, 1824), :8 Inventory (1824), item #1. 
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Essex County Deeds 1331:174 (Hannah Edwards et al. to [Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1825). Essex 
County Probate 37530 ([Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1876), :9 Will (1870), :13 Inventory (1876), 
bequest to daughter Susan L. Wilkins (1831—1884). Essex County Probate 60656 (Susan L. 
Wilkins, 1884) and 107519 (Charles Wilkins, 1910). Essex County Deeds 2635:537 (Mary A. 
Leach and Harriet Adeline Wilkins to Mary C. Osgood, 1925). Essex County Probate 329652 
(Mary C. Osgood, 1975). Essex County Deeds 6167:790 (Edward H. Osgood et. al., trustees, 
to Robert N. Jr. and Nancy W. Spofford, 1975); 6806:13 (Robert N. Jr. and Nancy W. Spofford 
to Robert N. Spofford Jr., 1981); 7082:555 (Robert N. Spofford Jr. to David F. Jr. and Mary 
E. Hall, 1983); 13430:230 (David F. Jr. and Mary E. Hall to James M. White 3*4, 1996); and 
19139:417 (James M. White 3*4 to James M. 3: and Helen M. White, 2002). Maps: Walling 
(1856), “A. Dodge" House. Beers (1872), 95, “A. Dodge" House. Walker (1884), 87, “Chas. 
Wilkins" House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 35, *Heirs S. Wilkins" House. 
Lillie (1976), “Silas Waldron [s/c] House. Essex County Deeds Plan 134:79 (“Plan of Land in 
Wenham, Property of Estate of Mary C. Osgood,” 1975); and Plan 164:79 (“Plan of Land in 
Wenham, Mass., Property of Robert N. Jr. & Nancy W. Spofford," 1981). Osher References: 
Wenham Historical Society, Supplement (1940). L. A. Dodge (1968), II-5, III-5. MACRIS, 
WNH.I (2017). For Waldren genealogy see Essex County Probate 28764 (Silas Waldron [sid 
et al., guardianship, 1760); and 28747 ([Dea.] Ebenezer Waldron [sz], 1760). Essex Institute 
(1904), 80, 223. Findagrave.com, memorial #51362796. For Dodge and Wilkins genealogy see 
J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:183. Findagrave.com, memorials 2252569647, 52569683, 54078664, 
71195115 and 71195224. 

'The idea seems odd that a non-enslaver would allow burial of enslaved people on his 
property, even if the enslaver were a member of the non-enslaver's family. Dea. Ebenezer 
Waldren (1703—1760) and/or his son Silas Waldren (1752-1819) might therefore have been 
an unrecorded enslaver(s). 


318 Essex County Deeds 61:269 (Nathaniel and Abigail Waldren to [Dea.] Ebenezer 
Waldren, 1732). R. C. Allen (1938). Current-day Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS via 
Wenhamma.gov. 


519 Cole (1943), 74, 91. Cole lived at 204 Larch Row, across Dodges Row from the site of 
the former Skipper Dodge Farm. Crowley and Lunt (1942), 920, 928. Crowley and Lunt (1944), 
920. Essex County Deeds 4512:464 (Adeline P. Cole to Benjamin E. Cole, 1944). 


320 See Hauck (2013), 214. In email correspondence between Hauck and Corcoran, Novem- 
ber 2, 2023, Hauck identified Albert W. Dodge as his source for the seven-burials statistic, 
saying that Dodge shared that information when Hauck was interviewing Dodge for the 
Dodge biography that appears at Hauck (2013), 458-475. 


931 Unidentified. No candidate found in Federal censuses for 1850—1880 or 1900 (the 1890 
Federal census having been lost in a fire). See also page 228. 


32 T. Johnson (1975). See also “Slave Cematary" [sz], MS (1965), unsigned notes: “according 
to tradition / Dodge’s [sz] Row / Driveway # of Donald Bell’s House on Dodge’s [sic] Row.” 
“/” indicates a line break in the manuscript. Essex County Deeds Plan 1939:69 (“Plan of Land 
Belonging to Harriet A. Wilkins & Mary A. Leach,” 1939); and 109:24 (“Plan of Land in Wen- 
ham, Property of Harriet R. Nikas & Priscilla M. Lawson,” 1967). Crowley and Lunt (1954), 
941. Findagrave.com, memorials #61446903 and 126434371. 


93 See Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation & Essex National Her- 
itage Commission (2005), 5, 8, 11, 17. 

324 Lieut. John Dodge apparently had financing (for construction of the gristmill, at least) 
from Thomas Fiske Sr. (bp. 1630-1707), who also had an interest in the White's Mill Complex. 
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Wenham Historical Society (1930), 84. Maps: R. Dodge, MS (1795). S. Brown (1806, undated 
copy), “Orne’s Mills. *Dodge[']s Sawmill.” Hales (1825), “Mills.” Lillie (1976), “Saw & Grist 
Mill of Lt. Richard Dodge.” Osher References: Robinson (1879), 34. J. T. Dodge (1892), 46:388. 
J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:21, 35, 71. Wenham Historical Society (1930), 65, 67-69, 76, 83, 85, 153, 
157, 158. Wenham Historical Society (1938), 89. Wenham Historical Society, Supplement (1940), 
34-35. L. A. Dodge (1947), 7. L. A. Dodge (1968), I-8. For landing place to the east of Dodges 
Row adjacent to the dam see Essex County Deeds 28:228 (Josiah and Sarah Dodge to [Lieut] 
William Dodge, 1713). 

A tan yard abutted the mill complex during the second half of the 18% century. Essex 
County Deeds 111:232 (Skipper Dodge to Joshua Orne, 1765); and 178:254 (William Orne et 
al. to Joshua Orne [Jr.], 1796. Essex County Probate 20081 (Joshua Orne, 1784), :8 Inventory 
(1794), “tanyard [s] and bark house.” 


95 Essex County Deeds 178:254 (Israel [Jr.] and Abigail Dodge to Joshua Orne [Jr.], 1797). 
L. A. Dodge (1968), I-8. The deed describes the complex as “standing on the stream leading 
from Long Hamedon (so called) into Miles River.” The name of Longham Brook, therefore, 
appears to be a derivation of “Long Hamedon.” 


326 Although R. Dodge, MS (1795) omits the gristmill, Essex County Probate 7799 (Benja- 
min Dodge, 1810), :7 Inventory (1810) includes both the gristmill and the sawmill. J. T. Dodge 
(1892), 46:388. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:21. 


57 Appendix E. 

98  [Maj.] R. Dodge Jr., MS (1766—1807), 26. 

99  [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [sz]), second section, 16. 

330 R. Dodge, MS (1795), detail. Hales (1825), detail. 

31 November 11, 2023 photograph by Robert O. Corcoran. East side of Dodges Row. 


52 November 11, 2023 photograph by Robert O. Corcoran. West side of Dodges Row. The 
current Dodges Row bridge over Longham Brook was built in 1947. Essex County Deeds 
Plan 1946:850 (“Plan of Dodge’s Row from the Beverly City Line to Larch Row,” 1946), sheet 
3: 


55 Tae History: Essex County Deeds 12:87 (John and Mary Edwards to Thomas Edwards, 
1697), in which Josiah Dodge is identified as an abutter owning land in this location. Essex 
County Probate 7907 (Josiah Dodge, 1715), :38 Division of Real Estate (1719), “Claflin’s Lot.” 
Wenham Historical Society (1938), 89 (1713 description of new road “over the land of Josiah 
Dodge ... beginning at the ford below the corn mill of said Dodge”). To Andrew Dodge 
(1676-1748) per Essex County Deeds 100:101 (Joseph and Hannah Edwards to [Lieut.] Rich- 
ard Dodge, 1740), first parcel, in which Andrew Dodge is identified as an abutter owning land 
in this location. Essex County Probate 7780 (Andrew Dodge, 1748), :10 Will (1747), bequest 
to son Amos Dodge (1717-1755). Essex County Deeds 120:224 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary 
Dodge to Benjamin Edwards Jr., 1750[/1]), in which Amos Dodge is identified as an abutter 
owning land in this location. Essex County Probate 7946 (Phineas Dodge, 1759), :13 Inventory 
(1759), “about six acres of land lying by the road leading from [Phineas Dodge's| house to 
Dodge's mills.” Essex County Probate 7799 (Benjamin Dodge, 1810), :20-21 Will (1804), be- 
quests to widow Mehitable Dodge and Anne Brown (wife of William Brown). Essex County 
Deeds 205:170 (Mehitable Dodge et al. to [Dea.] William Dodge, 1815), first parcel. Essex 
County Probate 8007 ([Dea.] William Dodge, 1824), :8 Inventory (1824), seven-acre “Dodge 
Place." Essex County Deeds 303:16 (Joanna Dodge et al. to [Maj.] Andrew Dodge, 1837), first 
parcel; and 422:299 ([Maj.] Andrew and Ann Dodge to William Henry, 1848), first parcel. 
Essex County Probate 42124 (William H. Henry, 1870), :9 Inventory (1870), :16 Petition to 
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Sell Real Estate (1870), :25-26 Affidavit of Sale of Real Estate (1871). Essex County Deeds 
816:159 (George F. Dodge, administrator, to Mary R. Henry, 1871); 1433:271 (City of Salem, 
certificate as to taking of land, 1894); and 1438:376 (Mary R. Henry to City of Salem, 1895). 
Maps: Walling (1856), “W. Henry” House. Beers (1872), 95, “Mrs. W. H. Henry” House. The 
house does not appear on Walker (1884), 87 but does appear on Essex County Deeds Plan 
1433:271 (Land Taking for Longham Reservoir, 1894); and 1438:376 (“Plan of Mary R. Henry 
Property, Wenham, Mass.,” 1895). Lillie (1976), “Benjamin Dodge” House. 


334 Essex County Probate 7799 (Benjamin Dodge, 1810); and 7930 (Mehetabel [si] Dodge, 
1819). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:60. Essex Institute (1904), 106, 120, 190. Findagrave.com, me- 
motial #60948284. Mehitable Foster may have been the daughter of John and Mehitable 
(Burnham) Foster of Chebacco (Essex), baptized in 1736; see Essex Institute (1910), 1:147, 
2:169. For part ownership of the mill complex see Essex County Probate 7799:7, Inventory 
(1810), and Appendix E. 


55 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 67. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


56 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 67: “[#]104.Aug’t 19. Lucy 
Nego girl of Benjamin & Meh: Dodge." 


537 Photographed June 17, 1895 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843—1921). Image courtesy of 
the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, B. H. Conant Collection, x2017.313. This 
image previously appeared in Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 100. 


338 Title History: Essex County Deeds 12:87 (John and Sarah Edwards to Thomas Edwards, 
1697); 61:261 (Thomas Edwards to Joseph Edwards, 1725); 100:101 (Joseph and Hannah Ed- 
wards to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1740), first parcel; and 120:224 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary 
Dodge to Benjamin Edwards Jr., 1750[/1]). To Benjamin Edwards 3:3 (1727—1795). Essex 
County Probate 8593 (Benjamin Edwards [3*3], 1795), :5 Will (1779), bequest to sons John, 
Abraham and Benjamin 4*^. Essex County Deeds 191:33 (Abraham and Prudence Edwards to 
Benjamin Edwards [4], 1795); and 205:87 (John and Mary Edwards to Benjamin Edwards 
[4%], 1795). Essex County Probate 8594 (Benjamin Edwards [4t], 1828), :12, 17 Will (1816), 
:22 Inventory (1828), 40 acres with house, barn and other buildings on the north side of the 
road from the Brick Schoolhouse in Wenham to Beverly. Essex County Probate 38294 ([Dea.] 
Benjamin Edwards [5t], 1859), :6 Will (1855), :13 Inventory (1859), “the old homestead on 
the north side of the county road" consisting of 40 acres with house and other buildings be- 
queathed to son Francis Roberts Edwards (1812-1891). To his daughter Susan (1843-1909) 
and son Francis E. “Frank” Edwards (1857—1924). Essex County Deeds 1433:271 (City of 
Salem, certificate as to taking of land, 1894); and 1437:508 (Frank and Susan Edwards to City 
of Salem, 1895). Maps: Walling (1856), “B. Edward[s|" House. Beers (1872), 95, “F. R. Ed- 
wards” House. Walker (1884), 87, “F. R. Edwards” House. Essex County Deeds Plan 1433:271 
(Land Taking for Longham Reservoir, 1894). L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.- 
52.080. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.082. L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no 
date), 1973.52.084. Lillie (1976), *Benjamin Edwards" House. 

Note that the Benjamin Edwards House mentioned in L. A. Dodge (1947), 8, 9 and 
photograph opposite 10, located at 96 Dodges Row/346 Dodge Street, was owned by a dif- 
ferent Benjamin Edwards. That house was owned by Benjamin Edwards (ca.1776—1863) son 
of Jacob Edwards (1746—1823). Essex County Deeds 221:22 (Jacob and Sarah Edwards to 
Richard Dodge, 1819). Walling (1856), *L. P. Lefavour" House. Beers (1872), 95, “Mrs. E. C. 
Dodge" House. MACRIS, BEV.633 (2017). 


339 Essex County Deeds 120:224 (1751). Essex County Probate 8591 (Anna Edwards, 1805); 
and 8593 (Benjamin Edwards [354], 1795). Essex Institute (1904), 31, 32, 33, 88, 114. 
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For genealogical context: Srgt. Benjamin Edwards (ca.1662—1725), a much-younger 
brother of John Edwards (ca.1644—1697), married Martha Gaines in 1681. Their son Benjamin 
Edwards Jr. (ca.1698?—1774) married Abigail Lamson (d. after 1774) in 1718. Their son Ben- 
jamin Edwards 3*4 (1727-1795) married Anna Baker (1731—1804) in 1748. Their son Benjamin 
Edwards 4th (1758-1828) married Hannah Corning (1764—1840) in 1782. Their son Dea. Ben- 
jamin Edwards 5'^ (1788-1859) married Sally *Sukey" Roberts (ca.1791—1832) in 1812, and 
Abigail Roberts (1796-1885) in 1834. Essex County Probate 8592 (Benjamin Edwards [Jr.], 
1774); and 8593 (Benjamin Edwards [351], 1795). Spalding (1872), 387. Mills (1902), 60-61. 
Essex Institute (1904), 8, 31, 88, 101, 114, 122, 162, 195, 196. Topsfield Historical Society 
(1906—1907), 1:89, 2:72, 103. Essex Institute (1908), 54, 71. Corcoran (2021), 2:20, 21, 23, 243- 
245. Findagrave.com, memorials #60906179, 60906359, 60906462, 60906864, 60907042, 609- 
08093, 63653644, and 63653755. 


340 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 66. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
Although the church record renders her enslaver’s name as “Benjamin Edwards Jr.” and not 
as “Benjamin Edwards 354," the use of the suffix “Jr.” was meant to distinguish him from his 
father Benjamin Edwards (ca.1698?—1774) who was also alive at the time. 


511 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 66: “[#]137. May 24. Negro girl 
of Mr. Benjm. Edwards Jr. [siq.” 


52 L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1973.52.080, detail. Image courtesy of the Wen- 
ham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts. *14A[cres|" appears twice on the lot; “280 [feet]” 
appears along the west boundary. “W.P.D” at the upper left identifies the farm owned by 
William P. Dodge (1844—1927), father of attributed map-maker Louis A. Dodge; see Finda- 
grave.com, memorial #52534476. 


59 Essex County Probate 7956 ([Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1778). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:70-71. 
Essex Institute (1904), 21, 105, 170, 193. Essex Institute (1910), 2:140, 424. Findagrave.com, 
memorials #41855033 and #244249793. Mary is mentioned in Lieut. Richard’s will; see Essex 
County Probate 7956:4. 


54 Essex County Deeds 72:142 (John and Hannah Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1736); 
118:122 [Lieut.] William Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1752), fifth parcel; and 120:107 
([Capt.] Jacob and Elizabeth Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1759). Essex County Probate 
7956:2 Inventory (1778), :4-5 Will (1778), bequests of surveyor’s tools and interest in the 
Dodge Mill Complex. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:70-71. See Appendix E. 

The Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771 recorded a “shop” on Dodge’s property, when 
he was living in the Jonathan Hobbs House. The valuation doesn't tell us what the shop was 
used for. Were they workshops for making things for his own use on his farm, or workshops 
for making things for sale? Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. Pruitt (1998), 162. 


55 Tae History: Essex County Deeds 41:29 (Daniel and Sarah Claflin to Emerson Cogswell, 
1722). 'To Stephen Bennett but deed not recorded. Essex County Deeds 53:6 (Stephen and 
Susanna Bennett to John Dodge [3*3], 1728; and 72:142 (John [3*4] and Hannah Dodge to 
[Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1736), first parcel. Essex County Probate 7956:5 Will (1778), bequest 
to Nicholas Dodge (1754—1835) of “the remaining part of the homestead on the southern side 
of the highway." Essex County Probate 7956:2 Inventory (1778) includes three dwelling 
houses: the Amos Dodge House being one, Lieut. Richard's residence in the Jonathan Hobbs 
House being another, and this house apparently the third. Essex County Probate 7939 (Nich- 
olas Dodge, 1835), :8, 12 Will (1824), bequest to Nicholas Dodge Jr. (1777—1857); and 37665 
(Nicholas Dodge, 1857), :35, 39 Division (1861) to Jacob E. Dodge (1828-1905) and Francis 
M. Dodge (1826-1907), homestead abutting land belonging to the Baptist Parsonage. Essex 
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County Deeds 1448:59 (Jacob E. Dodge to Francis M. Dodge, 1895). Inherited by Adeline 
(Dodge) Cole from her father Francis M. Dodge. Essex County Deeds 4512:464 (Adeline P. 
Cole to Benjamin E. Cole, 1944); and 4512:466 (Benjamin E. Cole to Sarah C. Tuckerman et 
al., 1958). Maps: Walling (1856), “N. Dodge” House. Essex County Deeds Plan 78:19 (“Plan 
of a Portion of Larch Row,” 1949). Lillie (1976), “Lt. Richard Dodge c.1674” House. Osher 
References. MACRIS, WNH.I (2017). Findagrave.com, memorials #51646722, 59657225, 609- 
40383, 60941724 and 60947657. See also Beers (1872), 95, *F. M. Dodge" House; Walker 
(1884), 87, “F. M. Dodge” House; and Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 35, “Mrs. 
E. B. Cole” House for a later house that was built on the property. 

Essex County Deeds 41:29 (Daniel and Sarah Claflin to Emerson Cogswell, 1722) de- 
sctibes a three-acre homestead bounded by highways to the west, north and east. The deed 
also says the homestead was bounded by land of Phineas Dodge and Sarah Dodge to the 
south. That Phineas and Sarah owned abutting land (along Longham Brook upstream of the 
Dodge Mill Complex) is confirmed by Essex County Probate 7876 (John Dodge Jr., 1704), :8 
Division (1712); Essex County Deeds 41:267 (Amos Dodge to Phineas Dodge, 1712) and 41: 
268 (division of property between Phineas Dodge and Ruth Dodge, 1714). In addition, 72:142 
states that the farm purchased by Lieut. Richard Dodge abutted Lieut. William Dodge's “Six- 
Acre Lot”—which appears to be the six-acre lot on the southwest side of Grapevine Road 
described in Essex County Deeds 27:2 (John and Hannah Bare to William Dodge, 1714), sec- 
ond parcel. For Daniel Claflin see Wight (1903), 21. 

Although John Dodge referred to himself as “John Dodge Jr.” in Essex County Deeds 
72:142, he was the John Dodge 34 born in 1703 who announced his intent to marry Hannah 
Webster in 1734. J. T. Dodge (1892), 1:34. Essex Institute (1904), 108, 174. Essex Institute 
(1910), 2:137, 448. 


56 "Town of Wenham, MS (1695-1743), unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births 
Marriages and Deaths, frame 72). Essex Institute (1904), 180. 


57 Tt is an assumption that the “Adam Black" in the Lieut. Richard Dodge household in 
1735 and the “Adam” in the Capt. Jacob Dodge household in 1738 were the same man. Ra- 
tionale: We know that Adam Black was living in 1742 because it is clear that the baptismal 
records for Adam Jr. and Jenny are for the children of Adam Black, the man who married 
Jean/Jenny Black. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 119, 122. The two 
baptismal records provide no surname for either Adam or “Jenny”—which tells us that Adam 
Black’s surname didn’t always appear in records of events after 1735. Neither of the baptismal 
records provides the name of Adam or Jenny’s enslaver(s). 


348 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 118. Baptisms not also in 
Essex Institute (1904). “Owning the covenant” denoted the absence of a conversion or per- 
sonal confession of faith that would otherwise allow for full communion with the church. 


59 "Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 180). Essex Institute (1904), 180, 181. A Dinah 
(John Gott Jr. household) was baptized in 1754 at the same time as her brothers Hampshire 
and Caesar. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 44. Essex Institute 
(1904), 84. But the baptismal record identifies her as the daughter of enslaved people Hazard 
and Flora and not as the wife of Manning, indicating that there were two Dinahs. 

Might Manning have been associated—either legally or biologically—with the family of 
Paul Dodge (ca.1709—1773) of Ipswich or the Manning family of Ipswich? Paul Dodge had a 
daughter-in-law Anna Manning and a great-grandson Manning Dodge (1795—1873). J. T. 
Dodge (1894), 1:39, 66, 107. Findagrave.com, memorial #75907157. 
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559» Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55: “[#]22. Dec: 12 Manning 
[#]223. & Abijah Servants of Mr Richard Dodge.” 


531 "Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 180): “November. 16% 1744.—An Intente [sid 
of Mattiag [sz] Betwen [s]: Maning [s] a melatoo [s] and Dinah a melatoo [sz]: Both of 
Wenham was published." Note that, although Manning had been baptized by the Wenham 
Congregational Church two years earlier, the church did not record their wedding. 


352 Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. 
55 For identification see the discussion of the Daniel Claflin House. 


354 Tate History: Essex County Deeds 12:104 (Jonathan and Rebeccah Hobbs to [Srgt.] Ben- 
jamin Edwards, 1694); 30:75 ([Srgt.] Benjamin and Mary Edwards to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 
1716); and 100:100 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1742[/3]), first parcel. 
Essex County Probate 7956 ([Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1778), :2 Inventory (1778), :5 Will (1778), 
bequest of “my dwelling house" to Simon Dodge (1750-1815) and Nicholas Dodge (1754— 
1835); 7978 (Simon Dodge, 1815), :8 Will (1812), bequests to Mary Edwards Dodge (1773— 
1842) and Obadiah Dodge (1781—1828); 7940 (Obadiah Dodge, 1828), :11 Inventory (1828), 
half a house; and 7939:7, 12 Will (1824), bequest to Polly Dodge of “my half part of the old 
house standing by the northerly side of the highway where my son Nicholas Dodge [Jr.] now 
lives." To Nicholas Dodge Jr.'s daughter Lydia C. (Dodge) Curtis (1810—1894) but deed not 
recorded. Essex County Deeds 605:215 (John and Lydia C. Curtis to Abraham Edwards, 
1860); 605:216 (Abraham and Nancy Edwards to John Curtis, 1860); 905:262 (John W. Curtis 
to Lydia C. Curtis, 1874); 987:159 (Lydia C. Curtis to Zachariah Cole, 1877), first parcel; 987: 
160 (Zachariah and Lucy B. Cole to Lydia C. Curtis, mortgage, 1877); and 1620:169 (Zachariah 
Cole to Amos M. Kidder, 1900). Maps: Walling (1856), “J. Curtis” House. Beers (1872), 95, 
“Mrs. L. C. Curtis” House. Walker (1884), 87, “Mrs. L. C. Curtis" House. Walker Lithograph 
& Publishing Co. (1910), 35, *A. M. Kidder" House. Lillie (1976), *Dwelling House of Lt. 
Richard Dodge.” Osher References: MACRIS, WNH.I (2017) and WNH.227 (no date). For ge- 
nealogy see J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:71, 116-117; and Findagrave.com, memorials #55657976, 
60914002, 60941724 and 75790523. 

The Benjamin Edwards who owned the property is identified as Srgt. Benjamin (ca.1662— 
1723), because—although his marriage to Mary is unrecorded—Town of Wenham, MS (1695— 
1743), unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 44) 
recorded the death of Srgt. Benjamin on September 29, 1723 immediately followed by that of 
Mary Edwards on October 24, 1723. Mills (1902), 61. 


55 Dodge bought yet another house in 1740, the John Edwards House discussed on pages 
158-159, which he sold in 1751. Essex County Deeds 100:101 (Joseph and Hannah Edwards 
to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1740), first parcel; and 120:224 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary Dodge 
to Benjamin Edwards Jr., 1750[/1]). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:70. It is possible that the Dodges 
used the John Edwards House—and not the Daniel Claflin House or the Jonathan Hobbs 
House—as their residence during the 1740s, but no evidence has been found indicating that 
they did so. 


556 [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [szz), first section, 8, 13, 17, 18, 28, 31, 35, 56, 60, 66. The 
beauty of colonial-period writing is that it often uses phonetic spelling of words. Dodge's use 
of the name “Byiah” tells us that “Abijah,” when spoken, wasn’t said with a hard “j” sound 
but rather was said with a soft “y”? sound. 


557 [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [sz]), first section, 8. 
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358 Cole (attributed), MS transcription, Dodge to Dodge (1725). The former enslaver was 
apparently Lieut. Nehemiah Dodge (1720-1758) and not Nehemiah Dodge (1699—1783), as 
the former is known to have lived in Ipswich while the latter lived in Wenham before moving 
to Littleton. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:60-61, 78. 


359 The Boston Post-Boy, June 3, 1751, 2: 
RAN-away from his Master Richard 
Dodge of Wenham, in the County of Essex, on Wednesday last, 
A likely Negro Man-Servant, named Hazard, of a yellowish Com- 
plection [sé], middling Stature, about 30 Years of Age, speaks pretty good 
English, well-set: Had on when he went away, a white cotton and 
linnen [sz] Shirt, a homespun Coat mix'd with a cast of Blue, tow Trow- 
sets, blue worsted Stockings, a dark Wig, a Beaver Hat, and a Pair 
of Pumps, with large silver Buckles mark’d D. H. He has a Scar a- 
cross the middle of each of his Legs of two Inches long, cut by an Ax. 
He carried off with him a fine large Bay Horse, Fourteen Hands high, 
Valued at 200 7 old Tenor, a natural Pacer, us'd to Drawing, and has 
a Sore in the middle of his Back; the said Horse being the Property 
of his Master. Whosoever shall take up the said Servant and Horse 
and return them to the said Dodge in Wenham, shall have Five Pounds 
old Tenor Reward for each, and all necessary Charges paid 
Wenham, May 30th 1751. per me, Richard Dodge. 
N.B. All Persons whatsoever are hereby caution’d against conceal- 
ing or carrying off said Negro and Horse, as they would avoid the 
Penalty of the Law. 


*D. H.," whose initials were engraved on the silver shoe buckles worn by Hazard, has 
yet to be identified. A week later Dodge ran a similar ad in the same newspaper, but without 
the reference to the stolen horse. Had the horse perhaps wandered home? The new ad changed 
the amount and currency of the reward, and provides a reminder that the word “dollar” ap- 
plied to certain currencies that were in circulation well before the establishment of the United 
States. The Boston Post-Boy, June 10, 1751, 2: 

RAN-away from his Master Richard 

Dodge of Wenham, in the County of Essex, on Wednesday last, 

A likely Negro Man-Servant, named Hazard, of a yellowish Com- 

plection [sé], middling Stature, about 30 Years of Age, speaks pretty good 

English, well-set: Had on when he went away, a white cotton and 

linnen [sid Shirt, a homespun Coat mix'd with a cast of Blue, tow Trow- 

sets, blue worsted Stockings, a dark Wig, a Beaver Hat, and a Pair 

of Pumps, with large silver Buckles mark'd D. H. He has a Scar a- 

cross the middle of each of his Legs of two Inches long, cut by an Ax. 

Whosoever shall take up the said Servant and will convey him to his 

Master in Wenham, or secure him in any of his Majesty's Goals [jails], so as he 

may have him again, shall have EIGHT DOLLARS Reward, and 

all necessary Charges paid by me, Richard Dodge. 

N.B. All Masters of Vessels and others are hereby caution’d against 

concealing or carrying off said Negro as they would avoid the Penalty of 

the Law. Wenham, June 5. 1751. 
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59 The Boston Post-Boy, June 3, 1751, 2. The Boston Post-Boy, June 10, 1751, 2. Wenham First 
Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 44, 56, 60. Cole (attributed), MS transcription, 
Dodge to Dodge (1725). Bly (2012), 110. 


361 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 44, 56 (Hazard’s owning the 
covenant), 60 (Hazard’s church admission), 68. Essex Institute (1904), 84, 226. 


362 [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [sic], first section, 7, 11, 28, 67; second section, 11, 12, 19, 
20, 33, 34. 


363 Tibbetts, ed. (1904-1907), 4:32. Smith (1975), 400. Knoblock (2003), 263. The list of the 
Boston’s sailors (see Tibbetts and Smith) does not include the sailors’ race or the town of origin, 
and therefore it is an assumption that Hampshire Dodge the sailor and Hampshire Dodge the 
enslaved member of the Lieut. Richard Dodge household were the same man. However, it 
should be noted that Lieut. Richard himself fought in the Continental Army (Secretary of the 
Commonwealth (1896—1908), 4:834) and therefore might have been supportive of his enslaved 
labor joining the fight against the British. Knoblock, however, hypothesized that the sailor 
might have been of New Hampshire origin, by virtue of the sailor’s first name. Of interest: 
other sailors aboard the Boston included Cato Austin, Scipio Brown, Nero Freeman, Cuff Free- 
man, Caesar Fairweather, Caesar Lee, Hazard Quashey, Cato Wood and Cuff Wood—appar- 
ently other enslaved men who were fighting the British? 

364 Essex County Probate 7956:2 Inventory (1778), :4 Will (1778). Cole (1943), 91, incor- 
rectly rendered as “Hempstead.” Two anonymous enslaved people (genders and ages not rec- 
orded) were part of the Lieut. Richard Dodge household in the Massachusetts Tax Valuation 
of 1771, one of whom was apparently Hampshire. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. Pruitt 
(1998), xvii, 162. The valuation tallied enslaved people who were between the ages of 14 and 
45. 


55 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 44. Essex County Probate 
15516 ([Ens.] Benjamin Kimball, 1766), :8 Inventory (1766). Essex Institute (1904), 84. 


56 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 44, 67. Essex Institute (1904), 
84, 226. 

56€  [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [sz]), first section, 7; second section, 20. 

5$ Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 68. 

59 Essex County Probate 7956:2 Inventory (1778), :4 Will (1778). Cole (1943), 91. Two 
anonymous enslaved people (genders not recorded) were part of the household in 1771. It is 


possible that one of these people was Sylvie. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. Pruitt (1998), 
xvii, 162. The valuation tallied enslaved people who were between the ages of 14 and 45. 

50 Essex County Probate 7956:2 Inventory (1778), :4 Will (1778). Cole (1943), 91. Two 
candidates for the child's father are Hampshire and Jack. Hampshire—who is known to have 
been in the household until 1778— seems to be a stronger candidate than Jack. 

51 Essex County Probate 7870 (Capt. Jacob Dodge, 1793), :19, Inventory (1793); and 7956:2 
Inventory (1778), :4 Will (1778). Pompey himself does not appear in either inventory. 


52 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 96. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 
55 Kenney et al., MS (1838). Prudence Dodge (1789—1869), Mary Dodge (1790—1852), Wil- 
liam Dodge (1797-1850), Richard Dodge (1803-1850), Augustus Dodge (1812-1858), Mary 


A. B. Dodge (1807—1890), Lydia C. Dodge (b. 1810), Prudence E. Dodge (1817-1892), and 
Eliza A. Dodge (1819—1899); see Appendix G. 
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5^ Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 68: “[#]57. June 14. Flora Ne- 
gro Maid of Richard Dodge.” 67: “[#] 108 Oct': 19. Caesar Negro Boy of M" Richard Dodge.” 


55 Ibid., 68: “between these twe died July two negro Children one of Richard Dodge & ye 
other of John Dodge.” 


56 Dodge’s Island appears to have been the island that Richard Dodge Jr. (ca.1643—1705) 
bought of Robert Bradford (ca.1627—1707). The Bradford-to-Dodge deed was not recorded, 
and Bradford’s deed of acquisition was not recorded. But Essex County Deeds 19:3 (Richard 
Dodge [Jr.] to Daniel Dodge, 1703) describes it as “the Island which I Purchased of Mr. Robert 
Bradford of Beverly afores[ai]d Lying Northeasterly from Longham River & Bounded on its 
Northeastern Side on The Town Common Land of Wenham afores[aid]." J. T. Dodge (1894), 
1:39. 


57  L. G. Dodge (1976), x2014.277r, punctuation and capitalization edited. See Appendix F 
for an image of the letter. Dodge does not identify the “Pomp” of Pompey's Island as Pompey 
Black. Lawrence G. Dodge (1882-1978) was born in Wenham, the son of Robert Francis 
“Frank” Dodge (1829-1901), who lived in the John Thorne Dodge House (on the former site 
of the Lieut. William Dodge House) as early as 1856 (Walling) and as late as 1884 (Walker). 
He appears in an 1895 photograph of the John Thorne Dodge house (B. H. Conant Collection, 
Plate #01032), shown on page 184. United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1910:468:7. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #60392367. For recipient of the letter Susanne “Snooky” (La- 
Croix) Phippen (1927-2015) and the Phippens’ residence at Hurdle Hill Farm, 253 Larch Row, 
Wenham see “Susanne Phippen” (2015), Castelluccio (2019), and Findagrave.com, memorial 
#169458479. Essex County Deeds 13634:186 (Henry P. Phippen and Nicholas A. Grace, trus- 
tees to Anne Ward Phippen, 1996). Essex County Deeds Plan 280:60 (“Compiled Plan of 
Land in Wenham, MA,” 1992); and 308: 86 (“Plan of Land in Wenham, MA,” 1996). 

Most of the Iron Rail Property was formerly part of the Helen C. Frick Estate. Although 
the town of Wenham bought much of the estate, it did not buy all of it. Essex County Deeds 
6110:304 (Girls Clubs of America, Inc. to Town of Wenham, 1974) and Plan 6110: 304 (“Plan 
of Land in Wenham, Property of Iron Rail Fund of Girls Clubs of America, Inc.,” 1974). 
Dodge's reference to the Iron Rail original land is an indirect reference to this fact and an 
indication that Pompey’s Island was on that portion of the estate that was purchased by the 
town. The proposed site of Pompey’s Island is surrounded on three sides by swamp, and not 
by meadow as described by Dodge. But it is important to note that various parts of town that 
are swampy today used to be meadow. For example, in 1968 Louis A. Dodge spoke of meadow 
along the Miles River just south of Walnut road—but that area is now flooded. L. A. Dodge 
(1968), I-8. 
5$ "The only other reference found for Pompey's Island is this: “Pomp’s Island. On land 
owned by Robert Frank Dodge, in squate between Grapevine Road, Larch Row and Rubbly 
Road." Phillips (1938), 107. It is problematic that Robert Frank Dodge did not own the pro- 
posed site (see the title history for the Richard Dodge Jr. House at page 206), although he did 
own the abutting farm (i.e., the former Lieut. William Dodge Farm). The site near the town’s 
water tower is assigned a medium level of conviction as being Pompey’s Island because (1) no 
other site fits the 1976 description but (2) no map has been found that shows Pompey’s Island. 
If hypothetically there were a competing site, the near-water-tower site would be assigned a 
low level of conviction. If hypothetically there were a map that shows Pompey Island, the site 
on such a map would be assigned a high level of conviction. 


5? See also the discussion of Amos and Jimmy at page 228. 


380 Wenham property map by CAI AxisGIS via Wenhamma.gov. 
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381 Essex County Deeds 19:3 (Richard Dodge [Jr.] to Daniel Dodge, 1703); 19:120 (Richard 
Dodge [Jr.] to Richard Dodge [353], 1703); 22:189 (Richard Dodge [Jr.] to [Lieut.] William 
Dodge, 1703); and 27:103 (settlement of bounds between Daniel Dodge and [Lieut.] William 
Dodge, 1712). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:39-41. 


332 For identification see the discussion of the Daniel Claflin House. 


383 Title History: Essex County Deeds 19:3 (1703), first parcel. Essex County Probate 7810 
(Daniel Dodge, 1740), :5 Will (1740). Essex County Deeds 96:90 (David and Anna Dodge to 
John Low, 1750); 101:21 (John and Elizabeth Low to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1750[/1]; and 
125:256 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary Dodge to [Capt.] John Dodge [“Jr.”], 1768). To Capt. John 
Dodge's brother Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1738-1802) but deed not recorded. Essex County 
Deeds 338:59 ([Maj.| Richard and Mary A. B. Dodge to Levi Dodge, 1843); and 347: 281 (Levi 
and Matilda Dodge to [Maj.] Richard Dodge, 1844). Essex County Probate 37680 ([Maj.] Rich- 
ard Dodge, 1850), :5 Inventory (1850), :25 Administrator's Account (1853). Essex County 
Deeds 447:37 (Richard Dodge [Jr.], administrator, to Henry Dodge and Benjamin Hawkins, 
1851); 538:171 (Henry Dodge et al. to Knott Martin, 1856); 922:273 (Martha Martin et al. to 
William J. Goldthwait, 1875); 950:153 (William J. Goldthwait to Thomas Thompson, 1876), 
first parcel; 1592:507 (Orin P. Thompson et al. to Oscar A. Melville, 1899); 1658:202 (Oscar 
A. and Abba D. Willard to Henry H. Melville, 1901); 1674:391 (Henry H. Melville to George 
L. Allen, 1902); 1674:392 (George L. Allen to Marchia [si] Lord Melville, 1902); 1992:247 
(Henry H. and Marcia Lord Melville to George Lockhart Allen, 1909); 1996:259 (George Lock- 
hart and Florence L. Allen to Henry Clay Frick, 1909); 2944: 526 (Helen C. Frick to Iron Rail 
Vacation Home, 1933); 3277:245 (Helen C. Frick to Iron Rail Vacation Home, 1941); 4079:280 
(Iron Rail Vacation Home to Iton Rail Fund of Girls Clubs of Ametica, Inc., 1954); and 6110: 
304 (Girls Clubs of America, Inc. to Town of Wenham, 1974). Maps: Walling (1856), *H. 
Dodge" House. Beers (1872), 95, “Mrs. M. Martin" House. Walker (1884), 87, “Mrs. M. Mar- 
tin" House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 35, *H. C. Frick" House. Essex 
County Deeds Plan 62:31 (“Portion of Helen C. Frick Estate, Wenham, Mass.,” 1930); and 
6110:304 (*Plan of Land in Wenham, Property of Iron Rail Fund of Girls Clubs of America, 
Inc," 1974). Other References: J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:39-40, 69-70. Wenham Historical Society 
(1938), 69, 117, 132, references to the David Dodge property near the Grapevine Road bridge 
over Longham Brook (also called the Mill River). L. Brown (1976). Wenham Historical Asso- 
ciation & Museum (1992), 101-103. Janes (2011), 67. 

When the Iron Rail House was sold in 1750, the abutting farm to the east was already “in 
possession of" Lieut. Richard. Essex County Deeds 96:90 (David and Anna Dodge to John 
Low, 1750). This suggests that Lieut. Richard did not actually occupy the Iron Rail House as 
his own residence. 


384 Title History: Essex County Deeds 6271:39 (Pond View Corporation to Lynne F. Warren, 
1976); 6554:24 (Lynne F. Warren to Arthur D. Weeks 354, 1978); 7068:101 (Arthur D. Weeks 
3 to Patricia D. Halleran, 1983). Essex County Deeds Plan 139:52 (“Subdivision Plan of Land 
in Hamilton, Mass.," 1976), Lot D. Other References: “Iron Rail is Wenham purchase choice” 
(1974). L. Brown (1976). Shore (1976). “House move gets ok" (1976). “Iron Rail house travels 
trouble-free" (1976). 


385 J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:25-26. Essex Institute (1904), 111, 114 (marriage on February 23, 
1667[/8], 192, 193. Essex Institute (1916—1925), 1:255. Findagrave.com, memorials #416- 
56671 and 47853484. 


556 Essex County Deeds 19:3 (1703) and 19:120 (1703). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:38-39. Cole 
(1943), 90-91. 
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387 Essex County Probate 7882 (Capt. John Dodge, 1811). Porter (1878), 257. J. T. Dodge 
(1894), 1:116. Essex Institute (1904), 25, 70, 108, 157, 191. Findagrave.com, memorial #418- 
54868. 


388 [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [sz]), second section, 16. 
389 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1790:690. 


59 Although Hardesty’s focus is on pre-Revolution Boston, his model replaces the tradi- 
tional dichotomous conception of enslavement and freedom with a continuum of unfreedom. 
Hardesty (2016), 2. 


5! Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792—1847), 33. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


392 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1800:562. Sally was apparently the person 
of color tallied in the “John Dodge Jr.” household in the 1800 Federal census for Wenham. 
But if so, the census-taker's inclusion of “Jr.” is problematic. Could it be that Capt. John’s son 
john Dodge Jr. (1761—1834) was considered the head of the household? J. T. Dodge (1894), 
1:174-175. If Sally had been /rz/y treated as a free person of color who was employed by Dodge 
for pay, the record of her burial wouldn't have identified her by her occupation as a “girl of” 
(employee of) Dodge. 

5,3 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 33: Oct. 16 Was buried Sal, a 
black girl of Capt. J. Dodges, aged 16. Consum|[ptio]^." Notice the use of the word “black” 
instead of “negro.” 


5,4 Unidentified photographer. No date. Image courtesy of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, 
Massachusetts, x2023.166. 'The people in the image are unidentified. This image was also pub- 
lished in Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 103. 


35 Lillie (1971). Photographed in December 1971. Image courtesy of the Wenham Museum, 
Wenham, Massachusetts, x2010.094. 


5 Title History: Essex County Deeds 22:189 (Richard Dodge [Jr.] to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 
1703); and J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:39-41. (Although the deed doesn't quantify the acreage, Lieut. 
William probably received a 50-acre parcel, since brother Daniel's abutting portion of the farm 
was 50 acres large) Essex County Deeds 118:122 [Lieut.] William Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard 
Dodge, 1752), first parcel. Essex County Probate 7956 ([Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1778), :2 In- 
ventory (1778), :4-5 Will (1778) bequest to sons Simon (1750-1815) and Nicholas (1754— 
1835). Acquisition by Lieut. Richard's son Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1738—1802) not recorded, 
but by 1768 per 125:256 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary Dodge to [Capt.] John Dodge [‘Jr.”], 
1768). Essex County Deeds 166:70 ([Maj.] Richard [Jr.] and Lydia Dodge to John Thorn[e] 
Dodge, 1798). Essex County Probate 37613 (John T[horne] Dodge, 1851), :10 Will (1844) 
bequest to son Richard, :6 Codicil (1850) bequest to heirs of son Richard, :17 Inventory (1851). 
Essex County Deeds 876:236 (Mary A. B. Dodge et al. to George Wheatland, 1873), first 
parcel; 876:237 (George Wheatland to John T. Dodge et al., 1873), first parcel; 911:264 (John 
T. and Hettie P. Dodge to Thomas P. Pingree, 1874) first parcel; 972:197 (Mary A. B. Dodge 
and Mary Ann Pingree to Harriet E. Pingree, 1877); 1794:303 (Lester E. and Georgia E. Libby 
to Harriet E. Pingree, 1905); 2121:305 (Harriet E. Pingree to Henry C. Frick, 1911), first parcel; 
2944:526 (Helen C. Frick to Iron Rail Vacation Home, 1933); 3277:245 (Helen C. Frick to 
Iron Rail Vacation Home, 1941); 4079:280 (Iron Rail Vacation Home to Iron Rail Fund of 
Girls Clubs of America, Inc., 1954), first parcel; 6110:304 (Girls Clubs of America, Inc. to 
Town of Wenham, 1974); 6117:780 (Girls Clubs of America, Inc., to Bryant and Doris K. 
Barnard, 1974); 10576:283 (Bryant and Doris K. Barnard to Bryant and Doris K. Barnard, 
1990); and 28844:185 (Bryant and Doris K. Barnard to Doris K. Barnard 1990 Trust, 2009). 
Maps: Walling (1856), “R. F. Dodge" House (Robert Francis “Frank” Dodge (1829-1901), 
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grandson of John Thorne Dodge (1764—1851)). Beers (1872), 95, “R. Frank Dodge" House. 
Walker (1884), 87, *R. Frank Dodge" House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 35, 
“Mrs. H. G. Pingree" House. Essex County Deeds Plan 2121:1 (“Plan of Land in Hamilton & 
Wenham Belonging to Harriet E. Pingree," 1911), showing Rubbly Road prior to the straight- 
ening of its curve; 62:31 (“Portion of Helen C. Frick Estate, Wenham, Mass.," 1930); 6110:304 
(“Plan of Land in Wenham, Property of Iron Rail Fund of Girls Clubs of America, Inc.,” 
1974); 6126:85 (“Plan of Land in Wenham Prepared for Bryant Barnard,” 1974); and 6152:406 
(“Plan of Land in Wenham Prepared for Bryant Barnard,” 1975). Lillie (1976), “Lt. Richard 
Dodge, Originally the farmhouse of the first Richard Dodge.” Osher References. Wenham His- 
torical Society (1938), 175, 209-210 (1721 and 1725 perambulations of the Hamilton-Wenham 
town line referring to Lieut. William Dodge’s property). Wenham Historical Society, 7730— 
1775 (1940), 46 (1739 perambulation). L. G. Dodge (1976), x2014.277r; see Appendix F. Wen- 
ham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 101-103, Robert Dodge House. For genealogy 
see J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:41, 70-71, 115-117, 174; and Findagrave.com, memorials #54059417 
and 60392114. 


57 In 1752 Lieut. William Dodge also gave farms in Ipswich and Wenham to his adult sons 
William Jr. (1705-1777), Capt. Jacob (1716-1792) and Skipper (1721-1785), his other adult 
son Isaac (1708-1791) having moved to Boxford. Essex County Deeds 119:154 ([Lieut. Wil- 
liam Dodge to William Dodge [Jr.], 1752); 124:64 ([Lieut.|] William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob 
Dodge, 1752), first parcel; and 117:90 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), 
first parcel, with life estate for Skipper Dodge. See J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:41, 72-73 for Isaac 
Dodge's move to Boxford. 

When the Iron Rail House was sold in 1750, the abutting farm to the east (i.e., the Lieut. 
William Dodge Farm) was already “in possession of" Lieut. Richard. Essex County Deeds 
96:90 (David and Anna Dodge to John Low, 1750). This tells us that Lieut. Richard was already 
farming the land that his father would give him two years later. 


398 The transfer of ownership occurred by 1768 but it was not recorded. Essex County 


Deeds 125:256 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary Dodge to [Capt.] John Dodge [“Jr.”], 1768) identi- 
fies Maj. Richard as an abutter who owned property corresponding to the Lieut. William 
Dodge Fatm. 

Lieut. Richard Dodge gave houses to his other adult children who lived in Wenham. Son 
Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) received the Iron Rail House, daughter Mary (b. 1742) received 
the Amos Dodge House, son Simon (1750-1815) received half of the Jonathan Hobbs House, 
and son Nicholas Dodge (1754—1835) received half of the Jonathan Hobbs House and all of 
the Daniel Claflin House. (Was the Daniel Claflin House on the small side, warranting a two- 
part bequest to Nicholas?) Daughter Sarah (b. 1746) does not appear to have received a house, 
but that might be because she and her husband had moved to New Hampshire about the year 
1765. Essex County Deeds 125:256 (1768); 118:120 (Amos Dodge et al. to [Lieut.] Richard 
Dodge, 1760); and Essex County Probate 7956:5 Will (1778). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:71, 120. 


39 J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:41. Giddings (1882), 24-25. Stocking (1897), 1:28, 36. Knowlton 
(1903), 7-8, 20-21, 164-169. Essex Institute (1904), 34, 112, 113, 118, 123, 139, 193, 194. Essex 
Institute (1910), 2:141, 142, 183, 263. Ganz (2013), 125-126. Corcoran (2021), 1:129-135. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #41855044. 

400 Essex County Deeds 28:228 (Josiah and Sarah Dodge to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 1713); 
and 124:64 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), third parcel. J. T. Dodge 
(1894), 1:70-71. 

41 Cole, MS transcription, Hilton to Dodge (no date). Cole (1943), 90, which has a typo- 
graphical error of “1722.” 
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42 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 96, death on May 8. New-Eng- 
land Weekly Journal, Boston, May 17, 1731, 2. Essex Institute (1904), 226, which has a typo- 
graphical error saying he died on May 18. 


^5 Essex County Probate 7956:2 Inventory (1778), :4 Will (1778); and 7870 (Capt. Jacob 
Dodge, 1793), :19, Inventory (1793). For William Hilton 34 see Hassam (1877), 9-10; and 
Findagrave.com, memorial #50398655. 


^"^ Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 93. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 
The record of Peter’s death identified his enslaver as “William Dodge.” Although the record 
didn't specify William as Liew/. William Dodge, it seems unlikely that Peter's enslaver was Wil- 
liam Dodge Jr. (1705-1777), because the record would have included the suffix “Jr.” to dis- 
tinguish him from his father. Furthermore, William Jr. was only 18 yeats old at the time of 
Peter's death. The earliest use by William (1678—1765) of the Lieutenant title that has been 
found is the 1731 record of the death of enslaved household member Pompey. Wenham First 
Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 96. For William Dodge Jr. see J. T. Dodge (1894), 
1:71-72. 


45 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 95. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 
The record of Jenny's death identified her enslaver as William Dodge." Although the record 
didn't specify William as Lieut. William Dodge, it seems unlikely that Jenny's enslaver was 
William Dodge Jr. (1705-1777), because the record would have included the suffix “Jr.” to 
distinguish him from his father. The earliest use by William (1678—1765) of the Lieutenant 
title that has been found is the 1731 record of the death of enslaved household member Pom- 
pey. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 96. For William Dodge Jr. see J. 
T. Dodge (1894), 1:71-72. 


406 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 55, 118. Essex Institute (1904), 
180. Essex Institute (1910), 2:471, 474. Although Essex Institute (1904) renders her name as 
“Vetu,” Essex Institute (1910) renders her name as “Violet.” Jack's baptism not recorded in 
Essex Institute (1904). Violet might have been baptized in Ipswich in 1742; see Essex Institute 
(1910), 1:404. For Choate see Findagrave.com, memorial #64288063. 


47 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 66. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
The record of Susanna’s death identified her enslaver as “William Dodge.” Although the rec- 
ord didn’t specify William as Lieut. William Dodge, it seems unlikely that Susanna’s enslaver 
was William Dodge Jr. (1705-1777), because the record would have included the suffix “Jr.” 
to distinguish him from his father. Furthermore, William Jr. was living in Ipswich by 1752, per 
Essex County Deeds 119:154 ([Lieut. William Dodge to William Dodge [Jr], 1752). 

^9 Cole, MS transcription, Hilton to Dodge (1723). 


49 New-England Weekly Journal, Boston, May 17, 1731, 2: “On Saturday, the 8th instant, a 
Negro Boy about 15 [sic] years old, belonging to Wenham, driving a Team down the hill that leads 
to Topsfield-Bridge, was crush'd to Death, by the overturning of the Cart.” 

40 ‘Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 93: “[#]30. Dect. 17. 1723. Pe- 
ter, W™ Dodge's Negro.” 95: “[#]77. Octob. 20. 1728. Mt. W™. Dodge Negro Girl Jenny." 96: 
“[#]112. May 8. 1731. Pompey, a negro-boy of Lieut. W™. Dodge’s kill’d by a cart Æt. 14.” 
^! Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 118: “[#]221] Feb: 13 Jack, ne- 
gro Servant of Mr. W. Dodge.” 


42 Ibid., 66: “[#]121. May 16. Susanna Negro Woman of W™ Dodge.” 
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^ Acquisition not recorded, but see Essex County Deeds 125:256 ([Lieut.] Richard and 
Mary Dodge to [Capt.] John Dodge [r."], 1768) for a reference to Richard Dodge Jr. owning 
property in this location. 


^^ Essex County Probate 7957 (Maj. Richard Dodge, 1802), :4 Will (1801), bequest to wife 
Lydia. Dodge (1894), 1:57, 71, 115-116. Essex Institute (1904), 28, 109, 111. 


45 Secretary of the Commonwealth (1896—1908), 4:834. 


^16 Essex County Deeds 166:70 ([Maj.| Richard [Jr.] and Lydia Dodge to John Thorn[e] 
Dodge, 1798) recorded the sale of Maj. Richard's 60-acre farm with house and other buildings 
to son John Thorne Dodge. The deed recorded the consent of wife Lydia Dodge—something 
that was required at the time if she were living in the house, but was optional if she weren't 
living there. Thus, it is almost certain that the former Lieut. William Dodge House was Lydia's 
residence (and therefore Maj. Richard's residence) prior to 1798. For John Thorne Dodge see 
J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:174 and Findagrave.com, memorial 2260947924. Per Essex County 
Deeds 166:70, Maj. Richard sold his farm to his son in July 1798. In October 1798, a statewide 
property assessment recorded Maj. Richard living on a 39'/2-acre farm and John Thorne Dodge 
living on a 100-acre farm. The assessment's entry for Maj. Richard is immediately following 
the entry for John Thorne Dodge, which suggests (but does not prove) that their properties 
abutted each other. “Massachusetts and Maine Direct Tax," MS (1798), 394. 

Two years later when Maj. Richard wrote his will, he bequeathed part of “the dwelling 
house I now live in" to his wife and “the homestead farm I now live on and occupy" (acreage 
not identified) to his daughters. Essex County Probate 7957:4-5 Will (1801), spelling edited. 
Unfortunately, subsequent deeds are vague as to the location of the homestead that the Dodge 
daughters inherited, and the title history hasn’t been determined past 1805. Essex County 
Deeds 185:295 (Amos and Marcia T. Lee to Nehemiah Standley, 1802); 185:295 (Amos and 
Marcia T. Lee to Nehemiah Standley, 1802), second deed, first parcel; 185:295 (John T. and 
Elizabeth Dodge to Nehemiah Standley, 1802); 185:296 (John T. and Elizabeth Dodge to 
Nehemiah Standley, 1802), second deed, first parcel; 185:296 (Joseph Patch to Nehemiah 
Standley, 1805); and 185:296 (Joseph Patch to Nehemiah Standley, 1805), second deed, first 
parcel. Town of Wenham (1959), 140. 


^7 "Town of Wenham (1959), 113, 130 (references from 1796 and 1799 respectively). 

^48 The Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771 tallied just one enslaved member of the Dodge 
household, his or her name, gender and age not recorded. Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. 
Pruitt (1998), xvii, 162. The valuation tallied enslaved people who were between the ages of 
14 and 45. We know that at least two enslaved men, Scipio Lee Dodge and Abner, were part 
of the household in 1771. The unanswered question is whether one of these men was older 
than 45 (i.e., born in 1726 or earlier), or did the appraiser who made the valuation look the 
other way and undercounted Dodge’s enslaved workers? 

49 [Maj.] R. Dodge Jr., MS (1766-1807), 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 18, 26, 27, 31. 

*?9  [Maj.] R. Dodge [Jr.], MS (1775). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:174. Secretary of the Common- 
wealth (1896-1908), 4:837. 

^! [Maj.] R. Dodge Jr., MS (1766-1807), 6, 7, 8. 

422 [bid., 7. 

423 Ibid., 9, 31. 

424 "There were two enslaved men named Abner living in Wenham in the 1770s, the man 


discussed here and the Abner who was in the Nathaniel Brown Jr. (ca.1705—1778) household 
by 1774 if not by 1771, discussed on pages 76-77—either of whom could have been the Abner 
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baptized in 1752 and was in the White household in 1762. The Abner in the Brown household 
was identified by name in Brown’s will of 1774 and is probably one of the three anonymous 
enslaved people tallied in the Brown household in the Massachusetts Tax Valuation of 1771. 
Town of Wenham, MS (1771), 318. Essex County Probate 3756 (Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1778). 


Pruitt (1998), 160. If the Abner in the Brown household was indeed one of the three people 
tallied in 1771, then he and the Abner in the Dodge household were two different men—since 
the Abner in the Dodge household was recorded as being in the Dodge household in 1771 
and 1773. [Maj.] R. Dodge Jr., MS (1766-1807), 9, 31. But if the Abner in the Brown house- 
hold was ze/ one of the three people tallied in the Brown household in 1771, then it's possible 
that the two Abners from the 1770s were the same man: part of the White household in 1762, 
part of the Dodge household during 1771—1773, and part of the Brown household by 1774. 


45 [Maj] R. Dodge Jr., MS (1766-1807), 31. 


426 Photographed May 28, 1895 by Benjamin H. Conant (1843-1921). Image courtesy of the 
Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, B. H. Conant Collection, Plate #01032. The boy 
in the image is Lawrence G. Dodge (1882-1978). This image previously appeared in Wenham 
Historical Association & Museum (1992), 101. 

Essex County Deeds 166:70 ([Maj.| Richard [Jr.] and Lydia Dodge to John Thorn[e] 
Dodge, 1798), making reference to “a dwelling house and other buildings lately erected on the 
premises by John Thorne Dodge.” Lawrence G. Dodge, a great-grandson of John Thorne 
Dodge, reiterated family tradition that John Thorne Dodge built the house about 1798; see L. 
G. Dodge (1976), x2014.2770. 


?7 Wenham Historical Society (1930), 99. Wenham Historical Society, Supplement (1940), 5. 
For John Coy: Essex Institute (1904), 189; and Findagrave.com, memorial #113777819. 


428 Title History: Essex County Probate 6463 (John Coye [sz], 1738), :12 Will (1734[/5?], 
bequest to son Caleb Coy; 6457 (Caleb Coye [si], 1754), :5 Inventory (1754), :9-10 Settlement 
of Real Estate (1756), :12-14 Settlement of Real Estate (1757), :23-24 Widow's Dower (1755); 
5571 (William Cleaves, 1782), :14 Widow's Dower (1784), :25 Inventory (1783); and 5555 (Jo- 
anna Cleaves, 1790), :15 Will (1789), bequest to children William Cleaves Jr., Joanna Parsons, 
Mary Cleaves and Polly Cleaves. Gap in title history. Essex County Deeds 1190:287 (Asenith 
D. Stillman, guardian to John K. Dodge, 1887); 1190:287 (Sarah E. Woodman et al. to John 
K. Dodge, 1887); 1190:288 (John K. Dodge to Asenith D. Stillman, 1887); 1321:492 (Asenith 
D. Stillman to Frederick H. Prince, 1891); 1400:87 (Frederick H. and Abbie Norman Prince 
to William H. Fleming, 1894), first parcel; 1400:90 (William H. Fleming to Abbie Norman 
Prince, 1894), first parcel; and 3581:497 (Abbie Norman and Frederick H. Prince to Gordon 
College of Theology and Missions, 1947), fifth parcel. Maps: Walling (1856), house opposite 
“G[eorge] Wyatt" House. Beers (1872), 95, “E[dwin] Stillman” House. Walker (1884), 87, 
“E[dwin] Stillman” House. Walker Lithograph & Publishing Co. (1910), 6, 35, “Abby N. 
Prince et als.” House. R. C. Allen (1937). Essex County Deeds Plan 76:55 (“Preliminary Plan 
of Princemere, Property of Mrs. Abby Norman Prince,” 1948), unnumbered lot between lots 
101 and 106. Lillie (1976), “William Cleaves” House. Other References: Wenham Historical So- 
ciety (1930), 91 (“Pleasant Pond” being the earlier name for Coys Pond), 99-100, 130, 133, 
164-165. Wenham Historical Society (1938), 21-22, 175. Wenham Historical Society, Supple- 
ment (1940), 5, 10 (Pleasant Pond), 37-38, 81-82, 104-105. For George Wyatt (b. ca.1808) see 
United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1860:25, household adjacent to the Stillman 
household. For Edwin Stillman (1814-1884) and Asenith D. Stillman (1852-1900) see Finda- 
grave.com, memorials #60947609 and 60947613. See also Wenham Historical Association & 
Museum (1992), 104-105 and Janes (2011), 69 for content on “Princemere,” the Prince estate 
that included the site of the Caleb Coy House. 
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429 Essex Institute (1904), 101, 144, 175, 189. Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 
1:209, 2:74, 200, 301, 330, 409. Findagrave.com, memorial #30395452. For occupation see 
Essex County Deeds 101:23 (Caleb Coye [s] to John More, 1753). 


^9 Essex County Probate 6457:3 Inventory (1754), :18 Additional Account of Administrator 
(1755). 


^?! [Maj.] R. Dodge Jr., MS (1766-1807), 7, 31. Scipio was also known as Scipio Lee Dodge. 
In Maj. Dodge's account book he recorded work done for Coy by *Nicholas" during 1768 
without providing any clues as to Nicholas’s identity. If, for the sake of discussion, Nicholas 
was an enslaved man, it is noteworthy that Dodge doesn't record the hiring-out of Nicholas 
on other occasions—since Dodge repeatedly hired out enslaved men Scipio (Scipio Lee 
Dodge) and Brookes that year. Consequently, we have to consider the likelihood that Nicholas 
was a member of Maj. Richard's family. While Maj. Richard Dodge did not have a son named 
Nicholas, he did have a younger brother by that name. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:71, 115-116. As 
for the other men hired out by Dodge, he did not have a son, brother or nephew named 
Brookes, Arnold, Abner, or Frank (or Francis). 


^2 Essex Institute (1904), 19, 99, 101, 188, 189. Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 
1:78, 91, 2:63, 74. For occupation see Essex County Probate 5571 (William Cleaves, 1782), 
multiple references to “yeoman.” 


45 Essex County Probate 5571 (William Cleaves, 1782), :25 Inventory (1783): 36 acres of 
land in eight parcels, total estate valued at £230 135 64. 


53 Caesar was tallied in the 1771 Massachusetts Tax Valuation; see Town of Wenham, MS 
(1771), 318. Pruitt (1998), xvii, 162. The valuation tallied enslaved people who were between 
the ages of 14 and 45. It is an assumption that the anonymous enslaved boy in Caleb Coy's 
1754 probate inventory was Caesar. But given Cleaves’ moderate financial means, it is difficult 
to imagine him investing in the purchase of a second enslaved person (in addition to the person 
Cleaves inherited) instead of investing in more land. Similarly, if hypothetically Caesar died 
soon after being transferred to Cleaves, it is difficult to image Cleaves replacing him with a 
different enslaved person. 


45 [Lieut.] R. Dodge, MS (1766 [sz]), second section, 3. 
496  Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 202. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


487 Essex County Deeds Plan 76:55 (“Preliminary Plan of Princemere, Property of Mrs. 
Abby Norman Prince," 1948). 


48 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 202: “[#]309. Decem» 6. 
Negro Servant of M: W™ Cleves.” A portion of the word “Deaths” can be seen, oriented 
vettically. 


UNIDENTIFIED HOUSE SITES 
& UNIDENTIFIED ENSLAVERS 


APER TRAILS are fragile things. Sometimes all it takes is for one doc- 
Piem to go missing or unfiled and we lose the ability to put a person 
in historical context. As pointed out earlier in this text, there are five 
cases of Wenham enslavers whose house sites later in life have been identi- 
fied, but whose house sites when they were known to have bad an enslaved person in 
their household earlier in life have not been determined: 
e Isaac Giddings, prior to 1767 (page 85) 
e Peter Dodge (page 103) 
e = Nathan Brown, prior to 1784 (pages 128-130) 
e Capt. Jacob Dodge, prior to 1743 (page 136) 
e Lieut. Richard Dodge, prior to 1736 (page 160) 
There are three additional Wenham enslavers for whom no house site has 
been determined. This chapter covers those cases, providing the information 
that is available about the enslaved people associated with the respective en- 
slavers. Also included: enslaver Joseph Cummings of Ipswich, an enslaved 
member of whose household was baptized in Wenham. 

This chapter also reviews those cases where enslavers cannot be deter- 
mined, or cannot be determined conclusively. Fifteen adults have been iden- 
tified as having been enslaved, or were people of color who were (1) botn 
before the Revolution and (2) have not otherwise been identified as a free 
person of color. Two additional adults (Fortune Freeman and Winnie) ate 
included, people of color whose legal status has not been determined. 
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UNIDENTIFIED HOUSE SITES 


1. TheRichard Hubbard Dodge House 
e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved child by 1762 
e — Residence of Phoebe by 1762 


Richard Hubbard Dodge (1737—1815) was a son of enslaver Capt. Jacob 
Dodge (1716-1792). He married Joanna Herrick (1738—1814) in 1758 and 
moved to Sutton, Massachusetts, by 1764. They had seven children.° No 
deed was filed by Dodge for the purchase or sale of a house in Wenham. His 
father Capt. Jacob owned multiple properties in Wenham, and it’s likely that 
Richard Hubbard Dodge lived on one of them—but no information has been 
found that indicates which property Richard may have lived on, let alone 
where his house was located on that property.” 

In April 1762 an anonymous enslaved child (gender not recorded) died 
while part of the Dodge household, the child’s death being recorded by the 
Wenham Congregational Church.*4! Phoebe, an enslaved woman of both Af- 
rican and European descent, was part of the Dodge household at that time. 
In November 1762 she married Archelaus (ca.1714—1789), a man who had 
previously been enslaved by Edward Waldren Jr. (1727-1822) and was en- 
slaved by Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792) at the time of their wedding.^? It’s 
possible that the child who died in 1762 was Phoebe’s, but there is no evi- 
dence that this was the case. If Phoebe wasn’t the mother, then there’s a 
possibility that the Dodge household included another enslaved woman who 
has gone unrecorded. We don’t know whether Phoebe went to Sutton with 
the Richard Hubbard Dodge family. But by 1766 she had been transferred to 
the Skipper Dodge household in Wenham, discussed on page 143. 
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Record of the death of the anonymous enslaved infant in the Richard 
Hubbard Dodge household, 1762.^? 


Unidentified House Sites C Unidentified Enslavers 215 


| VaLeh [SOTA OF htm 
Cy 2 b 7 Q ad Cad hagro" ros m se Podge 


| | hebe Phoadtota ter” ‘Of en Hubb Dey * 
Boothby (Deni oam. F 


“The Wast Maru Dave oj "Shine 


Town clerk’s record of Archelaus (“Argalus”) and Phoebe’s wedding, 
1762." 


2. The Thomas Dodge House 


e — Residence of an anonymous enslaved man by 1736 


Thomas Dodge (1700-1736) was a younger brother of enslaver Josiah 
Dodge Jr. (1698—after 1772). He married Sarah Porter (1706-1794) in 1724, 
and they had six children. Sarah was a sister of enslaver Mary (Porter) Cue 
(1700-1795) .445 

Thomas didn’t record his deed when he acquired his farm. He did not 
inherit the property, although it’s possible that Thomas may have been given 
his farm by his father Josiah Dodge (1665—1715) prior to Josiah’s death. His 
wife Sarah did not inherit the property. In 1739 her father John Porter (1658— 
1753) deeded his sons 18 acres along Alewife Brook (the stream that exits 
Wenham Lake) on the condition that they pay Sarah and her sisters £5 each 
within twelve months after his death—but there was no deed for Porter’s 
daughters. There is no probate file for John Porter.“ 

Thomas died just shy of his 36" birthday, intestate. He owned multiple 
pieces of real estate and his homestead was 54 acres large. Unfortunately, 
neither Thomas’s estate inventory nor the document describing the division 
of his real estate provide enough clues to locate the homestead.” Thomas's 
son Benjamin Dodge (b. 1729) bought his siblings’ interests in their father’s 
real estate^? but Benjamin's paper trail ends there. There doesn't appear to 
be a deed recording Benjamin's sale of his farm; there's no probate file for 
him in Essex County; and no record has been found of his marriage or of his 
children. (Did Benjamin move away, outside of Essex County?) 
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An anonymous enslaved “Indian” man was part of Dodge's household 
when Dodge died in 1736. The term “Indian” was used to refer to people 
who were indigenous to New England as well as people who were indigenous 
to the Caribbean. In addition to farm work he likely worked at the Dodge 
Mill Complex, of which Dodge was part owner. 


3. The William Lofty House 
e Residence of an anonymous enslaved infant in 1759 


In 1759 an anonymous enslaved infant (gender not recorded) died while 
part of the William Lofty household, the infant's death being recorded by the 
Wenham Congregational Church. The presence of an enslaved infant indi- 
cates there was probably also an enslaved woman (the infant’s mother) in the 
household who has gone unrecorded.*? 

William Lofty and Prudence Wilkens were married in Wenham in 1746, 
and the births of five of their children were recorded in Wenham between 
1747 and 1763. William and Prudence lived in Marblehead prior to moving 
to Wenham and moved to Manchester by 1765, but no records have been 
found for their births or deaths. No deed was filed by Lofty for the purchase 
or sale of a house in Wenham. In 1753 the Loftys were living with Ipswich 
resident Samuel Patch (1733-1807), but Wenham’s town records are silent 
on where the Loftys were living in 1759.45! 
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Record of the death of the anonymous enslaved infant in the William 
Lofty household, 1753.45 
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4. The Joseph Cummings House, Ipswich 
© — Residence of Phyllis in the Joseph Cummings household by 1768 


In 1768 an enslaved girl named Phyllis was baptized by the Wenham 
Congregational Church. Her enslaver was identified as Joseph Cummings 
of Ipswich (bp. 1722—1801),*+ and further research is needed to identify his 
house site.*? The fact that Phyllis was baptized in Wenham and not in Ips- 
wich is unexplained. She was probably the Phyllis Cummins [s/c] who married 
Pompey Procter in Salem in 1796.456 


' Me: a 


Record of Phyllis’s baptism, 1768.5" 
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ENSLAVED PEOPLE WITH UNIDENTIFIED ENSLAVERS 


1. Diannah (bp. 1738) 


In July 1738 an enslaved girl named Diannah was baptized by the Wen- 
ham Congregational Church and owned the covenant. In October of that 
year she was admitted to full communion. (She was called a “girl” in the rec- 
ords of her baptism and owning of the covenant, but the word “girl” does 
not appear in the record of her admission.) The record of each event identi- 
fies her enslaver as “Mrs. Patch,” and the record of her admission appears 
immediately after that for the admission of Ruth Patch.*5? Given the proxim- 
ity of the two admission records, it is tempting to assume that Ruth (Waldren) 
(Stone) Patch (b? de), wife of Stephen Patch (1680-1749), was Diannah’s en- 
slaver. However, this is only a hypothesis.*° 


Aun 


Record of Diannah's admission to full communion with the church, 
1738. The record follows that for Ruth Patch, who is a candidate for the 
identity of Diannah's enslaver.^*? 


2. Dinah (m. 1744) 


Dinah and an enslaved man named Manning announced their intention 
to marry in 1744, the town clerk’s record noting that both Manning and 
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Dinah were of both African and European descent but omitting the names 
of their respective enslavers.^9! We can identify Manning as the enslaved man 
by that name who was part of the Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) house- 
hold, discussed on page 160. 
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Town clerk's record of the intention of marriage of Manning and Dinah, 
1744€ 


3. Phyllis (Bryant) Freeman (ca.1762—1859) 
& Fortune Freeman (ca.1785—1840), undetermined legal status 


Phyllis Bryant was born about the year 1762 (when Wenham’s enslaved 
population was at or near its largest size) and died in 1859 (one of the very 
few people of color who lived in Wenham after the Revolution and ptior to 
the Civil War).^9 The identity of her enslaver has gone unrecorded, but it 
should be noted that in the 19'^ century she lived in a house on the west side 
of Dodges Row, just to the south of Longham Brook,* a site that was within 
the footprint of the former Benjamin Dodge Farm (page 148). 

The town clerk’s record of her death says that she was born in Wenham 
and that the names of her parents were unknown—or, probably more accu- 
rately, the names of her parents had been forgotten by whoever reported her 
death. That record includes the remarkable detail of the words “form[er]ly a 
slave."^5 One can only guess whether those words were written with admi- 
ration for what she survived ... or instead were written with derision. 

Phyllis married Fortune Freeman in 1813 at the Wenham Congregational 
Church. That recotd identifies both as being of Wenham, and identifies both 
as "blacks" (which in itself shows an evolution of language away from the 
commonly-used term “negroes” that had been used in Wenham during the 
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18% century). It identifies her as Mrs. Phyllis Bryant, which seems to indicate 
that she had been married previously. (Occasionally the title *Mrs." was given 
in cases where the bride had never been married but enjoyed a position of 
high social standing. Certainly that was not the case with Phyllis.) But the 
record provides no further clues about Phyllis's or Fortune's origins, and we 
don't actually know as a fact that Fortune had previously been enslaved.466 
When Fortune died in 1840, his age was recorded as 55 years, meaning that 
he was born about the year 1785—and there was a 23-year difference in Phyl- 
lis’s and Fortune's ages. (Given the year of his birth, it’s an open question 
whether Fortune was ever enslaved or was always a free person of color.) 

Fortune seems to have arrived in 
Wenham in 1809 (about the age of 24), 
which was the first year that he paid a 
poll tax in Wenham.^*' Neither Fortune 
nor Phyllis appears by name in the 1790, 
1800 or 1810 Federal censuses for Wen- 
ham, although both could have been tal- 
lied anonymously as membets of some- 


Phyllis survived en- 
slavement ... and later 
witnessed the exodus 
of Wenham's formerly- 
enslaved population to 
places like Boston and 
Salem ... and lived 
long enough to sign a 
petition to Congress 
seeking the abolition of 


one else's household. Indeed, Wenham 
residents Abraham Dodge (1764—1841) 
and Nicholas Dodge (1754—1835) each 
had a free person of color in their re- 
spective households in the 1800 cen- 
sus.468 Abraham Dodge (1764—1841), 
John Dodge Jr. (1761?-1834?4), Nich- 
olas Dodge Jr. (1777-1857) and Na- 
thaniel Kimball (1770-1855) each had 
one free person of color in their respec- 
tive households in the 1810 census.*"? But not all census-takers recorded eve- 


enslavement. 


rything they were supposed to. In the 1820 Federal census, Wenham's enu- 
meration excludes the column that tallied people of color. The Hamilton doc- 
ument (which is in the same handwriting as Wenham's) also excludes this 
column. The Danvers document, however, does include such a column. 
Phyllis Freeman appears by name in the 1830 census as the head of a 
one-person household, her age tallied in the over-55 category (indicating a 
birth prior to 1775). She was the only person of color tallied in the town.*! 
She is absent from the 1840 census—but no people of color were included 
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from Wenham in that year’s census. She reappears in the 1850 census, the 
head of a one-person household, age 80 (indicating a birth in 1770), with a 
birthplace of Massachusetts. She was one of two black people and four peo- 
ple of color tallied. Her data appears immediately after that for the Abraham 
Dodge 223 (1804-1887) family and immediately prior to that for the Benjamin 
F. Spiller (1809-1861) family.*? She makes her last census appearance in the 
Massachusetts state census of 1855 at the age of 83 (indicating a birth in 
1762), born in Massachusetts, the only person in her family but tallied as a 
resident of the house owned by Abraham Dodge 24.473 This on-again off- 
again appearance in the Federal censuses, and Fortune's absence, are perplex- 
ing. We can only guess how much of this phenomenon represented people 
of color’s avoidance of census-takers vs. census-takers’ avoidance of people 
of color. 

In 1838 Phyllis (but not Fortune) signed a petition to Congress calling 
for the abolition of enslavement and the trade of enslaved people; see Ap- 
pendix G. She was the only formerly-enslaved person to sign the petition. 

Fortune Freeman died in 1840, aged 55, the church's record of which 
noting that he died at Edwin Dodge's (1794—1860) house as a town pauper." 
(Dodge's house was to the northwest of the intersection of Grapevine Road 
and Hull Street.*5) The linkage of “Edwin Dodge's house" and “town pau- 
pet” gives the impression that Dodge was providing long-term housing to 
Freeman, i.e., it gives the impression that Fortune and Phyllis were living 
apart from each other. Given the 23-year difference between Phyllis's and 
Fortune's ages ... his apparent absence from her household in the 1830 cen- 
sus ... the absence of his signature on the 1838 abolitionists' petition ... and 
apparent residence at Edwin Dodge's at the time of his death, one suspects 
that Phyllis and Fortune had parted ways before 1830. In 1843, having waited 
until her early 80s, Phyllis was baptized by the Wenham Congregational 
Church.^^ In later life she was known colloquially as “Aunt Phyllis." A news- 
paper story written about her in 1889—capturing the author's recollections 
of conversations with her in the late 1830s or 1840s—telates her retelling of 
the story of a Wenham Neck enslaved man who attempted escape (probably 
Hazard in the Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) household, pages 164-167), 
as well as her identification of a Wenham Neck burial place of multiple en- 
slaved people (pages 149-150).477 
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Town clerk's record of the intention of marriage of Fortune Freeman 
and Phyllis Bryant, 1813.5 
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Church record of Fortune Freeman and Phyllis Bryant’s wedding, 
1813.4” 


Unidentified House Sites C Unidentified Enslavers 223 


frre f no cute 


; reme 


-= ae Yd a Pad 4 
zs et PLI iR Mica 


Phyllis Freeman's signature on a petition to Congress calling for the 
abolition of enslavement and the trade of enslaved people, 1838.5? 


Record of Fortune Freeman's death, 1840.**! 
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Record of Phyllis’s baptism, 1843.43? 
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4. Plassey (m. 1777) 


Plassey and a man named Boston announced their intention to marry in 
1777. Unfortunately, the manusctipt record of their announcement hasn't 
been found in either the Wenham town clerk's or Wenham Congregational 
Church's records; we know of it only through an early 20%-century collation 
of Wenhamvs vital records. In that collation Plassey’s name is accompanied 
by *[?]" which indicates that the rendering of her name might be incorrect. 
Boston is identified as a “servant” “of Ipswich.”483 No other information has 
been found about either individual. 


5. Patience & Samson (m. 1777) 


Patience and a man named Samson [sid announced their intention to 
marry in 1777, two weeks after Plassey and Boston’s announcement. The 
manuscript record of Patience and Samson’s announcement hasn’t been 
found; we know of it only through an early 20*-century collation of Wen- 
ham's vital records.**^ Sampson Brown (Nathaniel Brown Jr. household), dis- 
cussed on pages 76-78, is a strong candidate for Patience's fiancée, although 
this is just a hypothesis. Perhaps Patience was the “maid servant" that en- 
slaver Nathaniel Brown Jr. bequeathed to his wife when he wrote his will in 
1774.485 


6. Fortune Black(s) (active 1783 & perhaps 1809) 


A man named Fortune Black paid a poll tax in Wenham in 1793.486 Each 
year’s tax had three components—a poll tax, a tax on real estate and a tax on 
personal property—and was recorded by precinct, more or less in geograph- 
ical order within a given precinct. The names of people of color appeared at 
the end of each record’s list of Wenham residents and immediately before 
the names of out-of-town residents who were assessed a property tax. Based 
on where Fortune’s name appears in the tax record, we know that he was a 
person of color. In addition, a Fortune Black paid a poll tax in Wenham in 
1809.487 But given the absence of anyone by this name from Wenham’s poll 
tax records during the intervening 26 years, it seems likely that the men in the 
1783 and 1809 documents were two different people. Indeed, it is conceiva- 
ble that the Fortune Black of 1809 may have changed his surname that year 


Unidentified House Sites & Unidentified Enslavers 225 


and was possibly the same man as Fortune Freeman (ca.1785—1840), dis- 
cussed above. 


7. Abner Black (active 1783-1790) 


A man named Abner Black paid a poll tax in Wenham each year between 
1783 and 1790.58 As mentioned above in the discussion of Fortune Black, 
the names of people of color appeared at the end of each record's list of 
Wenham residents and immediately before the names of out-of-town resi- 
dents who were assessed a property tax. Based on where Abnet's name ap- 
pears in each year's record, we know that he was a person of color. No other 
record of him has been found. However, one wonders whether he was the 
same man as Abner Brown (page 77) who tried to live in Salem in 1790 but 
was warned out, perhaps adopting the surname Brown at the same time as 
his move to Salem. 


8. Scipio(s), Phoebe, Venus & Children (active 1784—1811) 


In 1784 a *young child" of Scipio and Phoebe died, the child's name, 
gender and age not recorded.^? In 1788 a four year-old daughter of Scipio 
and Venus died, that girl's name not recorded.^? In 1795 another child of 
Scipio and Venus died, his or her name, gender and age not recorded.^! All 
three deaths were recorded by the Wenham Congregational Church. 

It is very possible that the Scipio who partnered with Phoebe was the 
same man who later partnered with Venus, although no proof has been 
found that this was the case. But a complicating factor is that a Scipio Black 
appears in Wenham’s poll tax records between 1783 and 1790, and was the 
head of a three-person household in the 1790 census. Furthermore, a Scipio 
Freeman was the head of a four-person household in the 1800 census. *?? 
There was a certain amount of fluidity in the use of surnames by enslaved 
men (see, for example, the cases of Pompey Porter and Scipio Lummus on 
pages 69-70), and it is conceivable that Scipio Black and Scipio Freeman 
were the same man. It is also conceivable that Scipio Lee Dodge, who was 
part of the Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. (1738-1802) household as late as 1776 
(page 182), was the Scipio who partnered with Phoebe and/or Venus, 
and/or Scipio Black and/or Scipio Freeman. 
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Record of the death of the anonymous child of Scipio and Phoebe, 
1784.” 


Record of the death of the anonymous child of Scipio and Venus, 
1795.44 


y dn Mant Treas Mev loall agd 29. pace . 
Mart 15 Weer ni bof Yee Dore aç yo Drofrg 
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Record of Scipio's burial, 1811. He is identified as an “African.”4? 
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A man named Scipio, who was born about the year 1741, died in 1811, 
his death recorded by the Wenham Congregational Church.?9 Unfortu- 
nately, the record of his death doesn’t provide any information that allows 
us to identify him as the Scipio who partnered with Phoebe and/or Venus, 
or the Scipio Black of the 1790 census, or the Scipio Freeman of the 1800 
census. 

Phoebe does not seem to be the woman by the same name who mat- 
ried Archelaus in 1762 (pages 136-137, 214), since Archelaus lived until 
1789. 

No candidate has been found for Venus. 


9. Peter Black (active 1786—1790) 

A man named Peter Black paid a poll tax in Wenham each year between 
1786 and 1790.*" As discussed above in the context of Fortune and Abner 
Black, the names of people of color appeared at the end of each record's list 
of Wenham residents and immediately before the names of out-of-town res- 
idents who were assessed a property tax. Based on where Peter's name ap- 
pears in each year's record, we know that he was a person of color. No other 
recotd of him has been found. 


10. Tobijah (ca.1719—1789) 


Tobijah died in 1789 about the age of 70, his death being recorded by 
the Wenham Congregational Church.*99 No other information about him has 
been found. 
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Record of Tobijah's death, 1789.9? 
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11. Prince Freeman (active 1794) 


A man named Prince Freeman paid a poll tax in Wenham in 1794.50 As 
discussed above in the context of Fortune, Abner and Peter Black, the names 
of people of color appeared at the end of each record's list of Wenham resi- 
dents and immediately before the names of out-of-town residents who were 
assessed a property tax. Based on where Prince's name appears in the tax 
recotd, we know that he was a person of color. No other record of him has 
been found. 


12. Amos (active in the 19th Century) 


According to a 1975 article in a local newspaper, Donald Bell (1896— 
19779) said 

many years ago, [Bell] heard stories about an ex-slave named Amos 

who was still living in Wenham after the Civil War. [Bell] believes 

that Amos, and perhaps some other slaves, once lived in the area 

which is now his front yard 
at 14 Dodges Row.*! Amos is unidentified. He does not appear in Wenham’s 
Federal censuses for 1850—1880 or 1900 (the 1890 Federal census having 
been lost in a fire) or state censuses of 1855, 1865 or 1875.9? One question 
that has not been explored during the research of this book is whether any 
of the people of color living in Wenham after the Civil War had been enslaved 
in the South prior to the wat. 

In 1976 Eleanor (Cole) Coolidge (1894—1996) wrote to Susanne “Snooky” 
(LaCroix) Phippen (1927—2015) about an incident that occurred around the 
year 1897: 

A funny thing about Pompey (the black man) Lawrence (Dodge) 

mentioned. A black family lived near the Wenham Baptist Church 

near where Miriam Bell lives. I was told they were Pompey's rela- 
tives. They had a little boy by the name of Jimmy who became my 
brother's close friend, and he cut his finger badly. My brother told 

me “it bled white blood" so at the age of three, I went to call, and 

asked to see it. I'll never forget the spanking I received; the best 

ever.504 
Jimmy is unidentified. There are no people of color tallied in Wenham’s fed- 
eral census of 1900, and as note above, the 1890 census has been lost. Per- 
haps Jimmy was Amos’s grandson? 
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PERSON OF COLOR WITH UNDETERMINED LEGAL STA- 
TUS 


1. Winnie 

In 1950 local historian Adeline Cole wrote to Allan Forbes (unidentified), 
saying: 

Winnie, longtime a servant on the Nicholas Dodge farm, passed her 

later years in a cottage on the Gail Hamilton estate. Winnie was a 

mulatto with many a folk song to enliven her work. Hasty pudding 

was a standby supper dish, and the refrain of “Puff and Twitch” was 
better than a supper bell to the neighbors.° 
It hasn't been determined when Winnie was born or died, or whether her 
legal status was ever one of enslavement. 

Cole's reference to the Nicholas Dodge farm calls to mind Nicholas 
Dodge (1754—1835) as well as his son Nicholas Dodge Jr. (1777—1857) who 
owned the farm associated with the Daniel Claflin House (discussed on pages 
158-162), the property on which Cole lived. Nicholas Dodge (1819—1895)506 
is another candidate. Unfortunately, census records don't help identify Win- 
nie. No “Winnie” or “Winifred” who was a person of color appears in any 
Federal census for Wenham prior to 1950 or in the state censuses of 1855, 
1865 or 1875. 

“Gail Hamilton" was the pen name of author Mary Abigail Dodge 
(1833-1896), who was born in Hamilton.5 No “Winnie” or “Winifred” who 
was a person of color appears in any Federal census for Hamilton prior to 
1950 or in the state censuses of 1855, 1865 or 1875. 
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^9  Herrick and Herrick (1885), 238, 243. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:120. Essex Institute (1904), 
28, 45, 111, 129. Rice (1907), 415. Findagrave.com, memorials #6993532 and 6993533. 

J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:120 says that Richard Hubbard Dodge moved to Sutton in 1762, 
but enslaved household member Phoebe's marriage to Archelaus occurred in Wenham in No- 
vember of that year. Essex Institute (1904), 180, 184. In 1764 Richard Hubbard Dodge— 
identified in the deed as being of Sutton—bought a 97-acre farm with buildings in Sutton; see 
Worcester County Deeds 52:185 (Dudley and Allace [sic] Chase to Richard Hubbard Dodge, 
1764). 


^9 Dodge's surviving probate file does not have an inventory, and his will makes no mention 


of real estate other than the house in which he was living in Sutton. Worcester County Probate 
17130 (Richard H. Dodge, 1815). There is no probate file for him with Essex County. It is 
noteworthy—and unexplained—that Richard is not named in his father's will. Essex County 
Probate 7870 (Capt. Jacob Dodge, 1793), Will (1788). Was that perhaps because Capt. Jacob 
had already given a farm to Richard, the subsequent sale of which went unrecorded? 


^! Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 66. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
^2 Essex Institute (1904), 180, 181. 


^5 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 66: “1762 [#]127. April 15. an 
Infant negro Child of Richard Hubbard Dodge.” 


^^ Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 196): “Nov! 25 Argalus Negro Sert of Mt Jacob 
Dodge & Phebe [sz] Mollato [se] Sert of Rich Hubb? Dodge Both of Wenham.” Although the 
wedding was performed by Rev. Joseph Swain, he did not record it (or weddings he performed 
for others that year) in the Wenham Congregational Church’s record book. 


^5 Essex County Probate 7988 (Thomas Dodge, 1736); and 7975 (Sarah Dodge, 1794). Por- 
ter (1878), 237. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:62. White (1900), 1:50-51. Essex Institute (1904), 30, 72, 
105, 159, 193. 


^6 Essex County Probate 7907 (Josiah Dodge, 1715), Division of Real Estate (1719). Essex 
County Deeds 100:93 (John Porter to Benjamin and Nehemiah Porter, 1739). Porter (1878), 
235-236. 


^7 Essex County Probate 7988 (Thomas Dodge, 1736), :98-100 Division of Real Estate 
(1746), :102 Inventory (1736). One of his lots is mentioned as an abutting property in Essex 
County Deeds 72:142 (John [3:3] and Hannah Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1736), second 
parcel, the deed recording the sale of land near Grapevine Bridge (where Grapevine Road 
crosses Longham Brook). Another of his lots is mentioned as an abutting property in Essex 
County Deeds 124:54 (Josiah [Jr.] and Prudence Dodge to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 1742[/3], 
second parcel), but this lot was his thatch bank in Ipswich. 

Essex County Deeds 101:20 and 120:224, recording two transactions that occurred at the 
same time, provide the strongest clue to the site of the Thomas Dodge homestead. Essex 
County Deeds 101:20 (Benjamin [Jr.] and Abigail Edwards to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1750[/1]) 
describes a 12-acre pasture at Rocky Hill that abutted property owned by “heirs of Thomas 
Dodge." Rocky Hill is the hill at 57 Dodges Row; see Lillie (1976). Essex County Deeds 120: 
224 ([Lieut.] Richard and Mary Dodge to Benjamin Edwards Jr., 1750[/1]) recorded the sale 
of the John Edwards House discussed on pages 158-159 and 162. That deed mentions “heirs 
of Thomas Dodge" as abutting property owners for a parcel to the southeast of Dodges Row. 
Given the proximity of the John Edwards House to Rocky Hill, it seems that the property 
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owned by Thomas's heirs mentioned in 101:20 and the property owned by his heirs in 102:224 
were indeed the same parcel—although it is far from conclusive that this parcel was the site 
of Thomas Dodge’s house. 


^5 Essex County Deeds 145:107 (Israel and Abigail Dodge to Benjamin Dodge, 1758) and 
145:107 (Amos and Sarah Dodge to Benjamin Dodge, 1765). 


^9 Essex County Probate 7988:102 Inventory (1736). 


^0 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 67. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 


^! Essex County Deeds 113:128 (William and Prudence Lofty to Samuel Lee, 1765) and 
116:281 (Samuel Lee to William Lofty, discharge, 1770). Essex Institute (1904), 58, 143, 146. 
Wenham Historical Society, 1730-1775 (1940), 72. A Prudence Lofty married Jacob Ober in 
Manchester at the end of 1770. Essex Institute (1903), 193, 203. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#32473262. 


^2 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805), 67: “[#]90. [April] 21. An Infant 
Negro Child of W™ & Prudence Lofty.” 

453 Ibid., 178. Baptism not recorded in Essex Institute (1904). 

^*  Mooar (1903), 77-78. Topsfield Historical Society (1903-1916), 1:31, 214. Cummins 
(1904), 82-83. Cummings had a son Joseph Cummings Jr. (1745-1788). But if the son had 
been Phyllis's enslaver, her baptismal record would have included “Jr.” in his identification. 
Mooar (1903), 173-175. Cummins (1904), 191-194. Findagrave.com, memorial #106045160. 
55  Mooar (1903), 77-78. Cummins (1904), 82-83. 

^6 Essex Institute (1916—1925), 4:503, 521. 


^7 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 178: “[#]397. Nov: 13. Phillis 
[sic] Negro Girl of Jos Cumings [sz] of Ipswich." 

^5 Ibid., 39, 55, 123. Baptism not recorded in Essex Institute (1904). “Owning the covenant” 
denoted the absence of a conversion or personal confession of faith that would otherwise 
allow for full communion with the church. 


^9 Ruth (Waldren) Stone and Stephen Patch married in 1728. Essex Institute (1904), 152, 
168. W. G. Davis (1930), 11. When Stephen Patch died, his executor was his widow Ruth. 
Essex County Probate 20737 (Stephen Patch, 1749). See also Essex Institute (1904), 214; and 
Findagrave.com, memorials #155684424 (collaboration of the dates of her birth and death 
not found) and 155684550. 


400 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 39: “[#]100 Diannah, a Servant 
of mrs [sz] Patch.” 


461 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 180). Essex Institute (1904), 180, 181. A Dinah 
(John Gott Jr. household) was baptized in 1754 at the same time as her brothers Hampshire 
and Caesar. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 44. Essex Institute 
(1904), 84. But the baptismal record identifies her as the daughter of enslaved people Hazard 
and Flora and not as the wife of Manning, indicating that there were two Dinahs. 

462 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 180): “November. 16 1744.—An Intente [sid 
of Mattiag [sz] Betwen [s]: Maning [sz] a melatoo [s] and Dinah a melatoo [sic]: Both of 
Wenham was published.” 
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^5  *Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841—1915," Pre-1903:1859:frame 194, which gives 
her age as 99 (i.e., birth about the year 1760). However, the 1860 Federal Census Mortality 
Schedule, which recorded deaths that occurred during the preceding year, gives her age as 97 
(indicated birth about the year 1762). The mortality schedule also says that the state where she 
was born was unknown, and points out that she was “formerly a slave.” United States Census 
Bureau, 1860 Federal Census Mortality Schedule, Wenham, Essex County, Massachusetts, 2. 
The Massachusetts state census of 1855 corroborates her birth about the year 1762, giving her 
age as 83. Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1865 State Census, Essex County, Wenham, 14. 


^4 Curtis (1889), 1; and Curtis (1889, later transcription). Wenham Historical Association & 
Museum (1992), 99-100. See Appendix H. 


465 “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841—1915," Pre-1903:1859:frame 194. See also 
United States Census Bureau, 1860 Federal Census Mortality Schedule, Wenham, Essex 
County, Massachusetts, 2. 


^6 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1843), 152. Town of Wenham, MS 
(1700—1810), 12, 22 (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frames 294, 295). 
Essex Institute (1904), 180. 


^97 "Town of Wenham, MS (1803-1822), unnumbered pages (FamilySearch.org, Tax Records 
1731-1840, Wenham, Massachusetts, frames 420, 423, 427, 429, 435, 451.) 


468 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1800:562. Abraham Dodge (1764-1841) 
would later sign a petition to Congress advocating abolition of enslavement and the trade of 
enslaved people; see Appendix G. The 1800 census includes a free person of color who was 
part of the Dr. Tyler Porter household (i.e., Pompey Porter (1752-1833), pages 69-70) as well 
as four people of color who comprised the Scipio Freeman household (pages 225-227). It also 
includes a free person of color in the “John Dodge Jr.” household. This person seems to be 
Sally (ca.1791—1807), who was part of the Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) household—but if 
so, the census-taker's inclusion of “Jr.” is problematic. Could it be that Capt. John's son John 
Dodge Jr. (1761—1834) was considered the head of the household? See J. T. Dodge (1894), 
1:174-175. 


49 J, T. Dodge (1894), 1:174-175. 


470 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1810:50. Abraham Dodge (1764—1841) 
would later sign a petition to Congress advocating abolition of enslavement and the trade of 
enslaved people; see Appendix G. The 1810 census includes a free person of color who was 
part of the Dr. Tyler Porter household (i.e., Pompey Porter (1752—1833), pages 69-70). 

^! United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1830:513. 

^? United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1850:297. Per Walling (1856) and Beers 
(1872), the Abraham Dodge 2? family lived on the west side of Dodges Row to the north of 
Longham Brook and the Benjamin F. Spiller family lived on the east side of Dodges Row to 
the south of Longham Brook. For identification of Abraham Dodge 2^4 see Dodge (1968), 
111-8. 


^5 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1865 State Census, Essex County, Wenham, 14. 
^^ Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1843), 42. Essex Institute (1904), 226. 


^5 Walling (1856), *E. Dodge" House. Essex County Deeds 655:51 (Edwin and Betsey 
Dodge to Mehitable T. Williams, 1858). 


^6 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1843), 72. Baptism not recorded in 
Essex Institute (1904). 
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^" Curtis (1889), 1; and Curtis (1889, later transcription). Wenham Historical Association 
& Museum (1992), 99-100. See Appendix H. 

478 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), 22 (Ancestry.com, Wenham Births Marriages and 
Deaths, frames 295): “Mt Fortune Freeman & Mrs Phillis [s] Bryant both of Wenham, En- 
tered their Names & intention of Marriage with me Sept. 4^ 1813. & where [s/] posted as the 
law directs the 5t day of the same Month. Gave certificate Sept. 20 1813. P. Paul T[own] 
Clerk." The unusual signature *P. Paul” was made by town clerk Paul Porter. 


^9 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1843), 152: “Oct. 10 Mr Fortune Free- 
man to Mrs Phillis [sé] Bryant (Blacks) both of Wenham.” 

480 Kenney et al., MS (1838). 

4! Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1843), 42: “Sept 2 [was buried] Mr 
Fortune Freeman (a negro) died at Edwin Dodge[]s as a town pauper 55 yrs.” 

482 Ibid., 72: “Nov. 15. Phillis [sz] Freeman—on her own acct.” The expression “on her own 
account” is a reference to the fact that she was baptized as an adult. 

483 Essex Institute (1904), 180, 181. 

^^ Ibid., 181. 

^5 Essex County Probate 3756 (Nathaniel Brown [Jr.], 1778). 3756:9 Will (1774). 

456 "Town of Wenham, MS (1783-1803), unnumbered pages (FamilySearch.org, Tax Records 
1731-1840, Wenham, Massachusetts, frame 229). 

47 "Town of Wenham, MS (1803-1822), unnumbered page (FamilySearch.org, Tax Records 
1731-1840, Wenham, Massachusetts, frames 417.) 

488 "Town of Wenham, MS (1783-1803), unnumbered pages (FamilySearch.org, Tax Records 
1731-1840, Wenham, Massachusetts, frames 226, 229, 232, 236, 240, 244, 247, 252). 


49? Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 188. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
Given the child’s likely birth after the Revolution, he or she is deemed to have been a free 
person of color and therefore excluded from Appendix A. 


40 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 180. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
Given the girl’s birth after the Revolution, she is deemed to have been a free person of color 
and therefore excluded from Appendix A. 


4! Wenham First Congregational Church (1792-1847), MS, 30. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
Given the child’s likely birth after the Revolution, he or she is deemed to have been a free 
person of color and therefore excluded from Appendix A. 


42 "Town of Wenham, MS (1783-1803), unnumbered pages (FamilySearch.org, Tax Records 
1731-1840, Wenham, Massachusetts, frames 226, 229, 232, 236, 240, 244, 247, 252, 256, 260, 
264, 266, 269, 272, 275); no entries found for Scipio Freeman during the period 1783 through 
1813. United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1790:690 and 1800:563. 


43 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 188: “[#]506. June 12. a young 
Child of Scipio & & [sz] Phebe [si] blacks.” 

494 Wenham First Congregational Church (1792-1847), MS, 30: “March 9. The black child 
of Sips & Venus deceased.” 

^5 Ibid., 34: “April 16 Was burried [sic] Scipio, an African & Pauper, about 70 Dropsy.” It's 
possible that his identification as “an African” was a generic reference to his race and not 
necessarily a record of his origin. 
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46 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1843), 34. 

47 "Town of Wenham, MS (1783-1803), unnumbered pages (FamilySearch.org, Tax Records 
1731-1840, Wenham, Massachusetts, frames 254, 258, 264, 266, 270, 273). 

48 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 179. Essex Institute (1904), 227. 
499 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805), 179: “[#]345. March 14. Tobi- 
jah a Negro. /Etat: about 70.” 

99 Town of Wenham, MS (1783-1805), unnumbered page (FamilySearch.org, Tax Records 
1731-1840, Wenham, Massachusetts, frame 314). 


501 T. Johnson (1975). For Bell see Crowley and Lunt (1954), 941. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#126434371. 

502 The reference to Bell’s “front yard" as the locus of enslaved people's residence seems 
odd. Was Bell perhaps misquoted? 

55 See Appendix F. 

504 Coolidge (1976). Coolidge was the daughter of Wenham historian Adeline Cole; see 
“Massachusetts, U.S., Marriage Records, 1840-1915,” 1915:Mancester:599 (frame 1); and 
Findagrave.com, memorial #75267880. For recipient of the letter Susanne “Snooky” (La- 
Croix) Phippen see “Susanne Phippen" (2015); Castelluccio (2019); and Findagrave.com, me- 
motial #169458479. For Miriam (Woodward) Bell (1908—1989), wife of Donald Bell, see 
Findagrave.com, memorial #126434381. 

55 Cole (1950). 

56  Findagrave.com, memorial #60947666. 

507 Essex Institute (1908), 16. Findagrave.com, memorial #50076450. 
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APPENDICES 


Identified Members of Wenham’s Enslaved Com- 
munity 


Data 


1774 Newspaper Account Regarding Nathaniel 
Brown Jr. 


Ownership of the White’s Mill Complex 
Ownership of the Dodge Mill Complex 
Pompey's Island 

1838 Petition for the Abolition of Enslavement 
*Boyhood's Memories” 

Street & Place Names 


The “Mystery Stones” 
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APPENDIX A: 
IDENTIFIED MEMBERS OF WENHAM'?S 
ENSLAVED COMMUNITY 


Between 109 and 124 enslaved people have been identified who have been 
identified as having been enslaved, or were people of color who were (1) born 
before the Revolution and (2) have not otherwise been identified as a free 
person of color. 'They are atranged here alphabetically by first name with their 
years of birth or other life event. Those whose names have not been found are 
grouped chronologically as *Name not recorded." The 109-124 range reflects 
the possibility of double-counting. Deduplicating people—4.e., sorting through 
cases where multiple people who didn't use a surname but share the same given 
name—is a challenge. In some cases (e.g., Archelaus, Hazor/Hazard), de-dup- 
ing is straightforward and their enslavers’ names are presented in chronological 
order. But in a larger number of cases, de-duping is educated guesswork. Can- 
didates for double-counting are identified with *[A]" through “[L].” 


Abbreviations: “act.” (active), “b.” (born), “bp.” (baptized), “d.” (died), “m.” (mat- 


tied) and “own.” (owned the covenant). 
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Enslaved Person Enslaver(s) 


Abijah/Byiah (bp. 1742, act. 1759) 
Abner (bp. 1752, act. 1761)I^I IBI [C] 
Abner (act. by 1771—1773)1Al 
Abner Black (act. 1783-1790) 


Abner Brown (act. 17712-1790) IBI IC] 


Enslaved People & Wenham 


Lieut. Richard Dodge 
Josiah White 

Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. 
Unknown 

Nathaniel Brown Jr. 


Adam Black (m. 1735, act. 1742) 
Adam Black Jr. (bp. 1742) 
Amos (act. 19 century) 
Archelaus (b. ca.1714, d. 1789) 


Arnold (act. 1768—1769) 


Lieut. Richard Dodge 
Capt. Jacob Dodge 
Josiah Dodge Jr. 
Unknown 

Edward Waldren Jr. 
Capt. Jacob Dodge 
Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. 


Brookes (act. 1768—1769) 
Caesar (d. 1723) 

Caesar (b. 1749, act. 1760) 
Caesar (bp. 1754, d. 1759) 


Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. 
Lieut. John Gott 
Jonathan Porter 

Lieut. Richard Dodge 


Caesar (act. 1754, d. 1773) Caleb Coy 
William Cleaves 
Caesar (act. 1758) Daniel Gott 
Caesar (bp. 1766) Skipper Dodge 
Caesar (act. 1766)IPI Ens. Benjamin Kimball 
Cate (act.1758) Daniel Gott 


Daniel (act. 1758-1778) 


Capt. Jacob Dodge 


Deborah (m. 1738, act. 1761) 


Deborah (d. 1764) 
Diannah (bp. 1738) 
Dinah (bp. 1754) 
Dinah (act. 1766) 


Joseph Herrick (Topsfield) 
Josiah White 

Andrew Cole 

Mts. Patch 

Lieut. Richard Dodge 
Ens. Benjamin Kimball 


Dinah (m. 1744) 

Eli (act. 1773-1776) 
Flora (act. 1754, d. 1757) 
Flora (bp. 1759) 

Flora (d. 1763) 


Unknown 

Capt. Jacob Dodge 
Lieut. Richard Dodge 
John Dodge (1717-1779) 
Isaac Giddings 


Flora (d. 1770) 

Fortune Black (act. 1783)I61 
Fortune Black (act. 1809)I61 
Frank (act. 1773) 

Grace (act. 1753-1758) 


Skipper Dodge? 
Unknown 

Unknown 

Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. 
Daniel Gott 
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Hampshire (b. late 1730s or 1740s, 
act. 1754-1778) 

Hampshire (d. 1756) 
Hazor/Hazatd (b.1720 or 1721, 
act. 1762) 


Jack (bp. 1743) 
Jack (act. 1754—1762)IM] 


Lieut. Richard Dodge 

Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. 
Skipper Dodge 

Nehemiah Dodge (Ipswich) 
Lieut. Richard Dodge 

John Gott Jr. 

Lieut. William Dodge 
Lieut. Richard Dodge 


Jane (d. 1772) 

Jean/Jenny Black (m. 1735, act. 1742) 
Jenny (d. 1728) 

Jethro (act. 1773-1781) 

Judith (m. 1758, act. 1759) 


Dr. William Fairfield 

Josiah Dodge Jr. 

Lieut. William Dodge 

Capt. Jacob Dodge 

Jerusha (Woodbury) Dodge (Beverly) 
John Dodge (1717-1779) 


Lazarus (d. 1776) 

Lemmon (d. 1759) 

London (d. 1778) 

Lucy (d. 1759) 

Manning (bp. 1742, act. 1772) 


Nathaniel Brown Jr. 

William Davison 

Dr. William Fairfield 

Benjamin Dodge 

Lieut. Richard Dodge 

Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) 


Mingo (act. 1703) 
Nancy 1* (b. 1755, d. 1757) 
Nancy Porter 24 (b. 1760, d. 1825) 


Patience (m. 1777)! 
Peter (d. 1723) 


Richard Dodge Jr. (ca.1643—1705) 
Daniel Dodge 

Jonathan Porter 

Lydia (Tyler) Porter 

Dr. Tyler Porter 

Lieut. Thomas Emerson (Topsfield) 
Unknown 

Lieut. William Dodge 


Peter (b. 1759, d. 1759) 


Jonathan Porter 


Peter Black (act. 1786-1790) Unknown 

Phoebe (m. 1762, act. 1770) Unknown 
Richard Hubbard Dodge 
Skipper Dodge 

Phoebe (act. 1784) Unknown 

Phyllis (bp. 1768) Joseph Cummings (Ipswich) 

Phyllis Black (bp. 1739) Josiah Dodge Jr. 

Phyllis (Bryant) Freeman (b. ca.1762, Unknown 

d. 1859) 

Plassey (m. 1777) Unknown 

Pompey (bp. 1737) Josiah Fairfield 


Pompey Black (b. ca.1717, d. 1731) 


William Hilton 3*1 (Manchester) 
Lieut. William Dodge 
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Pompey Porter (b. 1752, d. 1833) 
Primus (d. 1777) 
Primus Boorgillar (act. 1737—1773) 


Prince Freeman (act. 1794) 
Sally (b. ca.1791, d. 1807) 
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Jonathan Porter 

Lydia (Tyler) Porter 

Dr. Tyler Porter 

John Dodge (1717-1779) 
Robert Cue Jr. 

Mary (Porter) Cue 

Unknown 

Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) 


Sampson Brown (act. 1771?—after 
1792)U 

Samson (m. 1777)Ul 

Sarah Black (m. 1748, d. 1783) 


Nathaniel Brown Jr. 


Unknown 
Jonathan Porter 
Lydia (Tyler) Porter 
Dr. Tyler Porter 


Scipio (b. ca.1741, d. 1811)IF1 Unknown 
Scipio (act. 1753-1758) Daniel Gott 
Scipio (act. 1768—1771?) Peter Dodge 
Scipio (act. 1784—1788)IFI Unknown 
Scipio (act. 1795)IFI Unknown 


Scipio Black (m. 1748, d. 1765) 


Scipio Black (act. 1783—1790)IF71 


Jonathan Porter 
Lydia (Tyler) Porter 
Unknown 


Scipio Freeman (act. 1800)IF7l 
Scipio Lee Dodge (act. 1765—1776) 
Scipio Lummus (b. 1720s or 1730s, 
act. 1775-1808) 


Sharper (m. 1738, d. 1761) 


Susanna (d. 1761) 


Unknown 

Maj. Richard Dodge Jr. 
Samuel Lummus Jr. (Ipswich) 
John Lummus (Hamilton) 
Dr. Tyler Porter 

Samuel Gott 

Daniel Gott 

Lieut. William Dodge 


Sylvie (act. 1778) 

Tobijah (b. ca.1714, d. 1789) 
Venus (act. 1788—1795) 
Violet (bp. 1756H 

Violet (act. 1788) 


Lieut. Richard Dodge 
Unknown 

Unknown 

Skipper Dodge 

Capt. Jacob Dodge 


Wharfer (bp. 1737, own. 1759) 
Name not recorded, boy (act. 1703) 


Name not recorded, man (act. 1712— 
1726) 

Name not recorded, man (act. 1736) 
Name not recorded, man (act. 1739) 


Capt. Thomas Tarbox 

Richard Dodge Jr. (ca.1643—1705) 
Richard Dodge 3*1 (Hamilton) 
Walter Fairfield 

Freeborn Balch (Beverly) 
Thomas Dodge 

Barnabas Dodge (Hamilton) 
Josiah Dodge Jr.? 
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Enslaved Person Enslaver(s) 


Name not recorded, man (act. 1745) 
Name not recorded, person #1 

(act. 1749-1751) 

Name not recorded, person #2 

(act. 1749-1751) 

Name not recorded, man (act. 1752) 


Name not recorded, child (d. 1758) 


Capt. John Baker 
Rev. John Warren 


Elizabeth (Chipman) Warren 


Rev. John Warren 


Elizabeth (Chipman) Warren 


Samuel Gott 
Daniel Gott 
John Dodge (1717-1779) 


Name not recorded, child (d. 1758) 
Name not recorded, infant (d. 1759) 
Name not recorded, child (d. 1762) 
Name not recorded, girl (d. 1763) 
Name not recorded, child (d. 1764) 


Lieut. Richard Dodge 
William Lofty 

Richard Hubbard Dodge 
Benjamin Edwards 37 
Abraham Kimball 


Name not recorded, infant (d. 1769) 
Name not recorded, child (d. 1769) 
Name not recorded, person (act. 1771) 
Name not recorded, girl (act. 1771?— 
1778) 

Name not recorded, infant (d. 1772) 


Peter Dodge 

Dr. William Fairfield 
Edward Waldren Jr. 
Nathaniel Brown Jr. 


Nathan Brown 


Name not recorded, infant (d. 1772) 
Name not recorded, infant (d. 1773) 
Name not recorded, child (d. 1775) 
Name not recorded, child (d. 1775) 
Name not recorded, man (act. 1775) 


Ebenezer Kimball 
'Thomas Brown Jr. 
Nathan Brown 
Haffield White 
Capt. Jacob Dodge 


Name not recorded, infant (d. 1777) 
Name not recorded, child of Sylvie 
(act. 1778) 

Name not recorded, infant (d. 1779) 
Name not tecotded, son of Archelaus 
(d. 1787) 

Name not recotded, person 

(act. 18 century, perhaps as late as 
1790) 


Nathaniel Brown Jr. 
Lieut. Richard Dodge 


Capt. Jacob Dodge 
Skipper Dodge? 


Samuel Tarbox 


Name not recorded, person #1 
(act. 1790) 

Name not recorded, person #2 
(act. 1790) 

Name not recorded, boy #1 
(act. 1792) 

Name not recorded, boy #2 
(act. 1792) 


Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) 


Capt. John Dodge (1740-1811) 


Capt. Jacob Dodge 


Capt. Jacob Dodge 
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Recorded Presence of Enslaved 
and Formerly-Enslaved People in Wenham 
1700—1790 
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How to read this graph: Each line represents an individual person and shows 
the year(s) when that person is known to have lived in Wenham. Although 
(per the previous table) there are multiple candidates for deduplication, this 
graph treats each candidate as a separate person. 
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Baptisms, Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643—1805) 


Year Enslaved Person Enslaver(s) Page & Item 
1737 | Primus Boorgillar Mary (Porter) Cue 124 #84 
1737 | Wharfer Capt. Thomas Tarbox 124 #88 
1737 | Pompey Josiah Fairfield 124 #89 
1738 | Diannah Mrs. Patch 123 #111 
1738 | Adam Capt. Jacob Dodge 123 #112 
1739 | Phyllis Josiah Dodge Jr. 122 #136 
1739 | Bilhah Samuel Gott 122 #137 
1741 | Jean/Jenny Black Josiah Dodge Jr. 119 #193 
1742 | Adam Black Jr. Josiah Dodge Jr. 119 #200 
1742 | Manning Lieut. Richard Dodge 118 #217 
1742 | Abijah Lieut. Richard Dodge 118 4218 
1743 | Jack Lieut. William Dodge 118 #221 
1752 | Pompey Jonathan Porter 42 840 
1752 | Abner Samuel Gott 42 #46 

Josiah White 
1754 | Hazard John Gott Jr. 44 #84 
1754 | Hampshire John Gott Jr. 44 #85 
1754 | Dinah John Gott Jr. 44 #86 
1754 | Caesar John Gott Jr. 44 #87 
1755 | Nancy Jonathan Porter 46 #132 
1756 | Violet Skipper Dodge 46 #137 
1757 | Scipio Jonathan Porter 47 #164 
1759 | Peter Jonathan Porter 49 #195 
1759 | Flora John Gott Jr. 49 #205 

John Dodge (1717—1779) 
1760 | Nancy 274 Lydia (Tyler) Porter 50 #226 
1766 | Caesar Skipper Dodge 204 #345 
1768 | Phyllis Joseph Cummings (Ipswich) 178 #397 
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Ownings of the Covenant, Wenham First Congregational Church, MS 
(1643-1805) 


Year Enslaved Person Enslaver Page & Item 
1737 | Primus Boorgillar Mary (Porter) Cue 55 #6 
1737 | Wharfer Capt. Thomas Tarbox 55 #7 
1737 | Pompey Josiah Fairfield 55 #8 
1738 | Sharper Samuel Gott 55 #12 
1738 | Diannah Mts. Patch 55 #13 
1738 | Adam Capt. Jacob Dodge 55 #14 
1741 | Jean/Jenny Black Josiah Dodge Jr. 55 #19 
1742 | Manning Lieut. Richard Dodge 55 #22 
1742 | Abijah Lieut. Richard Dodge 55 #23 
1743 | Jack Lieut. William Dodge 55 #24 
1754 | Hazard John Gott Jr. 56 #17 
1756 | Violet Skipper Dodge 56 #29 
1757 | Scipio Jonathan Porter 57 831 


Admissions, Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1643-1805) 


Year Enslaved Person Enslaver Page & Item 
1738 | Diannah Mrs. Patch 39 #100 
1742 | Primus Boorgillar Mary (Porter) Cue 40 #131 
1756 | Hazard John Gott Jr. 60 #22 
1759 | Wharfer Capt. Thomas Tarbox 60 #43 
1766 | Phoebe Skipper Dodge 61 #65 


Weddings Performed by Ministers of the Wenham First Congrega- 
tional Church 


Year Enslaved People Enslaver(s) Endnote 
1744 | Manning & Dinah Lieut. Richard Dodge & 508 
Enslaver’s name not rec- 
orded 
1753 | Scipio & Grace Daniel Gott 20 
1762 | Archelaus & Phoebe | Capt. Jacob Dodge & 39 
Richard Hubbard Dodge 
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Year Enslaved Person Enslaver Page & Item 

1723 | Caesar Lieut. John Gott 93 #17 

1723 | Peter Lieut. William Dodge 93 #30 

1728 | Jenny Lieut. William Dodge 95 #77 

1731 | Pompey Black Lieut. William Dodge 96 #112 

1753 | Name not recorded, Wiliam Lofty 67 #89 
infant 

1756 | Hampshire Skipper Dodge 69 #49 

1757 | Flora Lieut. Richard Dodge 68 #57 

1757 | Nancy Jonathan Porter 68 #67 

1758 | Name not recorded, John Dodge (1717—1779) 68 after #70 
child 

1758 | Name not recorded, Lieut. Richard Dodge 68 after #70 
child 

1759 | Lemmon William Davison 67 #90 

1759 | Peter Jonathan Porter 67 #98 

1759 | Lucy Benjamin Dodge 67 #104 

1759 | Caesat Lieut. Richard Dodge 67 #108 

1761 | Susanna Lieut. William Dodge 66 #121 

1761 | Sharper Daniel Gott 66 #126 

1763 | Flora Isaac Giddings 66 #135 

1763 | Name not recorded, girl. | Benjamin Edwards 3*4 66 #137 

1764 | Name not recorded, Abraham Kimball 65 4144 
child 

1764 | Deborah Andrew Cole 65 #147 

1765 | Scipio Lydia (Tyler) Porter 65 #153 

1769 | Name not recorded, Peter Dodge 64 #179 
infant 

1769 | Name not recorded, Dr. William Fairfield 64 #180 
child 

1772 | Jane Dr. William Fairfield 63 #194 

1772 | Name not recorded, Nathan Brown 63 #197 
infant 

1772 | Name not recorded, Ebenezer Kimball 63 #200 
infant 

1773 | Name not recorded, Thomas Brown Jr. 63 #207 
Infant 

1773 | Name not recorded William Cleaves 202 #309 
(Caesar) 

1775 | Name not recorded, Haffield White 202 #318 


child 
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Year Enslaved Person Enslaver Page & Item 

1775 | Name not recorded, Nathan Brown 202 #319 
child 

1776 | Lazarus Nathaniel Brown Jr. 201 #329 

1777 | Primus John Dodge (1717-1779) 201 #340 

1777 | Name not recorded, Nathaniel Brown Jr. 201 #342 
infant 

1778 | Flora Skipper Dodge 64 #188 

1778 | London Sarah (White) Fairfield 194 #359 

1779 | Name not recotded, Capt. Jacob Dodge 193 #373 
infant 

1783 | Sarah Dr. Tyler Porter 188 #407 

1784 | Child of Scipio & none identified* 188 #506 
Phoebe 

1787 | Son of Archelaus Skipper Dodge? 180 #528 

1788 | Daughter of Scipio & none identified* 180 #343 
Venus 

1789 | Tobijah none identified* 179 #345 

1789 | Archelaus Capt. Jacob Dodge 179 #347 

1795 | Child of Scipio & Venus | none identified* a 


Assessed Values of Enslaved People, Essex County Probate 
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Assessed c E 
Year Value Enslaved Person Enslaver y 
1 Probate 
File 
Enslaved Men 
1736 100:00:00 | Name not recorded | Thomas Dodge 7988 
1737 100:00:00 | Primus Boorgillar Robert Cue Jr. 6692 
1745 47:10:00 | Name not recorded | Capt. John Baker 1445 
1752 26:16:08 | Name not recorded | Samuel Gott 11342 
(allocation) 
1752 26:16:08 | Sharper (allocation) | Samuel Gott 11342 
1758 5:06:08 | Sharper Daniel Gott 11323 
1761 26:13:04 | Abner Josiah White 29607 
1762 34:13:04 | Hazard John Gott Jr. 11332 
1766 53:06:08 | Caesar Ens. Benjamin Kim- 15516 
ball 
1778 40:00:00 | Abner Nathaniel Brown Jr. 3756 
1778 20:00:00 | Hampshire Lieut. Richard Dodge 7956 
Enslaved Women 
1761 16:00:00 | Deborah Josiah White 29607 
1778 aie Sylvie Lieut. Richard Dodge 7956 
ed Ad de 9 pe eq 
1751 50:00:00 | Name not recorded | Rev. John Warren 28982 
(allocation) 
175 50:00:00 | Name not recorded | Rev. John Warren 28982 
(allocation) 
1758 43:06:08 | Scipio (allocation) Daniel Gott 11323 
1758 43:06:08 | Grace (allocation) Daniel Gott 11323 
1760 25:00:00 | Scipio (allocation) Jonathan Porter 22476 
1760 25:00:00 | Sarah (allocation) Jonathan Porter 22476 
Enslaved Boys 
1754 21:06:08 | Name not recorded | Caleb Coy 6457 
(Caesar) 
1758 8:00:00 | Caesar Daniel Gott 11323 
1760 22:10:00 | Caesar (allocation) Jonathan Porter 22476 
1760 22:10:00 | Pompey (allocation) | Jonathan Porter 22476 
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Assessed poses 
Enslaved Per- County 
Year Value Enslaver 
eT son Probate 
£:s: File 
Enslaved Girls 
1758 1:10:00 | Cate Daniel Gott 11323 
1766 28:00:00 | Dinah Ens. Benjamin Kim- 15516 
ball 
1778 50:00:00 | Name not rec- Nathaniel Brown Jr. 3756 


orded, “maid” 


Enslaved Children, Gender Not Specified 


1778 xE Name not recorded | Lieut. Richard Dodge 7956 


** £30 for both individuals 


Assessed Values of Enslaved People as a Percentage of Enslavers? Es- 
tate Assets, Essex County Probate?" 


Assessed 
# of Value as % 
Enslaved of Total Enslaver 
People Assessed 
Assets 
1 <1% Thomas Dodge 1736 7988 
1 4% Robert Cue Jr 1737 6692 
1 3% Capt. John Baker 1745 1445 
1 22%513 Caleb Coy 1754 6457 
1 4% John Gott Jr. 1762 11332 
2 10% Rev. John Warren 1751 28982 
2 2% Samuel Gott 1752 11342 
2 69/514 Josiah White 1761 29607 
2 10% Ens. Benjamin Kimball 1766 15516 
2 1% Nathaniel Brown Jr. 1778 3756 
3 1% Lieut. Richard Dodge 1778 7956 
4 9% Jonathan Porter 1760 22476 
5 5% Daniel Gott 1758 11323 
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Probate Per Capita Valuation of Enslaved People 
as a Percentage of Total Assessed Assets 


0.21% 0.33% 0.50% 1% 2.25% 3% 4% 5% 22% 


Incidence 
N [e 4 


=. 


How to read this graph: In 7 out of the 27 documented cases, the assessed 
value of an enslaved person represented 1% of the corresponding enslaver’s 
total probated assets. 
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508 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 180). 


59 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 86, #39. 


510 Town of Wenham, MS (1700-1810), first section, unnumbered page (Ancestry.com, 
Wenham Births Marriages and Deaths, frame 196). 


51 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 200. 


512 Assets, not net worth. Research of Essex County deeds has been done to identify cases 
where an enslaver sold or gave real estate to family members that—if the sale/gift hadn’t 
occurred—would otherwise have increased the enslaver's estate valuation. No such transac- 
tions wete found that would call for an adjustment of a given enslaver's probated assets. 


513 In 1753 Coy sold a wood lot for £13 6s 8d. Essex County Deeds 101:23 (Caleb Coye [s 
to John More, 1753). If, hypothetically, that lot had been included in his estate then the en- 
slaved person's valuation would have represented 19% of Coy's estate—which is still rather 
high when compared to other enslavers for whom we have similar data. But such an adjust- 
ment does not seem warranted because More was not a son-in-law of Coy and therefore this 
was not a case of intrafamily estate-planning asset transfer. 


514 In 1759 White sold twelve acres of his Wenham farm to his sons for £80. Essex County 
Deeds 105:276 (Josiah White to Thomas and Haffield White, 1759). If, hypothetically, that lot 
had been included in his estate then the two enslaved people's valuation would have repte- 
sented 6% of White’s estate. But such an adjustment does not seem warranted because (1) 
Josiah White sold the property to his sons instead of gave it to them, and (2) the £80 proceeds 
could have been converted to a bond or a loan to a third party and therefore captured in the 
probate inventory's for £575 19s 2d in “cash in bonds or notes of hand" and/or captured (in 
part) in the £25 85 2d in *cash in the executor's hands." 


APPENDIX C: 
1774 NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT 
REGARDING NATHANIEL BROWN JR.?^ 


Hobbs House resident Harriet B. Hobbs (1864—1944) wrote in 1935516 
that enslaver Nathaniel Brown Jr. (ca.1705—1778) was almost tarred and 
feathered during an incident near the start of the Revolution. The newspaper 
article below alludes to that incident (although there's no specific mention of 
an attempt at tarring-and-feathering) and describes a follow-up encounter. 
The text of the article is remarkably one-sided, and even misleading. Con- 
sider, for example, the use of the word “Elopement” in the second para- 
graph—a euphemism for “escape” that was rendered in italics to convey sat- 
casm. Consider also that the article sets the scene at the “house” of Dr. Tyler 
Porter, without mentioning that Porter was an innkeeper. If one reads be- 
tween the lines, one can imagine a bunch of men getting drunk at the inn and 
deciding to go actoss the street to confront Brown. In that vein, consider 
reading this article while substituting the word “mob” wherever the word 
“committee” appears, substituting “liquor” for “a treat" at the end of the 
article, and substituting “with a good buzz” for “in good humour” at the end 
of the article. 


At a Meeting of twenty-one Persons (delegated by a large Body who convened at 
Wenham on Tuesday last) at the House of Dr. Tyler Porter in Wenham, on this 
4th Day of October, 1774, to enquire into the Conduct of Nathaniel Brown, 
Esq; of that Town, he appeared, and after some Altercation, the following Arti- 
cles of Charge were lexhibited [sz] to him; on which, at his Request, he was 
indolged [sz] one Hour's Time for Consideration: On his Return the following 
Charges were laid before him, viz. 
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TO NATHANAIL [sic] BROWN, Esq; 

It is a Point given up, that from the general Tenor of your Conduct and Conversa- 
tion, you are justly deserving the reproachful Character of a Tory; and as such, merit 
the highest Disgrace and Contempt so long as you cleave to and persist in Principles 
evidently tending to Slavery. From a strong Desire that the very being of an Opinion, 
so sordid and contemptible, may be totally eradicated from your Mind, a considerable 
Number from the adjacent Towns convened at Wenham on Tuesday last, for such a 
noble Design: but your E/opement prevented an Interview; upon which a Committee 
was chosen by that Body to wait on you this Day; and they being met, have taken 
under Consideration the many and dirty Reflections on the true Sons of Liberty, 
some of which, black as they are, we shall for once (though with great Reluctance) 
mention to you; and if you are not callous to all the Feelings of Humanity, and totally 
devoid of any Spark of Love to the Liberties of your Country, we expect voluntary 
Retraction, and such a Confession as will intitle [5] you to the Forgiveness of your 
injured Fellow Countrymen. And that you may not be ignorant of the many Injuries 
received from you, we lay before you some of the many Charges they have against 
you. 

1. At the Town-Meeting at Wenham, in May, 1773, you asserted, that our 
Charter-Rights were not infringed in the least by any of the late Acts of Parliament; 
and that the Town of Boston had plunged themselves into Difficulty by their Com- 
mittee of Correspondence; and the other Towns who had adopted their Measures 
were sorry for it; and being queried with, “What Towns?" you said Topsfield had 
rejected it; which is false. 

2. Your strenuous Opposition to raising Money for supporting the Expence 
[ste] of the General Congress, by reading the Governor's Proclamation at the Meet- 
ing, to dissuade the People from proceeding, it being (as you said) your Duty so to 
do as a Magistrate. 

3. Your declaring that all the present Evils we now suffer were owing to the 
Town of Boston, and that you should be glad it was laid in Ashes. 

4. Your declaring that Ministers and News-Papers were a publick [sé] Nui- 
sance; and that a certain Minister preferred a Petition, requesting that of his Maker, 
which he never heard of, nor never would, had he not mentioned it, it being only 
this, that our Charter-Rights might be restored. 

5. "That the late Acts of Parliament were not in the least cruel or oppressive; 
and that if the People were not stupidly ignorant they would tamely submit thereto; 
and added, the Soldiers are arrived, you are intimidated, and Britain will gain the Day. 

6. You asserted, that if Duties were laid upon any Articles imported into 
North-America from Great-Britain, fully equal to the Thing itself, it would be but 
right and just. 

7. Your positive and bold Declaration, that wherever a Number of Whigs 
were convened, there was a Parcel of Mobbish Fellows. 

8. That you forbid Capt. Jacob Dodge examining into the State of his Com- 
pany, with Respect to their Arms & Ammunition. 
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9. Your saying, that the Hon. Thomas Cushing, Esq; John Adams, Esq; and 
Mr. Samuel Adams, were the Instigators of the whole of our Difficulties, who, with 
other Gentlemen, Members of the Continental Congress, merit Halters rather than 
a Reward. 

These, Sir, are a few, among many Charges, the Publick [sz] have against you, 
and the Committee aforesaid expect you make a Confession of your Imprudencies, 
ask Forgiveness of the Publick [s/c], and publish the same to the World. 

Wenham, October 4, 1774. 

The Confession follows: 

WHEREAS I the Subscriber have in many Instances offended my Fellow Countrymen, and justly 
merited their Displeasure in repeated Instances, as set forth in the Charges exhibited against me, 
more particularly by a Committee chosen by a respectable Body of Freeholders and others of this and 
the adjacent Towns, being regularly convened on the 27th Day of September last, to enquire into my 
Conduct; And whereas the said Committee exhibited divers Matters of Charges against me, all 
which I acknowledge, and am heartily sorry for, and humbly ask Forgiveness of the said Committee 
that appeared in Behalf of the before-mentioned Body, and all other Persons, the true Sons of Liberty, 
whom I have offended. I do promise for myself, that I utterly abhor and detest the late Acts of 
Parliament, as they do infringe on our Charter, and do promise for the future that I never will take 
any Commission under the new Administration of Government, nor act [on] any Thing in Con- 
Jormity thereto, and that I consent [that] the said Articles of Charge, together with this my Confes- 
sion, shall be made publick [sic], by being inserted in the publick [si] Prints [newspapers]; and 
hope thereby to be restored to the Favour |sic] and Friendship of my Fellow-Countrymen, © that 
my future Conduct may merit their Approbation. 

Wenham, Oct. 4, 1774. NATHANAEL [sic] BROWN. 

After he had read the same, the Body voted it to be satisfactory to them; then 
he gave them a Treat, humbly thanked them for their kind, generous and gentleman- 
like Deportment to him, and then withdrew. ———After many loyal Toasts were 
drank, the Committee dispersed in good Humour [sz], every Thing being conducted 
with the greatest Regularity, and to the Satisfaction of the numerous Spectators. 

A true Copy, 
Attest, JOHN FRIEND, Clerk. 
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555 — The Essex Gazette, Salem, October 11, 1774, 3. 


316 — Cole (1943), 68. L. A. Dodge, MS (1944). Wenham Historical Association & Museum 
(1992), 42. Findagrave.com, memorial #61311174. 


APPENDIX D: 
OWNERSHIP OF THE WHITE's MILL COMPLEX 


In 1724 the owners of the sawmill, in anticipation of adding the gristmill, 
recorded Articles of Agreement with the town clerk?!" That document, along 
with surviving deeds and probate, allows us to determine ownership of the 
complex from 1672 through approximately 1768, when Peter Dodge (1724— 
1795) acquired 75% ownership of the complex. Asterisks and dashed lines are 
used in the following charts to identify data that is undocumented but can be deduced from 
those portions of the complex’s ownership that are documented. 

The disposition of 25% of the ownership of the complex—owned by 
Ens. Benjamin Kimball (1706—1766) when he died in 1766—has not been 
determined. It appears that Peter Dodge or his children acquired it at some 
point,°!® but Dodge didn’t record his deeds when he acquired the first 75%, 
and he didn’t record his deed when (as suspected) he acquired the last 25%. 
Consequently, we can’t say conclusively that Dodge acquired the last 25% 
directly from Kimball’s heirs, or whether he acquired it from a third party 
who had bought it from the Kimballs. 
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Walter Fairfield (ca.1631—1723) 
Owned 50% 


% of 5096 to Nathaniel Fairfield % of 50% to Walter Fairfield Jr. 
(ca.1682—1771) (1672-1756) 
ECD 33:113 (1718) ECD 33:123 (1718) 


25% to Samuel Cole 25% to Daniel Fairfield 
(1726-1798) (1702- ? ) 
ECD 127:27 (1769) & 127:24 ECD 56:151 (1730) 
(1770) 


25% to Ebenezer Kimball 
(1690-1769) 
ECD 56:152 (1730) 


25% to Josiah White 
(1703-1761) 
74:133 (1733) 


Owned 50% by 1738 


<— Thomas White Jr. 


To Peter Dodge 


(1724-1795) 
Owned 75% in 1785 per ECP 7945:12 
Acquisitions unrecorded, but 
by 1768 per ECD 134:108 


Disposition of Walter Fairfield’s 50% ownership interest.’ 
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Thomas White (ca.1633—1672) 
Owned 25%* 


| Thomas White Jr. l 
| (1664-1740) 
| Acquisition unrecorded I 


2596 to Col. John Wainwright 
(ca.1648—1708) 


ECD 11:273 (1697) 


2596 to Thomas White Jr. 
(1664-1740) << -- Martha (Fiske) White 
ECD 15:46 (1699) 


Y 


Half of Thomas White Jr.'s interest Half of Thomas White Jr.'s interest 
to Josiah White to John White 
(1703-1761) (1707- ? ) 

ECD 79:73 (1738) ECD 79:73 (1738) 


Kimball —» Owned 5096 by 1738 
?96 from John to Josiah White 
ECD 81:26 (1740) 
1/3 of 2596 from Josiah to John 
White ECD 81:27 (1740) 


2596 to Ens. Benjamin Kimball 


To Peter Dodge (1706-1766) 
(1724-1795) ECD 103:28 (1756) 


Owned 75% in 1785 per ECP 7945:12 
Acquisitions unrecorded, but ? 
by 1768 per ECD 134:108 —-| Heirs of Ens. Benjamin Kimball 


Disposition of Thomas White’s 25% ownership interest.>”° 
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Thomas Fiske Sr. (1632-1707) 
Owned 25%* 


2596* to William Fiske Jr. 
(1643-1728) 
Acquisition unrecorded, but 
by 1697 per ECD 11:273 


25%* to Martha (Fiske) White 
(1668-1763) 
ECP 9522:2 (1728) 


| 25%* to Thomas White Jr. | 
I (1664—1740) I 
| Likely included in Thomas's 1738 I 
conveyance to their sons Josiah and l 
| John White I 


To Josiah White and John White 
ECD 79:73 (1738) 


See prior page for disposition 


Disposition of Thomas Fiske Sr.’s 25% ownership interest.??! 
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57 Wenham Historical Society, 1730-1775 (1940), 209-212. 


518 Essex County Deeds 353:156 (Jonathan Dodge to Peter Dodge [Jr.], 1844). Essex County 
Deeds 134:108 (Benjamin Kimball [Jr.] et al. to John Lovering and John Lovering Jr., 1768) 
records the sale of most of Kimball’s portfolio of real estate. Although one of the properties 
covered by the deed was “for the use of said mills," the deed does not specifically convey the 
mill complex itself. 


59. Title History: Essex County Deeds 33:113 (Walter Fairfield to Nathaniel Fairfield, 1718); 
33:123 (Walter Fairfield to Walter Fairfield Jr., 1718); 56:151 (Walter [Jr.] and Judith Fairfield 
to Daniel Fairfield, 1730); 56:152 (Daniel and Remember Fairfield to Ebenezer Kimball, 1730); 
74:133 (Ebenezer and Elizabeth Kimball to Josiah White, 1733); 127:27 (Nathaniel Fairfield 
to Samuel Cole, indenture, 1769); 127:24 (Samuel Cole vs. Nathaniel Fairfield, 1770); and 134: 
108 (Benjamin Kimball [Jr.] et al. to John Lovering and John Lovering Jr., 1768). Essex County 
Probate 7945 (Peter Dodge, 1795). Osher References: J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:55. Morrison and 
Sharples (1897), 1:68. White (1900), 1:56-57. Essex Institute (1910), 1:131. Wenham Historical 
Society, 1730—1775 (1940), 209-212. Ganz (2013), 69, 122, 126. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#47723246. 


30 Title History: Essex County Deeds 12:16 (division of property between Ruth White and 
Thomas White [Jr.], 1697); 11:273 (Thomas [Jr.] and Martha White to Col. John Wainwright, 
1697); 15:46 (Col. John Wainwright to Thomas White [Jr.], 1699); 79:73 (Thomas White [Jr.] 
to Josiah and John White, 1737[/8]); 81:26 (John and Mary White to Josiah White, 1740); 81:27 
(Josiah and Sarah White to John White, 1740); 103:28 (John and Elizabeth White to [Ens.] 
Benjamin Kimball, 1756); and 134:108 (Benjamin Kimball [Jr.] et al. to John Lovering and 
John Lovering Jr., 1768). Essex County Probate 7945 (Peter Dodge, 1795). Other References: 
Morrison and Sharples (1897), 1:113. White (1900), 1:18-19, 28-29, 56-57, 58. Essex Institute 
(1904), 225. Essex Institute (1910), 2:701. Wenham Historical Society, 7730-1775 (1940), 209- 
212. 


51 Title History: Essex County Deeds 11:273 (Thomas [Jr.] and Martha White to Col. John 
Wainwright, 1697); and 79:73 (Thomas White [Jr.] to Josiah and John White, 1737[/8]). Essex 
County Probate 9522 (William Fiske [Jr.], 1728). Other References: Pierce (1896), 64-65, 69. White 
(1900), 1:28-29. Wenham Historical Society, 1730-1775 (1940), 209-212. 
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APPENDIX E: 
OWNERSHIP OF THE DODGE MILL COMPLEX 


Ownership of the Dodge Mill Complex was complicated and changed 
hands multiple times. While most of the transfers of ownership were rec- 
orded with the Essex County Registry of Deeds, a few of the earliest transfers 
were not. Fortunately, a 1759 deed? clarifies the ownership at that time, and 
allows us to work backwards to fill in the blanks. Asterisks and dashed lines are 
used in the following charts to identify data that is undocumented but can be deduced from 
those portions of the complex’s ownership that are documented. 
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Lieut. John Dodge (ca.1631-1711) 
Mill in operation by 1682 


| 2/3* to Josiah Dodge | 1/3 to John Dodge Jr. 
| (1665-1715) (1662—1704) 
l Acquisition unrecorded | See ECP 7876:4 (1704) 


33 1/3% owned by Thomas Dodge 33 1/3% to Lieut. William Dodge 
(1700-1736) (1678-1765) 
Per ECP 7988:98-100, 102 (1736) ECD 28:228 (1713) 
Acquisition unrecorded 


ECD 50:244 (1712)1/3 of 33 1/3% to 2/3 of 33 1/3% to estate of 
Sarah (Porter) Dodge (1706-1795) Thomas Dodge 
ECP 7988:98 (1736) ECP 7988:99-100 (1736) 


7 2/2796 from Israel Dodge (bp.1736) 
to Benjamin Dodge (bp. 1730) 
ECD 145:107 (1758) 


l 
Sarah (Porter) Dodge | To Benjamin Dodge (1726-1810) l s 
Owned (or controlled) 2596 of the | Unrecorded deed F 
complex in 1759 per ECD 120:107 SSS SS mice 


Disposition of Josiah Dodge's 2/3 ownership interest through 1759.?? 
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Lieut. John Dodge (ca.1631-1711) 
Mill in operation by 1682 


2/3* to Josiah Dodge 1/3 to John Dodge Jr. 
(1665-1715) (1662—1704) 
Acquisition unrecorded See ECP 7876:4 (1704) 


33 1/396 owned by Thomas Dodge 33 1/3% to Lieut. William Dodge 
(1700-1736) (1678-1765) 
Per ECP 7988:98-100, 102 (1736) ECD 28:228 (1713) 
Acquisition unrecorded 


% of 33 1/3% to Lieut. Richard Dodge % of 33 1/396 to Capt. Jacob Dodge 
(1703-1778) (1716-1792) 
ECD 118:122 (1752) ECD 124:64 (1752) 


1 

| 81/396 from John Dodge 3'? l 
r--- (1703- ? ) sc 

| Unrecorded deed | 


8 1/3% from Phineas Dodge 
(1688-1769) 
ECD 124:61 (1741) 


25% from Capt. Jacob Dodge 
to Lieut. Richard Dodge 
ECD 120:107 (1759) 


Lieut. Richard Dodge 
Owned 50% of the complex in 1759 per ECD 120:107 
and at his death in 1778 per ECP 7956:2 


Disposition of Josiah Dodge’s 2/3 ownership interest through 1759, 
continued.” 


266 Enslaved People e Wenham 


Lieut. John Dodge (ca.1631-1711) 
Mill in operation by 1682 


1/3* to John Dodge Jr. 
(1662-1704) 
See ECP 7876:4 (1704) 


2/3* to Josiah Dodge 
| (1665-1715) 
l Acquisition unrecorded 


33 1/3%* to Amos Dodge 
(ca.1690—1765 or 1766) 


ECP 7876:12 (1704) 
8 1/396 to Lieut. Richard Dodge 


(1703-1778) 
ECD 72:142 (1736) 


16 2/3%* to Ruth (Grover) Dodge 16 2/3%* to Phineas Dodge 
(m.1698) (1688-1759) 
ECD 41:267 (1712) 


16 2/396 to John Dodge 34 
(1703- ? ) 
ECD 50:243 (1727) | 


16 2/3% to Benjamin Dodge 
Unrecorded deed l 


8 1/3% to Lieut. Richard Dodge 
ECD 72:142 (1736) 


7 2/27% from Benjamin Dodge | 
(bp.1730) | 
Unrecorded deed | 


/3% to Capt. Jacob Dodge | 
Unrecorded deed | 


d 
co 


8 1/396 to Capt. Jacob Dodge Benjamin Dodge 
ECD 124:61 (1741) (1726-1810) 


Acquisitions unrecorded 
Owned 2596 of the complex in 1759 
per ECD 120:107 and at his death in 

1810 per ECP 7799:7 


Disposition of John Dodge Jr’s 1/3 ownership interest through 1759.55 
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Sarah (Porter) Dodge 
Owned or controlled 2596 of the 
complex in 1759 per ECD 120:107 


2596 to Israel Dodge Jr. 
(1759-1831) 
ECD 150:246 (1783) 


2596 to Joshua Orne Jr. 
(1765-1829) 
ECD 178:254 (1797) 


Lieut. Richard Dodge 
Owned 50% of the complex in 1759 
per ECD 120:107 and at his death in 

1778 per ECP 7956:2 


50% to Simon (1750-1815) and 
Nicholas (1754-1835) Dodge 
ECP 7956:5 (1778) 


5096 owned by Lieut. Richard 
Dodge’ s grandson Joshua Orne Jr. 
apparently by 1787 per ECD 
178:254, but certainly by 1814 per 


Benjamin Dodge 
(1726-1810) 

Owned 25% of the complex in 
1759 per ECD 120:107 and at 
his death in 1810 per ECP 
7799:7 


25% to Isaac Gallop 
(1785-1863) 

ECD 205:170 (1815) 
ECD 207:225, mortgage 
(1815) & mortgage release 
(1817) 


Ownership of The Dodge Mill Complex 


Appendix E 


ECD 205:88, mortgage 


75% to Benjamin Edwards 4'^ 


2596 to Benjamin Edwards 4'^ 
(1758-1828) 
ECD 215:19 (1817) 
ECP 8594:22 (1828) 


(1758-1828) 
ECD 205:88, mortgage (1814) & 
mortgage release (1818) 


fter 1759.5% 


ion a 


t 


isposi 


D 
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52 Essex County Deeds 120:107 ([Capt.] Jacob and Elizabeth Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard 
Dodge, 1759). 

35 Title History: Essex County Deeds 28:228 (Josiah and Sarah Dodge to [Lieut.] William 
Dodge, 1713); 120:107 ([Capt.] Jacob and Elizabeth Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1759); 
and 145:107 (Israel and Abigail Dodge to Benjamin Dodge, 1758). Essex County Probate 7988 
(Thomas Dodge, 1736). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:21, 34, 35, 41, 60, 62, 70-71. Other. Findagrave.com, 
memorial #60948284. 


534 Essex County Deeds 28:228 (Josiah and Sarah Dodge to [Lieut.] William Dodge, 1713); 
118:122 [Lieut.] William Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1752), fifth parcel; 120:107 ([Capt.] 
Jacob and Elizabeth Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1759); 124:61 (Phineas Dodge et al. to 
[Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1741); and 124:64 ([Lieut.] William Dodge to [Capt.] Jacob Dodge, 1752), 
third parcel. Essex County Probate 7956 ([Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1778); and 7988 (Thomas 
Dodge, 1736). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:21, 34, 35, 41, 59, 62, 70, 73. 


525 Title History: Essex County Probate 7876 (John Dodge Jr., 1704). Essex County Deeds 
41:267 (Amos Dodge to Phineas Dodge, 1712); 50:244 (Amos Dodge to Ruth Dodge, 1712); 
50:243 (Ruth Dodge to John Dodge, 1727); 72:142 (John [3*3] and Hannah Dodge to [Lieut.] 
Richard Dodge, 1736); and 120:107 ([Capt.] Jacob and Elizabeth Dodge to [Lieut.] Richard 
Dodge, 1759). Essex County Probate 7799 (Benjamin Dodge, 1810). Other References: Dodge J. 
T. (1894), 1:21, 34, 35, 59, 60, 62. Findagrave.com, memorial #60948284. 


»6 Title History: Essex County Probate 7956 ([Lieut.] Richard Dodge, 1778), :5 Will (1778). 
Essex County Deeds 150:246 (Sarah Dodge to Israel Dodge [Jr.], 1783); 178:254 (Israel [Jr.] 
and Abigail Dodge to Joshua Orne [Jr.], 1797); 205:88 (Joshua Orne [Jr.] to Benjamin Edwards 
[4%], 1814); 205:170 (Mehitable Dodge et al. to Isaac Gallop, 1815); 205:225 (Isaac Gallop to 
Benjamin Edwards [4%], mortgage, 1815); 207:225 (Isaac Gallop to Benjamin Edwards [4th], 
mortgage, 1815); and 215:19 (Isaac and Annis Gallop to Benjamin Edwards [4**], 1817). Essex 
County Probate 8594 (Benjamin Edwards [4*], 1828). Osher References: Essex Institute (1904), 
65, 110, 150, 214. Findagrave.com, memorials #30855935, 60906179, 186912895 and 194892- 
077. Joshua Orne Sr. (d.1784)—and later Joshua Orne Jr.—owned a tan yard that abutted the 
mill complex. Essex County Deeds 111:232 (Skipper Dodge to Joshua Orne, 1765); and 178: 
254 (William Orne et al. to Joshua Orne [Jr.], 1796. Essex County Probate 20081:8. 


APPENDIX F: 
POMPEY’S ISLAND 


In 1976 Lawrence G. Dodge (1882-1978) wrote the following letter to 
Mrs. Richard D. Phippen (1927—2015)—5ho with her husband owned the 
western portion of Dodge's Island— concerning the site of the Lieut. William 
Dodge House on Rubbly Road, Dodge’s Island and Pompey's Island.°’ 
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us eo lr te sel 
Mr. Lawrence G. Dodge uh. 
Meeting House Vale — S®Pt+ 17,1976. i 


West Newbury, Massachusetts 
Mes. Richard D, Phippen, 
Wenham, Mass. 
Dear Mrs. Phippen; 
Thank you for your very informative letter. You have given no €^ 
good idea of what she Town has acquired, The old house surely 6tood on 
the land now of Doctor Barnard ae it was not much more than 100 feet toward 
the road and slightly south of his house, 
It would surely please me to see the 'leland',as it was always called 
with the wet land around become a conservation tract. Im my youth there -— 
were luscious wild black berries. back in one corner and good blue berries 
around the edges. Also there,a number of sizeable beech treoo on some 
of ít, and by now thcy should be quite large. This is not too common a 
species and worth preserving, 
There is ako à grove of trees on a small knoll at the west end of the: 
Iron Rail origina? land,with meadow on three sides of it, which was called ' y^ 
'Pomp's Island', reputedly the burial place of a black man named Pomp who : 
had been a servant for somo of the family,Probably before the a3evolutio7h. . 
Mro. Boothroyd of the Museum wrote me after my letter got around 
asking about some stono mounds to the east of our old home,and somewhat A 
north, I am sure those, o recent origin. N 
I have several photos of our old home as it was around 190U and 
before which some of you might be intereste: to soo. I do not diive very au 
and walk loss but I may be able come that way some day, And in any case 
I would welcome any of you who are interested to visit me here for more 
items I might dig up/ I am ninety four now gà remember many Dodgea in^ 
Wenham,especially the ‘easterly part in the '90 s. pee 
Hoping to see some of your. plans materialize, 
" Sincerely yours, 
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57 A L. G. Dodge (1976). Image courtesy of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, 
x2014.277r. Lawrence G. Dodge (1882-1978) was born in Wenham, the son of Robert Francis 
“Frank” Dodge (1829-1901), who lived in the John Thorne Dodge House (on the former site 
of the Lieut. William Dodge House) as early as 1856 (Walling) and as late as 1884 (Walker). 
He appears in an 1895 photograph of the John Thorne Dodge house (B. H. Conant Collection, 
Plate #01032), shown on page 184. United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1910:468:7. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #60392367. For recipient of the letter Susanne “Snooky” (La- 
Croix) Phippen (1927-2015) and the Phippens’ residence at Hurdle Hill Farm, 253 Larch Row, 
Wenham, see “Susanne Phippen" (2015), Castelluccio (2019), and Findagrave.com, memorial 
#169458479. Essex County Deeds 13634:186 (Henry P. Phippen and Nicholas A. Grace, trus- 
tees to Anne Ward Phippen, 1996). Essex County Deeds Plan 280:60 (“Compiled Plan of 
Land in Wenham, MA,” 1992); and 308:86 (“Plan of Land in Wenham, MA,” 1996). 
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APPENDIX G: 
1838 PETITION FOR THE ABOLITION OF ENSLAVEMENT 


In the 1830s the American Anti-Slavery Society organized a nationwide 
drive to encourage people to petition Congress for the abolition of enslave- 
ment and the trade of enslaved people. The petition shown below seems to 
have been circulated by members of Wenham's Baptist Church, since the first 
two signers were the church's minister and his wife. The 84 signers (which, 
interestingly, did not include the minister of Wenham’s Congregational 
Church) represented 12% of the town's population. One of the signers was 
the formerly-enslaved Phyllis (Bryant) Freeman (ca.1762—1859). The tran- 
scription below has been annotated with the years of birth and death of sign- 
ers, in square brackets, to aid in their identification.5?8 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Con- 
gress assembled: 

The undersigned inhabitants of the Town of Wenham in the County of Essex 
and State of Massachusetts, pray your honorable bodies to enact laws for the 
immediate abolition of Slavery and the Slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia, and the Slave trade between the States. And also to reject any application 
for the admission of Florida, or any other Slave holding Teritory [sz] into this 
Union. Also, to pass such laws as may be needed, to suppress the Slave trade 
between this country and the foreign State of Texas. 


Males Females 

[Rev.] Joel Kenney [1807—1880°)| Lucy I. B. Kenney [1810-1888530] 
Andrew Dodge [1791—18765?!] Anna Dodge [1791-1868537] 
Ezra Dodge [1794-18725] Sophia Dodge [1798-1884>*4] 
Henry Nutter [1809-18755] Joanna Webber [1802-18545 
Stephen Dodge [1792—18765?7] Ruth S. Hadley [1809—1 888538] 


Ephraim Dodge [1814—18635*] Mary D. Cook [1809-187154] 
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John J. Gould [1817—191254!] 
Eben P. Cor[nell?]5^ 

Moses Mildram [ca.1814—18725^] 
Francis W. Merrill [1810—1896547] 
Pickering Dodge [Jr. 1804—1863*»*9] 
Daniel Willey [1811—188955!] 

John R. Grush [1808-1849553] 
John Webber [b. ca.1795555] 
Samuel Welch557 

Edmund Batchelder [Jr. 1794-1865] 
Franklin Hadley [1799-18775] 
Joseph Cook [1809-18785] 

Jacob Dodge [1787—1869565] 
Nathaniel Perkins [1813—1846567] 
James Webber [b. ca.1797]56? 
James L. Dodge [1813-1899]5"! 
William Lakeman [b. ca.1803573] 
Jabez Richards [1805-1840575] 
Paul Kimball [1797—1851577] 
Moses Foster [ca.1781—1857*??] 
Abraham Dodge [1764—18415$!] 
Amos Gould [1800—1885585] 
Adoniram J. Dodge [1808—1889555] 
Aaron D. Barnes [1805—1845587] 
Nathan Knowlton [1760—184859?] 
Augustus Dodge [1812—1858°"!| 
Perley Dodge [1802-1845595] 


Lyman Butler [1817—18965?5] 
William Langmaid [1817—1856*??7] 
Nely H. Batchelder [b. ca.1802]??? 
Theodor [sz] Dodge [1790-1863] 
Daniel Homan [ca.1813—1900605] 
Robert Tibbets 

Richard Dodge [1803-18507] 
Abraham Dodge 2d [1804-18875] 
James Lee [1793-1862 

William Dodge [1797—1850610] 

Ira B. Dodge [1812-1888*!!] 

Rufus A. Dodge [1809—18756?7] 
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Solome Dodge [1785—18515*] 

Sally L. Dodge [1817-19055*4] 

Eliza Perkins [1787—1881546] 

Marey [sid Weber [sz] [ca.1803—186 7548] 
Lucy Lakeman [b. ca.1822550] 

Sally Dodge [1805—18925>7] 

Abigail Foster [1784—1864554] 

Mary S. Barnes [1813—1867556] 
Abigail S. Foster [1821—1904555] 
Susan Dodge [1831?—1884?5*6] 
Mary Ann Dodge [1818—1897567] 
Esther Dodge [1809-18825%] 
Esther Barnes [1783—1863566] 
Emeline Dodge [1817—1888568] 
Louisa S. Grush [1813—1903°”] 
Elizabeth Knowlton [1783—185157] 
Mary L. Edwards [1818—1884]5^* 
Joannah H. Edwards [1815—1882*"6] 
Hannah Edwards [1807—1890575] 
Mary Ann Welch59? 

Lydia C. Dodge [1778—1840587] 
Prudence Dodge [1789—1869584] 
Prudence E. Dodge [1817—1892586] 
Martha L. Dodge [1815-1878588] 
Mary A. B. Dodge [1807—1890*90] 
Sarah L. Langmaid [1821—1877*??] 
Phelis [Phyllis] Freman [sz] [ca.1762— 
1859594] 

Eliza A. Dodge [1819—1899596] 
Augusta E. Dodge [1806—1894595] 
Betsy Lee [1792—1840600] 

Elizabeth D. Crowell®? 

Mary Dodge [1790-1852] 

Susan H. Dodge [1817-1862] 
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528 Kenney et al., MS (1838). The 12% statistic is based on Wenham's population as tallied 
in the 1840 Federal census. The Essex County Anti-Slavery Society was formed at Topsfield 
in 1834; see, e.g., “Anti-Slavery Convention" (1834). 

59 M. O. Allen (1860), 207 (minister, Wenham Baptist Church). Findagrave.com, memorial 
#40296255. 

59  Findagrave.com, memorial #40296267. 

51 Grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792). Wenham First Congregational Church, 
MS (1792—1847), 142, 172. J. T. Dodge (1894, 1:183. Findagrave.com, memorial #54078664. 
532 Wife of Andrew Dodge (1791—1876), a grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792). 
Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 172. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#66532161. 

55 Grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham First Congregational Church, 
MS (1792-1847), 70, 171. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:183. Findagrave.com, memorial #49417880. 
534 Wife of Ezra Dodge (1794—1792), a grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792). Wen- 
ham First Congregational Church, MS (1792—1847), 70, 172. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#49418067. 

535 “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841—1915,” Pre-1903:1875:172 (frame 197). Es- 
sex Institute (1904, 88, 149. Essex Institute (1909—1910), 1:243. 

56 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792—1847), 40, 162. United States Census 
Bureau, Essex County, 1850:273. Essex Institute (1904), 143, 174. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#181812681. 

57 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 172. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:107. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #60899579. 

58 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 67, 154, 172. Findagrave.com, 
memorial #63833872. 

$59 J, T. Dodge (1894), 1:186. Findagrave.com, memorial #49396938. 


540 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 72, 162. Findagrave.com, me- 
motial #54051340. 

^ Findagrave.com, memorial #64119327. 

542 Wife of Jacob Dodge (1787-1869), a grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). 
Findagrave.com, memorial #75332360. 

55 Unidentified. 


54 Great-granddaughter of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:122 (Ja- 
cob and Rebecca (Lee) Dodge). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 164. 
Essex Institute (1904), 29. “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841-1915,” 1905:Wen- 
ham:44 (frame 13). Findagrave.com, memorial #73098471 


545 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 71. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#62237726. 


?*6  Findagrave.com, memorial #53566663. 


547  Findagrave.com, memorial #63030122. 
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58 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1850:318. “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Rec- 
ords, 1841—1915," Pre-1903:1867:164 (frame 177). Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 
2:285, 329. 

$9 J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:143. Findagrave.com, memorial #234946335. 

539 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1850:298. 

51 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 41, 172. Wenham First Congre- 
gational Church, MS (1792-1847), 172. Findagrave.com, memorial #213328346. 

52 Wife of James L. Dodge (1813-1899), a great-grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716— 
1792). Essex Institute (1916—1925), 3:303, 523. Findagrave.com, memorial #59229517. 

53  Findagrave.com, memorial #60956262. 

5; Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 171. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#63725802. 

55 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792—1847), 162. United States Census Bu- 
reau, Essex County, 1850:273. Essex Institute (1904), 143, 174. 

56 Findagrave.com, memorial #52053660. 

57 Possibly Samuel Welch (1803—1878). Findagrave.com, memorial #43770068. 

58 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 172. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#57995235. 

55 Pierce (1898), 441. Findagrave.com, memorial #64021238. 

560 Possibly a great-granddaughter of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 
1:183. Findagrave.com, memorial #52569683. Identification based on her name appearing ad- 
jacent to that Mary Ann Dodge, presumably her older sister. See also Wenham First Congre- 
gational Church, MS (1792-1847), 69. But if this identification is correct it means (problem- 
atically) that she was only seven years old when she signed the petition. An alternate identifi- 
cation is Susan Dodge (1799-1874), granddaughter of Capt. Jacob Dodge, but she had married 
Capt. Abraham Lord in 1826 and therefore would have used her married name of Susan Lord. 
J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:183-184. 

561 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 67, 142, 154, 172. Findagrave.com, 
memorial #63833794. 

?? Great-granddaughter of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham First Congregational 
Church, MS (1792-1847), 70, 172. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:183. Findagrave.com, memorial #494- 
17203. 

563 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 72, 162. Findagrave.com, me- 
motial #54051259. 

54 Wife of Rufus A. Dodge (1809-1875), a great-grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716— 
1792). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 67, 70, 171. Findagrave.com, 
memorial #52684893. 

565 Grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:122. Findagrave.com, 
memorial #49396655. 

56 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 72. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:106. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #60419140. 


567  Findagrave.com, memorial #89531011. 
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568 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 70. Findagrave.com, memorial 
#54085172. 


?9 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1850:318. Topsfield Historical Society 
(1906—1907), 2:285, 329. 

??  Findagrave.com, memorial #60956204. 

51 Great-grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:122 (Jacob and 
Rebecca (Lee) Dodge). Essex Institute (1904), 24. Findagrave.com, memorial #59229356. 

52 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 172. United States Census Bu- 
reau, Essex County, 1850:301. “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841—1915," Pre-1903: 
185:169 (frame 175). White (1900), 1:387. 

5733 United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1850:298. 

54 Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 1:118. Findagrave.com, memorial #132792- 
728. 

55 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792—1847), 39, 67, 69, 70, 154, 171. Finda- 
grave.com, memorial #63739359. 

576 Topsfield Historical Society (1906—1907), 1:118. Findagrave.com, memorial #191043- 
504. 

57 Findagrave.com, memorial #63268574. 

58 Topsfield Historical Society (1906-1907), 1:118. Findagrave.com, memorial #60956329. 
59 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 66, 101, 142, 171. Findagrave.- 
com, memorial #63725561. 

580 Probably wife of Samuel Welch, who also signed the petition. 


58 Son of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS 
(1792-1847), 42. Essex County Probate 37519 (Abraham Dodge, 1842). J. T. Dodge (1894), 
1:74. Findagrave.com, memorial #60864751. 

582 Wife of Abraham Dodge (1764—1841), a son of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wen- 
ham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 42. Essex Institute (1903), 138, 158. Finda- 
grave.com, memorial #60866236. 

583 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 69, 172. Findagrave.com, me- 
morial #62616083. 

584 Wife of Nicholas Dodge Jr. (1777-1857), a grandson of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703— 
1778). M. O. Allen (1860), 206 (founding member of East Wenham Baptist Church). J. T. 
Dodge (1894), 1:177. Findagrave.com, memorial #41855052. 

585 Grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:184. Findagrave.- 
com, memorial #60947088. 

5356 Great-granddaughter of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:177. 
Findagrave.com, memorial #41855058. 

57 Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847, 41, 43. Findagrave.com, memo- 
rial #60530688. 

55 Wife of Augustus Dodge (1812—1858), a great-grandson of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703— 
1778). Findagrave.com, memorial #60939647. 


589 Essex Institute (1904), 209. 
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50 Wife of Richard Dodge (1803-1850), a great-grandson of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703— 
1778). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 69, 154, 172. Findagrave.- 
com, memorial #52535920. 

?!  Great-grandson of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:177. Finda- 
grave.com, memorial #60939919. 

??  Great-granddaughter of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham First Congregational 
Church, MS (1792-1847), 164 (Sarah Caswell). Town of Wenham, MS (1851—1900), 32. J. T. 
Dodge (1894), 1:74 (Sarah (Dodge) Lee). Essex Institute (1904), 57 (Elizabeth Lee), 97, 112 
(Aaron and Sarah (Dodge) Lee), 141, 142 (Aaron and Sarah (Dodge) Lee). 

53 Husband of Lydia C. Dodge (b.1810), a great-granddaughter of Lieut. Richard Dodge 
(1703-1778). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:177. Findagrave.com, memorials #55662370 and 60913- 
797. 

54 “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841—1915,” Pre-1903:1859:frame 194. 

55 Butler (1896), 163. Essex Institute (1904), 97, 174. Findagrave.com, memorial #688- 
45160. 

5%  Great-great-granddaughter of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1: 
694 (John Thorne Dodge). “Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841-1915,” Pre-1903: 
1899:664 (frame 664). Findagrave.com, memorials #60391983, 60947601 and 60947924. 

57 Husband of Sarah L. Langmaid (1821—1877), a great-granddaughter of Capt. Jacob 
Dodge (1716-1792. Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 152, 164. Town 
of Wenham, MS (1851—1900), 10. Essex Institute (1904), 97, 141. Essex Institute (1909-1910), 
1:206. 

58 Wife of Abraham Dodge 2d (1804—1887), a grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792). 
Findagrave.com, memorial #52533068. 

59 Born in New Hampshire. United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1840:253 and 
1850:306. “Nely” might have been a diminutive of Cornelius. But did he go by the name 
“Henry” later in life? See Findagrave.com, memorial #115430618. 

600 Wife of James Lee (1793-1862), a grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham 
First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 42, 68, 172. Findagrave.com, memorial #609- 
55779. 

601 Grandson of Peter Dodge (1724-1795). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS 
(1792-1847), 155, 172. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:55, 93. Essex Institute (1904), 30. “New Hamp- 
shire, U.S., Death Records, 1650-1969,” 1790—1900:Draper-Dudley, J.:frame 3189. 


92 Unidentified. 


603 Future husband of Sarah Lee “Sally” Dodge (1817-1905), a great-granddaughter of Capt. 
Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham First Congregational Church, MS (1792-1847), 164. 
“Massachusetts, U.S., Death Records, 1841-1915,” Pre-1903:1900:725 (frame 720). Finda- 
grave.com, memorial #73098471. 

604 Granddaughter of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792), and wife of William Dodge (1797— 
1850), a great-grandson of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778). Town of Wenham, MS (1851— 
1900), 32. United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1850:299. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:123. 
605 Unidentified. 


606 Wife of Ira B. Dodge (1812-1888), a great-grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). 
Findagrave.com, memorial #60947566. 
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607 Great-grandson of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778). Wenham First Congregational 
Church, MS (1792-1847), 154. Town of Wenham, MS (1844-1850), 16. J. T. Dodge (1894), 
1:115-116, 174. Findagrave.com, memorial #54059417. 


9€ Grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:123. L. A. Dodge 
(1968), III-8. Findagrave.com, memorial #53668065. 


609 Grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham First Congregational Church, 
MS (1792-1847), 68, 172. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:74 (Sarah (Dodge) Lee). Findagrave.com, me- 
morial #60956139. 


610 Great-grandson of Lieut. Richard Dodge (1703-1778) and husband of Mary Dodge 
(1790—1852), a granddaughter of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716—1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:123, 
259. 


9! Great-grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:123, 259. Finda- 
grave.com, memorial #60947562. 


612 Great-grandson of Capt. Jacob Dodge (1716-1792). Wenham First Congregational 
Church, MS (1792-1847), 70, 172. J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:122 (Jacob and Rebecca (Lee) Dodge). 
Findagrave.com, memorial #52685579. 
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APPENDIX H: 
“BOYHOOD’S MEMORIES” 


The following article and poem are from the October 25, 1889 edition 
of the Salem Gazette, written by Wenham Neck resident John W. Curtis (1835— 
1908).9?!? The article refers to stories told to Curtis by the formerly-enslaved 
Phyllis (Bryant) Freeman (ca.1762—1859). At the very end of the article he 
refers to “my early childhood,” which indicates that he heard these stories in 
the late 1830s or 1840s. He recounts how Phyllis told him of an attempted 
escape and capture of an enslaved man (probably Hazard, in the Lieut. Rich- 
ard Dodge (1703—1778) household, discussed on pages 164-167), and showed 
him the site of multiple graves of enslaved people. In addition, the article and 
poem provide an interesting (if verbose) example of a Victorian-period ro- 
manticized view of enslavement, the readers of which would have included 
members of Wenham Neck enslavers' families. 


BOYHOOD’S MEMORIES 
OF MILES RIVER, WENHAM 
[Written for the Salem Gazette.]614 


Not of the far off haughty Guadalaquiver [54,95 

Tune I my harp, a gleeful lay, to sing, 

But of our unobtrusive, scarcely known, Miles 
Rwer, 

And the fair scenes of life’s resplendent spring. 


Between the proemó!6 and the modest ballad that follows perhaps a few 
explanatory words here inserted would not be altogether inapplicable. 
Doubtless, every resident of Essex county [sé] is aware that our pretty rural 
town can boast of one humble river, styled “The Miles,” having its source at 


282 Enslaved People e Wenham 


the foot of Bald Hill in the wooded pastures of Montserrat, and probably 
deriving its name from its continuous stretches and windings through the 
green meadows of East Wenham, Wenham Neck, and the adjoining towns 
of Hamilton and Ipswich, at which latter place it becomes a tributary of old 
Agawam tiver [s7],°!’ later flowing and swelling its tide, a short way beyond 
the boundary line separating the two towns. 

This unostentatious river, midway in its course, flows in a shady ravine 
very near the home of my childhood, almost laving®!® the very doorstep of 
the dwelling where once resided old Mrs. Freeman, the “Aunt Phyllis" of my 
little poem. This good, black woman acquainted me with the fact (of which 
peradventure some may not be cognizant) that once on a time the charming 
pastoral town of Wenham suffered its fair escutcheon to be tarnished with 
the odious blot of American slavery. Aunt Phyllis herself and all of her an- 
cestty, she assured me, had been slaves at Wenham Neck, and many a narra- 
tive she related of the privations and sufferings experienced by them during 
those dark annals of the town. One of these was ineffaceably fixed in my 
memory. It related to a certain servant, who, tiring of thraldom,9? very natu- 
rally ran away from abuse and unrecompensed labor. But he was overtaken 
in Manchester woods [sc] and securely bound with pinioned arms to the tail 
board of his captor’s wagon, and compelled, with bare feet, to trot along the 
dusty highway at a speed commensurate with that of the steed that homeward 
drew the conquering master and dragged along the vanquished slave. Arriv- 
ing at the “Neck” he was severely whipped, sent to his quarters supperless 
and otherwise punished; savoring slightly (to say the least) of southern cruelty 
and barbarism. She also pointed out to me the place of their burial on the hill 
side [szc] in the rear of an old barn now standing on the farm belonging to the 
heirs of the late Maj. Andrew Dodge. In the days of my early childhood the 
mounded outlines of these graves were plainly discernible. 

The murmuring monotone of this romantic stream has awakened within 
me pleasant recollections of the past, which are interwoven in the following 
unpretending lines: — 

I. 
In a sequestered vale there floweth 
A purling,°” meandering stream 
That stealthily hides in the shady glen, 
From the day's o'erpowering beam. 


The alder, the ash, the silv’ry birch, 
And the succulent willow tree, 
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Their swaying branches over the flood 
Wave slowly and tremulously. 


Il. 
Over moss grown rocks wildly rippling, 
(The rocks, of the old ruined mill), 
In haste to arrive at Ipswich town, 
With an eager impetuous will 
It dashes on, through the meadows beyond, 
Swiftly drifting, close by the door 
Of the former abode of Aunt Phyllis, 
So well known in the days of yore. 


III. 
O’er the life of this aged negress 
Stole a charm of resistless grace, 
And a wonderful smile enlivened 
Her be-wrinkled and ebon face; 
As with many school boys I listened 
'To sad tales of the olden time, 
When black men were held in bondage here, 
'Their liberties forced to resign. 


IV. 

Oh shameful! that townsmen of old should taint 

Fair Enon’s shield with serfdom’s stain; 
That in her borders the slave once toiled 

All unrequited, gives me pain 
For, of servitude’s hour of darkness 

Sad complaints I've heard, o'er and o’er, 
From the quav’ring lips of Aunt Phyllis, 

When within her lowly door. 


V. 
Oh! for many a long weary yeat 
Old Aunt Phyllis dwelt there alone, 
With her spinning wheel and her kittens, 
Crouching closely round the warm hearth-stone 
And for many a wearisome year, 
With voice, as weitd as e'er it has known, 
*Mongst9?! its sombre shadows, and rocks of grey 
'The streamlet on has rapidly flown. 
VI. 
River of Enon! thy silv'ry flow 
Brightly illumes sweet Willow Dell; 
A mystic language thou breathest forth 
Which my heart comprehendeth right well, 
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List'ning, a boy beside thee I seem 
Once again, in that winsome place, 
And visions fair of departed days 
Unfold to my enraptured gaze. 
J.W.C. 
Wenham, Oct. 16th, 1889. 


Có Có C$ 


The following text is from an undated, unsigned typewritten transcrip- 
tion of much of Cuttis's article, and is in the collection of the Wenham Mu- 
seum. The transcription is appended with a biographical note about Curtis 
that mentions his mother Lydia C. (Dodge) Curtis (1810-1894), grandfather 
Nicholas Dodge Jr. (1777-1857) and wife Abbie S. (Spiller) Curtis (1844— 
1937). The Curtises lived at 211 Larch Row in the house that was built on the 
site of the Jonathan Hobbs House, discussed on pages 162-169. The Spillers 
lived on the east side of Dodges Row to the south of Longham Brook.9? 


From “Boyhood’s Memories” 
(Written for Salem Gazette — Oct. 16, 1889.) 
by 
John W. Curtis 

“Aunt Phyllis” (Mrs. Freeman) an aged negro, lived in a house on the 
banks of Longham, near the bridge on Dodge’s Row. 

“Oh, for many a long weary year 
Old Aunt Phyllis dwelt there along 
With her spinning wheel and her kittens 
Crouching closely around the warm hearth-stone.” 

This good black woman acquainted me with the fact (of which perad- 
venture some may not be cognizant) that once on a time the charming pas- 
toral town of Wenham suffered its fair escutcheon to be tarnished with the 
odious blot of American slavery. Aunt Phyllis herself and all of her ancestry, 
she assured me, had been slaves at Wenham Neck, and many a narrative she 
related of the privations and sufferings experienced by them during those 
dark annals of the town. One of these was ineffaceably fixed in my memory. 
It related to a certain servant, who, tiring of thraldom [sz], very naturally ran 
away from abuse and unrecompensed labor. But he was overtaken in Man- 
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chester woods and securely bound with pinioned arms to the tail board of 
his captor’s wagon, and compelled, with bare feet, to trot along the dusty 
highway at a speed commensurate with that of the steed that homeward drew 
the conquering master and dragged along the vanquished slave. Arriving at 
the “Neck” he was severely whipped, sent to his quarters supperless and oth- 
erwise punished; savoring slightly (to say the least) of southern cruelty and 
barbarism. She also pointed out to me the place of their burial on the hillside 
in the rear of an old barn now standing on the farm belonging to the heirs of 
the late Maj. Andrew Dodge. In the days of my early childhood the mounded 
outlines of these graves were plainly discernible. 


Note: 

John W. Curtis come [5] to Wenham as a lad, shen [sz] his father married 
Lydia C. Dodge, daughter of Nicholas. He married Abbie S. Spillar [s] whose 
family lived on the other side of the bridge, opposite *Aunt Phyllis" house 
(torn down) when land taken by Salem. He was postmaster for several years, 
keeping the Union Store, occupied by Trowt Bros. He moved to Manchester, 
N. H., later returning to Wenham, where he died. 
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613 Curtis (1889), 1. 

614 Square brackets appear in the newspaper's typesetting of the article. 

65 The Gaudalquivir, a river in Spain. 

916  *Proem" is a word that has fallen out of common usage that means a “preface” or a 
“preamble.” 


97 Ipswich River. Note that when Curtis talks of the river winding through East Wenham 
and Wenham Neck, he is talking of Longham Brook. 


618 “Laving” is a word that has fallen out of common usage that means “washing.” 

69  "Thraldom" is a word that has fallen out of common usage that means “enslavement.” 
90 “Purling” is a word that has fallen out of common usage that refers to the flowing of 
water with a murmuring sound. 

91 Amongst. 


92 Curtis (1889, later transcription). See also Wenham Historical Association & Museum 
(1992), 99-100. For genealogy see J. T. Dodge (1894), 1:177; and Findagrave.com, memorials 
#55057976, 55658007, 60940383, 105312723 and 130303806. For the Curtises’ residence at 
211 Larch Row, see the title history of the Jonathan Hobbs House property on pages 200-201. 
For the Spillers’ residence see Walling (1856), “B. F. Spiller” House; Beers (1872), 95, “Mrs. 
Spiller” House; Walker (1884), “Mrs. Spiller” House; and Wenham Historical Association & 
Museum (1992), 100. 


935 Curtis (1889), 1. The poem appears at the top of the next column of the newspaper page. 
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APPENDIX I: 
STREET & PLACE NAMES 


Có Có C$ 


Ebenezer Lovering (ca.1722-1808) lived in Hamilton near current-day 
Asbury Grove. He had an enslaved man Mingo in his household, and the 
area adjacent to the Lovering farm was known as Mingo's Corner. Before 
Arbor Street was laid out as a town-maintained street in 1835, the road that 
led to Mingo's Corner (which would become Arbor Street) was known as 
Mingo's Lane.‘ 


Có Có C$ 


Perkins Street ran from Main Street to the Perkins Farm. Two deeds 
written in 1836 refer to it as “Negro Lane"— but another deed for the same 
parcel written just three days later refers to it as "Perkins Lane." 625 The col- 
loquial name is unexplained. Perhaps it had something to do with an unre- 
cotded enslaved member of the William Davison household, discussed on 
pages 85-87.99 Or perhaps an African-American family lived along this road 
in the late 18'^ or early 19 century. Unfortunately, censuses of the town don't 
provide any information to support the latter hypothesis: data on people of 
color wasn't collected for Wenham in the 1820 census ... the only person of 
color in Wenham in the 1830 census was Wenham Neck resident Phyllis 
Freeman? ... and no people of color appear in the 1840 census. 

A variant of the colloquial name remained in circulation for some time; 
in 1963 local historian Louis A. Dodge (1886—1968) recalled 

In the middle of the 1600s Sergeant John Perkins, who was living 

where Howard Perkins now lives, applied for a right of way to the 
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Town to get to his property, and they laid out a street which when I 
was a younget, we called N----- Lane—now Perkins Street.°8 


Another element adds a layer of intrigue: there was a tunnel on the east 
side of Perkins Street that was extant as late as the 1970s, the genesis of which 
has not been explained. It originated from a well (which was filled in during 
the 1980s) that was behind the house at current-day 9 Perkins Street and went 
west to a point that was roughly mid-way along the boundary between 157 
Main Street and 13 Perkins Street. This tunnel was on the order of 140 to 160 
feet long, and terminated in a second well (which has also been filled in). It 
was large enough that teenagers could crawl from one end to the other. In 
the 1970s teenagers who lived in the neighborhood claimed that the tunnel 
was used to hide enslaved people, but it’s possible that they made up this 
story. 


Có Có C$ 


In 1965 Louis A. Dodge gave a presentation to the Wenham Historical 
Association. He covered a range of topics, and had this to say about harvest- 
ing of cord wood during the mid-19" century: 

At that time hard coal had not come into the market; therefore they 

used cord wood, cut by wood choppers, who were paid at the rate 

of from 75€ to $1.00 a cord and boarded themselves. This was 

hauled home and peddled around town in small lots, half a cord or 

so to a load for $5.00 for soft and $6.00 for the hard [wood]. I can 

give you a list of something over twelve different wood lots that I 

remember the names of. There was Turkey Island, Wolf Island, 

Horse Island up here in Wenham Swamp. There was N----- Island, 

Ingin Shoe Brook, the Tyler Porter Lot, and so I could go on in 

Manchester, but nevertheless they all yielded wood.69 
Although Dodge's comments make it sound as if IN----- Island was in Wen- 
ham, it was actually in Hamilton along the brook that connects Gravelly Pond 
and Round Pond.6! 
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94  L. A. Dodge (1968), I-4. Town of Wenham (1977), 142 (1835 town clerk’s reference to 
Mingo’s Corner). Hauck (2013), 370. Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 106 
mistakenly conflates L. A. Dodge (1968)’s discussions of Arbor Street and Perkins Street. For 
Lovering see Findagrave.com, memorial #42584179. No contemporary reference for Mingo 
found during the research for this book. 


95 Negro Lane: Essex County Deeds 293:200 (William Brown et al. to Moses Mildram, 
1836) and 293:201 (Asa Lamson et al. to Moses Mildram, 1836), both deeds written by mem- 
bers of the same family. Perkins Lane: Essex County Deeds 293:202 (Moses and Elizabeth D. 
Mildram to David Starrett, 1836). Maps: L. A. Dodge (attributed), MS (no date), 1971.10.095. 


626 Oral history maintains that the house at 28 Perkins Street incorporates or was built on 
the site of housing for enslaved people. January 13 and 14, 2024 interviews with Carlene 
“Carly” M. Alboth (b. 1960), whose family has lived on Perkins Street since 1951. The section 
of the house closest to the road is said to have been used for housing of enslaved people, but 
it should be noted that this part of the house has a cinder block foundation, and no structure 
appears on this site in the Beers map of 1872. The interior of the house was not inspected 
during the research phase of this book. 


627 "United States Census Bureau, Essex County, 1830:513. 
98 L. A. Dodge (1968), I-4. Punctuation edited. Bold-face type and redaction added. 


99 Alboth, January 13 and 14, 2024 interviews, in which Alboth related the story of her 
brother and his friends exploring the tunnel during the 1970s. 

The first well (behind 9 Perkins Street) was on the farm that appears in a Conant photo- 
graph of 1891 on Wenham Historical Association & Museum (1992), 106. See Essex County 
Deeds 476:142 (Henry Perkins to Nathan Jones, 1853); 560:229 (Nathan and Nancy S. Jones 
to George K. Frost, 1857); 560:230 (George K. and Lucy A. Frost to Nathan Jones, mortgage, 
1857); 756:160 (Nathan A. and Sarah M. Jones and William Fabens to Francis W. Merrill, 
1868); 756:180 (Francis W. and Sarah J. Merrill to Lakeman Southwick, 1868); 850:174 (Lake- 
man and Augusta W. Southwick to Levi Ham, 1872), first parcel; 1073:181 (Levi and Sarah F. 
Ham to Mary E. Safford, mortgage, 1881); and 1126:245 (Mary E. Safford to Ebenezer 
Tinkham, 1884). Beers (1872), 95, “P. Southwick” House. Walker (1884), “Ham Estate.” 


990 L. A. Dodge (1968), III-9. Punctuation edited. Bold-face type and redaction added. As 
Dodge was giving his presentation he projected a map of town, for the benefit of his audience, 
to illustrate his talk. When Dodge used the phrase “up here" after Horse Island he was point- 
ing to a section of his map. 


91 Dodge’s father William P. Dodge (1844—1927) owned a lot on the island. See Essex 
County Deeds 1364:238 (William P. and Hannah A. Dodge to William D. Sohier, 1892), *Ne- 
gro Island;" and 3581:497 (Abbie Norman and Frederick H. Prince to Gordon College of 
Theology and Missions, 1947), nineteenth parcel, in which Negro Island is identified by its 
even-more-objectionable name. A thorough search of deeds, probate and town records to find 
all references to the island has not been done. However, references include Essex County 
Deeds 918:194 (Ira P. Knowlton to Thomas W. Brown Jr., 1874); 1371:297 (Michael and Lydia 
Story to Elam Burnham, 1857); 1371:299 (Elbridge and Elizabeth M. Perkins to William D. 
Sohier, 1893); 1371:300 (Elam and Joanna Burnham to William D. Sohier, 1893); 1376:355 
(Augustus Woodbury to William D. Sohier, 1893); 1592:5 (William A. Prince to William D. 
Sohier, 1899), third parcel; 1867:261 (Michael and Lydia Story to Grover Dodge, 1857); 1867: 
262 (John W. Goodhue to Grover Dodge, 1869); 1867:264 (Henry F. and Martha E. Dodge 
to William D. Sohier, 1907); and 3581:497 (Abbie Norman and Frederick H. Prince to Gordon 
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College of Theology and Missions, 1947), parcels 18-21, 23, 26, 36. For location see Essex 
County Deeds Plan 1371: 297 (*(Copy of) Plan of Woodland of Michael Story, Sold December 
1856," 1893); and Plan 76:55 (“Preliminary Plan of Princemere, Property of Mrs. Abby Nor- 
man Prince," 1948). 


APPENDIX J: 
'THE *MYSTERY STONES"? 


In 1969 a group of students from Gordon College discovered a site near 
the Hamilton-Wenham town line that had an 8-foot tall cairn, encircled by 
an old gravel road, that was accessed by a driveway lined by 12 smaller cairns. 
The students told the Gordon College dean of students about the site. A 
series of conversations and correspondence ensued between the dean, the 
editor of the Gordon College newspaper, the executive director of the Wen- 
ham Historical Association, a former owner and a former caretaker of the 
estate that included the site, former neighbors who had lived near the site, 
the Hamilton Historical Society, and other out-of-towners who had heard 
about it—all in an effort to learn who consttucted the cairns, why and 
when.632 

A rumor began to circulate at Gordon College that the site was one 
where a “witch cult” gathered.9? Meanwhile, Marjorie A. (Parmenter) Davis 
(1917-2000), owner of an abutting property, was quoted at the time as re- 
membering the cairns as “always there," and had heard a “story that they 
were erected by Wenham slaves."65* William C. Faust (1934—2008), estate 
caretaker, echoed Davis saying that “Mr. Thompson®> said the stones had 
been set in place a long time ago by slaves.’ Irene Dodge, executive direc- 
tor of the Wenham Historical Association & Museum, offered “it may be 
that these stones mark the site of the negro burial ground which was once 
supposed to exist on Dodge property in the late 18th century."6? Shirley N. 
Boothroyd (1922-2015), corresponding on behalf of the Wenham Historical 
Association & Museum, hinted at yet another hypothesis—that the site may 
have been a folly—when she wrote “perhaps when Mr. Frick [owned] the 
place, his Italian stonemasons may have built [it] for a carriage drive."659 

A group of seven people, including members of the Wenham Historical 
Association, visited the site in 1972, drawing a plan of the site and taking a 
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series of photographs.6? Harold W. Boothroyd (1922-2014),9? the man who 
drew the plan, thought that the central cairn had originally been 10 to 12 feet 
tall, the stones that had made up the top two feet having been removed or 
having slid down the sides of the cairn. Four years later Shirley N. Boothroyd 
recalled that “there was no moss on the stones and [it] really didn’t look like 
an ancient site.”6+! 

Although an attempt was made to find an archaeologist to study the 
site? there's no record that such a study was done. In the absence of scien- 
tific study, the who, why and when of the site's construction remain a mys- 
tety. At the very least, however, it is striking that the correspondence about 
the site makes reference to the possibility that it may have been constructed 
by enslaved people, but without feeling the need to make the point that enslaved 
people bad once lived in Wenham. In other words, the body of correspondence on 
the Mystery Stones shows us that a certain amount of collective memory of 
enslavement in Wenham was in circulation in the early 1970s, having been 
retained by Wenham residents who lived in town prior to the acceleration of 
suburbanization. 
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Central cairn at the “Mystery Stones” site, photographed in 1972.5 
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Mystery Stones site plan, 1972.°° 
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92 Sharon S. McKern (Lawrence, KS) to Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA), September 27, 1970, 
letter, x2014.277a. Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA) to Mrs. Thomas W. McKern [Sharon S. 
McKern] (Lawrence, KS), October 8, 1970. letter, x2014.277b. Sharon S. Sharon S. McKern 
(Lawrence, KS) to Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA), October 28, 1970, letter, x2014.277c. 
Maureen Herold and Loren Bliss (Bellingham, WA) to Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA), April 14, 
1971, letter, x2014.277d. Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA) to Maureen Herold and Loren Bliss 
(Bellingham, WA), May 4, 1971, letter, x2014.277e. Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA) to Thomas 
F. Fitzgibbon (Salem, MA), December 10, 1971, letter, x2014.277f. Louise B. Appleton (Long- 
meadow, MA) to Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA), December 27, 1971, letter, x2014.277h. Irene 
Dodge (Wenham, MA) to Mrs. J. H. Appleton [Louise B. Appleton] (Longmeadow, MA), 
December 30, 1971, letter, x2014.277g. Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA) to Mts. J. H. Appleton 
[Louise B. Appleton] (Longmeadow, MA), January 17, 1972, letter, x2014.2771i. Irene Dodge 
(Wenham, MA) to Helen Frick (New York, NY), March 27, 1972, letter, x2014.277j. Helen C. 
Frick (New York, NY) to Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA), April 11, 1972, letter, x2014.277k. 
[Dr.] Frederick Johnson (Andover, MA) to Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA), September 28, 1972, 
letter, x2014.2771. Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA) to Mrs. Gordon McKey [Eleanor F. (Chace) 
McKey] (Hamilton, MA), March 22, 1973, letter, x2014.277m. Irene Dodge (Wenham, MA) 
to Dr. Frederick Johnson (Andover, MA), August 30, 1973, letter, x2014.277n. Lawrence G. 
Dodge (Andover, MA) to Shirley N. Boothroyd (Wenham, MA), September 9, 1976, letter, 
x2014.277p. Shirley N. Boothroyd (Wenham, MA) to Lawrence G. Dodge (West Newbury, 
MA), September 7, 1976, letter, x2014.277q. Lawrence G. Dodge (West Newbury, MA) to 
Mrs. Richrd D. Phippen [Susanne “Snooky” Phippen] (Wenham, MA), September 17, 1976, 
letter, x2014.277r. Shirley N. Boothroyd (Wenham, MA) to Lawrence G. Dodge (West New- 
bury, MA), September 23, 1976, letter, x2014.277s. 

Sharon S. McKern’s husband Thomas W. McKern was a professor of anthropology at 
the University of Kansas. Maureen Herold and Loren Bliss were students at Western Wash- 
ington University. Thomas F. Fitzgibbon was the attorney for the property owner. Louise B. 
Appleton was president of the Girls Clubs, the organization that owned the property. Helen 
C. Frick was a former owner of the property. Dr. Frederick Johnson was referred to by Irene 
Dodge as a “historical archaeologist.” Eleanor F. McKey was a member of the Hamilton His- 
torical Society. Lawrence G. Dodge lived near the site earlier in life. Susanne “Snooky” (La- 
Croix) Phippen and her husband Richard owned part of Dodges Island, abutting the Iron Rail 
Property. 

95 I, Dodge to McKern, October 8, 1970, letter, x2014.277b. Marjorie Davis later (August 
14, 1971) said that the story of the site “being a witch cult site was started by a boy who lived 
at her home for a short time and told the story to ‘rib’ the Gordon College boys." “File— 
Correspondence: Wenham's Mystery Stones" (no date). 

634 I. Dodge to Fitzgibbon, December 10, 1971, letter, x2014.277f. I. Dodge to Frick, March 
27,1972, letter, x2014.277j. S. N. Boothroyd to Dodge, September 2, 1976, letter, x2014.277q. 
For Marjorie Davis see Findagrave.com, memorial #59658255. 

65 Apparently Gordon L. Thompson (1920—2000), whose grandfather Orin had owned the 
Iron Rail House. Essex County Deeds 1592:507 (Orin P. Thompson et al. to Oscar A. Melville, 
1899). Findagrave.com, memorials 7231638787, 231638836 and 231639068. 

96 I. Dodge to Appleton, January 17, 1972, letter, x2014.277i. For William C. Faust see 
Findagrave.com, memorial #131052165. 


637 I. Dodge to McKern, October 8, 1970, letter, x2014.277b. 
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938 S. N. Boothroyd to Dodge, September 23, 1976, letter, x2014.277s. Boothroyd wrote: 
“Unfortunately the area is way back in the woods now and there is no way to get in by a car. 
I remember that we went through a stone wall and crossed over a brook. We know the land 
isin Hamilton, and I understand a building contractor has bought it." See Essex County Deeds 
6137:314 (Girls Clubs of America, Inc. to Ralph W. Drinkwater, 1975); Essex County Deeds 
Plan 133:57 (“Plan of Land Located in Hamilton & Wenham, Property of Iron Rail Fund of 
Girls Clubs of America, Inc.” 1974); and Plan 136:34 “Plan of Land in Wenham, Property of 
Ralph W. Drinkwater,” 1975). For Shirley Boothroyd see Findagrave.com, memorial #167- 
884118. For Lawrence G. Dodge see Appendix F. 


639 I. Dodge to Appleton, January 17, 1972, letter, x2014.277i. The seven visitors were Wil- 
liam C. Faust, Irene Dodge, Harold and Shirley Boothroyd, their son Eric Boothroyd, Dr. 
Newton Hyslop and Gordon College student Michael Fitch. 

99 Findagrave.com, memorial #125578921. 

91 S. N. Boothroyd to Dodge, September 23, 1976, letter, x2014.277s. 


92 BP, Johnson to Dodge, September 28, 1972, letter, x2014.2771. I. Dodge to Johnson, Au- 
gust 30, 1973, letter, x2014.277n. 


95  [ Dodge to McKern, October 8, 1970, letter, x2014.277b. I. Dodge to Fitzgibbon (Salem, 
MA), December 10, 1971, letter, x2014.277f. I. Dodge to Appleton, January 17, 1972, letter, 
x2014.277i. I. Dodge to Frick, March 27, 1972, letter, x2014.277j. S. N. Boothroyd to Dodge, 
September 2, 1976, letter, x2014.277q. 


94  Hyslop (1972). Image courtesy of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Massachusetts, 
x2014.278c. The person standing on the cairn is unidentified. 


95 H. W. Boothroyd, MS (1972). Detail. Image courtesy of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, 
Massachusetts, x2014.279a. 
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214, 238, 241 

Warren, Elizabeth (Chipman)....... 84, 
241 

Warren, John, Rev..... 3, 84, 241, 249— 
50 

White, Haffield .....99, 102—4, 241, 247 

White, Josiah....19, 77, 89, 95, 99, 183, 
238, 245, 249—50, 258-60 


Enslavers, Neighboring Towns 


Balch, Freeborn (Beverly) ...51, 91—92, 
240 

Chadwick, Thomas, Dea. (Boxford) 
rE R 33, 46 


Cummings, Joseph (Ipswich)...... 213, 
217, 239, 245 

Dodge, Barnabas (Hamilton)...... 138, 
240 

Dodge, Jerusha (Woodbury) (Beverly) 
EDEN 28, 53, 239 

Dodge, Nehemiah (Ipswich).........28, 
164—65, 167, 239 

Dodge, Richard, 3*4 (Hamilton) ....172, 
240 

Emerson, Lydia (Porter) (Topsfield) 
(——À———— is iaiia 68—69 

Emerson, Thomas, Lieut. (Topsfield) 
E NUR E 68—69, 239 

Goodhue, Daniel, Capt. (Ipswich) 
AL M M AER DEREN 137 

Herrick, Joseph (Topsfield)..... .. 17, 19, 
89, 99, 238 

Hilton, Margaret (Manchester) .......178 

Hilton, William, 314 (Manchester) 
dun uM MN .176—78, 239 

Lovering, Ebenezer (Hamilton) .....289 

Lummus, John (Hamilton)...... .. 70-71, 
240 

Lummus, Samuel, Jr. (Ipswich) .....70, 
240 
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Peter, Hugh, Rev. (Salem) ...1, 50, 55— 
56 
Enslavers, Other Towns 
Brown, Nathaniel Jr. (Charlton).......76 
Epidemics .............. sss 27-28, 55, 84 
Escape.......5, 28, 55, 70-71, 164-67, 282, 
284-85 
Free People of Color ........................... 220 
Boorgillar, Dillah .... 33-34, 37 


Boorgillar, Phoebe.. 33-34, 37 

Name not recorded......................... 220 

Otum, Peggy... 33-34, 36, 38 
Free People of Color, Assumed, 

Neighboring Towns 

Brooks, Caesar (Danvers) ................... 33 

Ranson, Cato (Danvets).................... 33 


Free People of Color, Neighboring 
‘Towns 
Rose (Hamilton) ssaniu 70 
Houses & House Sites 
Amos Dodge House 
Benjamin Dodge House 
156—57, 219 
Capt. John Dodge House ............ 50-54 
Charles Gott Jr. House.......... 14, 17-22 
Daniel Claflin House .....126, 158-64, 


229 

Fiske-Gott House .................. 14, 27-31 

Goodridge-Kimball House... 50, 60—61 

Herrick-Cue House................ 14, 33-38 

Hobbs House 49-50, 74-79 

Iron Rail House.....See Richard Dodge 
jt. House 

John Coy House ................ 127, 185-87 

John Edwards House ...126, 148, 158— 
59, 162 

John Fairfield House ............. 50, 90—94 

John Kilham House 50, 89—90 

John Thorne Dodge House ............ 184 

Jonathan Hobbs House ...... 126, 160, 
162—69, 200 

Joseph Hacker House................... 14-15 

Josiah Dodge Jr. House ....... 125-26, 
130-41 

Kemp-Newman-Porter House ...... 50, 
61—73 


Index 


Lieut. William Dodge House ...... 127, 
160, 162, 170—71, 176—84, 269, See 
John Thorne Dodge House 

Maj. Andrew Dodge House............ 149 

Porter-Fairfield House ...49—50, 55—59 

Richard Dodge Jr. House ......125, 127, 
162, 170—75 

Robert Symonds House....49—50, 84— 
85 

Skipper Dodge House...... 126, 142—48 

Thomas Brown Jr. Housc......50, 87-88 


Thomas Fiske Jr. House .............. 14, 32 
Thomas Kilham House.......i, 5, 13-14, 
23-26 
Unidentified 
Joseph Cummings House 
(Ipswich) .............. sss 217 
Richard Hubbard Dodge House 
n A ER 214-15 


Thomas Dodge House....... 
William Lofty House.................. 
Waldren-Brown House.... 126, 128-30 
White-Dodge-Pingree House ...50, 99— 

104 

William Davison House......... 50, 85-87 
Indentured Servants 

Lake, Eleazer ices OO 
Indigenous People................ 1, 2, 4, 91, See 

Enslaved People: Lazarus, See 

Enslaved People, Neighboring 

Towns: Hope (Salem) 

Name not recorded........... 151—52, 216 
Inns & Taverns............ 62—64, 69, 91, 253 
Iron Rail House ....... See Houses & House 

Sites: Richard Dodge Jr. House 
Iron Rail Property ...See Houses & House 

Sites: Richard Dodge Jr. House, See 

Street & Place Names:Dodge’s Island, 

See Street & Place Names: Pompey’s 

Island 
Jimmy............. See Enslaved People: Amos 
Mills 

Dodge Mill Complex....... 96, 125-26, 

136—37, 148, 151—56, 160, 164, 
167, 172, 176-77, 182, 216, 263— 
67, 283 

White's Mill Complex....49—50, 90—91, 

93, 95—99, 102-3, 257—60 
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Manadmill2 e tette 
Mystery Stones 
People of Color, Undetermined Legal 

Status 

Freeman, Fortune..... 213, 219-23, 225 

Winnie 
Rebellion 
Revolutionary War .....ii, 2, 5, 55—57, 70, 

74-78, 167, 182 


SHipwri hitinin 27-28 
Street & Place Names 
Abbeys Bridges. iie 129 


Dodge’s Island... 170—71, 269—70 


Great Swamp... 13 
Leach's Swamp ........... sse 13 
Tittle’ COM O t ksss es 125 


Mingo’s Corner (Hamilton). 


Mingo’s Lane... 


N----- Island (Hamilton +290 
N----- Lane ween 1.290 
Negro Lane.............. 1289 
Perkins Street Tunnel ....................... 290 
Pompey's Island ....127, 170-71, 269— 
70 
ROCK y-Ptlhssscssssssscesccsccasscsssescsaceeseltees 230 
Sttaltsx thesi etd tens oco 13 


Wenham Neck ....... 125, 149, 157, 167, 
221, 281—82, 284 


West Enid dion et e 13, 125 
Swain, Joseph, Rev. ............ 21—22, 84, 136 
Tanners & Tanning... sss 16 

Claflin, Daniel .... 16, See Daniel Claflin 

House 

Dodge, Josiah, Jr. ................... 16, 131 

Gott Family tan yatd............. 13-16, 21 

Gott, Daniel... sss 15,21 

Gott Samuel «sese 15,17 

Orne Family .................. ss 16, 198 

Parker, William ................see 16 
Topsfield Congregational Church......... 19 
Underground Railroad........................... 141 
Unfreedom............. 8, 32, 70, 137—38, 173 


Valuations .................... 3,165, 178, 249—51 
Warnings-Out............ see 34, 38, 77 
Wenham Baptist Church......... 9, 228, 273 


326 Enslaved People e Wenham 


Wenham Congregational Church 43, 156, 158, 160, 167—68, 173, 177, 
PISA 3—5, 9, 17, 21-23, 27—28, 32— 185, 214, 216—19, 221, 225, 227, 244— 
33, 49—51, 53, 57, 60—61, 64, 69, 77, 48, 273 


80—86, 88—89, 102—3, 131, 136, 142— 


In the mid-18th century 1 in 17 of the residents of 
Wenham, Massachusetts was enslaved. Prior to the 
Revolutionary War, enslavement was commonplace 
throughout Essex County—but most histories of the town 
have largely overlooked the phenomenon. Enslaved People & 
Wenham documents Wenham's enslaved population and 
explores where they lived, worked, worshiped and 


are thought to be buried. 


Robert Corcoran is author of /ndigenous 
People & Wenham and History of the Thomas 
Kilham House, and is a co-historian at First 
Church in Wenham (Congregational). He 
became interested in the topic of Essex 
County enslavement when he discovered that 
his West Wenham house was once the 


workplace-residence of an enslaved man 


named Pompey. 
¢ 


